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PREFACE. 



the iniefitioii of writmg OM or two brief dcetches 
<!tosoripttv« of Life at the West And uiitH tsome 
hundred and fifty pages iihere wri^en, I never 
tKmt^empIated the possibifitf of ettending tfiem 
to a volume. At that point, I was 9o fisur from 
having «aid aD I feH, that I very wilingly re- 
signed myself to the eurr^t of my feelings and 
wrote on. 

To those who reitd the volume firsthand after^ 
ward, m aome idle moment, turn ba<^ to the 
pre&ce, I need not say that I have been impelled 
in every step by love of my theme. That wiH 
bave been apparent enot:qg;h ix> them, without 
«ny tueh declaration. I have bved the West, 
and it stiH claims my preference over all other 
portions of the earth. Its magnitude, its fbrtilt- 
ty, the kindliness of its dimate, the variety and 
exceHence of its productions are unrivaled in 
our own country, if not on the globe. 

In ^ese characteristics, it presents itself to 
my mind in the light of a strong and generous 
parent, whose arms are spread to extend pro- 
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tection, happiness^ and life to throngs who seek 
them from other and less friendly climes. Set- 
ting a high value upon these resources, I rejoice 
to hear of emigration to the country possessing 
them — ^not alone because those who go will 
find there abundance for the supply of their 
natural wants, but because the influences with 
which it will address their spiritual natures are 
purifying, ennobling, and elevating. If nature 
ever taught a lesson which the endwarfed, de- 
based mind of man could study with profit, it is 
in these regions of her benignest dispensations. 
The burden of her teaching here, is too palpa- 
ble to be wholly rejected by any. Even vulgar 
minds do not altogether escape its influence. 
Their perceptions become more vivid, their de- 
sires more exalted, their feelings purer, and all 
their intellectual action more expanded. 

The magnificence, fireedom, and beauty of the 
country form, as it were, a common element, in 
which all varieties of character, education, and 
prejudice are resolved into simple and harmo- 
nious relation. Living near to nature, artificial 
distinctions lose much of their force. Human- 
ity is valued mainly for its intrinsic worth — ^not 
for its appurtenances or outward belongings. 

It must not be forgotten, however, that a 
large class of minds have no adaptation to the 
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conditions of life in the West. This is more 
especially true of my own sex. Very many 
ladies are so unfortunate as to have had their 
minds thoroughly distorted from all true and 
natural modes of action by an artificial and per- 
nicious course of education, or the influence of 
a false social position. They cannot endure the 
sudden and complete transition which is forced 
upon them by emigration to the West. Hence 
a class may always be found who dislike the 
country; who see and feel only its disadvan- 
tages ; who endure the self-denial it imposes 
without enjoying any of the freedom it confers; 
who suffer the loss of artificial luxuries, buf 
never appreciate what is offered in exchange 
for them. Persons so constituted ought never 
to entertain for a moment the project of emi- 
gration. They destroy their own happiness, 
and materially diminish that of others. Their 
discontent and pining are tolerated with much 
impatience, because those who do not sympa- 
ibize with them, see so much to enjoy and so 
little to endure, that their griefs command little 
or no respect. 

I had no such experience, for I loved the 

country, and when compelled to return to the 

crowded and dusty marts of the East, I did so 

with many and deep regrets; and these still 

a2 



Ungier and mingle lafgely with ike eiMtions oC 
my Ufeu The writing of these sketohea hasw 
therefore, been a labor of love^ While engaged 
i^kon tbeiiH I have lived again in the land of 
my heart. I have seen the gras8e4 wave^ and 
felt the winds, and Usiened to the birdi^ and 
watched the springing flowera» and exulted ia 
something of the ^d sense of freedom which 
these conferred upon me« Viaions^ prophetic of 
the* glory and greatnesa which are to be devcK 
oped here, have dwelt iu my mind and ej:allQd 
it above the narrow personal cares of life. 

It ia the enjoyment afforded by thia kind of 
emancipation wiiich so endeara the Western 
country to those who have resided in it. It 
ateals upon the heart like what it is, the very 
witchery of nature; so that th6se who are aush 
ceptible to it* feel the charm but not the ineon- 
veni^ce through which it is invoked. Such 
persons delight in the perfection and beauty of 
the natural, and these suffice thenu 

After what has been said, it would be super- 
fluous to add that of this latter class I am an 
humble member ; that no deprivation or sufier* 
ing incident to the country could sever my 
attachment to it, and that any portraiture of 
its life which I should draw would, therefore^ 
abound in gay and cheerful colors. The aom« 
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bre tints would not dwell in my heart, and I 
cannot reproduce them. This may make my 
picture appear to be a partial one, but to me 
and those who are of like spirit it will be honest 
Conscious of the intent to make it so, I shall 
dismiss it without care in that regard, and leave 
it to tell its own story of the great and generous 
land whose name it bears. 



E. W. P. 



Mount Pxjbasant, N. Y. 
March, 1846. 
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LIFE IN THE PRAIRIE LAJSR 



CHAP TEE L 

On the momiog: of one of the last days of April, 
18 — , there waa a BmaJl party of pereona collected 
ill the cabin of a steamboat which had just arrived 
at St» Louifl from Louisville, discussing some topic 
which seemed to poeaeas for them an engroasmg- 
interest Thie party consisted of six persona^ 
fotir ladies and two gentlemen, all evidently trav- 
elers. The question was how and when they 
ehould prosecute the remainder of their voyage up 
the principal eastern tributary which the father of 
waters receives above the Ohio, One of the 
gentlemen had explored the forest of stcamboata 
which crowded the wbaif of this growing city, 
and reported that there was but one advertised 
** For the Illinois this evening, without fail," that 
he could not get on board of her, but thought her 
appearance extremely unpromising. It waa near 
the close of the week, and aB the other gentleman 
was a clergyman, and he aiid hid party had more- 
over no dear Menda from whom they had been 
separated seven long years, awaiting their arrival, 
they concluded to stop till the succeeding one^ 
They accordingly went on shore, and the writer 
and her companion set out, accompanied by a 
cartman and aundry trunks, chests, et cet*, to find 
the elegant t fast-sailings high-pressure boat that 
waa going " up the Illinois this evening, without 
fail/* 

B 
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We had traveled for enough on the western 
waters already, to have learned that the "this even- 
ing" of the bills might possibly be adjourned twenty- 
four or even thirty-six hours ; but faith is no less 
r^quirite on westrntiBtoambotti thanelaewhei^ and 
summoningall ours, we embarked ourselves and our 
baggage on board the '' Basnen" We soon found the 
faith which led us on board was a mere rush-light 
to that necessary %o keep as there. If steamboats 
had been running on the Illinois at the time when 
Noah explored the smhhiit of Ararat, otte would 
have mffirmed that this very •* Banner" was the 
pioneer of that period. But there is a Btoiy to be 
told, by-snd>by, of the first craft of this kind that 
ever went up the Illinois, and its effect on the »et>- 
tiers, which unfortunately conflicts with thii suppo^ 
sition, and drives the antiquarian to a period 
comparatively modem, as that which gave birth 
to the Banner. She was not a very larffe boat, 
but what she wanted in size was amj^y com* 
pensated in filth. One flight of stairs between 
the cabins was carpeted, and sundry small patches 
still remained on the floor of that in which we ate, 
being too firmly bstened by mingled grease and 
clay to be easily removed. It is not |)erhaps gen- 
erally known, that these articles, pro^rly com- 
pounded, make a paste which is quite firm and 
nearly insoluble in cold water. I mention it for 
the benefit of the unenlightened, and can bear 
ample testimony to its virtues, having seen them 
repeatedly demonstrated in various ways at the 
west. The floors were broken, the stairs dilapi- 
dated ; there was no linen for the berths, the hum- 
cane deck leaked, and its edge was hung with deli- 
cate filaments of tar, which the warmth of the sun 
oflen drew to an inconvenient length and sometimes 
quite severed^ irrespective of the welfare of those 
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pttflSuigbeiiMLtii, TiMBWBSteofBtaamwvisogrBtt 
tkat th« wbeek dfec^d only ab<Mit four reTolatiotti 
»iA»iutts«ad th* boat had a ftmiige babit whiok I 
<Mmld ix)l thaa fv^ compzahdnd, but vvittdi hai ainoe 
been ««tiaft«tari2y explained by macaentificfiiend, of 
oooasiimally nmniiig twice or tbtke ber lengtb with 
considerable rapidity, aad th^i suddMily lurdbisg 
60 as throw erery tbkig to the larboard. She av- 
eraged five of tbese i^paams a day. There was a 
one-handed chandieriaatd on board, a one-eyed 
eook, «id a thre»*fingered bey to wait at table. 
Sut all these iaipeil»citioB8 were more than oom^ 
pensated by the ext^ite finish and per^tion of 
tiie captain. He was a eoft*vcaced, red-haired 
Igentleraan, in white eiUc hoee, and French pumps, 
umbrageous ruffles, and a l^hc aatin cravat ; who 
had strangely enough been transferred from lus 
natural profession of lounging in the Broadway of 
some western town, to the connnand of this ante- 
diluvian piece of water craft. One ceujd draw his 
portrait this day, by adding a thaftdi of red bristles 
over the mouth, and substituting for the silken hose 
gaiters of the neatest fit and finish. On deck he 
were lemon-colored gloves. The first polish of 
the laundress was taken off hia snowy linen panta- 
loons when I first saw him, and the plaits of his 
ruffle had relaxed a little from their precise an- 
-gles, but the satin cravat, the pumps and hose, 
were unexceptionable. He walked with a min- 
cing, uneaay gait through the Httle hall which led 
to the ladies' cabin, and presented himself before 
my astonished eyes— -one delicate g!oV» drawn on, 
and 1^0 other Btniighiened in his hand— with a bow 
that wo^d have graced ^e drawing-room of &. 
James. 

" It's a ver^ry-wann day, miss." I looked my 
astonishment, and waa about inforoiing him that 
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the gentiemen's cabin was in some o&ec part of 
the boat, when he laid his white hand on one of 
die filthy chairs and placing it near the door, seated 
himself upon it witlrsuch an at-home sort of air, 
looking at the same time so familiar with the filth 
and disorder about, that I felt convinced he must 
be a part of the establishment. He must either 
be the captain or clerk, for the cook is black, 
and none of the hands would dare undertake a 
prank of this kind. These thoughts passed rapidly 
through my mind, while the object of them was 
adjusting his cravat^ arranging his hair, and passing 
his cambric handkerchief slowly over his moist 
forehead, so that, notwithstanding my deliberation, 
I replied, before Be was entirely prepared to con- 
tinue the conversation, that so rar as the temperar. 
ture was concerned, I was happy to be able to 
coincide with him. 

" You are going up the Illinois, miss V* 

" I am delighted with your sagacity, sir," I r^ 
plied ; ** that forms a part of my present expectation." 

" Have you ever been up ]" 

" Never, sir." 

" Then you have a delightful trip before you." 

" I admire your taste," I replied, glancing at the 
naked floor, die mutilated chairs, and the greasy 
berths. 

" How far up do you go, miss 1" 

" I am not inrormed, sir, as to the exact distance." 

" You have recendy arrived in this region, I 
presume V* 

" I have, sir." 

** I shall have great pleasure in carrying so fi»- 
* teUigihle a young lady mto die country." 

" You flatter me." 

** O no, miss, I believe I speak trudi." 

''Your sagacity, sir is bcgrond praise,'* 
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Before he had tiijae to reply, a young chap in a 
red calico shirt, with a face dirtier than I can^ de- 
scribe, presented himself at the door and bawled 
out, " Cappen, please, to come hyur!^ John's dead 
done with whiskey, the new ingineer's gone off 
on a spree, and th' ain't nobody to keep the fire 
up." Hereupon the " cappen" rose and departed, 
with a pompous solicitation that I would excuse 
his absence. 

He had been gone but a very ffew moments when 
the one-handed chambermaid entered, directing 
in a raw Hooshier girl who had been our fellow 
passenger from Louisville. Poor child ! even her 
eyes, trained as they were to rude sights, looked 
astonished at the poverty and filth about her. I 
did not wonder that she started with an exclama- 
tion of delight and said, ** I'm right glad to see 
you !" though we had never exchanged a word be- 
fore. She was a tall, dark featured person, with 
a head of fine black hair that flowed to her feet 
when the horn comb was withdrawn from it. Her 
stajture was large, her hands and feet proportiona- 
bly so. She was accompanied by a man whose re- 
lation to her had excited a good deal of speculation 
among us. He was seversQ years her senior ; had 
lost three of his front teeth, wore a red flannel shirt 
with a standing collar of the same, supported by a 
cotton pocket-handkerchief, a fur cap, and the 
thickest of all possible boots, the tops of which, 
were just invaded by the bottoms of a pair of jean 
pantaloons. His attentions to his traveling com- 
panion were so peculiar that we had been in a de- 
Hghtfril state of uncertainty all ^e way as to what 

♦ It is difficult to convey by any written combination of letters 
the sound of this word as uttered by the natives ciS these regions. 
It is more like yur preceded by h sfaArply aspirated, than any- 
thing else to which I can liken it. 
2 B2 
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this relation could be. They were authoritadve 
enou^ for those of a father, but then their age 
forbade the supppsition. He might haye been an 
uncle, but she never called hiax so; possibly a 
cousin, but no woman ever so prized the attention 
of a mere cousin. He could scarcely have been a 
brother, because there was not the faintest resem- 
blance between them. What then could he bet 
We had examined and rejected every supposition 
but that of his being her husband ; but nobody 
would listen to that, because supported by no prob- 
abilities. The riddle was j:umed over to me for 
solution. It cannot be wondered at, that in such des- 
perate circumstances, I looked upon their entrance 
as quite a providence, and reciptocated the self- 
gratulation expressed by my fellow-passenger. 

She seated herself on one chair, deposited her 
bundle on another, a;nd, laughing the while, ex- 
claimed, *' This h^ur boat ain't set out so smart by 
a heap as t'other. I lowed we shouldn't have such 
a fine place to be in all the way." 

" Why," said I, " had you been told that the boats 
up the Illinois were so poorly, furnished 1" 

"No, I never heem nothin about 'em, but 'tain^t 
in natur to have such carpets, and cheers, and 
glasses everywhere ; it costs a heap to have 'em. '* 

Poor child ! the splendors of a comfortable cabin 
had been to her like the show of regal magnificence 
to a peasant;^ and she could say vtdth poor Hinda» 
though not in language so sentimental, " I knew, I 
knew it could not last !" 

In a few minutes her companion made his ap« 
pearance, and announced that he had toted the 
plunder aboard, and as the boat vm'n't goin to start 
till afi:er night, he was goin up to see the place. 
He gave her no invitation to accompany him, nor 
did she seem to expect it. I did not wish to broach 
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tie qvasdon at once, so we had a few words on in* 
different topics, till Hal (I belieye I have forgotten 
to say that my traveling companion hore that con- 
venient soubriquet) entered and asiced me if I 
would Hke to stroll ap homr or two over the west- 
ern ci^. 

*^Most gladly," I replied; "a wilderness and 
motion were pimferable to this tedious place." 

" Have you seen ^ne captain 1" was his next ques- 
tion. 

'* Yes, he has paid his reelects formally." 

VWell, he's a character, isn't he, to finish off 
snch a hoat as ^is 1 hut we'll have some fun out 
of him before we part." 

We aailied forth, and my heart really ached as I 
left the solitary girl sitting th^re, robbed of all the 
splendor that had eo delighted her senses for the last 
£dw days, and alone. She looked sad, and I made 
an interrogative sign to Hal about asking her to ac- 
company us, with all the oddities of her person and 
apparel, but he shook his head. When we were 
out, I asked why he had refused my request. 

« Why," said he, *' Mr. Red-flaimel may prefer 
to escort his wife himself^ and his preference might 
be expressed rather strcmsly if he found me domg 
it without his consent. We don't know how these 
Hooshiera will receive any civilities to which they 
are not accustomed ; and you have heard enough 
of the modes in which they express th^ displea- 
sure, to be aware that it is no alight thing to awa- 
kesi it You see that dump of trees yonder in thtt 
skirt of the city 1" 

** Yes, but what have they to do with the resent- 
ment of insult or wrong 1" 

** Much. There is a heap of ashes under one 
of them with whidi thia pleasant wind is play- 
ing, as if ^y w^e not the moat revolting oL> 
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ject that could be found on the face of this re- 
public." 

. "And what, pray, renders them suchl Your 
face tells a tale of horror." 

" And well it may; for last night, only last night, 
a man, an unfortunate and guilty one it may be, 
but stUI a man, and a citizen of this proud state, 
was tied to that tree and burned alive !" 

" Merciful heaven, it cannot be !" 

" Yes, it is even so, and a crowd of people were 
gathered around to witness the fearful spectacle." 

" And was there no heart during all that period 
of agony to relent and turn the tide of fury into 
pity and tenderness ? A word uttered in the spirit 
of human love must have done it, methinks, and 
made the most violent ready to bear their suffering 
victim away in their arms." 

"It remained unspoken, then ; for the damning 
fact is recorded on earth as well as in Heaven." 

" It surely must blast the peace of every person 
who had any knowledge of it and did not interpose 
to prevent it. But what was his offence ? Surely 
it must have been very aggravated to have awa- 
kened such awful vengeance." * 

" I have not learued the precise circumstances, 
but rumor (and that from those who approved, or 
at least suffered the disgraceful event to take place, 
would, we may suppose, attribute' to him his full 
measure of iniquity) says that he had led a despe* 
i^te sort of life on the river and in its vicinity* 
His final offence was stabbing an officer who at- 
tempted to arrest him for some recent crime." 

"Did the wound produce instant death 1" 

" No. I beKevo the man is still living, or at least 
survived some hours. I have understood that he 
Was very much esteemed, and had a family of small 
children. But these are less than feather weight* 
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in the scale that will balance the guilt of his mur- 
derers." 

" These things are awful truly, and disgraceful 
too, if we consider the boasted supremacy and 
efl&ciency of our laws. I trust the like does not 
occur so often that the city is not agitated by it.'' 

" No, such extreme cases do not ; but this is only 
an extreme one of a class of public offences that 
are frequent here. Individual or associated feel- 
ing often assumes the prerogative of law in the 
infliction of lesser punishments." 

" Well, it is not perhaps, on reflection, so extra- 
ordinary as it seems at first sight to us.. We come 
from a region comparatively old, where time has 
defined right and interest, and developed more fully 
the power of law, and established rules of action. 
Here all is new. Passion may break forth and do 
its iktal misdeeds, before the slower majesty of law 
is perceived by the turbulent actors to be suffici^it 
for their purposes. Such scenes must exhibit 
clearly to every reflecting mind the necessity of 
firaming in our seasons of entire self-possession 
rules by which we will abide when these have 
passed away. Fanatical liberalists may term them 
shackles to restrain our future fireedom, but I 
would that every one of such might stand beside 
that funeral dust. Before the awful truth taught 
there, his ravings for large liberty would shrink 
into iheir true insignificance." 

'* But if such lessons are not learned from , the 
pages of history, black with the records of fouler 
violence than Uiis, how shall the shallow minds 
which reject them there, imbibe them here V* 

"True: but we are wandering far, and your 
horrible recital has been so painful that I am less 
disposed to walk than before I heard it. Let ue 
jreturo," 
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CHAPTER n. 



Os reaching the wbaxf, we found things wearing 
a verr busy appearance. The engine was wheez* 
ing like an asthmatic, sonie rough-looking men 
were toting plunder on board, the Captain stood 
upon the guard with both gloves drawn on and but- 
toned, the hands were moving about as if intent on 
business, and things began to wear quite the as- 
pect of departure. This was encouraging. 

" Will you start to-night, captain V* said HaL 

** Certainly, sir," taking out his repeater. ** Ring 
the bell. Jack. That's our first beu ; we shall be 
off in an hour." 

** Really," sdd I, as we walked up the street, 
** this affiur has some creditable points, its puncta- 
alitjT for instance." 

*' Yes, you'll learn the value of that when our 
friends who wait here till Monday pass us half- 
way up the Illinois.*' 

** Now out upon your croaking, and let's put a 
cheerful &ce on the attempt, since we have made 
it** 

The hour extended from one o'clock to six. We 
left the wharf just as the sun was setting, and if 
the reader escapes a conunon-place description of 
spires g^ded by his last rays, of windows olazing 
with crimson and golden light, of trees shaking 
their small foliage in the evening wind, and of the 
dying hum of the city, stealing &inter and fainter 
on our ears as the muddy waters parted slowly 
before our prow, he may thahk the Banner and her 
peerless captain. Either were sufficient to have 
put to fiight the sentimentality of a legion of 
school-misses,-— both together quite routed mine ; 
not to mention our red-flanneled Hooshier, or his 
long-haired bride. Everything about me was so 
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tihorougMj uneomfoitable, tbat I felt no clispo- 
eition to rest in any anticipation short of that 
which pictured the home ana faces we so longed 
to see. Three days of this dismal journeying 
were reported to lie between us and tliem^ and it 
required under such circumstances spme heroism 
in man or woman to look forward through their 
tedious length. 

I was fatigued, and requested the chambermaid 
to prepare my berth as early as possible. She 
offered me a very disinterested piece of advice in 
re&rence to it, which I shall givQ here for the bei^ 
afit of such as may be similarly situated, without 
the like kindness to direct their choice. It^was, 
that I had better abandon the little pen, otherwise 
0tate-room, which I had chosen beside the cabin* 
and take my berth in the latter apartment; " 'Kase,** 
to use her own elegant langus^ge, " the bugs ain't a 
touch in hyur to what they bp in yander." Hero 
was another volume of misery opened to my already 
caressed senses. Seeing my consternation, she 
adoad, "0, you needn^t dread 'em so poweiftl ; I 
broomed the berths to-day, and shook the 'traises, 
fiO they won't be so mighty bad/* 

" Make my berth w&re you think best/' I said. 

" There ain't no clean sheets, but I can te^r off 
It pair« and you cai^ sleep in 'eni, you know, if tliey 
itin't bemmad, and I'll give you my pillow.** 

" No, thank you," Ireplied;"just tear off a third 
«heet, and I'll make a pillow-case of it for myself** 

At last th9 berth was prepared, and the vermin 
made a night of it They had evidently not been 
treated for some time, and brought vigorous appe- 
tites to my reception. After a contest of four or 
five hourSi I was fain to yield possession to them. 
Making such limited ablution as the place aflowed, 
I dres^ myself and sat down on the stem of Hm 



24 LIFE IH P&AIRIE LAKD, 

boat to wait the coming day, and speculate on the 
distance we had made. When the light came up 
over the heavy forest which clothed the eastern 
bank of the river, I saw that the waters were still 
muddy, and knew, therefore, that we could not have 
passed the mouth of the Missouri. Nine hours' 
running had brought us twenty-two miles! — a 
dismal augury for the 240 that yet remained. As 
the daylight gained, I saw that the current under 
the eastern shore was dark and clear, and a few 
minutes after the scattered town of Alton began to 
peer up firom among its beautiful bluffs, just touched 
with the first tender hue of spring. 

And now the waters widened on the west, and 
opened up inland a broad, eddying, plunging sea 
of mud. On the spine of a sand-bar which was 
just visible between the two streams, the currents 
met, and the waters of the Missouri rose into a 
circling wave which toppled an instant and ran on, 
eager to mingle with the purer element that glit- 
tered and danced beyond. But the Mississippi, 
as if disdaining the foul alliance thus tumultuously 
sought, stole angrily away beneath the dark forest 
on 3ie opposite shore, and preserved her identity 
a lon^ way down, in a narrow transparent vein, 
growing more slender, till at length its bed was 
wholly usurped by the muddy monster. 

This, then, was the junction of these two streams ! 
The point where the mighty son of the mountains 
meets the clear-eyed daughter of the lakes — majes- 
tic union of powers whose feeble birth is in the 
deep wilderness and the untrodden solitude, whose 
maturity makes the ocean tremble. Nothing could 
be more impressive. When the child's geography 
had first been put in my bands, I read of these 
great rivers and put my feeble powers to their 
utmost task to conceive them. I had followed the 
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insignificant red and green lines which represent 

them, and explored the echoing mountains whence 

one plunges to the plain below, and the gushing 

springs and softly chiming lakes whence the other 

rises and winds ; till fancy, wearied with the effort, 

drooped her pinion, and left me on the rough bench 

in the little brown school-house, sick and disgusted 

with the narrowness and coarseness of the world 

to which I was confined. I had taken the eagle's 

wing, and, perched upon the mountain pine, had 

seen the litUe rivulets 

" lesp and gush 

O'er channeled rock and broken hnsh,** 

bending towards each other, and swelling as thejr 
tmited, till their march became resistless. I had 
followed them where the dim wood and towering 
cliff reechoed to their tread, and where they cut the 
verdant bosom of the sunny plain like tlureads of 
molten silver. Vast, illimitable journey ! And here, 
beneath my eye, these messengers from the unvexed 
solitudes, thousands of miles away, met and pursued 
their path together. It seemed like a union of 
strength to thread the more dangerous territory in- 
habited by man. Both streams at this time were 
swollen to their ftiHest capacities by the spring 
floods. The gigantic Missouri poured out his 
turbid waters with a force that made his feeble 
neighbor recoil and leave a chasm between the 
. transverse muddy wall, and the clear dark stream 
that glided timidly by on the other side. 

While I was. contemplating this scene, wrapt in 
silence, a little window close beside me opened, and 
a hand was thrust forth which I immediately recog- 
nized to be the solitary member belonging to the 
body of our chambermaid. She drew back with a 
; scream, and an exclamation not of the most feminine 
character; but thanext moment her eyes reliQYod 
C 
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her trepidation, and after muttering some a[ 
ebe expressed her opinion that I " must feel righ 
peart to be out that airly,** I had no Httle diffi- 
culty in convincing her that there was sufficient 
actiTity in mj nerves of sensation to render the in- 
sects that shared mj berth somevrhat troublesome. 

** I reckon," said she," thar musthavebeen amighty 
email chance of the varmints about jou, 'kase I 
0wep up about a pint of 'em yesterday and throVd 
'em overboard; so it's impossible you could ha 
had a great many/' 

I yielded the point, and aftervtrards observed that 
whenever they were alluded to on board this boat^ 
it was by measure! 

We reached Alton at 8 o'clock. The bfldl rant 
when we were vrithin 100 yairds cif the shore, and 
the boat was in one of her spasms, which the cap* 
tain calculated would lay him alongside in gallant 
0tyle. But alas ! spasmodic action is no more ttf 
be reHed on in boat nature than human. On w^ 
came, the waters quite whitoninff in our wake, and 
making, as the dehehted Mrs. Kiaddle observed on 
another occasion, ^acteraUy more noise" than if 
we had come in a better boat, ftnr the engine 
creaked and hissed at every ioint, and the escape* 
pipe disgorged itself about thrice a minute with a 
dismal hollow sound, as if its vitals were breaking 
up. We nearly touched the shore, the captain 
stood in his ruffles, silk-hose, pumps and gloves, 
the passengers vraited, valises and trunks in^hand, 
ready to jump ashore, and two or three were gath- 
ered at the waterside shaking hands with thefar 
friends, and exchanging thensual ceremonies, when, 
oh, most inglorious epectacle ! the spasm ended, the 
boat rolled over on the o&er side, threw the captain 
across a stool, and the passengers among barrels, et 
eet, and lay motionless for several momenta. 
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" ^ That was the ui&iAcLest eat of afi/ was it not t*' 
cried Hal, raaliciouslj, to the prostrate captain. 
** To play you such a trick here, hefore the town, 
just as we were on ^le eve of such a bold ap- 
proach ; but never mind. She'll iiardly have an- 
other fit before you can bring her up." 

The bell rang, the wheels revolved backward, and 
all the numerous mysteries were duly performed 
again, but nowthe boat refosed to approach the 
shore. She would come up obediently to within a 
fow feet, but the nicest cfdculation and the most 
delicate persuasion could take bw no nearer. At 
each failure she was obliged to turn quite round, and 
each evolution took her half-way across the stream, 
and consumed nearly half an hour. No petted 
child ever conducted herself in a more refractory 
manner before company, than she before the aston- 
ished eyes of the goodly citizens of Alton. Every 
pnmk deepened the tint (tf our captain's hair, 
whiskers, and &ce, and was made the occasion of as 
many jokes as could be uttered till another fol« 
lowed. 

** She shows ofTadmirably, captain ; nothing could 
be more fortunate.'' 

" If you could threw her into a lit just before 
she backs water, she'd be sure to come up." 

** If she reuses again, you may as weu go on ; 
may be she'll eotpe to her temper at the next 
landing.'* 

" The wood will be out soon, and then shell 
certainly float ashore somewhere/' 

In the midst of this scene our red-flannele4 
Hooshier made his appearance^ His arms w«re 
inserted in his pockets, nigh to the elbow, the 
for cap tipped over the left eye, and the thick 
boots projected more than ever as he leaned 
against the side of the cabin, raised his upper lip 
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by way of adapting his eyes to the strong sunlight, 
and inquired with a loud voice into the meaning *' of 
all these hyurtarmnsJ* He was informed by Hal 
that the captain had thought of landing at Alton, 
but had changed his mind and was now merely 
showing his boat to the citizens, 

" Look hyur, stranger/' said he, '' do I look as 
if I could be gummed that easy 1 Vve seed too 
many boats in my day to believe your story ; but 
if he's trying to land tkar, this one takes the rag 
off them all. I e^y, cappen, what'U you give me 
to jump over and put my shoulder under the stam, 
and shove her up for youl I caltulate there 
wouldn't be much difficulty in doin it, if you'd 
stop that infamal old ingine that's v^hizzin and 
bustin, below thar. It's about half man-power, I 
reckon, when it don't leak." 

The poor captain became more and more per- 
plexed every moment, and actually went so far as 
to remove one of his gloves. . The people on shore 
cheered the last two evolutions, and the whole 
thing had reached the climax of the ridiculous, 
when, by a fortunate gupss on the part of some 
one, the boat was at last brought alongside the- 
shore, just one hoiir and a half from the time of 
the first attempt Everything had been brought 
up to the boiling point by the lotig suspense and 
severe effort. The perspihition stood in drops on 
the brow of the agonized captain ; the boilers had 
contracted the rage, and throven off more steam 
than had brought us from St. Louis ; the very tar 
had been warmed into greater freedom, and threw 
itself more fearlessly on the luckless by-passers. 
Our Hooshier had ilot duly considered this cir- 
cumstance, and, in the excitement of the moment, 
he planted himself directly beneath one of these 
thin filaments. It spun out in a beautiful threa4 
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of dark amber, and then, unluckily, parting above, 
deposited a large lump on the very edge of his cap, 
and shot off, in a fine stream, to the immaculate 
bosom of red flannel below. , 

"Look Aywr, now," said the wrathful Hoo» 
shier, doubling his fists; "if anybody wants to 
throw tar on me, he may do it as long as he can 
stand, after I've had two or three good licks at 
him. I'm a better steamboat than this when I'm 
set a-goin, and 'twon't take much such combusti- 
ble as that aar to fire me up." 

The bystanders were greatly amused, but kept 
liiemselves at a safe distance, for his arms were 
swinging about in a manner rather inconvenient to 
those on the narrow guard. 

"Easy, finend, easy," said Hal; "you cannot 
suppose that any gentleman would throw tar upon 
you : if you look up, you will see where the insult 
came from." 

" Yes, I see it's the infamal old boat. I could 
lick out twenty-four just like her ; but there'd be 
more sense in giving that ruffled carrot yonder a 
taste of a live man's fists." 

A little ^ persuasion, however, co6led his wrath. 
Our old passengers sprang gladly ashore, and' the 
new ones set their feet upon the plank rather 
doubtingly, but some one on the fire-deck settled 
the question by calling but " There won't be^ an- 
other boat till Tuesday." 



CHAPTER III. 
We got under weigh again after several starts and 
backings, and ran slowly along under the magnifi- 
cent bluffs that tower above the Mississippi on the 
Illinois side. In a short time Hal came to me, 
c2 
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Ida &oe drawQ into one of its heartiest euietsions 
of humor, and said, '' Jersey is here ; who could 
have dreamed of the good luck V 

But as the reader doesn't kpow Jersey, he wilV 
hardly participate in our pleasure till he is intro- 
duced. The brief appellation by which he is here 
distinguished was given him on the first day of his 
appearance among us, in honor of the declaration 
which he then m4de, that he " was bom in Jarsey, 
and had never been out of it till that day." He 
Wore a suit of coarse snuff-colored homespun, a 
large bell-crowned white hat, and a cravat of blue 
ground, dotted Mrith large oval figures of copperas 
Gol(»r» He had lost a front tooth, and had an awk- 
ward habit of grinninff, which made it manifest at 
ev^y word he uttere£ Though tnuch older than 
Hal, the latter had kindly offered to be his Mentor 
on first meeting him, and many were the waggish 
tricks he had played upon him, and the roars of 
laoghter which the per&rmances of Jersey, under 
his direction, had elicited. The simple, credulous 
face of the one, and the grave, imperturbable hon- 
esty of the other, in the height of Jersey's most 
ridiculous exhiHtions, had been an inexhaustible 
&Bd of amusement among the gentlemen during the 
weary hours of our journey. Jersey had left home 
under the auspices of the celebrated Marion City' 
colony, but had been separated from them at C6« 
lumbia, Penn., by getting on board the wrong boat. 
It was there that he first joined us. He traveled 
economically : that is, he found his own supplies, 
and slept on the floor of the cabin. His ignorance 
exposed hita to every sort of imposition, against 
which Hal was in truth his protector. ^ But for 
the honest care which he exercised over his worldly 
concerns, he repaid himself by letting out upon 
him the whole strength of his trick-lovmg disposi- 



LUPS IN nUIBUS LANS. U 

ti<ni. A paity of gendemeB were about leayine 
the packet, on the second day« for a walk. Hsu 
suggested that Jersey had better accompany them, 
as tuB health might suffer from the long confine- 
ment But there weus a difficulty in t^he case. He 
had Just purchased two large cards of nngerbread, 
^^and what should he do with them T To leave 
them on hi3 box he thought ^ould be danrarous, 
and this opinion was fully concurred in by his ad- 
viser. To eat them at so short notice, wbs out of 
the ouesticm ; to put them in his pocket impossible. 

" There is but one way in which you cwi disppsa 
of diem in safe^,^ said Hal, '' and that is to tie 
^em up in your handkerchief and take them under 
your arm." 

This w^ accordingly^ done, and they set forth. 
But Jersey's handkerchief gaped and revealed 
the secret. It was no choice herbarium, as his 
friend had asserted to the company when they 
joined them, but a ^air of luscious brown sheets 
of gingerbread, which he had purchased at a 
Dutch farm-house just back ; none of your shop 
compounds made of dirty lard, vinegar, and sal 
seratus, but a dainty mixture of golden butter, pure 
butter-milk, and si^erfine flour. A league waa 
entered into at once ; two of the party engaged 
Jersey in fatniliar elbow conversation, and at a 
rough place in the road stumbled against 'him, 
while a third at the same moment dexterously ab- 
stracted about a third of one of the loaves. The 
foremost romes begged his pardon, and the w^k 
was resumed, Jersey replacmg the handkerchiefi 
which had settled a little in the shock he received. 
Another stumble was soon made, and the part of 
the other loaf which projected behind his arm was 
withdi:awn. After a long walk there was a short 
yun to gain a bridge from which to let themselv«i 
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down on the boat Jersey seated himself on the 
railing beside Hal, and as the boat came up, the 
latter began to swing his arms and go through the 
various motions preparatory to a leap. These were 
continued till the moment of jumping^ when at a 
word they all found themselves upon deck, but 
Jersey's bell crown jvas lying on the bridge. As- 
tonished and alarmed beyond measure, he looked 
about with the most ludicrbus terror in his coun- 
tenance, and exclaimed " My hat's lost !" 

**No, it isn't," said his grave £dend, who had 
knocked it off. " There, the steersman is throwing 
the boat up to the shore; I'll take care of your 
gingerbread while you run and get it." 

But Jersey preferred to keep the gingerbrestid 
under his own protection, and leaping ashore with 
it, soon returned with the favorite chapeau elevated 
to its old position. He now seated himself to ex- 
amine his stores, and great was his consternation to 
find that more than a third of each cake had disap- 
peared. A thousand ways of accounting for its loss 
were immediately suggested by the innocent youths 
about him. But Jersey evidently rejected them 
all, and from that hour, his cfonfidence in Hal and 
his companions waned. When he reached Louis- 
ville, he took another boat, and came' on to St. 
Louis alone. But if he had enjoyed greater freedom 
from jokes, he had been imposed on in more serious 
matters, and seemed rather glad than otherwise to 
meet his grave fiiend. I had 6ev®r seen him yet, 
except in the heat of his performances, but now 
Hal was very desirous ttiat I 'should have the 
pleasure of hearing him converse awhile. An 
opportunity soon offered. 

We were passing a little wooded island three or 
four miles above Alton, when one o^ the apasmi 
came on, and was succeeded by a lurch more 
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violent than any proTious one, and an immediate 
settling of the whole craft. She had sprung a leak. 
The captain made his appearance, this time with- 
out the gloves, and <MrdeinBd her to be run on the 
island instantly. The goods were all taken out, 
the hands set at work, while the passengers went 
strolling through the woods. 

The island was small and uninhabited. There 
was nothing of interest upon it, save two or three 
little glades in which the early spring flowers were 
just unfolding their petals. We spent three or 
^ur hours in the checkered wood, admiring the 
various arts by which nature ushers her tender, 
and beautiful trun into being, and were about re- 
turning ^ soine books, when the sound of ap- 
proaching footsteps arrested us. In a few minutes 
Jersey broke through a thick copse near us. 
'* Stop/' said Hal, " this fbllow will be richer than 
any printed book." Accordingly we waited, and 
Jersey was introduced in due form. He had in 
som^ ccmfidential moment intimated to Hal that he 
was more brilliant in the society ci ladies than geB** 
tlemen, and I saw at once that he needed no pa^ 
tronage. He prided himself on his political acumen, 
and, considenng this his forte, plunged at once xntd 
a discussion of the various prominent men who 
w^re likely to claim the suffrages of the people in 
the ensuing presidential canvass. His opinion of 
them was delivered with a simplicity and brevity^ 
which quite suiprised me. 

First of all, he thought *' Mr. Clay capable, honest, 
aiid fittin." Mr.Yan Buren he guessed was capa- 
ble, but dishonester (ban Mr. Csdhoun, who would 
be all right if he wasn't a nulHfier. I asked about 
Mr. Webster. ** Oh, Webster," said he, ** is a capa^ 
ble man, but he ain't fittin." On proposing a woz4 
or two cf the leading doctrines of these statesmen, I 
3 
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feund him utterly ignoraiit of them. NullificadoQ, 
for aught he knew, meant the annexation of Texas. 
3ank and anti-bank were the same to him. He only 
knew of banks in general, that they were places 
where people put their spare funds for safe^. He 
seemed not to haye be<;ome acquainted with that 
more modem feature, by the intro4uctio|i of which 
thev have bQcomd forced loanis for. the adcommo- 
dation of gentlemen who wish to travel in Europe^ 
Texas,, or other " foreign parts." The tariff was 
in Bojne way connected with traide, but whether 
trade between the mechanics and fanners of our 
own country or between us and the Indians, of 
which he understood there was i* considerable" cjar- 
ried on in the west, he could not telL In short, 
Jersey was one of the few Americans ^ho, having 
a moderate share of sense, have grown up without 
travel or books, and wh^e they have not the weak- 
ness of idiocy, haye the igncnrance of the most un- 
favored peasant. I have rarely met in a pitizen of 
the republic a like absence of all-acquired knowl- 
edge, except among some of the miserablis emi- 
grants from the mountains of North Carolina. 

Having finished his political discourse, this illus- 
trious son of " the Jarseys" "was pleased to deliver 
himself of some rainbling thoughts on travel. On 
this topic his style was more discursive. In gen- 
eral he thought people had better stay ''to hum 
and mind their business, than to be licking it 
through the country, the. way they do now in 
steamboats and on i*ail-ro£^s. fie thought .they'd 
make ^ more by it. Besides, when he went, he 
preferred going in (conveyances to tf:aveKng, He 
didn't think it was a pleasant thing to be carried 
along as if you had a whirlwind wrapped around 
you ; . and then you met so Snany sorts or folks. No 
doubt," he added, '^ a good many of 'em is honest 
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as anybody, but there's a good many more that'll 
cheat you out of your eyes, if they can make six- 
pence on 'em, and some that'll!- steal your l^read 
and meat and throw it -away, if they don't want it 
themselves." These rexraxksHcergedy as Mr. Weller 
would say, on the personal, but the ringing of the 
bell left no tinie fcwr explanation. Wer hurried to 
the boat. It wtes much latet than we thought, be- 
fore the summons called our attention to the hour. 
When we arrived, the last of the barrels, boxes, 
&c., were going on board, the steam was up, and 
we were just ready to be off. Supper was soon 
laid, and we left the pleasant island while at table. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The night brought on another getieral engage- 
ment between the passengers and the vermm. 
The latter held the berths by prior ocfcupancy and 
could not be routed, but they were more than wil- 
ling^ to enter into a treaty ror joint tenancy with 
certain privileges in their favor. It was these 
privileges that made all the mischief. Like most 
questions in diplon^acy, they were exceedingly 
difficult to aettle ; one party claimed and exercised 
them on all opportunities, the other denied them, 
and rarely failed to offer the most violent opposi- 
tion to their use, even to the taking of life. It is 
due to the weaker party, howevei", to say that they 
gained by industry ahd perseverance what they 
never could by strength — ^the partial exercise of 
the prerogatives they claimed, ancf, in general, the 
final rout of their more powerful opponents. 

They at any rate were productive of muck 
merriment below, but it v^as a heavy aftair in our 
quarter. I had few books, which were accessiUoy 
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and the long-haired bride had fewer ideas. She 
possessed little of that strength of mind and bold 
thought, which characterize most of those rudely- 
bred women. I thought the magnificent garniture 
of her head had taken the place of more valuable 
properties inside, as is often the case among more 
cultivated females. The strange character of the 
feeling manifested by her huslNUid, made me very 
desirous of drawing him into an expression of it in 
words before he left us, and as their landing- 
place would probably be reached on the third 
morning, I availed myself of. a chance meeting on 
the shady guard in.the afternoon, to engage him in 
conversation. A few words about the height of 
the water, tfip timber, and the prairies, served the 
purpose. ■ . - 

" You are going^to become a prairie fturmer V 
I said. 

" No, I've been one afote, I've got a farm up 
the Viver h$fur that I've crapped twice a'ready ; 
there's a good cabin on it, and it's about as good ■ 
a place, I reckon, as can be £>und in these dig- 
gms." ^ 

"Then you built a cage," I said, "and :¥^ent 
back for your bird to put in it 1" . 

He looked at me, and his face underwent a con-: 
tortion, of w'hich words will convey but a faint 
idea. It was a mingled expression of pride and 
contempt, faintly disguised by a smile that was in- 
tended to hide diem. 

" "Wliy, I don't know what you Yankees call a 
bird," he replied, " but I call her a woman. I 
shouldn't make much account of havin a bird in 
my cabin, but a good, stout womaii I should cal- 
culate was worth somethin. She can pay her way, 
and do a handsome thing besides, helpin me on 
^ farm." 
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Think of that, ye bellea and fair-handed matd- 
miti 1 How was my sentiment rebuked 1 

'* Wel\f >ve*n call hrir a woman, which U, in 
truth, much the more rational appellation. You 
intend to make her useful aa well as ornamental to 
your home?" , ' 

*' Why, yea ; I calculate 'tain't of much account 
to have a women if she ain't of no use. I lived up 
hyur two year, and had to liave another man's 
woman do all my washin and mendin and so on, 
and at last I got tired o' totin my plunder back 
and forth, and thought I might as well g£t a woman 
of my own. There's a heap of things beaide thesCp 
that shell do better than I can, I reckon; every 
man ought to have a woman to do his cookin and 
Buch like, 'kaj^ it*^ easier for them than it is for ua. 
They take to it kind o' naturally,*' 

1 could scarcely believe that there was no more 
human vein in the animal, and detettnined to sound 
him a little deeper. 

"And this bride of youi's is the one, I suppose, 
that you thought of all the while you were making 
your farm and building your cabin 1 You have, I 
darer say, made a little garden, or scit out a tree, ot 
done something of the kind to please her alone ]" 

" No, I never allowed to get a woman till 1 
found my ileighbors went ahead of me with 'em, 
and then I should a got one right thar, but there 
wasn't any stout ones in our settlement, and it 
takes so^'lorig to mal^ up to a stranger, that I 
allowed! mought as well go^back and see the old 
folks, and git somebody that I know^d thar to come 
with me." - 

"And had you no choice made among your 
acquaintances 1 was tbere no one person of whom 
you thought more than another V^ said I. 

" Yas, there was a gal I used to know that wos 
D 
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Stouter and bigger than thii one. I should a got 
her if I could^ but she'd ^t married and gone off 
over the MusiUsippiy somewbar." 

The cold-hearted fellow! it was a^rfbctly busi- 
ness matter with hifti. 

'' Did you select this one solely on account of 
her size ?" said I. * 

" Why, pretty^much," he replied 5 " I^ reckon 
women are some like horses and oxen, the biggest 
can do the most work, and that's what* I want one 

** And is that ^11 1" I asked, moce disgusted at 
eveiy word. '' Do you care nothing about a pleas- 
ant ntce to meet you when yoa go home from the 
field, or a soft voice to speak.kind words when 
you are sick, or a c^entle niend to converse with 
you in your leisure hours ?'^ 

"Why, as to that," he said, "I reckon a woman 
ain't none the worse for talk because she's stout and 
able to work. I calculate she'll mind her owi^ busi- 
ness pretty muob^and if &he does she won't talk a 
great deal to me ; that ain't what I got her for." 

'* But suppose when ycni get home she should^ 
be unhappy ,.and want to see her parents and other 
friendsr .' . ^ 

" Why I don't allow she will ; I didn't get her 
for that." ' 

**' But if she does," I replied, i^ally anxious to 
touch some 'chor4 tihat might afterwards vibrate in 
the poor girl's behalf; " if she does feel unhappy ? 
you know one's feelings are not always under their 
own control." 

" Wall, if she does I expect I shan't mind it 
much, if she keeps^ it to herself." 

The selfish brute ! 

" If she kept it to herself, as you say, would you 
not attempt to alleviate her sorrows ] would you 
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not take her on some pleasant ride or walk, and 
•peak very kindly to her, and endeavor to make 
your new home and company agreeable to her V* 

** Ohl" Baid he, laughing feebly, *' I shall give her 
enough to eat and wear, and! don't calculate she'll 
be very daunsey if she gets that ; if she is she'll git 
shet ot it iafter a whiler." " - 

My indignation increased at every word. . 

" But you brought her away from her home to be 
treated as a human being, not as an animal or ma* 
chine. Marriage is: a moral contract, not a mere 
bargain of business. .The parties promise to study 
each other's happiness, and endeavor to promote it. 
You could not marry a woman as you could buy 
a i^hing machine, though you might want her 
for the same purpose.'. If you take the machine 
there is no moraV obligation incurred, except to 
pay for it. Ifjou take the woman, there is. Be- 
fore you entered into this contract I could have 
shown you a machine that would have answered 
your purpose admirably.^ It would have washpd 
and ironed all your clothes, and when done, stood 
in some out-of-tho^way corner till it was wanted 
again. You'wonlotave been under no ojbjigatipn, 
not even to feed and clothe ft, as you now are. It 
would have been the better bargain, would it not ?" 

" Why that would be according to what it cost 
in the fust place; but it wouldn't be justly the 
same thing as havin a wife, I reckon, even if it 
was give to you." 

** No,- certainly not ; it would free you from many 
obligations that you are under to a wife" (it was the 
first time,, by the -way, he had used the word), 
" aitid leave you to pursue your own pleasure with- 
out seeing any sorrowful or sour faces about you." 

** Oh, I calculate sour faces Won't be of much 
account to me. If a woman '11 mind her busi- 
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ness, she may look as thunderin aa a lire wstAk" 
quake, I shan't mind it." . 

"No, sir, I see you possess a very happy insen- 
sibility to the woes or happine^ of others. Your 
wife has occasion to congratulate herself on the 
prospects of life with a person elevated so &r above 
the emotions which move the human herd." 

I will not deny that the fellow's <x>olness some* 
what enraged me. There was a fair prospect that I 
should liiave read h^m a lecture as long as he would 
find patience to hear, but at ^is moment his wife 
came round the stem of the cabin. I thought sh^ had 
heard the conversation,, for the usual insipid smile 
was replaced by a slightly .contjf^cted expression 
on her dark brow, and her \oice sounded more as 
if it were the utterance of a soul conscious of its 
own identity and reqi^irements, as she said, ".Jcdin, 
vnll you come help me git to the big diist, the 
captain has had.some truck put 6n it." 

" Wall, you ain't a baby, I reckon, that you can't 
tote it somewhar else," was the amiable reply. 

"" But thar's such a heap^f it,'^ answered the poor, 
girl, unwilljpg to be wholly refused — so early too I 

"What if thar is a heap. Tote, qiway ten or 
fifteen minutes, and thar won't be so m;ich." 

She tume4 away without another word, but as 
she pass<ed the open window, I saw her wiping her 
eyes with the comers of her calico apron. It was 
|he n^Qst human manifestation I had seen in hen 
Notwithstanding the intense disgust I felt fgr the 
baserhgiarlspi} tyraiit lyho stood before me, I was 
constrained to makp que more effort on behalf of 
his victim. I said, therefore, as gently as I could 
speak, that it was not o^stQmary to treat females so 
in our country ; that a n^an would be pronounced 
a brute who would refuse to render .or procure 
fissistance for a woman imder like circumstances,. 
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•v«n if alie were hia aervant^sand such eoodact waa 
atiU more abhorrent tpward a wife. 

" Wall, I reckon die Yankees may do as they 
like about them things, -and I shall do jist the 
same. . I don't think a woman's of much account 
anyhow, if she caA't help herself a little and me 
too.' If the Yankee women was raised up like the 
women here aoTf they'd cost a heap less and bo 
worth mOTe." 

This was tl^e old key again.. He was hope- 
lessly benighted and briitified. His red flannel 
besom and dark fiice * inspired stronger aTersion 
than ev^, and I turned away, saying that I trusted 
his, wife would agree with him in these, opinions, or 
they might lead to some unpleasant difl^rences. 

*' Oh, as to that,^ said he, ** I reckon her pinions 
won't go furanrhow ; she'll thii^ pretty much- as I 
do, or not at ali.*' 

Thou beast ! I exclaimed nientally ; and sat down 
in the cabin pondering xm. the incredible brutaUty 
of such .opinions ip a civilised man, when the wife 
earned. Sheiiadiust returned ~fi:om her visit to 
the \* big chist." There was no longer a doubt, 
from the eicpression of her facd, that she had heard 
the conversation, and pinderstood some part of it 
too. I left her to her own Choice; whether to speak 
of it or not. ' ,- ' . 

After a few minutes she said, " I reckon you'll 
think John talks hard about, women." 

I replied, that it y^aa quite unusual to And per- 
sons who thought as he did. 

*' Well,'/ said the faithful creature, ** I reckon he 
don't think as bad as, he says ;" but her suffused 
^yes more than half contradicted her toneue. 

There's too much of the true wman in her for 
this brute, notwithstanding her ignorance and 
ailliness^ thought L It's an absolute waste of som^ 
d2 
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of the fairest materials that compose human nature 
to throw her away with this, selfish animal, 

" How long have yoif been married 1" I asked. ^ 

** Two weeks yesterday," she replied, the hlood 
mtotling through her dark cheek and brow. 

" Had you been long acquainted ]" 

This question unsealed her tongue, and without 
waiting further inquiry, she rtm on with her story. 

"JNo, I never sce'd him but three or four times. 
We was new-comers in the settlement whar his 
folks lived, and nobody vTcnowed wheii he come 
back that he wanted to git a woman to take with 
him. He come to our house once after night, and 
him and the old man had a long talk out doors, ^Dd 
finally he come in and stopt a little, and went off. 
The next day, dad- cLst me how I'd like to come 
to lUinice I I didn't take his meanin rightly, but 
John come again afore long, and then he ast me. 
I told him I'd heem 'twas a good country, but I 
liked it well enough thar. Then he said the t>ld 
man had told him he. might have ^me to go back 
with him if I was vrilHn to it, and he^ allowed I 
wbuld be. So afier two*or thre^-tweeks, we got 
married and put right off for his pl^e." . 

** And you expect to be happier m the n^w 
home than you were with your father and moth^]" 

** 1 hain't calculated mudh about that ; but I 
reckon I'll Want to see them and the yoimg ernes a 
little, ^ill I get broke in." 

I could scarce forbear a laugh at the significancy 
of this rude expression. It was a Common one 
with her, but described the process before her 
more forcibly than the most elegant language. 
There was no hope for her btit to settle into her 
slavery, and wear the shackles, if possible, without 
chafine under them. She had not character enough 
to redeem herself, and the brutal treatm^it to 
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which ahe was doomed would tend every day to 
d^pinish the little that she had, and reduce her to 
the condition 4>f a mere machine. Both parties 
were heyond hope : so that in gnJtifymg my curi- 
osity I had raised a crowd of>painful emotions in 
my own breast, and^ turned a dark page for the 
poor over-grown child before .me. They left ua 
next day, £e bride wrapping her light slippers in 
her pocket-handkerchief and walking barefoot 
from the landings 



CHAPTER V. 

Our boat conducted herself much better in the 
latter part of her tour than the first. Her improved 
conduct gave the captain leisure, when he was 
awake, to spend some time with his female pas- 
sengers. As I was the cmly one left after the de- 
parture of the Hodshier bride, these honors were 
concentrated on me. ' It w6uld have been a trou- 
blesome distincfion had the engine been lessi noisy 
or hid voice louder,. but As- the one Was **^fi and 
low," and the other hissed, whistled, groaned, and 
sputtered continually, I was but little embarrassed 
by them. If his face expressed astonishment at 
^^lat he uttered, I proceed^ to loc^. astonished 
myself. If he looked a negative, I shook my head; 
ati affirmative, I nodded: sentiment, nothing was 
easier than to respond; profound, it cost little 
effort to look wise and inquiring. Every day he 
donned a ftesh ruffle and white pantaloons ; but 
the hose, I think, were the same— so that after 
two or three days, there were several transverse 
stripes of a dark . brown color crossing the foot, 
which, at Bf distance, with a little aid from the 
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imaginadon, might be construed into ribbons, 9tnd 
so made to impart the appearance of a more elab- 
orate finish tb^be fine pumps. He had a Leehom 
hat, with a widertm lined with lemon-colored silk, 
in which he aired his brainless cranium on Very 
warm days, though he neVer pardoned himself for 
appearing in the t^bin with it. 

We worried on through the flood of water that 
was pouring down the bed of the Illinois and sub- 
merging its banks, till the night of the fifth day 
brought us to the landing-place of our friends in 
die town of Pokertoii. ^ \Xi was at that time the 
county seat of one of the largest and wealthiest 
counties in the statd. Its name is faintly descrip- 
tive of its inhabitants 4n a double sense : one of 
their favorite recreations being a game at cards, 
which is indicated l^ the first two syllables of this 
name. A still more conclusive right to it was de- 
monstrated before we- left the tovim. We had a 
promise of a conveyance to refach our friends early 
m the momingt; but our utmost efforts of coaxii%, 
hiring, and remonsti^ting failed to bring it' till one 
o'clock: My vexation may easily be conceived. 
After a journey of nearly four w<eeks; to be delayed 
so long within nine' miles of the dearest ftiends I 
had on earth ; to be doomed to #it in the wooden 
room of a wooden tavern, every beam and board 
of which was satturated with the juice and fumes of 
tobacco; to look out,. hoUr after hour, into the 
sleepy street of a river town, thronged with rough 
boatman, horse-jockeys, plaintiffs and defendants 
(for the court was in session) with their learned 
counsel, every man and boy of them armed with 
a cigar, or old pipe, brown with the absorbed 
ftimes of the weed ; to see among them all not a 
face that one had ever seen, and, tired as I then 
Mt, not one that I could ftincy I should ever wish 
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to see again, — was insufferable. Reading, in such 
a state of suspense, was out of the question ; and 
it was impossible to set foot out of doors, for the 
mud mounted half-way to the tops of the men's 
boots. I had not a few misgivings about the ** new 
country," and they increased in arithmetical pro- 
gression, till a nondescript vehicle drove to the 
door, and Hal came in to announce that deliver- 
ance had -at last come. Cloak and hat were never 
donned quic&er than mine on that occasion. I 
stood waiting long before the baggage was in. 

The 4river was. a native. " Is tmsAywrthe^ young 
woman that's goin- out ]" said he* 

" The very samq, sir." > . 

".Wall, just wait till I get this trucK aboard, and 
ril help you in." 

'' Thanl^ you, I ^ can help. mysel£ How long 
vnll it take you to drive to my sister's V 

**1 can't rightly judge now; the roads is heavy 
and the slues deep^ but I allow we'll fetch it about 
five o'clock, anyhow. I should a been here two 
hours ago, but my beast was out on the prairie, 
and I couldn't git him afore." 

"Well, our patience has been amply proved, 
meantime ; but now, if you can, acoomplisn it by 
five o'clock. It's just half-past one. and I confess 
I do not see clearly how one hofve is to travel nin^ 
miles, with three perscms and the baggage, over 
the heavy roads ai^ those other phenomena that 
you named, whatever they may be,- evenin that long 
tune." ' . 

"Thar, we're all ready now, that big piece 'of 
plunder can't go; seat yourself with the lady, Mr., 
and we'll put out ; — jist hold on the lines a min- 
ute, till I go in." . 

When he returned he had r^lenished the inne;r 
man with a liberal potation of whiskey, and his res* 
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olutions for our benefit were muMpHecl indefinite] j. 
He mounted a large trunk in front, flourished his 
whip, and we soon left the' suburbs of Pokerton 
behind us. 

It was a glorious April day. The very air was 
exhilarating enough to have routed ». legion of 
azure tormentors, not to mention the cij:^mstan- 
ces under which we were breathing it. ^ 

"Those who have ever experienced the emotions 
that fill the heart Vhen one approaches the home of 
fiiehds— adear sister or brother, afi»r a'separation 
of years, can appreciate sometUng of ours as the 
wheels rolled on and brought us nearer to this in- 
teresting termination of our wanderings. The deep 
joy which will not permit one to be silent and yet 
finds no relief in words, the questions which wiH 
continually force their way to utterance, though 
no answer is expected, the imaginary portrait of 
the home/ its internal Arrangements and ^eternal 
appearance, the changes which time has wrought in 
the persons of its old inmates, theapi^arance of the 
new ones he has introduced, the voluitne of the past 
which is to be opened by each paity^ its mingled 
contents of painfiil and pleasurable records, the 
new things that are to be told, and the old ones 
that are' to be reviewed, the f]:B8hness of each to 
each-, and the days that must elapse before this 
single charm can be diminished, me speculations 
upon the probable position and employment of eacb 
member of the family when you enter, and their 
surprise contrasted with your coolness which says, 
" Why, you didn't know we were so near, but we 
did and are not at all surprised ;" all these thoughts 
and feelings, and a thousand others whidi human 
language can define, crowded our minds and kept 
every facility upon its fullest tension. 

The countty itself had indescribable channs &r 
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the eye to which it was new. We had left the 
foliage of spring farther south, but I rejoiced more 
to see the prairieiB in then: naked majesty, having 
in my mind the rich promise which the coming 
months were to fulfil. Where they had not been 
burned, the grass was still brown, and the trees and 
copses naked. ' ' ^ 

One of the great desires of my life that yet re- 
mained ungratified, \vas to see a prairie. Several 
smooth openings ^linong the groves looked large 
enough to our uneducated vision, but the driver 
declared they were nothing — ^mere "little mea*' 
dows which would make smart truck patches by- 
and-by. J«st ncdhin at aH in the way of a prairie," 
But this did not restrain our exclamations <u delight 
at the beauty around us. To all which came the 
reply " Nothin at alL ma'am." 

1 at last asked if we should pass nothing entitled 
to the name of prairie ? 

" None of much account," he replied ; " thar's two 
or three smart little openings among the haarens, 
but the timber's scattered all over hyur." 

We crossed a little stream at some distance from 
the town, and our road thence onward, for more than 
a mile, wound among beautiful heights,' thinly wood- 
ed and covered with the clean brown grass. As we 
mounted one of these the country evened before 
us, and swept away to the eastern horizon, a dis- 
tance of manymile» — a smooth, open plain, undot- 
ted by a tree or other familiar object. I can never 
forget the thrill which this first unbounded view on 
a prairie gave me. I afterwards saw many inore 
magnificent— many richer in all elements of beauty, 
many so extensive that this ap|>eared a mere 
meadow beside them, but no other had the charm 
of this. I have looked upon it a thousand 
times since, and wished in my selfishness that h 
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BUght remam unchanged ; that neither buildings, 
i^uces, trees, nor living things should change its 
features while I live, that I might carry this first 
portrait of it unchanged to my grave. I see it 
now, its soft outline swelling against the clear 
eastern sky, its heaving surface pencilled -with 
black and brown lines, its borders fringed with 
the naked trees ! 

No better proof of^ie reality of this prairie could 
have been given than the silence which it inspired 
in mys^ and my companion. We had burst into 
exclamations of delight a dozen times before, whoa 
the little glades opened around \is, but now there 
was not a word uttered. Both were lost in con*, 
templation of the sublime spectacle which lay be- 
fore us. We had no inquiries to make. Nature 
spoke to us in her o\yn unequivocal language. 

But the view was 'short; the road Boon wound 
again among trees, and afterward ran apross a tract 
of low open ground &Qm which the prospect beyond 
was cut off. \,It began now also to be worse than 
we had found it. The turf was wet and very soft, 
and the soil where it was cut, so adhesive that it 
was extremely difficult for the horse to make any 
progress. We had not yet learned what the slues 
were, and I was about acting our Jehu to enlighten 
us on thif( point, when a practical demonstration, 
much more impressive than the most eloquent de- 
scription, superseded the necessity, and indeed, the 
opportunity of speech. 

We approached a long nairow Hne of stagnant 
water, filled vnth bogs oftall grass and apparently 
very much broken up in the middle. There was no 
bridge in sight, and the road terminated abruptly 
on one side of this miniature swamp and emerged 
as abruptly on th^ other. It was evident that peo- 
.pie crossed, or at lea^t drove in from both sides* 



The man on ^e trunk betmy'ed 00 Besitatton, 
he only looked firat to the right, then to the left, as 
if he contemplated turning <w.t of the beaten track 
if any better (we offisred ; but apparently the exam- 
ination Waa^^uitless, for he advanced and plunged 
his hon^ at once into the jthickest of the black 
pooL I was certain yr^e shbuld never get throng 
The animal sprung, floundered, ^d puUecl his brot^ 
and drew the waggon. (the driver^ by the way, 
called it a-i2eariW») about tvripe its length, when 
he. went do wp^ and I thought was going to dis- 
appear altogether, but 9 sudden jerk showed that 
he still found fopting^ T^ fore wheels: sai^ in 
the place he bad just pcciipied» the, driver lay in 
the pool between^ th^ horse atc^ h%k and dxy on 
the opposite 4de» the diaft^ dra^^g^gat^bis heels, 
and Hal and I sat looking all sorts. of eoastetnat ion, 
€rst at the di^iver, then at the bew» then at each 
other. It waa but b. moHient^ and.b^th broke into 
n ah cut of la. lighter tliat brought Jjehu^in astonish* 
metit CO hl^ feet, atiJ drew the attention of two 
elderly ladiea who were lopking up soma early 
sprouts of beans in a garden near by. There we 
satf diBrDally helplo8B, in a bemifed' and ^ecrepid 
^vavgon, the horse and driver 4 few f<^ in advance^ 
and both of us wondering :bow we were to gc^ out. 
The manx>f ibe whip soon recovered bis.aelf'pos^ 
session, and merely remaiking that the^bipttom pf 
the f^t^^muflivhave fallen- out since he <^*es8ed it, 
suggested that I should walk ashpre as I beatcoul4 
rand go into the tavern^ while he went to the.Uiick*' 
.amith's sh<^ for help, and to get hid ^i^ures re» 

S aired. ** It wap- right good , luck/' said ke^as he 
rove joff, ** diat we didn't get dued aj&nn^ we got 
to toiyn.** - • 

[ ** Tq town !'' said Hal, opening his -eyes in aa* 
tontshment ; ♦• where is a town I** 

4 E ^ 
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" Wljy byir, don't you see there's a tavern, and 
yonder is a blacksmith's shop, and tw6 hougen be** 
side. This is woodland." 

" Yes, so I should think, in its natural state." 

On due inspection, however, a sfgn^-post was vis- 
ible before the smartest^ookihg of the t^ee cabins; 
It belonged to the garden where we had ^en the 
elderly ladies,' and ilow bojth- tbeir caps were vis^ 
ible in front./ Peopled with traveling baggage 
Could not pass through' the .tovn without inspect 
don, still less he^'^* slued*' in its very suburbs, and 
not reci^ive «ny j>roffer of hoepitaJity from its prin* 
cipal inhabitants. ^ On charitable t^i^ugbts intent, 
therefore, the good matrons issued from the door 
to invite the strangers in tiH repairs wer^ made. 
While they approached 1 had^time for a brief sur-^ 
vey of their peraons. Atf: w6 wer^ within two or 
three miles' of our Ulster's house^ these people must 
be neighbors, BO I. had somei^nterest m the exam-s 
ination. ■..-,'■: . f- ^ J -. 

Both were- somewhat pist the middle period of 
life. One wa3 atoaight^tall, pteci$efigure,^^mmed 
at all comers into more than puritan stiffbess; Her 
face was^ eipressive of much fcipdnfess, i thought. 
I ^as not #o well skilled In physiognomy then as 
noiV. Her earriage was lady-like, and both her 
dre^and tiianner indicated th£^ she Was an em* 
igrant-from the east.-^ The^ former,'liowever, was 
peculiar, cmd betrayed the presence of some strong 
prejudices in the wearier. The waist was short, 
and the long skirt fell in nantoy; perpendicular 
folds to the feet. The sleeves (it will be remem- 
1>ered'tbat this was the period of maturity among 
large sleeves) were confined to tho long; slender 
arm half-way aboye the elbow, and thence enlarged* 
. a trifle to the shoulder. A neat, square collar of 
spotted muslin surrounded the neck. The cap 
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was equally plain ; BtQl all was in ke^piiig wil& 
the person, M^iose whole mien was characterized 
by a stifinesB that reminded one of a new made 
Quaker in a baH-room. Her companion was quite 
a contrast to this in person ,1uid cbress, She was 
shorter and thicker.^ Her movements were ^quick 
and fi-ee, and indicated & woman who had moved 
much, and alwaysi witib^ an ol^ect. Her dress was 
moirei confcmnable, as Mr. WeHet, sen., would say. 
Her sleeves were larger, iie^.vWaist longer, her 
skurt i^ot so penpendiciilar, andber cap bad a fuller 
border.. All these observationJs were made in-a. 
much shorter spacethan it will take to read them, 
£3r we met m less than a mii^ute firom the time 
when they .con^pienced. A coiirteousv salutation 
from the noB-ccmformist and a-cordifd one from 
ber. companion, were followed by a scrutinizing 
gaze through the ^lass^ of the' latter, and an ex- 
damadon, '' Lat it^ Mia$ — *, Mary's sister, isn't 
iti" llief0 w^ Bcr denyii^ the ch^ge. 
' '^1 fought so, you took so much like her ; eome 
in, do; Why, you broke down in the slue, ehl 
Well, who'd a di^pght. it 1— but Mary's been ex- 
pectin <Mft you dm gobd while. ^e'Q be glad 
enough, I guess,, Take a chair; you must be 
tired. And thatV youik^.broth^r ll^ry with; you, 
eh ? I'thought I knowed you to soon as- J looked 
at you. Jt beats f^ how.roiich you and Mary looks 
alike. Why, whea'd yua 'come up the river ! 
WhU, last night, and ndver got out here tiU this 
time 1 TAe off your things ; you'll have to wait 
some time for 'em to mend th^ waggon : the whip^ 
pletree i» broke ; I see the fellOw catryin it along 
m his hand." 

" No, thank you," said I, embracing the first j^ause 
in the good old lady's, interrogatories and saluta- 
tions, to inquire the distance that yet remained. 
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** La! 'tain't but three nnld^ we^re liigh neigh* 
bore. Wfejl, how glad they will be to see you i 
Do take off your bunnut^ they w<ni't get the 
witggon mended right away." ' ^ 

I lepHed t^iat 1 would walk rather than wait^ 
long, now we were so near. • 

'* I masdy, you can't do it,-*the r<^ ia so wet 
and the slues bo full of water. ^ There's a slme right 
out here tlu^ yourcouMn't get acix^ at all, so 
you'll have t6 wait.** 

r now turned my atticntidii to a group of young 
girls who yvere gathfered atlJie odber side of the 
room. One of ui'em, a p]&le, dmid-loQidng child 
of fourteen, with large black eyes and a l5ice siut 
gularly like that of the tallef woman, came for* 
ward, and was introduced by the latter- as her 
daughter Josephine^ The others bbre^ the like 
relation to the hospitable landlady. When* the 
latter abated the tempest of her b^^!&^ aiittle, Ao 
more dignified nofn-conformi&t entered into con^ 
rersation wi^h me. She told me who she was, a 
piege o£ information which had mom interest for 
me than the reader^ may suppose; how long she 
had been there, and where she came fix»m. It waa 
all done in a veir plt)per and precise manner. 'Sck 
a single )ruW, or etiquet^ was transgressed, either 
ill question or answer. • ,- 

' At the end of half an hour the waggon was at the 
door, and "we were once taOre ready to start. . We 
inquired of the landlady for the house. 

•* It's die next but ope," she replied. ** You-go 
by Squire 0'firieii*s jist put here in the edge of the 
groye, iand it*s the next one you come tov - It's a ' 
story and a half frame-house, with a kitchen back," 

Silence > seize your tmigue, good woman, for the 
next half hour, for that hinti I Wouldn't have 
looked at the best painting that represented it, and 
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htfre, within an hour of seeing it, I have die ^ole 
thing set before-nie. 

We drove on, got over the j^ without breaking 
down, rode through one or two litUe copses ci 
hazel and sassafrasi enieiged <m.^ open ^prairie 
with the $ame sky-bound savannah in front that 
had so charmed Us a liule way back^ andl continued 
thus till we i^truck the ou^irtfr of a thin tract of 
barreads, entered a lane with ^^r fields on either 
hand, and saw two houses before us. But now 
we were- all seized vdth. a f udden mistiness of 
recollection. Nobody could tdl whether it was the 
first (»^ the second ; something had been said about 
two close.. tOgeti\er, and it wias finaUy settled be« 
tween Hal and his J^nithat it inust he the farther 
one% We lookisd hard at th^ first, to see if wo 
could detect TO ft^miliar face peorkig firom its 
windows^- but they itemed deserted and lonely. 
The yaixL and garden adjoining w^e enclosed 
with pieket-fence; ^some rose bushes and a few 
odier fipweriag' shrubs: dotted the turf of clean 
cultivated rgrassy/yvhich was just springing from its 
Winter \>ea, and . there was ^ anpeet^ about the 
whole nhat made me alnaost exclaiiki '*This mual 
be Mary's homei*' But W^^d passed, and wex^e 
looking back, when a^ce appeared ^t one of the 
kitchen wmdows that sf^ed our doubts, and turned 
the horse^s bead in the dii*ection of our own<rather 
quicker than was quite consistent with 'the safety 
of the d€arh4^m^\ jSo accident befel us, however^ 
and in another moment we werexushered through 
the unfinished haU into' the room which servecl 
as kitchen, parlor, and dining*rQom.' One was 
there whom our hearts bounded to aee^ but not 
Mary. ^ ,, 

« Where is sher 

'' Sh6 has stepped into her fether-in-kw^i, tlw 
b2 
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next house ^ but ^be'll be here iii a momept, for 
sbe must have seen you." 

The words were scjBErcely. uttered when the outer 
door opened, and a thin^ ^li^t figure bounded in, 
and the next moment we were alternately clasped 
in her arms. My dear sister! My dear brother! 
were the only words we had need to exchange. 
Deep emotion is always silent. 
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Mary was followed bya sturdy little boy, with 
dieeks like the rich side of a fall pear. . He Jooked 
^ us a moment, and then drew to the opposite 
side of the room. 

** This is my JaniiM,"^d the proud mother. 

** Sothis is the famous letter- writer, about whose 
wonderful doing^ and sayings we have been favored 
with sueh long pcissages in certain epistles from 
Prairie Lodge. He is not exactly as spiritual as 
old Nominua Umbrg, was at the last date/ but he 
will be all the more interesting to us mortals by 
and by, when his highness condescends to make 
our acquaintance. Now let us see the externals 
of Prairie Lodge." 

*'Oh, there is little to see now. Nature does 
most of our ornamental work here, and she has 
barely comm^ced the business of the season yet. 
I can show you what she has to work on, and you 
will so5n see for yourselves that she is. an elegant 
and unsparing artiet here. NoW, are you ready V* 

"Yes." 

''What, no gloves r ^ 

" Never a one. I want my htods at liberty^ 
having a special use for them : and, moreover, I 
bate gloved," 
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- ^* Bat y<wa'll wear a Bun-bonisBt 1** 

** Why, yes, I must concede as much as that, I 
suppose, chough next to the articles just mentioned, 
your elckse, stxaight^omvard sun-bonnet is my aln 
horrence." / . • 

" Yes,, so I should think, and aQ other Ibrms in- 
cluded, to judge from the i^olorof your face and 

" Why, I hayes.iiirorn» as you see, a little c^n 
hat, that would let me look wherever I chbse. 1 
hiave liot lost sight of a leaf, ot rock, or anything^ 
either cui^ous or beautiful, iot the sake of saving 
a shade of brown on nly complexion." - 

" But. you havn't tr«v^<ed from New Yoric^ in 
that little riClboped nut-shell without a veil ]'' 

**^ Exactly so, sister wne« I paekod my veil in 
the bottom c^niiy trunk .when I -started^, to save aU 
scruples/ a^ relieve myself from two or three 
troublesome debates each day; on the prc^riety of 
dropping it over my face for five minutes. I put 
veils in the same category with gloves."- 

" And sun-bonnets too % -Why you'll run wild 
en the prairie before the first fiqwers are out ; if 
the Indians were crossing the country as dften as 
they used to be, three or four years sinc^, they'd 
tftke you-alongfor a stray princess.'* , ^ 

' " Thank you ; the rank would he fintteain? : but 
if it were due tp our family on the score of color^ 
I havis^ an elder sister who should take prece- 
dence." / ' 

" Here we are- This littie brook that is fringed 
by thei^e willows, runs fix>m a piec^ of springy 
ground above the garden, and falls into the little 
stream that crosses the road at the foot of that 
krge tr^. It is here all the year, ejccept, opca- 
eic^dally, a few weeks in vpry dry seasons. One 
could scoop out a delicious little pool under those 



drooping willo'tfirstir^B^ hai ^mp snd ftH no BCfu- 
plei about gloTeless hand«i" 

*'Ye8, 1'U think of it^ ' Now where does this 
clean path lead through that unparalleled gate and 
those bushes beyond]'* 

** To the Spring.** - 
" .** Ah» what a distance !'' 

'* Oh yes, but ^e only bring water thence ^' 
drinking and cooking; we haTe, usuaUy/asr abun- 
dance of rtuii-w.ater ne^ the door.^' ^ 

** That's a Uessing ; but when the clouds fail V 
, ** That is. a fidkite we y&cj seldom hear of heroi 
You'll see befin« you hare been with u§ a week it 
is the last dispensation one would prov^ ^^gainst.'* 

" You have showers, then, sometimes ]" 

** The clouds will answ«r that question some 
day, in a manner that wil^ astcttish you/' 

'* Is there anything wordi seeing in this gfore 
l>eyond your wring?" 

" Nothing of mu<ih interest in the natural world ; 
there is a little spot there—" ttid my sister's face 
lost its jdayful expression v/hiLe she spOke. *' But 
I i9ust tell yon the story some day^ ¥men we have 
leisure, and take you to see it." 

" Very well, if it be melancholy, as^ I guess, let 
us dismiss it till, some future time, when sorrow 
will be a i^asiire. Whose hcMise is that down the 
roadr , 

" That is Mr. R— -'s, John's fathw. We call 
it * the other house.' " 

"It would be more oonvement, would it not, to 
eliminate the last twp letters of the article, and cut 
the phraee down to two words V* 

"Undoubtedly. Bpt I trust you will not claim 
the idea a^ original. It is one we have ofien 
availed ourselves of» since the taction of this, 
made a^t'other of thaU" 



^ 
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. '* Very ingemous, tanAji Sut irhat are all these 
Ahrabs i^QC the yiur4 r* 

** Here yoa see dr row of forest trees : this tall 
one that bends 00 ^praqefiilly; la Mat ^Im. John aad «-^ 
placed them liei:^ two jears ago; These are roises 
ak>^g li^re ; ycmder are two lilacs on each side the 
front door ; farmer on is another kind o^rosebetween 
ihe gate and the la]rge^e6> and thiols a n^nnga, but 
it has never powered ye^ Those scattered pro- 
inidouously yonder, are rosea. I haye bete unable 
to procure a . greater yariety ; indeed, if roses 
woftld bloom |it. all seasons I'^sbcmld' scarcely crave 
,it« As the roots increase I intend to divide and 
multiply them till the yard, all except my Ueach* 
in^ plat, lA a wilderness ol^'^emu There is no- 
thmg "in the ^wer world that I so much love* 
They grow very fast <mi oht rich sc»l. If different 
kin£ of shrubbery were to be had here, one^ould 
"liave^ a magmficent display in a -very few years. I 
have the pr^^nise of aome from Cincinnati this 
springs by a gentleman with whom you are par- 
tially acquainted, I believe. Oh, I declare it's a 
phenomenon that red can be se^en throu^^ eo dark 
a brown ! But this gentleman is to have a t^iety 
of plants sent on, and he offers to^divido mth 
me. By the way I bad like to have forgotten 
one horticultural ciuio9ity. It. ia bare , on the west 
side of the house, under the bed-room window. 
These^ndowB are not so bare ,ii& summer. I 
have a flowering sdu-let-runner that clusters very 
thickly over them, and. makes a nipre beautiful 
drapery than your dionask and gossamer." 

''I have no doubt; but show me ypur curioe* 
ity." ^>, .> . .' 

** Here it iS| do you recognize ttl But there'd 
little nee^of asking ; for a lady who abhors boo* 
oets ai:^ veils, you blush easily, methiidca." « 
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" I scarcely know who would not bludh to see 
themselves starpd at by their own initials, done in 
green of that size,«ild in salad, too ! common saladf 
By-and-by it will be plucked aiid eaten in vinegar. 
Who would not blush at the prospect of such an 
ignominious Uotting frotn the face of nature t 
But^ho is that approaching us |" 

" My husband. You'D hardly recollect him : — 
but come in. I must set about tea. Hal is whis- 
pering me that you hayil't eaten smce you left^t.* 
Louis." , ^ ' ' 

• ** If he doespY call such service as he did ^ 
the supper table laKt evening eating/ it must be 
cortfessed v<Fe have not" . 

" Be seated^ you' will ndw learn the. coiivenip 
ence of having your parior and ^dining-room iii the 
kitehen, thsrt; is, wh^n you areu your own servflint. 
I take care of -my family alone, but it vdll interfere 
little with our conversation ; you sit there,' I work 
here ; so it alf goes on harraoniouftly." s 

*' But suppose I work with you. let me lay l^e^^ 
table." " ■ . V 

" Certainly, I shall refuse you nd privilege of that 
kind." 

In a few minutes the shining plates were laid upon 
the snowy cloth : a reflector *^led with tender ois- 
cuit glittered on the hearth ; the tea-kettle bubbled 
into the fire ; the feellar yielded its stores of golden 
butter, cheese, and honey, and a^ repast was before 
us that wpuld have tempted appetites more pam- 
pered than ours had been. In the evening all the 
family wer6 gathered, not excepting the gentleman 
whose plants were otf th^ir way from Cincinnati, 
There wm also present a gentleman who had^ong 
been domiciliated with my sister's &mily — a man 
with a dark fkce, which seemed th^ home of the 
very genius of inelanoholy. A single word .ex* 
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iikdned his connexion with' the story which Mary 
had promised me at some future day. The even- 
img was spent is the enjoyment of some of the 
richest emotions, that belong to humanity ; all re- 
tired at-a late hour ; M^e new ones, with a world of 
novelty yeti to explore^the' others with many 
wondexs of the eastern world yet to leam^^ 



CHAPTER VIL 

( The he^t day calls 'were received from the 
ethi&r houa^, invitations accepted^ and prairie life 
fairly begun. , >. 

•'. There, was everything yet to see and learn, but 
we were under progress very soon. Hal, I be- 
lieve,' ^dvtoced Bmcii more rapidly than myself— 
a tial^tfat consequence of his bemg alH'oad so much 
mote. - But we were'no stayers indoor. When the 
household eares were disposed of ibr an hour or 
two, away we went into the grdves and thickets, 
or out upon the prairies. There were some visits 
to be made at two or three miles' Stance ; these 
called for horses. Sometimes the call was re** 
spcmded to by one only^ and I remember one 
afternoon enjoying a hearty laugh when Hal, who 
Was- to accompany us, ca^e ^ in and ' announced 
very gravely, ^at the h(M:se was ready, apd that 
he wt>uld mount and wait till we came out« He 
had built a small addition to him, he said, and quite 
regretted there was not a fourth person to accom* 
pany us. Mounted thus, one on the saddle, the 
Other behind on a blai&et, with Hal fi)r our bridle 
knight— and never had two ladies a more Waggish 
or humorous one— we scoured the prairies, xial 
Wais generally in at the mounting and dismounting; 
but unless there were danger to be encouiitered» 
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im saw Httle of him between thegoals^ wli«t we 
gained over bim by our q[>eed being lost by the 
TariouB exjdorations arhicj^ curiotity or ^faiicy M 
tt8 to make. . . ^ . 

The eouestrian of the. prairies enjoys the largest 
liberty wtiich &11b to the lot >of mortals. Tmie 
and distance are the only checks he knows. He 
draws his rein for whatever point he lists, and 
gallops in straight xr curved luies on tiU he tires 
or reaches the spot. Physical fireedem is nowhefe 
more perfect, and seldom is it enjoyed with a 
, higher a^es^ thaii we brought to thesQ excursions^ 
gi^at qs was t^ disproportion between steeds and 
riders. 

Our visits were usually made in the a&enioon. 
The hour for starting wasc.the curliest praotic(able 
after dinner, whiclT was. always laken at ^^lve« 
When the. incoming; had been auspiciQUS within^ 
and only the ordinary affairs of the house were on 
hand» tbejpreparations cpuld all be made by one 
o'clock. But t^aforce of habit was too sti;ong to 
B^aSbr me to silbmit to this without an earnest pro- 
test, and I remember. feeling very much annoyed, 
one 4ay atbeing dtaggedjout to spend a long after- 
noon less agreeably ^than we ^ould have spent it 
at home. > " 

** What. possible pleasure can it afford our host-^ 
essi" I inquire4. 

^'I cannot vouch fi^ the pleasure/' said Mary; 
** but the conyenience, I cu^ assure you, will be 
very great.'' 

"How, pray r . 

** If we go at one she will have time to prepare 
tea; if we wait till two> Ahe will be compelled ^t 
dismiss us without."^ 

" Send a messenger then toateure her that wn 
are coming; that will give her time*",. 
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' '*<Ye8,,bitt it would be very awjtwiOvl to tak^ 

ker in mid prepatatieQ*" 

^ ^Net at aE for ust aad , the la^, on your owq 

showings can be endowe4 with no veiry high 

degree of senaibilky; so 1 tUnk your argiim^it 

feik*" 

**My argumeat otajr, b«t i»^ ^cperienoe dbeii 
Bot* I haT0 viaited thu lady-, you BjeFver have, and 
I speak from posknre.]uip\if}edige whe» I say that 
k win not <lo to go btor thmi ooe.^ . 

This was one of t^Mi^ obfttinate caso»-^4uok ai) 
arise in. many other :^ffiAii of. Jife^-riu^ wfaidb 000 
^M^die roasoiis to: WiiiidisptttableVb^ it 

difficult to set them forth 19 wf^s. We repaired 
tooufT post at one o^ekidi ; the hoeteas was already 
on the ptiviv6. She however isat about five min-* 
utes amr our/entranee#^to^]giye digpity to the 
veoeptimi, and t^en went-dboufe^xmsummatiog the 
great event of the day-^^*-the tea table. Th^ whole 
affcdr went on in tho room^here wq vat^ so that I 
iiiaii be ab]^ to give its diferjei^' atages and pro* 
gross with an acf^iracy i^Wdb, I trujBl, may be 
apprec&abed. - 

Fxest stage— hal^past ope a kettle of jmmpkiu 
is syspended over the fire for s^wiaff^ and a tea* 
ket^eplaoed on th&hear&, a few inches from the 
foi^BfStiok ; half past two, a patent; oven ia placed 
before the fire, filled with gingerl»«ad,^ of \i^ich i 
will give the recipe to- the next edition of the Fru" 
gal Housewife. Next, the pwupkin is taken up 
Md in:«{Mired for bftking, by^'simng and mixmg 
with eggs^ miUc, giijger,aiid molasses. I .ought to 
have remarked that aa all this took place in th# 
month of. Mky» the pumj^in was dried. At four 
o'clock, the ^ngerbread was replaced by a pan of 
i^eaten bisciiit, and the teskeU^le was suspended 
F 
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dxnn the hook wh^tice the pampkin had beisii 
taken. At half-past four, the tabl^ was placed in 
the centre of the toqm, and covered :vviUi a clotk 
Pishes now began to drop arqand nipon it. They 
appeared atxandom, of all ages, colors, and sizes, 
just B8 the congregation gathers at a country meet- 
ing-hotise. This continpded lill- dark^ broken at 
intervals by the attention necessary to affairs elser 
Where. At five o'clodk, the biscuits 'VKerd;rembved^ 
wrapped in a table-cloth or towel, and is pie placed 
in ^e oven. The fi)rewipts stimulated 'with a i^sh 
basket of chips. ' Time was shortening now, and 
affs^rs began to vrear a huit^ed look^ I could not 
forbear taking advantage of « short absence of tl^e 
hostess, to ask Mary whether her experience would 
enable her to guarantee ns any supper, ivith tdl bur 
punctuality. At six o'clock, a pla^e c^ ^^^ ^^ 
and picktes appeared on the table, tanked by a 
saucer of honey and a presejfre ^ish of phims. 
The teapot was scalded at half-past E&j the biscuit 
and cake had taken their places at na quarter to 
seven, and just fifteen ;ninUteft afterward, we were ^ 
seated at the table. The attention of the bostess 
Ivas several times interrupted by the pie, which 
would not bake ; at last she declared hersetf tmder 
the necessity of apok>gizing ibr^its conduct, and 
asking lis to excuse its appearance. We left a 
Httle before leight o'clock, and the naughty pie 
was taken from its hot berth a few minutes pre« 
vious. When I was invited to repeat the vistt, 
it was impossible to forbear expressing myself so 
highly entertained that I should take great pleasure 
in domg«o. 

This is not an exaggerated report ;. but it Is due 
to the females of the country to say that such ex- 
treme ^Ibwness is not chttracteristic of ^em. The 
person who figured here was an importaticm from 
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the Buckeye state, and would have been ^ snaH 
even in Yankee land. 

Xhig," though a literal description, is a £ur rej^ 
resentation <A' social Visiting in that cpulitry. 



CHAPTER yin. 

' At Prairie I'^geoiuracqilaintwice with iSfl^i^er* 
Ufe commenced. - But it. was not' carried toan^ 
great intimacy here. My sister's Immerhad been 
httle Tisited^even in earlier days, by the primitiye 
settlers. Their nrincipid intercourse had consisted 
of business affairs between the men, aM vints of 
mercy between the females in the times of ^dt« 
nefl«-or death, so diat we saw little of th«an excepts 
ing an occai^ional out-ofdoor call.£rom some neigh* 
bor, or 4n passing their residences or .waggons in 
our ^various 40xcursions. '" \ 

One fanfily of this kind occupied the next house 
west from -the Lodge. We o&en passed it, and 
the external appearance excited the mdst intense 
curiosity to hiive a peep at the^ intemaL JBut I 
grieve to say that it could -noTer be accomplished 
under any debent. pretext whatever. All the 
showers virere eitbers too early or too late. No 
waggon ever broke. down in the neighboriiood, 
though the road was at times bad,enoiigh to en- 
courage hope for a long way on either side. It 
was too near home evef* to stop for watea:.- It is 
true there was an occasipnal illness,, but xhi^ could 
not serve my purpose, for Jthe wife had a^mother^ 
to whom the lively doctor of our village gave the 
name of Meg MerrUies (I fancy there was a little 

♦ The cognomen olf the niinoians, ai^wering to the Buckeye 
of Ohio, the WoWeme of Michigan, the Corn-cracker of Ken- 
tucky, &c.^ , . ' / 
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qpite in tt, &r the was hisrhral in tbk branch <tf 
die medieal profession), who would travel Meen 
or twenty miles on foot in die momii:^, attend to 
her patient^' and return in the eyening. - Meg then 
officiated, to die exclusion oi all the icurious gos- 
sips of the neighborhood, and had things all her 
own way^ The padent was generally out the next 
day, and all went on as before;? ^^ ^ . ' V . 

The house was one of ^e. Aeaaest description 
of cahtns. At turned its. b^k up0n the road, and 
showed onjly a four-light window, or rather sash ; 
for soon after I first saw it, the durd was broken 
out, and the fourth vo fi^ctured <diat its continuance 
ieemed extreiiMjy doubtfol. A patchwork quflt 
€£ blue jeans -and red flapnel was bung acrosa die 
fq>erture a fow' days after^ and never removed 
vmile I remained in the country. Pirecdy beneath 
this; against the wall, which was xm a line vrith the 
fence, was a green podl of about |;he dimensions of 
the house. It wafi|'of artificial construction, i^nd 
redounded not a little to die lasCe of some eight 
or ten larse swine, who dc^ghted their senses in 
its aromatic depth^ at the same dme that diey 
regaled those of bynpassers. 

The entrance to the house .was in the rear. A 
low kind of shantee projected from die door sev- 
eral feet back, which served for pantry, milk« 
house, pig<-pen, txmltry-house, and possibly stable 
in winter. In the righ^ 'anode between these was 
the well, just far enough from "the com^ to be 
visible in passing. T^ ground around this was 
the greet theatre of action ^r mother and chil^ 
dren. I njBver knew the exact number of the 
latter, but if called tp testify in any «iatt^ con- 
cerning them, I should say the minimum was eight, 
the maximum double diat number. I rarely saw 
less than the former^ sporting away die moming of 
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lile^izi thfiir rags and filth, on the banks of the veor- 
dant pool, or the hard-trodden ground around the 
well. Their dress and complexions w«ve so uni- 
form that I could never distinguish but one of 
them, a girl of some twelye years, whose face was 
always a litde dirtier, her hair a little stifier, and 
ber clothes a shade nearer the color of the earth 
in which she burrowed. When any one approached 
^e house, they. all scampered like a herd of wild 
animals into the angle between the cabins, and 
peeped around the comers as long as the traveler 
was in sight. A general yell and ^K>ut announced 
bis disappearance and their return to the several 
lUDQUsements fi-om whicl) they 4iad fled. 
. The father of this family vt^as a man of sense 
and much general infom^^ion ; his morals rw&e 
unimpeacdiabJe, and his ^character commanded so 
much respect, that he was prc^osed for one of the 
highest officea in ^e county. His election was 
lost in consequence of sc»ne local, division, not at 
aU connected w\|h the degraded condition of his 
family. He had a fine farm, valuable hemes, and 
other property, and^ dway &om home, appeared 
as well as any of his neighbors who lived more 
comfortably*, liia means would have enabled him 
to buHd a good house, surround it withxuUiihEited 
grounds, and fulmish it with every requisite for 
neatness and comfort. Had such physical degra- 
dation been the result of extreme poverty, the case 
would have excited Qompassion, instead of •curios- 
ity CMT disgust. But it was not so. 

It may be asked, thei^^ what was the ^^ause % 
It was not that the parties were misers, and 
hoarded their gains ; for their means were spent 
freely to procure whatever they deemed necessary 
to comfort. What, then, was it ] Merely die in- 
capacity of the miflfress of this family to appre- 
5 f2 
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date a better cimdition, or help to create one. I 
a^rwards saw many cases of a like mode of 
Hying, and am bound, in fairBess, to say, that, the 
credit wa^ due in nearly every one to the fe- 
males. ^ ' 

I once entered a cabin of this description, x)n a 
cold November ^ay. It had no wipdow ; all the 
light came down the wide chimney, or through the 
op^i door. There was a long shelf in one corner, 
on which two plates, two cup^, and three saucers 
were arranged; in conjunction with an iron skillet, 
a small bake kettle, and a tin tea-pot. A broken 
table stood against the wall, on which the break* 
fast things yet remained, though it was eleven 
o'clock. In a back comer of the room was a bed, 
and the only thing that indicated the -exercise of 
powers superior to the ingenuity of the beaver^ 
was a wide dielf over it, on ovhich soine husks were 
deposited, and covered with a bit of filthy cotton 
cloth. This was constructed for the nocturnal 
quarters of the blowsy Httle'heir, who was then 
tumbling over and over on the ground. There 
was one dilapidated chair in the room, besides a 
single bench and a double one. The chair was 
standing back on^ the platform which had been 
laid for the bed, and, as I entered, escorted by the 
husband, the wife rose from her seat near the 
table, took her pipe from her mouth, and placing 
it near the edge of the Hearth, invited me to sit« 
A second child was playing in the ashes. The 
door was wide (^n, and the raw wind swept in 
gusts through the miserable place, filling it with 
ashes and smoke. I have never been more utter 
poverty or filth. 

When I had gathered my skirts and seated my- 
self as safely as the circumstances would permit, 
the woman returned to her pipe, and the employ* 
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ment which mj entrance had interrupted. She 
had a large paper of coffee in her lap, from some 
of which she was selecting the foul kernels, et cet., 
preparatory to roasting. Never was there a more 
perfect picture of self-satisfaction. She had a fat 
Bgure, which seemed, when she seated herself, to 
^settle away into a circular mass of matter, in 
which l^ and motion were harely manifest. Her 
ch^dren received but little attention; indeed, it 
was not easy to see how one could bestow more 
upon them. The^ elder was enjoyipg himself in»- 
tensely; and the happiness of the younger was 
abated only by the caution which the mother 
occasionally gave it, "not. to swaller the rocks," 
which she threw from among the coffee. 

It was in^Kissible for me ta contemplate this 
revolting scene, without endeavoring to ascertain 
the state of mind that could lead a human being to 
live willingly in the midst of it. I remarked, uiat 
it must be a serious inconvenience to live through 
the winter with the door open. 

"Why, yes," she replied, "'tain't as warm hyur 
as it used to be in Kaintucky : 'twasn't of much 
account there." 

" But we obviate ^ the difficulty of a colder 
climate by windows; they admit the light with- 
out the cold." * . ' 

** Yes, I reckon they're mighty convenient, but 
we hain't had one yet." 

" How long have you lived here 1" 

" Pour year." 

*♦ Have you never had a floor 1" 

" No, we hain't yit; but I reckon we shall git 
one afore long. It's mighty bad to have the old 
man to work around &e house, so I don't say 
nothii^ about it t he wants to- put it down, but I 
don't aUow 'twould make much difference; \ 
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reckon that out thsir," pomtiDg to ,the little plat- 
form, " will do us yet." 

It would w^ary the reader to give further de- 
tails of a conversation that evinced only the most 
disgusting indifference to the common comfprts of 
a more civilized condition. . ' I rode several miles 
on the same day, vnth the husband of this woman, 
ind had an opportunity to learn that he would 
prefer a better manner of life, but that her aver- 
sion to change or action rendered so great an efifort 
necessary on his part, that he h^ nevei^ under- 
taken it. He had ample means £ot surrounding 
himself and his family widi cvdry comfort. Beside 
a fine farm, which he cultivated near a good 
market, he owned a valuable stock of cattle a^d 
other property, and had between a thousand and 
fifteen hundred, dollars, in specie, lying in a black 
chbst by the head of his bed. He had no dispo- 
sition to hoard it; he would spend it the next day, 
for anythiiig that they bould agreb on as conducive 
to happiness. He was likewise possessed of supe- 
rior natural powers,- which he. had yxBed in acquir- 
ing knowledge of various kinds, and was then 
capable of making himself a very pleasant com- 
jpanion, by the ,use of his vsuned information. His 
mode of living was never the subject of remark 
among people of his own class. No one thought 
it strange, or wondered whe.ther it Would ever im- 
prove. The women, who, vnth more household 
industry, lived better than **Miss Andrew*,** prob- 
ably thought she. lo6t a " heap of coiM)rt" in her 
windowless, floorless, dirty bouse, but so a smart 
Yankee woman would have thought df them. 

Tbese extreme cases, however, are fortunately 
rare. In the homes of most of the first settlers 
there is much more regard paid to cleanliness and 
comfort. In many of £<^m tbe neatness and order 
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are perfect. ( Of necessity they have fewer artificial 
luxuries than the inhabitants of older regions, but 
these are not evidences of talent or worth. The 
inherent virtues of cleanliness, order, and self- 
respect are often more manifest in a simple than a 
complicated «tyle of living, and are not less pro- 
ductive of happiness in one than the other. 



CHAPTER IX. 

' The beautiful progeny of spring began now to 
gathe^ around Prairie Lodge. Animate and in- 
animate nature teemed with the loveliest creations. 
The showers that had been so emphatically fore- 
told on our arrival did not disappoint us. They 
fell almost daily for several weelks, and were 
generally accompanied by lightning and thunder, 
such as the dwellers in the east have no concep- 
tion of. Nothing of the kind can be more ihagnifi- 
cent, unless it be the marshalling of the same stoims 
on the vast pl^ns farther west, where they are said 
to be even more terrific. . They come more gener- 
ally toward evening, and not unfi:equently continue 
till near m<£rning. Nothing can exceed the rapid- 
ity with which they gadier after the first signal is 
given. A little' cloud not larger than a man's 
hand rises on the horizon, and m fifteen minutes 
the. earth is deluged, and the pealing heavens seem 
on fire. There^ are few showers here unaccom- 
panied by the' most striking electric phenomena : 
sometimes the whole arch is lighted by a continu- 
ous flickering glare, rent occasionally by a more 
intense vein. The dmnder roll is ceaseless, with 
such lightning! The deep peals that ticcompany 
the brighter flashy only strike with a more appall- 
ing tone. At other times the whole vault is filled 
witli a darkness that seems ponderable, till a mighty 
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flasb rends the pall and searches the very souL It 
is gone, and the solid earth trembles under the 
mighty concussion. Again darkness, as if eternal 
night had come, wraps the scene till the flame 
leaps forth with a more blinding glare than before, 
and a ctash follows that seems j^o sl^atter the 
foundation of the world. The thirS or fourdi sig- 
nal is followed by the storm, which breaks through 
the sable rack as if half^the ocean had been lifted 
from its bed and were wandering in tie upper air. 
In an iiiconceivably short space of time the plains 
around you are deluged, sq that eyiBry succeed- 
ing flas]i is reflected from innumerable little pools 
as if you. were in the midst of a shMlow lake 
broken by islands of sedge and grass. I never 
apprecia^:ed the sublime power of the elements till 
I witnessed these storms. They are one of the 
most glorious features of the country. 

Their effect was heightened too by contrast with 
the scenes which followed them. The vast ex- 
panse of Country over which thfey ranged was in a few 
hours after as quiet and amiling^as if the upper ele- 
ments had dispensed only police and sunshine from 
the first hour of creation. And beauty bom of these 
awful warrings sjtole over every rolling height and 
into every green glade in our landscape. The swell- 
ing bud, the unfolding leaf and flower followed in 
the path of their majestic process, making rich 
and beautiful what had "before been desolate and 
wintry. The spirit that bad all the night perhaps 
raved with such fearful and angry power, seemed, 
when the bright and peaceful morning came, to 
have borne a magician's W0:&d afl;er hid-wradij and 
kindled life, beauty, and joy on the plains it had 
threatened to devastate. The trees around pur 
lodgQ, now began to put on their summer garb ; 
the hazet copses unfolded their young leaves. The 
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prairies spread their green carpets and even went 
fio far as to variegate the pattern with th^ violet 
and the scarlet-painted cup. The strawberry came 
out in her bridal flowers, and blushed herself into 
luscious maturity beneath the ardent sun. It \^as 
not confined to beds and patches such as delieht 
the eye» of the urchin rpving through forbidden 
meadows in the east, but riBodened whole acres 
around the lodge. The plea0ui:^ pf gadiering it 
was siupassed only by its delicious flavor. When 
we came in heated, and just enough &tigued to 
N make rest delightful, our blushing treasures were 
cleansed of the leaves and grass, sprinkled with 
sugsur^ and deluged widi delicious cream fresh from 
the brimming pan. Oh what a feac(t ! and while we 
were enjoying it the soft breeze floated in l^den 
with the CMiors of the young world, and the inusic pf 
its varied populace. The grove in the .rear of the 
house was tenanted by* many little songsters, bu- 
sily employed in these days of universsd industry 
in announcing their return and preparing for the 
duties of the season. My favorite was the Quail, 
die merriest, the happiest,. and most business-like 
bird c^diem alL Hai^ejojces in the showers, and 
so do^ I. The harder the rain, the livelier his 
cheering when it is over. He makes th^ dripping 
wood ring with his shrill note. If you wait out 
while the drops hang upon the leaves, and the 
grass bends with the weight, of its gems, you hear 
his merry greetings floating by as gaily as if a bevy 
of children had escaped to the woods and were 
playing hide and seek with .an omnipresent '* Bob 
White,'' who would only answer when called with a 
whistle. Y6u hear it in every tone, the imperative, 
the plaintive, the querulous, the dignified^ the en- 
treating, the congratulatory. " Bob White !'* solil- 
oquizes one philosophic-looking fellow from the 
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Second Story of a hazel clump. He looks about a 
moment, and repeats in a higiier and more intense 
key, " Bob White !'' Two or three more turns of 
the smooth little head and the sagacious little eye 
seem to raise his temper, and he adds the epithet 
"Old !" as if Bob White were rather-sensitive on the 
score of his years and would be drawn out to repel 
the injurious insinuation. "Old Bob White !" he 
exclaims, and it is responded to from below. Pre- 
sently out trips a neat, industrious, thrifty-looking 
bird, who appears to be keeping hou^e In i^ome of 
the snug little apartments to which ^ these clean 
pathilead, and exclaims " Old Bob Whkel" He 
starts and looks smartly aboUtfor the individual 
who has perpetrated so unjust A slander.. ".Old 
Bob White !'* And, as if the enormity '-^rew with 
the repetition, he hops upon another branchy ad* 
justs his plumage, and boldly as an eye can defy, 
he defies any libeller to prpve his charge. 

The altercation is becoming sharp, when pre- 
sently a softer and entreating voice from b^ow, 
cries out " Bob White !" His anger is dissipated 
in a moment. With a look of universal charity 
toward all Quail slanderers, he dights .from his 
post of defiance, and tripS away up the leafy aisle. 
He runs along in haste, looking expectant but de- 
termined. He evidently anticipates some appeal 
to his feelings as a husband and father ^ "but is re- 
solved to yield to no indiscreet solicitation. He 
reaches^ little nook near .the edge of the thicket, 
where low herbage has crept in arid woven a thick 
bed, soft jind odorous. The branches are closely 
knotted above it, and two or three stems of the Ge- 
ranium Mactelatnm droo^ gracefully over, looking 
with their meek pale eyes at the nestling little 
group which Mrs. Bob White is vainly endeavor- 
ing to keep in order during, her husband's sally in 
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defence of his youtb. When he arriyes, he finds 
a dozen callow Bob' Whites tumbling about witihi 
the manifest intention of rebelling against parental 
authority. Themother entreats, the father remon- 
strates^ but to no purpose. He finally changes 
his tone, to that of inatrbetion, an^ warns bis in- 
experienced children against the msmy dangehi 
which wait on die life of a Quail, but more espe- 
ci'ally against traps.' In due time order is again 
restored, and the exerciseof the ^parental authority 
has so elevated Bob White's estimation of himself, 
that he can now fi)rgive ail that previously excited ' 
his indignation. . He feels that respectability estab- 
lished on such a basis is not easily overthrown ; and 
thus reconciled with himself and the world at latge, 
hk walks fi^rth beneath tbe drippings boughs vnth 
a complacency which mere Epithets ' cannot dis- 
turb. ' 

The Grouse is another member of the feathered 
tribe, peculiar to these l^autifid regions. He is 
a: large, mottled grey bird, with a heavy niff <^ 
feathers running over his head, which adds much 
to the watchfulness and timidity of his appearance; 
Their nests are built on the open prairie in some 
thick knot of grass. This bird has no proper 
song, and is |n general a very silent inhabitant of 
these vast pmins. When hunted or overtaken by 
the traveler, they rise suddenly with a whirr, 
sdmewhat similar to, but not so distinct as that of 
the pheasant^ arid fly very rapidly. If not dis- 
turbed they describe the hsif of an ellipse between 
the points pf rising and alighting. The strokes of 
the wing are short and rapid, and the flight is very 
swiffc and direct. These fowls are rarely heard to 
utter any noisei except at one chosen hour of the 
day. oil a spring morning before sunrise, if you 
are in the vicinity where grove and prairie meet, 
G 
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Ae air resounds with u pectQiar noise, between 
the whistle of the quail and the hxHirae blowing of 
the night-hawk, but louder than either.' You in- 
quire what it id» and are told it is the prairie cocks 
greeting the opening day. • • 

Spring morning on the pndries ! I wishll could 
find langiiage that 'would convey td* the' mind of 
the reader an adequate idea of the deep joy. 
which the soul drinks in from every leature of this 
wonderful scene! If be could 'stand* where I 
have often stood, when the rosy clouds were piled 
against the eastern sky, and the sofb* tremulous 
light was streaming aslant- the. dewy grass, while 
not a sound of life broke on the ear, save the wild 
note just^mentioned^ so much in harmony V7ith(the 
wholid of visible nature, he would feel one of the 
^charms which bind the hearts of the sons and 
daughters of this land, ' . 

We are within the borders^- of a Utde grove. 
Before us stretches a prairiie; boundless on the 
south and east, and j&mg6d on the north by a line 
of forest, the green top of which is lust visible in 
a dark waving line between the tender hue of the 
growing grass 'and the golden sky. South and 
east as far as the eye 'can stretcl^, the plain is un- 
broken save by one *^lone tree,"' which, from time 
immemorial, has been the compass- of the red malt 
and his white brother. The light creeps slowly 
up the sky ; for twilight is lon^ on these savannahs. 
The heavy dews which the cool night has deposited 
glisten on the leaves and spikes of grass, and the 
particles, occasionally mingling, are borne by their 
own weight to the earth. The flight blade on 
which they hung recovers then its erect position, 
or falls into its natural curve, with a quick but 
gentle motion, that imparts an appearance of life 
to that nearest you, even before the vnnd has lai4 
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his hand on the pulseless sea beyond. A vast 
ocean, teeming with life ; redolent of sweet odcn:^ ! 
It yields no -sound save the one which first arrested 
our attention, and this is uttered without ceasing. 
It is not the prolonged note of one, but the steady 
succession oi innumerable voices. It comes up 
near you and travells oh, ringing more and more 
fiiintly^n the ear, till it is returned by another 
line of respondents, and comes swelling in full 
chorus, stronger and nearei', till the -last seems to 
be uttered dii'edtly at your feet. -^ 

But the light IS gaining upon the grey dawn. 
Birds awaken in -the wood behind us/ and salute 
each other from the swinging branches^ Insects 
begin theij biisy hum. And now, the sun has just 
crowded his rim' above a bank of gorgeous clouds, 
and pours a -flood of dazzling light across the 
grassy main. Each blade becomes a chain of 
gems, and, as the light increases, and the breath 
of morning shakes them, they bend, and flash, and 
change their hues, till the- whole space seems 
sprinkled with diamonds, rubies, emeralds, ame- 
thysts, and all precious stones. Nothing can be 
conceived more beautiful' /)r joybtis than such a 
scene at this hour. The contiguous wood conveys 
an idea of home, such as you have borne from the 
forest-clad states of the east. It is a refuge fix)m 
the vadrtness which oppresses the mind, because it 
can never wholly compass it. You rejoice, you 
exult in the friendly presence of the trees; not 
becailse thqy stflford you a grateful retreat from the 
ardent sun; liqt l^ecause they adorn your rude 
dwelling ; not because they promote the growth 
of fruit and flowers ; not even because they con- 
gregate the dear little birds about your home ; but 
because they afford the natural and familiar alter- 
native to which the mind recurs when it is weary 
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of the majesty which lies beyond them. You have 
sat under them in childhood ; you have swept the 
fragments from the little spaces among their roots 
and qarpeted them with moss, and festooned them 
with the Y^ld flowers which nodded near. You 
have peopled these magic palaces with feiries, and 
felt a joy. which words can never tell, in dreaming 
how happy the little beings might be where nothing 
is visible to their tiny eyes but exquisite beauty, 
and no sound falls on their small eai:s but the 
melodies' of growing life. You baye listened tq^ 
the winds, sighing plaintively through the l)oughs, 
and felt your soul grow fit for companionship with 
all things whatsoever that are beautiful and lovely. 
And now your heart turns fondly to these tall 
tenants of ^e plain as to elder brothers, and for 
a moment' you look coldly on the naked expanse 
beyond. But stop ! the sun is fairly iq). The 
flashing gems have faded from the grass tops; the 
grouse has ceased his niatin song;' the birds .have 
nailed the opening day; and are gaily }aimching 
from4he trees : the curtain which has hung against 
the eastern slky is swept away, and the broad 
light pours in resistless. Tlie wind comes cours- 
ing gently up from the far distance^ bending the 
young herbage, and bearing to your senses sweet 
sounds and odors, nursed on the unsullied breast 
of Nature. ^ s , 

The tenants of the farm-yard are now astir; the 
cows are milked, and. all the animals whose 
services the former does not call to aid his labors, 
are dismissed to ramble in the boundless pasture. 
The generous oxen are summoned to the yoke, 
and the labor of the day commences. If I have 
lingered long over tbis revel of nature, a spring 
morning on the prairies, with the grouse be aU 
the blame ! ' 
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Among the more accon^lished feathered artists 
here are the Bob o*Liiik» a species of mocking- 
bird, sometimes called the Brown Thi-asher, the 
Kobin; and the melancholy Whip-poor- Will. 
These inhabit the barrens end the prairies in 
theic vicinity. They are seldom found at any 
great disttoee &om the woods. There are some 
small birds who love the free plain* but they can- 
not boast of much genius as singers. It is beauti- 
iiil* to think; however^ that as man creeps outward 

.from the groves and builds his. cabin^ opens his 
^rden, and nui^es a few shrubs and small trees 
around him, the little wood songsters construe it 
into an invitation; ta ^uxompany him. . Tre^s are 
of very rapid growth on the exhaustleto soil of the 
prairies. A few years' care will bring about your 
n^use a dense ^ove erf the locust, the cotton 
wood, aspen, and several ether species, so thstt 
one need not be long deprived of bird-music. 
There are several varieties pf the Woodpecker j 
but they will not .visit a new home so soon. They 
look upon young and thri&y trees as humbugs, so 
far as they .pretend to any j^esent utility, and 
regard then! rather as estates to be held in trust 
fbr future generations, than as 'available funds for 
the present. They decidedly prefer the aged an^ 
established to the young and ambitious.. In the 
heavily, wooded bottoms of large rivers, and their 
tributarijes, is found the Parroqu^t j uQt so finished 
a speaker ^s fhe Parrot, but quite as ready. He 
is a lively chatterer among the stately trees in the 

•summer months, ^md when winter comes he be- 
takes l^imself to the dark deep forests pf the 
SQuth. Like the most voluble consolers of our 
own species, he shrinks before the approach of 

'<«tern triaL There are also several coarser, tribes, 

which I never loved, and shall therefore owy 

02 
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name fiH* the gratification of the curioua. The 
Crow chvrs here as everywhere else, but he ha$ 
been' rescued ^xmi the general detestation iQ 
which he was fotrmerly held by the magic pen of 
Bryants- No other could have done it. And yet, 
who can read the " Death of the Flowers/' and 
not entertain a higher respect for him, .and ^feel 
more melody in his.croakings than before ] The 
Hawk screams aboiv6 the wckkL top, and over the 
poultry yard, all through the bright summer day. 
But nothing could make him other than an object 
of 'abhorrence to me since he bore my favorite 
chicken away before my very eyesj many,. many 
years ago. I could not love him even iVith such 
an intn^uction as made his croaking^^cousin ao- 
ceptable. 

Next in kind, but more loathsome, is the Buz- 
zard, an indolent, gluttonous bird, who wheels 
lazily oyer the great plains,^ till the decaying 
cB^cass of a wolf, ^eer» ^r other animal attract^ 
him to the earth. He then descends, ^rges him- 
self with the foul carrion, and often resU beside it 
a^r eating, |kmi sheer inability to ^rise. The 
Turicey, whom this infamous fellow so much re- 
sembles, that he has succeeded in stealing his name 
as a prefix to his own, is a nmch pleasanter mem- 
ber m the feathered tribe. Ghreat numbers of them 
abound in the woodlcmds, where the stately march 
of the old cock gallanting, his hen and her lively 
brood through ^e forest is one of its most de- 
lightful features. - 

The landscape grows more beautifid eyery day. 
The prairie puts on its richest. garb about the fii-st 
of June. The painted cup, mocassin flower, and 
geranium, come out ; and there is more repose in 
the vegetable world than there has been. Nature, 
lUce a notable d&mef, has cleaned house in proper 
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season, gof; her furmture and omamentd arranged, 
and now seajted complacently in her easy chair, 
challenges the admiration of beholders. In the 
vicinity of farms, the landscape is enriched by 
herds of cattle feeding on the prairies. If you 
walk or drive among them in the afternoon, they 
are panting like gommands after a turtle dinner. 
Their very ribs are distended with the luxurious 
fare in which they hav^ reveled^ all day, and their 
Izreatb perftimes ^e air. As the sun declines they 
wander homeward, the cows bearing a treasure 
that almost flows without the pressure of the 
housewife's hand. When the milk b strained and 
set away/ the cares of the day are over, and then 
we wander out among the hazel copses or through 
the grove, to enjoy die gorgeous sunset, and the 
kmg dreamy twilight that lingers over these peer- 
less lands. 

The hazel ^K>pse is one of the most picturesque 
features of our landsCi^;^ It grows very abund- 
antly, and in autumn' yields an inexhaustible har- 
vest of the most delicious nuts. It is found several 
miles from the )voodland,' and grows in clumps 
from three to six feet in height. At a little distance 
- these shnibs have the appearance of green mounds 
thrown up on the smooth surface of the plain. Its 
shelter is much sought by the rabbit, the most 
tender and timid inhabitant of the prsdrie. Where 
the hazel has a strong, compact g]x>wth it uproots 
the grass tmd leaves the soil unoccupied, excepjt 
by an occasional flower or creeping vine, whose 
long" tendrils make a beautiful festoonery for such 
little aisles. Along these 'the timid hare skips and 
feeds during the day, and when twilight favors his 
fidnt heart, he may be seen leaping out into the 
more dangerous paths trodden by man and other 
beings whom his instinct teaches him to dread as 



M UFE IN rftAI&IS LAND. 

^8. Let him hear your footsteps and he flees 
the sound as if it foretold his death. We stroll 
through these miniature groves', tn^ading carefully, 
and speaking, in low whispers not tOt- alarm the 
quick ear q£ their little tenants. By and by, we 
emerge from the winding road into the more open 
barrens. We wander onWard, talking of oldeA 
time and the .time to xxime, when presently a 
sharp, shrill sound breaks upon the ^ar, followed 
by the bounding pf light feet. Awjay flies the 
dear, startled by our white dresses moving among 
the green feliage, and fearful every jnconent of 
the cracking rifle. Poor innocent, we -shall iiot 
harm you! You might have crc^ped* the twigs 
unmolested, and been spared, that pang of fear, 
had .you knovm that we love mercy, aM find no 
pleasure in depriving any created thiqg of the 
joys which are its natural inheritance. . 

But while we have mused and talked, the mag- 
nificent drapery of the west has been folded away. 
The fforgeoua piles of gold and crimson have 
melted and left the sky, faintly tinted with their 
departing glories. The curtain of night is creep- 
ing slowly over the earth; the Imeze stesds 
.gently through the foliage, and shakes the large 
leaf of the sassafiraa with a soft hollow sound* 
which, with the quick,^ liquid rustling of theaspen, 
and the fuller notes of the forest tree, pours a 
delicious harmony into the ear of night. Half an 
hour later the light is gone out in the west. The 
night-hawk has ceased his airy, soundinff swoops, 
and the whip-poor-will has come from his retreat, 
to tell again the melancholy tale he urged so 
mournfully last nijeht. There he sits, in &e top 
of the tall oak before the door, and will not cease 
plaint What is it troubles thee, poor Will 1 
last thou been engaged in some naughty afiaif • 
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: wmirgbg Ay Aeighbot, idtf^lo^dhg sweetly at tihte 
'dftlig^r ^ dome 8«ibf old woteAiipef of Maiamon, 
who eeortifi tky poverty, and tlite^ens thee, unless 
thou deBi^ Or has dolne gay gallant misled thy 
dame» and k thy song a cry for "vengeance ? M e- 
thinks it ts toe nielanfcholy in its tone. Some sorrow 
•mirely is its-burthen. Btit our' eats are gtown 
^uniliar with it, Will j and thine, perhaps, is lighter 
ihan that we turn away froin everyday; though 
ttttet«^ monre intelligiWy- They say thou art a 
mert^ httie fellow all ddy ; that joy dances in thine 
^yoi «md that'tho^ hopp^t from bnincb to branch, 
laughing iinder- diy-wing atlhe anticipation ©f the 
inelancbol^ pranks' thou wi^t'play'at nigbt, wit^ 
isenttmetttid maidlsns aild moonstruclt lotert^/ If 
(M>,."Will; 'thou .art a sad rogue, and desei-Vest soine 
real sorrow, lijtle iriaskef that thou art 1 

But>: ^ood night ! I tuiii my ear to a tale of more 
unequiy<lcal sorrow than thiiie.'^^ISister has prom- 
ised me t^e story of the d'arftiihan's griefe. 



' CHAPTERS ■ - ■ 
" Si» wi^ me here," said Mary, **^in this dark, 
unfihishod roqm. It hAjl be^bn the theatre of some 
^f the scenes -whidh I shall endeavor to delineate^ 
and do noti>]pepare yourself for any high- wrought 
roidance^ My story is onetif I'eality too palpable 
to be r0cilrre4 to, even iidw, Without v the most 
painful emotion^ It is one of the many I could 
relate illustrative of the triakr which sometimet 
wsk on the settler in new coCintries. But yoa 
were down at the graves to-day^^ and have already 
guessed tiheomport of what is to follow^ so I wiB 
begin in my own way.: • , / 

" I must premise that, from our iirst settling here, 
We have been under th^ neceaisity (often ^ pleasant 
6 
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one) of eDtertCkiziiiig many stxaBg^^s, for the most 
part gefitlemeD, who cofeie to view the country. ^ 
•Persons landing 'at any of the^ XMwr "towns in our 
vioinky, and w^ing to spend a few daya or weeks 
for that purpose^ were* generally referred to' us ; 
and vi^en they ckme^.it was impessible to deny 
them .such aiiome as we had to share jwith thenv 
It has b^en-a severe burthen to ^s females, over^ 
tasked as we have bee^, with ^ cares of oqr own 
families, and the arduous labors whi^ih the ii^per* 
fection of the mechanic arts imposies on the good 
houssekoeper of n&w countries ; but we could not, 
and often 4id not widh to escape from k^ When 
we moved ii^to this house/most of thefle;t)erson» 
came to tis, probably because. my family was 
smalliBr than Mrs. R/s, and iny house larger. 
Sometimes such guests have been attacked witli 
fevers, and la^n on the threshold of <Leath fcnc 
3veeks^ requiring such care and ai(tention c^ (hiIv 
an accomplished' .Aurse^ otherwise uni^mployed, 
could give. I have^ in such cases» .had to divide 
my tiriie and ability between them and iny family, 
watching -by night and working by day, till they 
have recovered, and gone fh>m pur rorf l^earing 
the recollection, that^humapity is not always tcon- 
fined to the home» in which physical refinement 
contributes so much to the comfort of the^iffltcted. 
H.appily> no one of these wayfarers e*v^ expired 
among us, though I Bave.^many tim^ lived^ in the 
daily expectation of such an ev^nt. We watched 
on^ young stranger on tbat bed for ten weeks, 
during throe of 'which we expected each day 
would terminate hi^ sufferings and our hope. But 
be recovered to.thank us, mnd bless his Maker *for 
the energies which had borne him safely through 
the fierce conflict. 
''But this is not my story. I relate these events 
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merely to conyey some idea of the claim whicli 
strangera have to our hoi^tali^, and* of the feel- 
ing 'vvhich links «s at brmn^i'to thote who are 
homeless and fnendless in our^land^ .Thiafteling 
breaks dewn i^' the barriecv of cerenKmy where- 
with we are restrained in more pc^puloiis regions. 
It^ brings strangers togeth^nr. -without the frigid 
medittgi that makes, thetfi mere^ibjectB of sig^ to 
each either ; it seats then/ at your talje and invites 
diem to. partake of whatever your h^e affords, 
with a.freedoiiti and genuineness that make the 
recoltectton qf the cold "and. heartless e^emonies 
<Glf merp artifici^>society mek«ung. 

^* Svuif wa9 the feeling that opened our doors to 
the ^litary* man whom you see still among us. 
B|d;'ne' cwoae- not thus iJone. When he landed, 
three; ye^]» ago this ^ning; at theuplace-ypn left a 
few d&yci> "Since; be was accqmpamed by a young 
wife. They had set out tc^ether from one of the 
east^ bides, to seek happiness andfertune at the 
west. Haying no definite place in vieyr, they 
landed at. P ■ ■ , and there the young bride re- 
mained, while her husband yisited th& Ulterior m 
search t>f.ii. spot where^^y- mig|^ make their 
home. - He came to our neighborhood, and find- 
mg a pi^ce of land which he hked, about a mile 
beyond us' on the prairie, returned and brought 
his wife to se^ it; They stopped attour house, and 
I was more thfm willing they should find ia hom^ 
here till thcjir oWn war ready tp receive them. 

."Mrs; K. wfls a. dark-haired Wovian, with im eye 
that made her whole fiu^e. glow when it was lighted 
up with pleasure' oi^ expecti^on. She was rather 
above the middle stature, vnth a weU-fenned per- 
son, and it clear, happy voice. It was easy to see 
thkt her husband, silent and grave as he was, loved 
her with a strength that is rarely surpasised in 
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man. They seemed to me ft hftppy coU|>le. -They 
bcMTi^ed a few €ayd m our ^eimily, and' then com« 
menced boctBekeepmj in thia room. She ^ras ft 
pleasant companion, and being ^neaVly ef my own 
age^ and pOBsessing a cultivated mind, there soon 
grew np a warm friendship between us. ^ Eadl 
could ^enliven the solitary hours of th^ other, and 
during the long days wheii oUr husbands were ac 
work, we were niuih together. .^ 

"Their ferm progressed quite rapidly ; one or . 
two fields i^ere broken by the plough, a iiouse 
built, and afi enclosure made around it the first 
season. The next spring they remcrred. Their 
place, as I said, is about a mil& east of this ; it is 
Ikrther out on the prairie, and commands a beau- 
tifiil view ter the south and «)uth-»ea6ti It;^was d0-' 
lightful, after they removed there, to ;see near' us 
another tenanted bom^. You cannot eppr^late 
this feeling fill you havo passed^ deserted o^e' on 
some wide prairie. A sign of life, about one ,of 
the thinly-scattered - houses here, stirs' the' heart 
with joy, diough you have never seeh its itimates; 
but a deserted prairie home; with sm<>keless chim* 
ney and curtainless windows, is one of the loneliest 
objects on which the eyfe can rest* 
- "A new soured of joy cheered thd young wife iti 
her labors.- She was soon to becoi^e a raolher; 
and what task sWeeter than to prepare heir dwell- 
ing for the expected guest. She tdited faithfully 
and patiently, as if her^ hands had been trained ta 
it firom chili^ood ; and her labor was directed by 
a capacity ihat made it effective. Her rough house' 
gr&vr into a pleasant habitable abode, and the 
young harvest (^ringing around, gave cheering- 
promise for the coming season. - I saw her ofteii 
aftbr their removal, and dways found* her happy 
and rqolcing in the prospect before her. 
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. "On tli0 24,ikM Apvl^JitiiM year, there com- 
menced the mos|: remarkable ames of atorms erer 
known in the country.. Th^ occnrred daily and 
aometimes twice a day* tiU the laat of June, ac« 
companied by the i^oat terrific thunder^md light- 
ning ever witnessed. You may judge of the ter- 
ror they inapi?^* when I tell you, that nmch as I 
Wed the coofii<a of , the dementi 1>eft>rio, ^le roQ 
of thunder even now aiwaya producecT * tempotary 
^intneB9 and nauaea,; th^ it completely overcame 
me. , Language can convie^ no idea of those ter- 
i^ible days. . The stopsis ga&eted with such fearfiil 
rapidity^ Aaftiall cloud would be seen somewhere, 

, " When all the rest of heaven was clear,** 
and in a moment 4he deluge was upon us. It 
seemed a^ if anpther«^flpod were cosning to purify 
the §arth. The falling of the nun was Irightfiil, 
to^say Qothiiiff ^f the lightning that ckeft the at«^ 
m^sphepQ, an? the crashing thunder that foDowed 
af> AosG upop it, that the tfeod of tbd latter seemed 
to extipguish the light of the £aiteer. . 

*' These terrible sqeneS) foUo^ving each other wi^ 
out the intermission of a day for more than two 
months^ aeemed to.bli^it the country. The jprai- 
ries were saturated, and- in many places, submerged, 
and yet the: raii^ <tame. Sometiqies -vhen it had 
storm^ thiur all night, the sky would be cleat^ till 
noon, and the ^un pour bis raya^i^poir the steaming 
earth,, till vegetation seended scalded. -"Perhaps, 
just as dinner was set, a little doud would gather 
in the west, or a faint roil, of thun^MN strike the 
ear. My appetite would vanish in an instant ; and 
with blandied &;ce and trembling limbs, we ifvould 
set away the meaV ubtasted. The men always 
came in^ though they were generally drenched be- 
fore they reached the house. But such was cair 
terror, that we coul<i. not have remained aloiM^ 
H 



SB Lrrs ivt praikib la^^d. 

When a idicywer commenoed, we knew not that 
its termination would see vlb dive. One flash and 
thunder-pealf i retnember, were so aWful th^t they* 
brought us all to out* feet with pale faces, and eyes 
that looked as if they were gazring on -death. 
Wheir the shock Inud passed, and we found that 
we eould still move, the people of each house 
rushed to the doo^, expectnig to 0e^ the other on 
fire. Bat the Hghtping hiad rifted that large oak, 
the stump of which still stands about midway 1sm»- 
tween them. A&et a while we ceased all employ- 
ment wheU' these awful periods came, and <l»at like 
pei^le awaiting iiieir doom; " I hare never seen 
anything of the sublime or tbrrible that approached 
the storms. of those -seventy days^ ■-■ ; ' - 

^'£ut the consequences were still tadre dreadful; 
The earth was filled, with water, and every httle 
hollow upon the prairies became a stagnant pool 
to engender ' disease ; so that after this fieree 
storm-demon had J3coui^ed us and departed, iJie 
sMent pestilence ' rose firmn the green vblaftts that 
smiled beneath his reign, and staikea resistless 
anuHig their inhabitants. . * - 

"ItwasacridcdpeiiodformyfHendr The new 
cellar beneath their house had been half-filled with 
water, and I dreaded extremely its effect on her 
health. But there was no way to escape it, except 
to leave the house, ^^hieh was scarcely thdug^tne-" 
cessary, while the danger seemed^o remote. She 
preserved her ^irits and enei^ through all, till 
her hi^sband was prostrated by the fever. Them 
came her time of triaL . Except the laborer who ' 
had assisted her husband on his'^arm, they were 
alone, and ours was the nearest family with which 
they had any acquaintancov I rode over nearly 
every day after my work was done, and fi-equently 
spent die night with hen There was a long pe- 
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noi. of ^readfii^ Buspense. Tbe dame cBsease was 
raging elsewhere with a fearful maHgnitj , and it 
wasimposBible, for many days, to say whether 
hope or fear~^predoinmated. I kn<9w that the 
effect on herself must be great^ whichever way the 
scale turned. When the excitement was removed, 
she must sink. It was even as- 1 dreaded. She 
was attacked long before the recovery of her hus- 
band, and bodi lay 'hel]^ess^ dependent on the 
skill of their hired man and the kindness of neigh* 
bors. I watched wjth them every altwnate night 
for severed weeks, and spent a part of almost every 
day there, after she wi^ bMmght to her bed. Her 
attack comn^nced.with a f(dver and tenninated in 
a premature confinement.^ TheiMtbe that had been 
so long axMl joyfedly etxpected, was' thrown heed- 
lesslyoafide, ^^ aU attention concentra^d on the 
sinking modier— but vainly. She survived only 
fill the third d^yj and the first time her husband 
left hid house, was to follow his wii^ and child to 
the little s^t you visited ^t<>d«^y, beiiteath those 
trees. ^ His ^ef was appalling* Sickness^ had 
blanched kis dark face into a gh&stly hue, ^ and 
drawn de^ furvows in hia dieek, which were im-" 
movable as' if' chiseled in grdnite. He had seen 
little of her lately, for hiS' mental -^faculties had 
been pardally suspended while she was watching 
by his couch; he knew she had been with him, 
bi^t in terrible afflicticm which he had not soothed. 
Her l«(8t days were days of intense mental suffer- 
ing, which he had not alleviated; and, finally, her 
life h^ cldsed in fierce agonies,^ whi<^ he had been 
compelled to' witness, but could* neither share nor. 
relieve. He seemed to be a iitranger to himself 
in these new circumstancies, that had «o suddenly 
ehanged the aspect of his whole li^. 
. ^^Her grave was the first that had been madir 
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beauty^ and the r^pQse which its situatioB prom- 
ised the dead, ev^n vr^ieu all who are interested in 
them pa^s away. . When we arrived at the tomb, 
it seemed impossili^e fqr him to resign her witi^out 
one more lo(4L The Hd of the coffin was removed ; 
he gazed a brief moment, bent over it, imprinted 
one long- kiss on the col3. brow, and tmned away. 
The toother and child were lowered, the grave 
filled— and thus deputed the stranger who had 
come among us so recently, filled wath hc^e and 
joy. His home was now too desolate^ to be en- 
dured. All that had made U home was gone for 
even. H^ returned (o us/8i<^k, dejected^ n^lan- 
choly { all the brightness wluch had leathered round 
his life turned to.darknesfr — all his hope to de^ 
spair. The bouse now stsmd^ imtenant^,^ cheerr 
less sight^ to us whp h$ive known its better time. 
He spends his days at work oa his fa;nh, and h^ 
evenings as you see. But, notwithstanding his mjs- ^ 
fortunes, he still loves our country, , and will, I 
think, remam in it.''. ,. 

'* That, I believe/' said I) '' is ^e ch(4c& of most 
"^ho everapend any tim^e here, and it was to me a 
mystery very difficult of soluti^, till I -saw y4iat, 
enchains them. I do not now wonder that a per- 
son who has senses to be gratified,* with all the va- 
rious objects of each, that «;irround him here, ai)d 
higher faculties to be. elevated by communion with 
nature in, her loveliest for^s, can never willingly 
leave the land in which they iare so daintily fed." < 

"Yes," replied Mary ; " there i» a chan^ in 
this country which cannot be resisted. But what 
is it] I have live<f here five years, and am yet 
unable to say. It may be in our majestic streams ; 
in our glorious prairies; in our delicious springs 
aod summers ; our profiiise and glowing autumn; 
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tbat revel li«re; in the unrestramed £re«dom tfi^ok 
we enjoy, or in all these combioed/' 

** Undoubtedly, if my short ac<}uaintaBce entitles 
me to an (pinion, it is the latter," 

" Social and physical fi?eedom exist here," said 
Jdary, ''in their, most enlargjed forms. In loss 
^vored portions of tlie ^^rth^ man is move or le«i 
enslaved. Want,iOU9tom, artificial desires, or some 
of the thousai^ pt^ntoms which tread upon the 
heels of human enjoyoaent,. restndn his fi«edom. 
They limit his ^^on, give ik>mplexion to his feeU 
ing, oppress his thou^it, out off his communion 
with the primal 80|:frces of truth. His necessities 
have eacK an ijptfHyidual v^iee,^ and call loudly for 
effort . He may. net rest till this is made. Here, 
it is to {^ greafe^ extent othBrwise. Our genial cH* 
mate and exhaustless sml afford an abuxMjant and 
ready -return £ar hisi kbois. He is soon released 
from yrdsai, and hi» ^^Ities, rebounding from liieir 
depressed con^itiftn, go leisurely fi>rtfa in quest of 
happiness-. Inhere' is just enough c^ ease in his 
outward oirQumstances to exdce, instead of ener- 
v^ng the tone4^his energies ; apd with enlarged 
capacities^ for enjoyment, he finds himself 9ur« 
rounded by themiost propitious toray of faots and 
objects fox .promoting it. Natttre in hear loveliest 
and hemgaeBt aspect is spread before him. She 
invites mm. to her acquaintance ; . and while he 
courts it,. the jarring selfishness in which^his iife 
has been Bpent aofimis into ffreaiter harmony, with 
the good, me true, an4 the beautifiil in creation. 
He becomes tu b^^r, wiser, happier man. His . 
fetters crumble,, and he begms'tb readi forth to 
ascertain the Isoundaries and aUaHdes of the new 
sphere in which he .finds hims^ Thesovare such 
«s to afford him a greater degree of pleasure than 
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he has probably e^er before eiq>6rieiioed. Free* 
dom from want, purchased with a moderate use of 
his , physical powers ; jfreedom from social tram- 
mels ; freedom from the stn^gles of an emulation 
founded in vanity, or other vitiated desires ; from 
the myriad forms of ruinous and eiavish excess 
which feeling takeii in more p<^>ulous regions, 
where man's intercourse is Ebore wijth his felk>WB» 
and less with Nature and his Go4." * 

" These elements," I replied, "<5reate a happi-* 
ness which all can^njoy axA ^preciat&, the puki- 
vat6d as well as the rude. Heiueeit' is no longer 
a problem with me, that one possessing t<^able 
powers of mind may leave the m6st r^finied s^iety 
of the oldemvorld, wherevmaterial as well as mental 
elegance have previously sunYHmded him, and, 
coming here,' find that chann in his Hie, though 
stripped of everything that had before constituted 
happmess, which will not let him sever hims^irom 
your fur land wiUiout many a pang tmd heartfelt 
longing to lay himself once mcHre upon its broad 
and beautiful boQom." . 

•' Ther^ is. another thought," said Mary, " which 
^as always coi^sQtiked a strong bo^ between my 
heart and the land <^ my adoption. It is that of 
the mighty Futi^« which lies before a ^jouirtry 
pessessihg resources like ours. To bear a part in 
developing this, seems to me equally calculated to 
stimulate and gratify our noblest powers.^!^ 

" Unquestionably ; but ar^ such thoughts ei^yed 
by any but the nobler class of minds 1 Have they 
existence among the unthinking and uncultiyated V^ 

**A better defined one, I suspect," replied my 
sister, 'Ithan you are disposed ta concede to them* 
Ijideed, I think them bom. of the country, ancl 
nursed by every day's acquaintance Vnth it. One , 
could as weU gaze upoii the rifling sun and not 
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foresee did splendors of midday, as live in diese 
megnifi^sent plains, and have bo Yision of'dieir 
future greWness." 

" Yotture probably right. At least, I have its 
yet no authority to dispute^ (pinions growing oW 
of five years' experieitce/- 

" I think your longer dwelfeg here would lead 
you to the same conclufiipiis. ' It is impossible for 
the commonest mind to resist the united influences 
of which we h^ve spoken^. It must be elevated 
and mftde happre^ by them. Ken^, if I were 
asked to nante the charmr that binds' the prairie 
settler tQ his home, I would say, it is toot ^enely 
the fine cliH^te> the beautiful lands, the diversity 
of ^e natural world, nor the nsajei^ of stream or 
plain, nor even the beuntifkl seasons. Jt is the 
combined effect of all these, giving the widest free- 
dom of thobght and action, and inspiring dachindi-* 
vidual ^ith the conisciousnesd that his acts, be they 
few or many, tell tipon the development of *ener- 
gies-that have.slumberpd for ages, but ate now fast ' 
growing into ^giganti<? stature^ b^ore the worid. 
Nor is it nec^ssary^ in orderto'constitot^ a part 
<^ that which prompts i» td a<^on, tbd>t these ideas 
should have a distinct esdsten^ in the mind. Men 
oflien act £rota motives that are buried beneath an 
ocean of %hter^, feeling, and are biit partially 
recogni;zed by themselves, till, like the electric 
shock, whiclv compels the sea to reveal its most 
startling secrets, some ttRght'y events deardiing the 
depths of their ^ing, brings them to the sur^u^eV 
to astonish their 'poissesscnis. Many a m^n hte 
mouldered ii^to dust^ whose life hdis been, idiaped 
by motives which, clothed in nnrords^ woula at 
first have i^peared strangers to him, but \Hiich 
he would soon come to recc^nbe ^ a part rf 
himsel£" 
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. " B^ it is bedtime ior ^ofJe who rise with th^ 
4ay, aiowd to-morrow you iiave aaother half-day'g 

penance to perform at * *' 

' '* Which I shall rejoice to have accomf^hed, I 
fui^ure you. Qood niffht; I am certain 1 shall see 
that dark face in my dre^ims." - 



. ClL<PTERtl. . 

Omft life at !Prairie Lodge soon .l:^came takate 
quiet. - Visits having been receired and for the 
knost part returned, we were left to the enjoyment 
of our own circle, But i had still seen so little of 
the Suekers^ that ev^ry importunity of coining kk 
contact with l^m ^ms ^dly embraced, and jus% 
as we were beginning to east about for some ex« 
cursion that should ftunish one, the Hmdest of all 
ehanees sent aloi^ a ^TO^ng menagerie kad 
circus. A most rate ^>lijtinctionofattractioi^for 
&e '"^natyve^:* 

The 1^ Zoological lastitilte i^id (Srand Corps 
of Equestrians" was to exhibit on Fiid^^y the — — 
day of June, at the towi^ of Washington, tibout ten 
miles north of Vs. It oohtamed aii ^ephant, two 
ei»n^, a.Numidiau 1])^)» a. royal Beitgar tiger, 
and several other less iu^portant persbnages, ^ 
whose claims were duly set Ibrth; in addition to 
whiob» the ** Grand Equestrian Corps" would ex* 
hibit the " mpstremsffkable acts" of horsemanship," 
and ** Messrs. Sands and Turner would perfonn 
somd of the most strijcin^ "feats of physical agility 
ever witnessed."- In sbort^ the enterprising pro» 
prietors had determined to>spare no pains to make 
diese wandering entertainments as attractive as 

Cssible. But die certainty that the native popu- 
ion from &r and near would be gathered wait 



LX9B IH MUKIfl LAltH. M 

Miffieient fyf me, without veferenee to the wonder* 
fill attracu^ns i^t fenh in the billa. Master Janivw 
was anxious to «ee the ele|^ant, lion, tigers, et cet.^ 
and his fstther and mbl^iiteir to see him enjoy the, 
novelty ; so it was determaied without debate to go 
to the fdenageriow It rained nearly aK tiw ni^it 
preceding, but the erentfol day opened brigl^ and 
de^ as beotoie a day in 3Fune. The hiMrses were 
hamessffdio the large ^ferm-^wkgon, ^from eig^t ta 
twelte chaiiB plaeed in il,' some ^dewi^fi>rbett^ 
stewagis and some . ^ctug^ each other.^ All the 
uttibteilas, t^m our smart new-comers, to the old 
mutilated ones whose heads had grown grey, and 
whose limbs were fractured and luxated by^fire 
yeaiv' service in a new e^ustiy, were pwt in requi^ 
sition. Everything b^gi teady, and the party 
»eat€jd, We set forth. % 

While We are makiog way brer the wet prat* 
rie and through the *^^uU/* I shaUy.vrith the 
iietader'$ leave, kiti'oduee to him the steeds by the 
aid of whose good limbs w& journey. Tbey are 
emigrants,' and have alwa^^: lield themselves very 
mucb aloof £r6m the nativ^ of their species, so 
that, n<^withBtandi|i^ a k*esidence;of five years^ 
they are not on visitili^ terms vnth. one of theit 
neighbors. The one whose character end career 
iLte most interesting beatft a nama which has Buf» 
fered much since the time when he gloiied-in iti 
This cognolnen is Tyier, >At the time of which I 
write, and ^ sevei^ yeats before, the adjective 
" old** had been prefikedj but it was purely in hon^ 
or of his ^earb, not as ah epithet of msult. Tyler 
had isome'peculiaritiesSvhicti made^ him rather a ^ 
pleasant object of contemplation wherewithal to 
diversify a long ride. His physical eccentricities 
deserve precedence. There was .about the for^ 
ward e^^reniity of his neck a sort of decayed c« 
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constricted uppearance, as if lie once suffered the 
extreme penalty of the law and the impression of 
its instrument was never effaced This gave 
his he$cd the air ^ of n<^ Ixeing at home with his 
body. It lodked as if he had drawn 'it in^ a lot- 
tery, and not 'being pleased with Hs bargain, had 
refused aH paiiis to make tb« best of it, and put 
it otf indie rudest style;>^ — a lifelong wamii^ to all 
horses wha^ou]d:«pecttlste in like manner. But 
the" other defensive member-so indi^ensable to all 
quadrfipeds^was chara<!terized by the reverse of all 
tiiese appeMran<5&s. It hadjt>een robb^ o{ its n^ 
ural hoc prop(»tionr,/so thift only a fracticm of it 
was left, but -^hattherfe was, was perfectly at home 
and very useM in the «maU sphet6. ii| which it 
moved. Its prii^cipal office when the body was 
not at work was to refi^esh "the memory x>f flies, 
ai^d add bittei-ness to the natural prejudices of these 
insects agmnst tbi^ owneitr of all such appendages. 
It^ w^ Hot as efficient m d^ence as in offenqe, 
but wa^ tireless in both capacities, to the extent of 
its abilities. No one «ver saw it still. Its most 
briHiant achievements, however; were displayed 
when the owner was emjpkiyed^ and of all the kinds 
of labor which he per&rmed, traveling before a 
waggon -seemed most to favor its powers and pre- 
tensionsi Tyler had a gait wh^ch J think was an 
anomaly among his species, .diough his friends 
ealled it a " trot."? It was considerably slower than 
a walk, but was characterized by<sucha harmony 
of the .whole animal, mental ana phyisiccJ, that it 
was really a pleasure to see him perform it. He 
settled into it naturally, after one or two applicia- 
tions of the lash, and instantly there was such an 
air of repose and contentment in his face, and such 
a harmonious moving of- the. whole body .and its 
appendages, that it was- delightful to see. him. On 
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ihese occastQDs tbe organ of which we. speak 
played its most briUiant part. It Bemned to ^pv" 
em his entire machinery, to be as it were the music- 
master of the jchpPy jand by its beats regulate, the 
whole. So perfect was its suprem^Lcy, that even 
-the engrafted head yielded and swung from side .to 
side in exact^ time with it. FHes could now light 
with impmity, for the harmony was not to be 
broken tor a ttifle. - 

T^yler had ahaJl>it which it seemed absolutely 'mar- 
velous how he eould |wre8erve, of appearing very 
much astonished wheh any means were -^aken to 
quicken^ his gait. He, howeyetr, used his ears and 
tail principi^Qr to manifest t^ feeling. The for- 
mer would prick up and the latter flash out of all 
time> as if dom^ ifirpnder&l phenqmenon had burst 
upon his B&Dfen. ;But he recovered from it in an 
incredibly short space-; the tail resiuned its swing 
loid the «ars theitnmwond^ring position, before he 
had described a distance ^ual to ih^ length, x)f 
himsdif and the Mcaggon. The^. if the^request w^re 
repeated at the-^d of that time, hp es^eiAenced 
the i^me suiprisQ^^ and manifested ift in the same 
n^anner, with the addition of a shake of thcLhead 
i£ it w^re pretty .Hsharply ccmveyed. There was 
bi^ one argument for increaaed .speed which 
wrought any conviction in Tyler's mixid. To this 
he a}wayayiel4ed^cm ltd first presentioien. If you 
exhibited ^e corner of abufialo robe to hira over 
the side of a v^^aggon, he construed id into a neces- 
sity that, could not be resisted, and away liis hete- 
rogenedus body flew over the >prairie, helter- 
skelter, one eye ever and anon east back to see 
whether the reason were sdll good. Such an 
event always gave. a shock to -his. feelings from 
which he did net soon reeover ; unless the rem ain- 
uig distance were long, it was certaih to be accom* 
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|»li8hed in much leM time tlw if his tranqt^illb]^ 
had not been thus diisturbed. 

Tyler was sustained in his labors by a compan* 
ion of the feimnine gend^ to whom he had been 
long and faithfully attached. But she/ was Xan- 
tippe to his Socr^es. If his 'conduct was at any 
time offensiTe to her taste, whidat it must be con* 
fessed was more refined than- his, (^informed 
him promptly l>y snapping his ears; and otherwise 
lowing 'the most uneqiUyocal- sytn^toms of wicath. 
I &ncied that her affections v^aiied a«t}^ gtaceaof 
youjh departed from her companion. . . : ^- 

But' Tyler has swung his head/ tail, and ^t to 
some purpose, ^r here wa>are ill the \8uburbs of 
the town whotie name will,- if its pr^rietors are to 
be beKeved, redound not a little to ^e honor oi 
^e Father g£ his Country.. It is pirettily situated 
i^l a gtoye, through the borders ijf which runs a 
stream of considerable size.v As we come upon 
the high swell S9uth of the village^ we have a j^ 
Tiew x)f lis princif^ streets At tWs moment, it is 
lined with a crowd 'of all;affesaMfio^es, dressed 
in a gi^at tari^ty of styles. ^« descend theislope^ 
^ross the bridge/ and a^ at onse in the midst of 
&em. L^ its ulight here, Thisismymenagerie# 
I wii^^ to fall in with that tide c^':femdes, and' heaf 
what they -say. There areHhree walking aleng.to- 
gether. One of thera has on a pair of paper shoes, 
and is obliged, asshe wii^es to keep her feet, in • 
^lem, to tread rather daintily; li^e othe^^, naore 
prudebt,. hfive walked' in their substantiid leather 
shoes/ and corry tJie^finer ones wrapped in their, 
pocket handlcerchieft. They are talking busily 
while they pick their ste^ in the black, mud.. One 
of them addresses her friend on ^ ^g^^* 

" I expect there'll be a power of fcSks hyur to- 
day." 
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* " I reckon," is the brief reply. 

" Was you ever in one of these hyur shows V* 

** No« I never was ; but Irene has been.'' 
- *^Whar wasitatr 

" In Indianyi 'fore dad moved hyur. She said 
there was >a heap of droll beasts in that, and. dad 
says they're pretty much alike. '^^^ ^^ ^^ 
same critters about every summer in di£^:ent parts 
of the country." 

. ** Welly^it's just as good, X reckon, lor them that 
never, seed 'em afore," said the third party, who 
had hitherto been silent^- , ^ 

'' Yes, I reckon so, and two bits aui't much any- 
how, if they should bring the same back;" , 

" Where be they 1". exclaimed tlie one in ad- 
vance g£ her companions, looking up as j»he 8^ 
preached the public square ; "I don't see nothing 
lyurr ^ * . , :- 

" No, I allow you'Won't," said her fiiend, laugh- 
ing, V they don't keep 'em runnin aboiitthe roads. 
They ain't many wo^d pay two bits to see 'em if 
they run. out." ^ , ■ 

- By.thia time we had reached the centre, of the 
village. The two prudent Jadies turhed into the 
house of an acquaintance to change their shoes, 
and we went on toward the immense canvass pa- 
vilion, which was erected just beyond. The usual 
noises which proceed from a coU^ction of the kind 
were issuing from it jas we entered on the flood- 
tide ef Suckerism that was setting into, the narrow, 
winding door. A large numbeir of grated boxes 
were. placed around the «ides, and one stately 
elephant was vibrating at the upper end, between 
a large asid small camel. An immense number of 
seats rose to the very roof frcMn the spaces between 
the waggrbns, a part of which were already taken, 
though it was early in the day. While the youilg 
7 I 
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letter- writer went one way,, to delight bis flither 
and mother with his brigincd remarks and profound 
questions on the animals^^I tamed another, to 
study what was by far the more interesting to me — 
the human part of the show. ■' "^ 

It would be Tain to attempt aAy description of 
the external of this crowd. ' The. philosophy of 
Sartor Resastus himself would have fhiled in the 
endless variety before me. Here were garments 
whose age 'must have exdoe^d that of their wear- 
ers {-^bonn^ts of a fashion whicJi must have pre* 
vailed in the last century, for nothing like -them 
had ever been known within the memory of the 
oldest of our party ; vapdykes in. imitation^of the 
Elizabethan perion^, and caps^ whosie fantastic pro- 
portion^ and trimming ^ou}d have irritated the 
risibles of Hogai^'s sleeping congregation. Thero 
was one young girl barefoot, her head covered 
with an antique LeghQm> tnihmed with black, and 
projecting enormously over her face. Her dress 
was silk, of a hue v\4iicb iio language will describe. 
It, was compounded of the color of apple-tree 
b^rk, old soap,. and sole leather* , The wi^ist was 
too short to let her anns &11 into their natural po- 
sition ; when they did< the blood-vessels ceased^to 
perfiaixa their o£ice, as the^crimsoned broad hands* 
knd protruding wirists.gave too palpable evidence. 
The bre^ty of this part,, the length of the skirt, 
the total absence of all Umrnure in tha^t part of the 
figure whece it has been fasfaipnatble of late years 
to. admire it, and the naked feet, made one of the 
most extraordinary toui engemOu of the day* 

Another miss, of more mature years, sported a 
pair of light cream-colored' shoes with the hose 
which nature had given her, and these in quite an 
unsophisticaied condition ; a coarse rod and black 
calico dress, as^k apron of mazarine blue, and a 
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black cape c^ the >8azne inatenal, over wHicb one 
of the capacious tamboured collars of the olden 
time was spread, its lateral extremities drooping 
fix)m the elbow. On her head was a pink sun- 
bonnet with a square fiiQ which covered her 
shoulderB, and a pair' ef green cotton gloves, the 
wrists ornamented ^ith wide lace, were displayed 
«pon hpr hands. 

Then&'^was Utde^ conversation While they were 
examining the -tenants of the cages. Some^ 
times an expression of wonder or admiration was 
elicited, ^Hit ' the hum which tires one's ears in an 
eastern assemblaige oir like occasions was not 
heard* I took an advantageous position on one 
of the seats;' and gave mysehf up^to the exatnination 
of tbe crowd. Presentiy Mary came up, ta point 
oiit a charadter. He was a itiiddle-aged -man with 
dark hair, and eyes which seemed to look but at 
the sides of the hedd,so continually were they roll- 
ing from side to side. He was dad in a blue 
.jeans ooat, and pantaloons of the same; and held 
a large riding-whip in hi8,hand, w-^rewith he em- 
ployed himself in whipping the dtist frem one leg 
of the latter. He was looking abottt with the air 
of a man to whom the emotion of surprise was no 
longer possible. If he had just returned froth, the 
African deserts with a frill collection of every spe- 
cies of animal which they ^contain,' he could not 
have regarded these vrith more coolness. But for 
his garb and 6ne other circumstance, one would 
have affirmed he ebuld be no pther than Van Am- 
burgh or Monsieur Martin himself That other cir-^ 
eumstance Was a certain constiained expresnon of 
the face, and, when it rested upon a new object, a 
gleaming of the eye, which, closely observed, 
diowed ^t the man in the jeans coat and panta- 
loons was not quite so familiar with elephants. 
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lions, tigers, &c, as he wished ^the Yan)cees to 
think him. He was evidently playing a part for - 
their edification. * I watched him sometimf^ not a 
little amused at the assumed indifferencel with 
\diich he«uff^:ed his eyes to wander about him. 

The qrowd increased evei^ moment^ and began 
to form about^the entrance a. dense, heaving mass 
of head& which, for SLUght one could see, might 
have beeh floating on some buoyant medium, so 
perfectly were the bodies which belonged to them 
concealed from view. It ^was a very pleasant 
amusement .to guess, when a new head appeared, 
what sort of body belonged to k, and follow it to 
the skirt of the crowd,^ to test yoxir own acuteness. 
The contrast between the fact and your expecta- 
tions was often highly ludicrous.' Presently there 
appeared* in the midst of • the scene an upper ex- 
tremity which left one in no -doubt as to the char- 
acter of the pedestal on whidi it was supported, 
for the shoulders and part of the chest towered 
clear of the crowd, and bore alofl one' of the most • 
extraordinary heada^-^its furniture -included — I 
have ever had the good fortune to see. The face 
indicated that it inight have seen some fifty-five 
years. It was arlong ftu;e, sharp at the lower ex- 
tremity, and rather iiounded at t&e upper. The 
eyes were between a grey aUd a black. They had 
a quick and penetrating, but not a restless glance ; 
they were eyes which had been compelled to serve 
their owner in scenes of danger, and had contracted 
the habit of looking too strongly to be able to 
abandon it when the necessity was removed* The 
mouth seemed to have been originally^drawn up 
at the comers, as if nature had made it to laugh, 
but the events of life l^ad thwarted this purpose, 
and hung so heavily upon them as to draw them a 
little below the straight lin^. Yet there was ever 
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and anoB an eiR>rt made to repair this wrong, 
which lent an indescribable mixture of the sorrow- 
^l and comical to the face:^ - The eyes shared in 
giving utterance to these blended emotions, but 
when anything- decidedly coijiical presented itself, 
they sumK)rted the melancholy expression, and put 
on a look — patrfly of resistance, partly of defianqe 
— ^whicl^ was very curious. Thus ^e face was 
eontinualTy hovering betweW a smile and a cloud ; 
but the fbi^er seemed to be laboring lindisr 6ome 
dilgn^e, so that before it could fairly, show itself, 
it' was hissed dowh, and shrunk away in shame.- 
The forehead was surrounded with short hair, 
which had in former tim^ been" black, but was 
now an iron grey. A very wide- but scant cap 
border hung over it, ani^ the whole was surmounted 
by a eapacioras sugar-loaf Navarino scoop, whicb 
had once vied with- the raven* hair, but was now 
faded*, and mottled with bluish" grey spots, that cor- 
responded well with ^ the lead^colo];ed ribbcoi that 
fastened it. The crown mounted -from the back 
of the neck, in i cone^to/the height of half a yard,, 
and the ribbon climbed e^r this, holding loosely 
in its place a circular pie6eof pasteboard, wMch 
supplied the absence of the original top. Let no 
one suppose, however,, that- die oild lady had 
repaired her black hat with white pasteboard. It 
had either been inked, or dipped in a black dye; 
probably the latter, for ink must have been a rare 
article in her:- domicile. So .much for the head. 
Her shoulders^ were > covered with a small black 
shawl, and a, blue and white cotton handkerchief 
supplied the place of a cravat, though neither could 
possibly conduce to comfort, in the heated crowd. 
At the first look, it was impossible to avoid the 
ludicrous^ idea that the old lady had provided her*, 
self with stUts, the better to enjoy the spectacle 
i2 
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before her ; but this thoiight was instantly put to 
flight by the character of her &ce. .Besides, her^ 
gigantic stature was too well proportioned, and 
each part too much at home in its elevation, to ad* 
mit the idea of temporary or artificial foundation ; 
^fbr she advanced when others stood still and gazed 
with wonder at her aHiazing stature and progress. 
She fairly tiivided the honors^of the day with the. 
elephant, and stalked up to the camel in a mena- 
cing attitude, as if she thought he did not see a 
woihan of her presence every day, and might as 
well confess it at once. Sometimes, her 'scoop bon- 
net covered half my field of vision, a£ others it was 
tui ned so that the puper-c$,pp^ crown. toweYed 
abc re everything else. As the people began to 
take seats, preparatory tp clearing the;ring for the 
monkey ride, 1 was-very desirous that the old^ady 
should get a post in my neighborhood. '\ I rose on 
my feet, therefore, and as her eye was wandering 
in search of an eligible spot, beckoned iier to ap- 
proach. She looked hard at me a momebt, as if a 
little bewildered, and th^, suddenly changvng the 
expression of her face, came down at her most 
rapid pace. As she approached, I made room for 
her beside me. 

** I reckon/' said she, while adjusting herself in 
it, " you're Miss Roberts' sister that's con^e lately 
from York. You look a heap alike.!' 

'' Indeed," saidrl, " has my sister the good fortune 
to know you ?" ^ 

" O yes* I've know'd Miss Roberts -ever »nce 
she come to the country, and a right smart woman 
she is, if she is your sister.'- o 

^* Really, do you consider her * si^nftrtness ' ^y 
the more remarkable on that account]" , 

*^No, i didn^ jist mean that, but I've alPus 
thought a heap of Miss Roberts, and like to say it." 
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The old IsdjTa pmnegyric was iitleilhipted by the 
Yoice of the^ maaager ordeiing the more curious to 
*' fall back/' andrclear the gnrand. Mj neighbor's 
bead was ins^mtly turned and elevated. several 
inches to command the theatre of actio9« A beau- 
tiful little brown pony trotted out into the ring, and 
was'vei^ noon followed hy a sagacious and most 
vespectdile-looking monkey in regimentals. He 
was tnti^uced to the gaping multitude vtt» G^en. 
Jackson, hut his servility made it a poor compli- 
Bieiit.to his Roman prototype* The master of 
ceremonies cm dus occasion, as on altsimilar ones 
which I- have ever witnessed, was a very tall man 
in a kmg-skirted frock*coat.jand rather short trow- 
•ers. The fact is one which I would receimnend 
to the attention of nataralistft*-:not a little ingenuity 
may be ei^bibited in its s(^tion. Whether it is 
one person who,<gifted v^th ubiquity to a .certain 
extent, pre^ee over 411 the monkey-rides of the 
coiUitry, or whether there is a peculiar affimty be- 
tween these animals and tall men, are questions 
beyond my depth. Any one who inclines tp the 
latter, supposition will please beai* in mind that the 
prineiple, whatever it be, musl^ cover the long frock- 
coat, Uie short pantaloons, and a tall seedy hat. I 
have i^ever known these adjuncts faiL On the 
present eecasioa the performance was not very 
brilliant. . . The pony threw up his heels and whirled 
exactly with the crack of tne whip, the monkey 
was quite as inelegant as usual in his poitiiTesy and 
not a ^it more exci^ with the nov^ty of his 
Sucker audience than if he had been performing for 
a common New York assemblage, t did think he 
wihljLed a little quicker wheti he faced the Nava* 
rino, but it might have been, imagination* The 
most edifying part of the wbde spectacle was ibm 
comments of my neighbor. . 
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** Miglity !" she exdahned, as the pony took his 
phtboj '' what be £tkey goin to set on that HtUe 
faofse's back 1 That great feller ain't agbin to 
mount him, Til knock him off myself if he does. 
He's too long, for such a powerful Httle beast. The 
great lazy ramaffin^\ • 

The good old lady,->in her fiiraidly zeal fat the 
pony,- forgot, that the feller whom she was do* 
noiinoing was several inches below her own 
stature. But while she was in the high tide of 
her anathema, thQ nlOnkey appeared. ShelQK>ked 
for a momeiit quite bewildered, 'and at last broke 
out. * v " , 

"Well if these Yankees don't go ahead ofheare* 
and anth ! I reckon now they made that little 
£xin ^-purpose ^^r that horse^ but he aiif t Teiy 
handsome no how ; he 4ooks like* a baby with bis 
grandfieUiher's head on. They mought a made the 
tail of his coat 4onger, and he'd looked better than 
he does now— but the Xankees don't care what's 
decent, for the ypung women goes yith their necks 
bare a heap mote' than I' ever seed anybody else.^' 

Dropping- the tone of soliloquy, and addressing 
herself to me in the most earnest manner, >!.' Look 
at them two critters," said she, ** I s'pose they are, 
for they say that one lliat's xidin-ain't a boy, foi* aB 
helooks so pbwerful like one. That horse'll thro^^ 
him off yet, and stomp his brains into die ground if 
he's got any." . . ^ 

Two or three Whirls of the pony wrought the 
old lady's sympathy and indignation to the highest 
pitck 

'* fi* everybody felt like I do they wouldn't set 
such a fool as diat a horseback, whether he's a 
monkey or' not. He's alive, I reckon; and that's 
enough to make a- christian take him off -o' that 
critter's back, anyhow J' 
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' The taUf man came in for his share of demineiar 
tion at every new feat which he commanded the 
monkey to execute, and before the thtee p^ibrm* 
era retired, the good old lady had denounced all 
Yankees and '* Yankee doins " for the fortieth 
time. The man in the- jdans clc^hes and riding- 
whip had watched the whole a£^ with such evident 
admiration, that the look' of contempt whicl^ . he 
remembered to assume after they retired was ex« 
tremelyludicrou8> and served better than a volume 
to reveiil his whole character. But he was toa 
remote for his com^Hents, if he made any, to be au- 
dible to us. . . ^ 

Next came Mr. Turner with his dog,, and their 
wonderftd feats drew whole yoUeys of exclamation 
from Iny transparent neighbor. 3ut when the 
young m»i climbed the centre pole and suspend- 
ed himself from its top by a cord around his 
Wrists, the poor woman could restrain herself no 
longer. *, , *. 

"Mighty Heatenf^ she exclaimed, or rather 
shrinked, for her voice was aharpened by her ex- 
cited sensibilities. " Does the 'farnal Yankee think 
we come to a hangin? I've saw one in my life, 
and that'll do. me. But if he's ajnind to hang that 
he may; I -won/t loctk at him," and the giant hat 
swung quickly round, facing the au^ence above. 

"It don't make you feel like it does n»e," she 
remarked, touching' my elboW, " or you wouldn't 
look that way. I reckon ybuP never see a real 
hang, did you V .{ ^ 

"No.V - . . - ' 

" Wall^'you'd never Mrant te see another if you 
had, nor any such shamniin as ^ that. ^Tain't fit 
for folks to look at, that knows what christians is." 

I expressed so hecurty an assent to this opinion 
both in relation to the real and the sham hangings 
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that ihe old lady looked earnestly atqae Sar a ino- 
ment, and4:ben said, *' Well npw^I allow you've got 
some christian feelins in. you* I like to hear any-* 
body talk like th^ Come and see me. Mr> R 
will tote you and Miss K^oberts up some day, and 
I shou]d be mighty glad to see you, and so would 
my old.man.'^ . : •: ' 

While this little complimentary by-play was 
going on, the mak whom we left suspended Imd 
come down^ the Wowd bad relieyed its excited 
feelings by two or diree hearty rounds of applause 
and several interchanges ^f opinion among them- 
selves. I lost sight of the man with the whip^ but^ 
to my great joy, he preseirtly appear^ in our im- 
mediate vicinity. I pointed him out to my neigh- 
bor, and asked who he was. .. * > 

*^ O, that's old man C ".. ' ; everybody knows 
him for the biggest Har ever liyed m these 
parts. It's ix), ijkcceunt whi^ you tell UUn, he^}l 
alVurs break up ahead on* yoii. And one thing is 
strange, he alVurs tell^ his li^ aB-if^he b'leeved 
them himself. He ^ras in the miiiehary voiAer 
Gineral Harrison a good many year ago, an if 
they should set down, together anybody that heerd 
him would- reckon \% w%s ijie first man of tha 
two. There ain't nothin on airth that, anybody 
has ever . seed or kno;w'd, but' what he's seed 
somethin a powerful sight bigger* You'll see 
afore long, naw he's come so nigh." 

While my iriend was thus enli^tening me, the 
ring had been again cleared, and a springing board 
elevated upon J;wo blocks placed within it. In a^ 
few minutes, one of the mos( atbletic-looking nders 
appealed in Jmit garments fitting closely to his fine, 
muscular form, and was introduced to the audience 
^ Mr. Sands, who was about to perform some sur- 
prising gymnajBtic feats. v. 
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** I hope he won't hang himself/' said the old 
lady, looking earnestly at his splendid figure, " he'a 
too handsome, -and there's been enu^ of that^m- 
mutf/ now." 

But Mr. Sands, aftet a few preliminary'^rform* 
ances, to. assure hiipself that he was all right, re* 
lie^ed the good wonian's apptehensiens by setting , 
himself into a sort of rotary, piotion in t^e^air, like 
a human windmill. I counted twenty-^ne of 
.these surprising atrial evoludons, and then turned 
away, for the spectacle gp'ew4>atnfuL . , , 

" He'll kill hihiself,'^ said, my excitable neigfabcn', 
** why don't they take him away 1 Stop him !" 
she screamed ; ^ he can't stop himself! Why 
don't you oatdi hold of his legs a,nd a^ms, some of 
yqu ] J. could hold him thyself if I was thar,'^ 
andrtfae sympathiziiig ^^reature rose en her feet 
and stood expostulating with the heartless audi- 
ence^ some seconds before the peiformance ceased ( 
whei^ it did, there was a great deal of confusion 
for a few moments, and then a^shrewd neighbor, 
who understood the constitutional infirmities of 
**-01d pMR C \ ," remarked to. him, ' 
. •* WeH, Mr: C — — , for a Yankee i>oy^^ that was 
pieuj fdrly^one,^«hr'' • ' 

, *^Otiyl reckon it'll pass among Yankees, but it^s 
no account amone^tis. When we was in the army, 
we used to do that eyery day, and we^had some 
fellers who would' tuin them Somersets sixty^feet 
light up a tiee !" v 

"What, branches and -^11" " 

*^No; we cM-aVxay the branches of some of the 
trees round the camp, a purpose to have 'em 
ready. It's no account to do that; A right smaxt 
man would turn eighty or ninety without stoppin 
to hraathei tiuikt felkw, now, is a'pufiin like a M^at 
horse." 
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*< Yes, he does breathe a little quicker, it's tme, 
but we think he has done well.'^' 

" Oh, it's right for you that neyer fiee anything 
better tb think so, but I've gol^ smarter blood thaid 
that myself." ' . 

"Ah! how r^ ^ 

** My grandfather fit the British under Begyne^ 
thar in old Virginny ; and when orders was give 
Hot every man. to take <»re of himself) he took a 
knapsack- from a feller that was dead close l>y 
him, and put it on hisn, and started. Je^t as he 
got to the fence,, a powerful, big, old nigger that 
he know'd a long time, hollered to him, for help, 
£>r both his legs was broke by a cannon-ball, and 
he allowed the Indians 'd scalp hitn if they got 
hold on him. So the old feller j ust throws him over 
the two knapsa<iks, and jumps the fence; But the 
British was most ou his he^ls when he cleared it. 
He retreated J^een miles in sixteen minutes^ and 
then he come to the race-^^ay of a mill eighteen 
feet wide ; that he jumped, and the British halted 
on the other side for a raft,- and so he gofaWay." 

" With the two knapsacks and the black raanl'' 
9aid the listener. 

" Yes, and the next day they weighed 'em all, 
and what do you reckon ihey all made V* ' 

" Two hundred pounds 1" 

** Two hundred f The knapsacks weighed eighty 
a piece, and the cdd man weired two* hundred^ 
and fifty-without hia legs, for they cut 'em off be- 
fore they weighed him*"^ ' ' 

" Indeed ! your grandfather must have been a 
very powerful man, to retreat so rapidly under 
such an immense burthen." - • 
^ *• Yes, he was a right smart old feller ; but I've 
seen younger men tfa^ could do more than that«" 

"Ah and wte) were they 1" 
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" Wky, 'tani*t of maeh account for a man to 
brag of himself, but I've done better than that ar 
in my 6wn time" (whipping his boot more vehe- 
mently than ever)* " "Waen I was with Gin. Har- 
rison, we wanted to make la forced mat'ch once, 
when the roads was ihighty bad, and the streams 
all in' a fresh. ' So the gineral he <fomd to me in 
the momin, and said he calculated l^'d- be the best 
man to go ahead, for if anybody: could dg it — ^I 
could ; and the men would .follow me better than 
any other man^ So jest to oblege him I started on, 
and told the boys to coMe, for I'd dar the road for 
'em: ^ We Wenton till after night, and it growed 
•o C6ld, we Uiought eveTJrthing would freeze up 
anyhow. . At last we come to a stream that had ns 
a right smarfosence mormi^, and \e£t, the. ice un^ 
der water: I halted her^ and waited for the gin- 
eral to come ancl insult with him afore I tried it. 
We- waited an hour, and at> last the rare-gpiard 
cpme. I told the gineral diat I redconed we ^bet- 
ter not try it that night, but he said he wanted to 
git over; and he allowed I could' gitihe boys to 
fbliow. So I never waited for him to say it agin, 
but I ptit.^right in,. and swum ipciy horse through, c 
and broke t^B ice all th^ way. When I got on 
t'other side,. J, totdd four or five old trees to. the 
water, and laid 'em across myself, 'cai;se you see 
the stream was narrow, though it. was: right deep. 

At last they a]|l got across, and thennve marched 
five miles afore the. ginersd would let us can^p. 
When we come to the place, I started to git-off 
o' my horse, and couldn't^ stir. I was froze fiist 
to the Sjaddle. It was growing cplder and colder, 
and I didn't know wlmt I should do. Some of 
the- boys allowed they could warm some water, 
if rd set stilly and thaw me up. So they went to 
building fires, but I didn't want to set Uiere and 
K 
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wait ; And, at last, I give a miglity Bpring that lifted 
the horse right off his feet, and when he come 
down; the ice cracked all around, and I got loose.*' 

''You mast have, been sick after it," said his 
listener,' '' and so lost the battle the next day.*' 
\, " Not a bit of it. I never was better than I was 
the next day ; and I'll tell you what I did. I had 
a boy to lo^d my rifle, and while he was doing it, 
I fit the Indians with a hatchet^ I shot twenty- 
one, and ~" hut here a surre of the i^etiring mul- 
titude took liie speakc^ amd listener beyond my 
hearing* 

^ Th^re," saidjthe old lady. Who had eaujhtthe 
hurt few words ; "didn't I teD you right 1 He'll lio 
like that as long as anybody will step to hear him, 
and that's a widced mi(n that's- keepm^ him agoin." 

"I have heard,"! replied, f' of story-tellers who 
would n&irer sufier themselves to- be «ut-done by 
others, but thb .man seems^ determined not to be 
surpassed by himself.'^ 

'' That's jest it," replied my friend. "If he 
shoidd ever tell^ so big a lie that he couldn't tell a 
bigg^ one, I reckon ^twould kill him. But I see 
my old man yonder waitin. lOood bye i come 
and see me, and tell MiJss Roberts to; ebme widi 
you." And with these words the t>ld lady de^ 
parted. , ^. 

I began now to experience some trepidadbn, 
lest it, should * not prove so easy to rCjoin my 
friends. I looked long and anxiously oyer the 
moving mass, but noifirfiere were their faces visible, 
till a sudden jog of 'the elbow brought me to the 
right, aiid. ^wed Mary, standing, with Miister 
Junius in^het hand. 

" Come, * light down,* "- said she. ' " John has 
ffone for the horses, and you ynSi. not find another 
Afm. S. here to-day." 
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^Nor anywhere else, I iapprefaend/' said L 
" Women like, her must be rare/' " 

" Yes, they are, more's the pity, for, with aU 
her eccentricities, and they are interwoven with 
mind and body, she possesses -some of the finest 
eleraents> of character. . Kind, ju8t» generous, and 
hospitable, with clear perceptions and. a ready 
humor, blended with the beat ^eelinffs which be- 
long to humanity^yet almost tfrhoUyde^d either 
of the arts of cuMvated life, or the prejudices of 
her class, she- is a model of ^ frontier housewife. 
Poor woman ! she has endured much physical 
harddiip a^d auifleriog; as well as other amietions. 
Thepr seem tO:.haye bent her naturally buoyant 
i^ir^ almost to the gi^ound, so that one is con^ 
Stantly reminded) whOe conver^g with her, of 
the purple ^ost flowei: we mbcA to admire so much 
at the east, whid^ always- bent under th^ strong 
November blasts, seems ever vainly seeding to 
ro|[ain its former position. You may laugh at 
my.cQmpmkon, and thinkj that a woman over six 
feet, with such i^ N^varinO and other appurte- 
nanccvB) should remind one of lowers only by 
oQi^ast; but when yOu have Jived as long as I 
hav0, away fropi the world, where, clodies make 
the man or woik)0h,'you^ will learn to see> and 
^preciate. beauty of ^ij^ irrespective of garb.** 

'' I Bcaixely needed such a les^n as I have had 
to-day, sistiar, to teach me that^ You know I 
n^er placed undUe yitlue upon 3ress,,nor other 
materisd refinei^ient ; md. if X had^ I coi^d not 
have- fiuled to discover some of the^^ spiritual 
beauti^ you have enuinerated, under the coarse 
exterior of your friend. She seems an excellent- 
heartec^ woman ! With some cultivation, and a 
little trailing, in the htrnds of a posture-master, 
she might have earned even her enormous stature 
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into any circle, and awakened only respect and 
affection, Ab it is, I have no doubt these are the 
predominant sentiments with which she is re- 
garded by her-acquaintance. Still it cannot be 
denied that the Navarino is an extraordinary 
adjunct of such a figure; see, now, if it is npt," 
said I, pointing to ^he huge Pennsylvania waggon,* 
in *which the ^ood wotean was seated, beside her 
little husband. ** It is in adniirable keeping, all 
but the man, is it not 1 The very horses i^eem^o 
copy their mistress : but the husband must be a 
cipher!" , ' ' -^ •• 

**No; you are mistaken.^ He^ is almost the 
equal of his wife in excellence, and enjoys as 
undbputed supremacy in his family as if die^ size 
were aH on his side/' 

'' That is the best thin^ you have said of her 
yet. But I am going to visit her some time, and 
then r shall see for myself. Here are our steeds, 
and, I think, by the time Tyler has accomplished 
ten miles, we shall be willing to discuss sblnetbing 
more substantial than extermil or spiritual beauty." 

Ju^t as we were crossing the steeam I looked 
back. The great tent was struck, ^he cages were 
all converted into close waggons, the circus homes 
and riders had off their holiday garb, and were 
.each ready for the journey before them; the 
camels had shouldei^ theiir bundles, and the 
elephant, aqtitig as his own porter, though under 
a cloak, was advancing towards'^us. But we soon 
left them out of sight, for Tyler plied his six 
organs of locomotion with such praiseworthy 
celerity, that we reached home just as the sun 
was sinking before us into u range of gold and 
purple mountains. ' 

The adventures of the day led to some lively 
discussion of men and things in the west. I found 
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the descendant of the ** Begyne'' bero Was <)Q]te 
as nbtorious as he bad been represented bir that 
eccentric show. The stories which he tola that 
day were declared 4o have formed a part of his 
honest belief for the last ten years. ^ 

"It cannot.be, otherwise," -said my brother, 
" for he has, within that time, repeated them so 
ofben, and so earnestly, that he would have con- 
Tinced you yourself bf their truth, unless you had 
argued their probability in. your own mind after 
each telling; and certainly, h^ has a right. to in- 
dulge in the luxury of such hard-earned belief* 
His «tories no longer amuse mfe ; but his absurd 
misapplication of words has not lost that power. 
It is only a few days since he <;alled on us in the 
field to ipcjuire for 'strays.' We told him there 
was Qi^ among, our. icattlei and were about specify- 
ing its age, etc^^t,. when h^ stopped us, bsxA, s^ 
we ought always to make a man who was looking 
for strays *ji«&wrfic' them himself^ •Now TU 
t^acribej^^ b^ast I {fm looking fpr, iuid you can 
teU whether it's this pn^q or'not.* When he had 
finished the * subi^oriptiQn,' as he called it, we in^ 
formedv him that it did not belong to pur ^ stray,' 
and he plumed himself not alittle on the shrewd 
lessOn hO; had. taught us."- 

I afterwiard saw a deedt conveying a consider* 
able sunount of rejoj. estitte, of whic^ this expe- 
rienced gentleman had taHen the aicknowledg^ 
ment. He^ad never held the office of magistrate, 
nor .was he in any;way qualified to perfom^ Im act 

* These paasages ipay serve to show the alnCipst iocrediblQ 
mfluence ot habitual falsehood in warping the judgment as well 
«ft the moral seitoe. T^ie Anecdotes related in the text were 
narrated ^th as much gravity, and, ultimately, I have n^ doubt^ 
with Almost. as earnest a beljpf in the^r truth, as the demon- 
8tratk>nv4)f any proposition cotdd be recitkl by a grave pro- 

lM80r. 

8 k2 
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of the idndr i[t wap, therefore, "of no Hccount/' 
either in a lecsl or a common s^ise. But it had 
the merit of originality, both m structure and 
prthography. It ^as briefer, too, than those 
forms wherewith more learned gentlemen certify 
the legality of Iflte documents. Here it is, ver- 
batim et literatim : — 

"hear i dothe surtify that thej said ' his 

wife and the saTd -r is the saiil peepul that 

has maid this said dead and they allow they did it 
without compun<^ns or fears of themselves or 
enny body the sa^d wummen^aint ^feared of her 
said man nor him of her-^Thei-eunto. i set my 
band an seal 

. \ ' • — (seal.)'? ' ; 

But eveiything has ^m end, atid I know of no 
class who should be more grajteful for this truth, 
than people who are continuallyvmakiQg themselves 
absurd. !l^yen " Old man C 's *' ridiculous bhindenl 
ceased to excite our laughter, and after the cows 
had b^n milked and the> chickens fed, we retired 
to xeBt, witb a hearty welcome to the kind " Re* 
storer,^ after the leng^ened amusements and 
labors of the day. ^ Our repose was not broken till 
deep in the night, when the growling of lions, ti- 
gers, etc., and the heavy rumbHng oi wa^goi>s, with 
the tramb of horses^ roused us. The menagerie 
was passuig on its way tg the next town to exhibit. 
The followmg morning the elephant was found to 
have 1^ die print of his fopt in the sofl turf beyond 
the house. It was about fifteen inches deep, and 
large enough to allow a phild c^six or seven years 
to sit 4own in it. It was not pbliterated for many 
weeks. ' . y 
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CHAPTER XII. 

The time had now arrived wheti I was to leave 
Prairie Lodge and try my fortunes among strangers. 
This was in truth the ccnnmekicement of ^ Western 
life" to me ; for in my sister^s home the ruder and 
less pleasant conations of life in a new country 
had heen sofEened down by innumerable little arte 
and rlBsources. The peculiarities of the people 
had been only so ma9y sources .of amusemeht or 
themes for speculation. They had never come so 
near as^to embarrass or ai^y» Now the chances 
Were that \hey. might assume a very different as* 
pect. Instead of provoking mirth or awakening 
only cool curiosity> they might and probably would 
Conflict painfully vrith my previous iiabits and long 
indulged preferences^ Nevertheless^the trial must 
be made, and the ^rst difficulties to be solved 
wer^, where and bowl that^s, in what particular 
house should the new home be >found1 ' Ev^y 
habitation in the little town, on whidi ear dioice 
had fallen, vrss already oipwded to excess^ S^everal 
were in prepress which!offered prospective homes, 
and ixt one & thisse quairters^were finaHy promised 
whinr it should be obmpleted. JVIeantime some lyx 
Weeks or two months must eliq>se, and a temporary 
'* place " must be found, in which to wear these 
away. Far and near was the country searched 
therefore to find it.. Sidtiabl^iess wras a consider- 
ation-quite out of the question, for be it known to 
ike l^tidious that seeking board in the wes^ is very 
di£^ent from the same thing in New York. Here 
the host is fayosed^ Uiere tte guest After several 
days of fruitless inquiry the anuous seeker vras 
comniended to a Quaker £unily about a mile and 
a half from town, where many of the citizens had 
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boarded while building their own dwellings. . I had 
lived BO much and happily in the neat quiet houses 
qC these people at the east, that the bare suggestion 
filled me with del^^t. My imagination immedi- 
ately conjured ^ up the most delightful pictures of 
order' and neatnes^. This house was visited- on 
Saturday albemoan» anduf<Nind to offer s very tol- 
erable pospect of com&rt. The mistress was ab- 
^ni, but het husband gave assurance thsut we 
couild be accommodated. We could conxi the 
next wpek. . . , > ~ ■ . > 

Behdd us then landed at the door, the next 
Saturday a little pas); one>^. • The house stands 
on a hill. which is bordered on the west and south 
by a grove, and comibands a fine view- of the^ 
prairie north and east. The spot is redUy quite 
beautifuL I shall find m^y cfharms ** in the wood 
and by the stream ** to lighten^ the long and lonely 
hours, if such come, as-^coiMi they must to one 
amongL strangers^. The exterior of the house lockB 
very respectable. It hais. the western sDamp,^ the 
tall chiniiBey is turned oilt at the^end, and there are 
four outside doors,- two in &cmt, and two in the 
rear, opentnff opposite ea«h b(;)iet. The wiildawe 
also are unitorm, two-betwedh the doors^aad one 
beyond ew^ A ^lot-fence, of some^ pretension 
encloses a part of the ^ard, but, most wonde^bl at 
ftll our claims to gentihty, the house is painted. It 
is a dark red, bordered at the angles vrith a stripe 
of dull white. The windovrfii^mes have a dubiaus 
hue vrhicb I caiii;iot nanie. We alight aiid enter 
die eouthemmost'of the frontdoors. It is a warm 
day in July, and the opposite entrance is thtowa 
wide to allure the current. But oh, what an ely- 
aium it breathes upon 1 We gain the floor by one 
step, tihoush it is of radier in^obvenieitt height, and 
llttM the AiU view bttrsts upon us. The toom is 



imeqnivoeally M^ ; ntwt the oppoA^ door^nts tho 
pamaxvih, bis ehair ataading At «n nogle cf forty^ 
.&Ye dagrees with the fiooi;^- He has on neither 
qoot nor waistcoat, the whole of his^ simple garb 
being made up of a psor c^ blue cotton paiittloom, 
and a mjisUn shirt of very dbubt&l hue. On the 
rtgbtjBS we emt^ is a large opetrfire-place> the heaitl| 
of ^iiioh is covered with ashes that in some places 
even enoFoacb on^thefibor. Among ihem sttfnd 
sever^ baktng-ketdes and spid^v, in which were 
fipparentljr goiog on some very moderate co<^ng 
operation. Opposite the fire*place, partly under 
the stairway, stancka table, i^n^ad wiUi ^ dari^- 
fig^red india-ruf»ber cloth. Beside this stands our 
lady hostess man^ulating various parcels of dough t 
a process r^id^^d panicularly interesting firom 
the &ct; that a current of air ed^ers i^e fire-place 
every few moments'&om tiie S6uth side, and departs 
at the northern to make die circuit of the ro^ ; 
having -during its brief stay taken a heavy fineight 
of ashes^ and smoke* As k travels aroimd to the 
opposite side, a very considerable port^^to of these 
eargos is deposited upon the table; and the prin- 
cipal object of the womto's labor seems to be to 
distribute t\^ brown coating fairly trough the 
mass.- iSadi time diat the parcds are. taken up^ 
the space they^ave covered is l^ comparativdy 
clean, and though I will #ith as earQestness that 
starts the perspiration, that the c^erator shall lay 
tibem on the same sp<it again, yet she faili to do it 
in every instance. She must be proof against all 
magnetic influence ! The old adage ef a rolling 
stone is utterly rofuted in those loaves. Locomo- 
tion was never moTO successfully proved to be fii^ 
vorable to gathering. My eyes grow to thos&balla 
of d(Kigh, and will not be persuaded from them, till 
they rest quietly in die filth of a single i^ot. Tho 



118^ MFB IJP-PRAIRIR LAKD. 

transition is then very natural to the person who 
has been operating with them. She is a woman of 
ordinary size, with two black eyes settled very 
near each other on a lymphatic face. Her hair is 
drawn tightly back from the forehead, leaving the 
grey temples entirely uncovered, and fastened be- 
hind in a most slatternly twist with a small white 
comb. She is clad in « dark blue calico^ made 
very short in the viraist arid very -narrow in the 
skiit. > A small cape of anolhet^ color, finidied at 
tiicTneck ^ith a rectangular collar^ is» I suppose, 
designed to cover thd space lefl base by the dress-. 
But the various duties to which she is* called, hav^ 
BO reduced it from its fair proportions, that two- 
^irds at least of its office is lefb ' undischarged, 
and that in the most important point. A part of 
these duties is very soon explained, for a cry is 
heard in the next-toom^ to which she responds by 
rulbbing the dough hastily from her hands, and pre- 
senting herself in person. In a moment she retunis 
with a child' of some twelve, ol^^fteen months in 
her arms, and seating herself directly in front of the 
gentleman, proceeds to offer, without a spoony th^ 
universal cordial ^ stich woes. Bhockmg as is 
this proceeding, it does not prevent my noticing for 
the first tiiiie her feet.. It is 'no tiny slippered 
member that peeps fi*om beneath the flowing fblds 
of her dress ;- but a broad flat foot, partially clad in 
a homeknit stocking of brown linen. The heels 
of both^ have long since got leave of absence, and 
the toes are earnestly soliciting the like indulgence, 
but with less success. The most toelancholy state 
of me epidermis is manifest where these rents ap- 
pear, and the sight of them reminds me so strongly 
of the anecdote of Dr. Aberriethy, and the old 
womair who won- a guinea firom h\ta by the e^hi- 
bition of ber lame foot, that, notwithstanding thi 
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Itorrors of my sitiitttion, I can scarcidly resist the 
involuntary smile that rifees^^to my lips. 

There are two children in the room ; girls of 
seven and nine, who from th0 moment I Altered 
have politely turned their ^tention from Ornament- 
ing the loaves on the table with finger marks, to 
the inspection pf my dress uid person. Jjet the 
reader $gure to himself, then, the dirty house, tlje 
dirtier man, the dirtiest jvoman, and the most dirt- 
kfst children, for nothing hjat a double superlative 
will convey any idea df tJieir condition, and the 
writer. sitting in the midst clad aU in white of ^he 
mqst unsullied punty, and he will have some faint 
conception of my debutin "Sucker life." Perfectly 
astounded, by the scene beiRire me, I had dropped 
upon ^e fii^t chair, .and sat gazing at the objects! 
have aiCtemptad to describe with a consternation 
that, had it been observed, woidd^ I fear, have led 
our host and hostess to doubt my sanity. The two 
jgirlsn dodge4 ground me in all directions. The 
fvhiteness of my dress 8eem0d to ^maze them. 
They ^>ok.hdd of it in various places, and lifi:ed it 
from the floor to get a look at my feet. 1 drew 
them back instinctively^ What if the hose had by 
some jnysterious ptoaoas become such as I saw be- 
fore me 1 I could scarcely persuade myself that 
they had not, and felt agx^eeably relieved when the 
elder, who^luid assumed this part of the inspection, 
exclaimed in'a half vdiis^er tathe other, "jSAe** 
got on new MtoekinsJ" BvLt their most profound 
wonder was called forth by an embroidered sew- 
ing-silk shawl. I could not keep their hands off it. 
The pure white of the fabric, and the bright and 
delicate tracery of flowers, could neyer be suffi^*^ 
eiently admired. At last my -gloves drew their 
attention. They seized the one which I had un* 
£>rtunately Ijaid off, and bore it away for a mom 
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minute examination. I looked imploringly at the 
father^ and was understood; for after he had seversd 
times repisated an ord^r for its restoration, Uiey 
returned, and a few minutes more, very much to 
iny reMef^ brought the examinatiott. to a close; 
When it was bver, die juvenUe committee retired 
precipitately- to the yard in front, and throwing 
themselves ^own ** on all /ours/* scampered ccffiill 
i^>eed through the grass for several minutes, jLitter- 
ingall the time b noise so nearly like that c^ the 
wild turkey, that I started wdth 8td:prise. 

'' That's the girls thee, hears,*' said the hostesa, 
half adjusting her ^ess,~wlien the uncleanly baby 
sigmfied his willingness to get down. She slid 
him to the floor, and, without wa^hinjg her hands^ 
walked directly to the table and recommenced her 
baking operations. The loaves- had been very 
freely Sprinkled several titnes during her absence, 
and the dark table-cover viras -quite whitened by 
the repeated deposits of adies, so that the present 
working oyer was to sbme purpose I How could 
one ever eat that bread 1 I made a random esti- 
mate of the number of days one might subsist wi^ 
out food ; and calculated the chances of getting 
boiled eggs twice or thrice a week^ but th^ pros- 
pect was very dismaL 

** Let us walk out," said Mr. f . . - , ^ 

1 gladly accepted tke proposal, and stepped 
hastily forth, relieved, like one oppressed vidth 
nightmare, by the blessed name o£ the outer 
world. When we were fairly out of ear distance 
my husband spoke. 

" You cannot live even for a few weeks in that 
place, can you V 

It was a difficult question to answer. Three 
minutes before, with that horrid spectacle around 
ne, I should have said, without hesitatioQ, No( 
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But now it had faded away* ' Nature was pust 
and beautiful here as ^sewh^^e. The deep ^ood, 
vrith -its clear leafy aisles, was doubly, iuTiting*, 
by Contrast, with the fikh from which T had just 
escaped. Tha winds, that signed around us were 
i^sh, and birds were chirping and sinking pfeas- 
imtly in the trees, 'as if the house had been the 
home of all the domestic, virtues. I should have 
a little place of my own somewhere, that could 
not 1>e proof againei^ hot water and soap, and 
there I could sit alone and enjoy its neatiiess^ 
Beside all this, I knew that a b6tter, or, indeed, 
any other place was out iiT the- question ; and it 
Beemed quite inconsistent with duty or comfort, 
therefore, to show any adequate appre<uation of 
the disgusting realities of this* Mo^oyotj retreat 
was now impostdhle. The conqueror of Mexico, 
when he' hsid landed his forces on ^ shores ol 
the new country, destroyed his ships^to prevent 
the possibility of return- We had followed this 
illustrious example, not withsoimposing a motive, 
perhiqisy-but to ^scarcely less purpose in r^ard to 
the alternative of escape. Weighing all these 
things in my. mind, in tanch less time than they 
can be written, 1 answered decidedly, " Yes;" 
-I will not deny that the^ answer was rendered 
more- energetic. by ^a discovery inade at the mo* 
ment, that the grove abounded in wikL fruit, as 
the plum, blackberry, cherry^ &c., which would 
soon be ripe; and affcnd a most luxurious fare 
wi^out that loathsome bread. So much Was I 
encouraged by these Unexpected accessDvies, that 
it really cost but lictle effoit to dress the prospect 
in colprs which comforted both very much. After 
a deliberate survey of the external, we turned our 
feet reluctantly houseward, for homeward, aa yet, 
it was not. Qu reapproaching, I noted, for tJm 
L 
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first timtB; a Ktde cabin almoBt-adjoining the large 
house on the northern end,- which gave -every in* 
dication of being inhabited. The entrance looked 
neat, and there we» a cleanliness about the pails, 
kettles, and other hpusehold implements standing 
ivithout, that quite revived me. " Here must be 
som^hing," I exclaimed. -** that- can . be. seen, at 
least, if not participated in. It looks i^imiliar 
and cheering. V ' . ' 

I set ii^y foot reluctantly^upon our dirty thresh- 
old, and, as I ent^ed, saw a young woman sitting 
within sewing. She looked so cleanly and whoie- 
some, that I set; h^r down at once jbr the tenant of 
the cabin. She wleus introdud^d cus the married 
daughter of our host, and the housekeeper ^ore* 
said, a ceremony, by the way, which ^Vo^ld never 
have been performed but for another announce* 
ment that followed it, and made me almopt 
embrace her in the joy it produced. We were to 
eat at hto table ! Judg^ of my relief, any one 
who can, to be transferred fix>m ,this dreadfol 
place, to be no more haunted by diose loaves, to 
get leav^ of absence from those stockii^tgs, and the 
children, and the vile india-rubber cloth ! My 
happiness seemed perfect ! I wanted to take my 
young hosteiss by the hand and say; Let us leave 
this place, and go to your own neat home. But 
this would not do. I was obliged to restrain my 
transports, and reconcile myself a 4ittle longer to 
the apartment of her lady-mother. But, alas ! 
true happiness i& always brief, and mine was a 
little briefer on . this occasion^ than- usuaL It 
suddenly occurred to me, that 'some place must 
be provided to spend the night in, and the hints I 
had heard of congregated sleepers among these 
people, ccnnbined with the fact that jthere was but 
one other room in the house, threw me into a 



1 
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greater trepidatioB than I had yet experienced. 
To settle the question at once, I asked the young 
woman wher^ my room was. • ~ ^ , 

" Room P' she-i^eplied, regarcBng me with evi- 
dent surprise, *' thee can't have a Tvhole room, hut 
thy hed standi in ^Aor." -. . 

•* Show it me^" I said, while a cpld^ shudder 
passed over my .frame. 

She led the way, and I followed to a room cor- 
responding . exactly, save the staircase and fire- 
place, with the one weliad-left. There were three 
bedis in it,^ two oecupyitig-the front comers, and 
one at the back. The latter ^as pointed out as 
the one assigned to my use, and I thought, from 
th^ tone i|i whicji it -was done, that I might con- 
sider myself fortunate if the whole of this were left 
to me. Beside the beds, the apartment conts^ned 
four flour barrels.: standing in the corner fronting 
mine, a cast-off tin oven near them, tw4 chairs, a 
large bundle of old calicos and muslins lying under 
my window,, and a &w bits of board covered with 
fragments of broken plates, (sups, et cet., with which 
the young tedies before referred to, doubtless 
amused their elegant leisure. The. floor wa^ not 
so hopelessly bemired as that we had just left, but 
it, was strewn with all descriptions of k)bse littev — 
flour, meal, potato rinds, phim pits, apple cores^ 
diips, rags, feathers, et cet. The young -woman 
apologized for the disordered condition of the room. 
But this was the least dreadful of the. realities it pre- 
sented to me. . The other was enotigh to make the 
greatest heroine that ever lived in romance, stand 
aghast. I inquired who occupied the other beds. 

** The boys sleeps^in this hyur," was the reply, 
« aiid ■ — — , the cotmty surveyor, in this, when 
he's hyur ; but that ain't mo^e than oncet or twicet 
awedk." , 
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The (one in wbicb di^ete Aicto were conummi* 
eated was such as utteiiy to defy remonstrance or 
appeal. The proprietor of a first-class hotel -could 
not have shown hk^ best anite of rOoms with less 
expectation t^at they would be complained f^ I 
must demur to these arrangements, but wliere to 
begin was tlie question. At last I observed that it 
was so a^ war with all our ei^stent usages to^leep 
in a room Witb odi^ people, that I stareely saw 
how I should become reconciled to it. 

** Thee'M soon git ^het of that,^' said .ray bost^ 
ess, '' 'tain't of much account- anyhow, ^d a body 
^ts so they don't mind it after a Uttle.'' 

<'But the initiation," I said, '< is terrible. I 
would rather haye a couch on the floor of your 
garret, or sit up in a chair iji night, than aleep in 
a room "where there are two other beds occujpied 
by strangers." ' -- . ^ ^ 

'' Oh,^ thee needn'l midd 4he boys, they'll be 
asleep long afore you go to bed, and up aftire 
you're awake, and L > ■ won't be here to-night. 
He i^lowed he'd be \goiie till the middle of next 
week. So thee needha't make thysdlf aQy more 
trouble. I i^ckon thee hain't been in the country 
long, has. thee I" - " 

**N<^ long enough," I replied, *<to be accus-* 
tomed to this, and I never shall be. I don't intend 
to be," I added, waxing somewhat warm at the 
nature of the supposition.. '* I shall never sleep i^ 
that l)ed- till some partition is thrown across the 
room. I ha^e some ideas of exclusiveness, which 
shall not be outraged by any degree^ of necessity." 

The good-natured C]:eature laughed in my face. 

*' If I see thee next year at this time," said she, 
f* thee- won't feel so," 

" That may be," I replied, " though P doubt it 
exceedingly. But how I may feel a. year hence ia 
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a matter of na conflequen^e. The pretent is wbat 
I care for. If I degenerate with the lapse <^ time, 
I will lament it theB^ not exult in it now. Be aa*>' 
0iirc»^ I can never attempt to sleep in tbat bed aa 
it n^ow is. . I on}y regret tbat there k not another 
day beti^een thb and the sabbath. . If ther'e were, 
I weuld ti^ow yoi; what the ingenuity of a Yan* 
kee ipxi could do. As it is, I shall live outdoors 
most oi-, the dtne till Honday BKmung, ai^ Uien 
yo^ shall iicte." ^ ' ^ ^ ^ . 

" "V«ry well/' replied my hostess^ " but I reckon 
fhee woii't^car^' nauch aboui.it after a little.'^ 

I had forgotten to say thatbefoi^ we left Prai- 
jrie Lodge, Mr< F« had purdiased a little roim pony 
formypro^^'esses' over the country, and that she 
was the o^y- living thing here, beside oursqlv^Sy 
iax "^^i^dch we felt any ^ person^ interest. We were 
pot, therefore, altogether so helpless as the greak 
conqueror after his ships were destroyed y for 
pony was still left, whea bur carriage returned ; 
but for aU practical purposes of escape we were 
equally so, since the flight of two persons could 
scarcely have be^n effected in any manner, with 
such' small means of locomplion, i^ot to motion 
tnmks, valises^ et ci&t. It any lady wonders how 
pony finds a place in this arrangemeptfor the night, I 
will tell her. I ^contemplated dispatching a boy to 
town on her to procure the wherewithal for my 
temporary earpentering; and, as I, stepped quickly 
to the door .for this pntpoae, the iaithful oreatuire, 
who was feeding in the yard, o^e up |ind laid 
her head in^my handy-^is if she would- oQer me any 
service in her power. But night was too near at 
hand ; I was obliged to abandon the enterprise 
till Monday morning came. I, however, requested 
(for orderiog was no part of my prerogative there) 
that the .ftour-bartels might be removed, the tin 
I2 
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oven set away^ and the pliqrlioiise and bundles of 
rags carried to the other side of tha room. When 
this was done, I borrowed a broom, and made clean 
work with the dflour, chips, et cet, that covered 
my part of the floor. The tntnks'were then placed, 
«nd so much done toward domiciliating in this un- 
paralleled place. Never did anybody rest mdte^ 
unwillingly than I from these labors. .Btit tea 
came, and the white cloth and shitiing dishes quite 
reconciled me to the delay I was obliged to en- 
dure. Besides, there was a glory^in originating 
and prosecuting such a schenfie, ta reward cme for 
submitting to a little restraint. I. determined to 
keep my own secret ; and the complacency with 
which I sat up in the ^gteat^naked room till a late 
hour, and, Anally, lay down in a -wrapper to rest a 
little before 'mominc^, excited no little wonder in 
the sharer of my vigils: 



CHAPTER Xni. 
The Sabbath, Spent in qtuet wandering through 
the woods and fruit thickets, and readmg on the 
clean turf, and another night like that described, 
brought us to the morning which I had so ardently 
desired. No scrupulous housevrife ever longed 
more earnestly for the absence of the male ps£rt of 
her household while her slaked lime was waiting, 
and her tubs of water ready for the onset, than I, 
till Mr. F., with many adieus and ceremonies, and 
much condolence for my condition, tit last took 
his departure for the day. At the end of the next 
three fninutes my working toilet was finished, and 
my labors commenced. I had bespoken a supply 
of the necessary articles from the cabin, and havmg 
cleared so much of the floor as I intended to occu- 
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py, proceeded to put these cleansmg agents to their 
duty. Their efficiency exceeded my most sanguine 
eiq)ectations. The floor came up from the super- 
^cumbent mass^ with a distinctness which no one 
would have anticipated. Blistered hands and lacer- 
ated fingers were matters of no moment to 6he intent 
upon |t. great puipose like raihe^ I toiled away, 
therefore^ in spite of a variety of these little inci- 
dents, tUl the ^mnner summons came and found me 
still in the high tid^ of succ^sful eSbxt. But the 
room, for it had now become one, had undergone a 
great change. A heavy .partition of quilts doubled 
on each other twice or. thrice, had been run across 
above the hetA of the bed, and the whole space . 
enclosed by them was exclusively mine ! The little 
floor was covered with a piece of carpeting. Tlib 
two chairs were scoured, the window washed, and 
the wooden work of the walls thoroughly cleansed. 
Between the window and door was a [space for a 
mirror, and hero I had set a toilet mad^ of dry- 
good boxes, and covered with brown linen damask. 
The trunks were ^snugly ^stowed under th€f bed, 
and I fancied; as I looked about, that t might safely 
challenge any home of six hours' growdi, for an 
equal air of comfoit and neatness. My door and 
window looked out upon a green lawn, dotted vnth 
the wild cherry tmd other trees« atid still farther, 
upon a rich and distant stretch of prairie and grove. 
Now that I had brought affairs within to so im^ 
proved a condition, I could regard those without 
with more -complacency. TEJven the beauty of the 
distant landscape was. much enhanced by the envi- 
ronmen'ts from which I how beheld it ; and- still 
more, I suspect, by the better state of feeling 
induced in myself by the latter. I piled my books 
— ^the best companions of such a quiet retreat-^ 
upon the toilet, which, by a curious, and I flatter 
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myi^lf ingenioua; arrAngeipeiit of tba boxes, was 
made to answer the purpose*- of toilet-table and 
bureau, and dressing myself hastily^ answered the 
call to dinner. Hy hands smarted and ached with 
the wounds they had received^ and I felt a degree 
of fatigue which made rest welcome, but a more 
delightful feeling of satisfaction is rarely experien- 
ced, than was mine, when contemplating the result 
of my moming^s yfork. - And then thesinticipation 
ef Mr. F.'s surprise wben, he should com^in, and 
find such a snug, neat little home grown up .since . 
morning ! My only sorrow on returning was that 
there remained nothing else to be done. But t 
borrowed a brokeii pitcher, and gathering such 
wild flowers as could be found at that season^ 

S laced it between two piles of books, and then sat 
own to compose my mind, for reading, 
liiad seen nothing pf my neighbor ip the next 
room since the day previous, but how could I for- 
bear Inviting h'et to witness the superiority of 
industry and order over her own miserable house- 
wifery ? She seemed to haVe an idea <^ being 
quite exclusive, so that I thought there could be no 
risk in inviting her to look in upon my new quar- 
ters. . I confidently expecte<i a burst of admiration, 
or at least seme hearty commendation of my in- 
dustry. Judge then of my surprise, when the good 
lady seated herself, andj after looking coolly about 
her, exclaimed, "Wall, I reckon thee thinks it 
looks ^tt^i* than it did. before ! but I shouldn't 
like so small a Toom !" Comment was unneces- 
sary. I did"not;even name the window which 
would stand 6peTi all nighty nor the door which 
might remain ajar likewise, nor, bad as is the foul 
air of a small bedroom, the things which wete even 
worse than that to me, but dismissed the old lady, 
more than ever confirmed in the opinion that she 



was ddsfitaM of evei^thngwliioli could aMrakenin 
tne the least iateredt. 

My young hostess Was iiot equally^stupid : riie 
i^preciated the advaittages-I had gained, and par- 
ticttlarly the stttisiactidn anving ftofti a sense of 
cleanliness in everything .about me— a vensatimi 
unlo^oWn to the other* /She oouM like^se under- 
4Mand soiMtt^itigcif die flings whichhad prompted 
my labors, and participate^ to a certain extent, ii^ 
the joy of SYjUwes?:. ;She loved to have iier own 
little cabin ^eat and orderly ; and so fyx there was 
«b bond 6f synrt>athy h^trween us. Beside, she oould 
estimate the jQy:x>f tbd ^urpHse which I was con* 
dnually hovering over and studying to heighten* 
and, this made ner e6em &r moie human than if 
she had looked uilh indi£feienee^upon it.- 

At last the tiibe -^eame. Just sA this- sun was 
eetthig behind the woods, pony cs^nie ;dashing 
gaily up the hill, and in a moment Utiore the 
*' gude mon " stood m the dioior,^ looking very mnich . 
as if he had entered tfa^^ wrong house. I pass 
over the repetition o^ the detuls which { w;as 
obliged to give, and the lamentations that were 
taken up over my.hands; and sifxmly say,' that we 
found ourselves so happy under the new arrange- 
ment, that ^e more commodious ; apartments of 
Prairie Lodee were pined fe^iesa than we Ifear^d. 
My principd Mgret waa, that^ pony ^bold hot 
walk ih ^nd «hare our comfpit; bat she freque^ly 
came up to the door, and, putting- in her head, 
looked as if she were convinced that it waa all 
right, although the -means of making it so were 
not quite so apparent. I had more diftculty in 
making arrangements for my morning ablutions 
than anything else;\ Towels I could furnish jny* 
self; but the best ewer I" could get waa an old 
pail, and the best baimi^ atin one, holding about 
9 
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two- quarts. xThese would liay-e ansWor^d the 
purpose very well, if I could- have been left in 
undisturbed possessipn o£ them. ' Bqt they were 
8uie to dis^pear at least half a dos^en times 
during the day> and then il^ .was exc^edmglj 
diffici|lt to ' track them. When found^ too, they 
must always be cleansed •; for no<me c6uld tell to 
what uses they had been put during: their o^bsenca 
I had several times, while thus engs^ed, met the , 
patriarch of the esCablishmentp aild thought he 
cast an evil eye on my proceedings. But as I 
knew no reason for his doing so^ I had gone on in 
all the consciousness of Jnnocene^, to assert, prac- 
tically and theoretically^ when occasion required; 
nay right to these articles. Jiid^e, then, df our 
astonishment, when, after b0aring with his disr 
turbed spirit several days, the old gentleman took 
my husband aside, and, after expressing himself 
perfectly satisfied Avith our deportment, et cet., 
added, *^But I can't allow thee, nor thy wife, to 
wash in my house. • I reckon outdoors is good 
enough for anybody; thar's a basin by the well^ 
and plenty of water in it ; and anybody that can't 
wash thar, I expect mought as well go without." 

Ridiculous as this may appear to the reader, 
and does now to me, I scarcely kn^w at the time 
whether to be most amused or indignant. 

"I wiK wash irC his house," I said," so long as 
I 'sleep in it, whether he is accustomed to it or 
not. ,If the o^her ladies' who have boarded here 
were wekkenbugh to > yield to this beobarian 
prejudice, I win pot Of that I can assure the 
venerable 'gentleman, in on6 moment, if he wants 
my decision. Does he think I shall sally forth 
every morning, and stand at the well, waiting my 
turn for that vessel, which lies on the ground all 
diy, and answers every conceivable purpose, from 
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a pigp-trough to a waBhtub^— ^r the^ baby'a linen. 
It iff so completely encrastad widi filth, that you 
miglit safialy defy a legion of chemists to name the 
material of the original fonn. Out upon the old 
savage. I'll maintain my separate establishment 
ki spite of him." . . 

B\A Bfi there were some four "wiDeks yet re- 
mainingy it »waa thought prudent to indulge his 
prejudices so £u: as to appear ivilling to c<miply 
with them. Accordingly, afiter bathing and com- 
pleting my ntortiing toilet, I usually transferred 
my basin from ^bs Mjpodeu chair seat to the sill of 
the door, and made a very circumstantial display 
of a sham washing outside. If the patriarch 
passed anywhere in the vicinity during this time, 
I esteemed it partici]darly fortuiiate, and, if pos^ 
sible, advanced the basin a little further inta the 
outer world. This kanat compliance brought its 
I'eward; for although it did not quite, meet his 
views, he was pleased, to express pe pleasure it 
afforded him ^* to see so much goodwill in ^le 
young woman." Poor Mr. F. was obliged to 
recompense my rebellion, by taking the basin to 
the well, and peifcAining ablutions equally supers 
fluous there among the young genttemenC / 

Bu^ it is time to introduce^ the. reader nlore par- 
ticidarly to die senior personage^/ He was^a dark 
complexioned man, of some fifty -five years, with 
an eye that had nothing peculiar about it when hijs 
face Was in repose, but which had a keen piercing 
look wh^i an3rthing excited him. He bore the 
name ,of an illustrious preacher of the sect to 
which he claimed alliance, and had originated in 
the same nei^borhood ; but the branch of the 
family to which he belonged had left Long Island • 
many years before, for *• Virginny ;" and as their 
fortunes declinedi, had gone farther west, till hfr 
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xiew ocoopied tke outpost in IlUnma. Sb had 
speculated himself iitfo several fiutunes which he 
had lost by the suae means ; l^^aa a shrewd ca}cti>- 
lator <^ his g^ins ; (hut would risk thejmaU ^hen 
a ''rigltf smajtjpac" offered;} and had that pe- 
culiar kind of industry, which> led to continual 
sehemingi but te. little - manual labor. He loyed 
die country and his niode^ hSd), But this feeling^ 
Was subsidiary to ,liiose akdacty nam<ed. If he 
could hare schemed as well in an ed^tem city, he 
would iiave relbhed .Ule there ; aud. only J^und 
bccasioitai ' cause of complaint in. the absence of 
game, which he lov^d to ^hoot.* He would noYet' 
have- hesitated to place his family anywhere. An 
introduction to the Court <^ S]!;: James wodkj have 
flurried hin^. les^ thap^a privi^;^di]lner'par^ does 
many ^>eopl/B^ Himself arrayed in his je&oais suit, 
and long furred hat, and Catharine in .her ancicait 
pongee apd^quaker bonnet," he- would have 
" reckoned *V^^©y were "fixed enough for any- 
body.!' He was tyrannical in his &mily,' imd 
^'•allowed that boys was , made to work," an 
opiaioA in which h» sons^ -4^^ t^oI bo heartily 
concur, as to evince thereby ^e highest degree 
of fili^ i'espect,- . _ 

, The daughter with whom we boarded, and the 
eldest boy, a youth of sixteej:!, were the children of 
a former wifb,^ and, if rumot w^te to be trusted, did 
not find the pateri^l fireside j3o agreeable as the 
darlingis of the second mother. The only dowry 
which this daughter had Received, was the name of 
Sidney ;* though as she sajd " she nevj^p know'd 
that was a man's name till the Yemkees come to 
board thar/' She was a good-natured girl, ivith 
-BO great depth of fbeling or thought, but all that 
she had of both was expended on her coarse, long- 
diaired husband a Hooshier of the broadest stan^. 



Sh0 appeal^ to have had her native huoy^cy 
Buppressed hy soiile uimatuFal proceto ' in early 
life, for her face was always grave, even in her 
hftppiei^ tooment^. Ifshe landed it was a fleet- 
ing laugh; g<»e aa booh £^ it came, and siieceeded 
by a reproving espVession^ as if it were a thing to 
be repented of. :She had ^rown up in- the most 
abject ignorance. ReafEitiff eoiiid- scarcely be in- 
cluded in the .eatsilbgue of her apcomplishmeiits, 
^ and writing'v^^tu^^to her u mysterious as Egyptiaii 
hieroglyphics. The simplest arts of cultivated Hfe 
were uukiiowa. to he^, and she was at the same 
time ignoi?ant of those other braiiches of knowledge 
which may be alntost umyersally found among fe« 
males <^ her- class. Poor Bidney had, therefore, 
few resources widiin herself, and fewer iitilT iii the 
indulgence of the filial and £e«.ternal affections. No 
wonder then ihajt 'what- capacity she had* ^ love 
wa» eoneentrated on her husband. Beside, he 
deserved it*^ , for though someWhat roiigh in the isx- 
terior, his kindness Wvs inexhaustible, and his faiUi 
in ner perfec^on iinpregnal^. They were really 
pleasant models of domestic happiness. He had . 
more physioal industry than his -fether^n-lftw; the 
forests of Indiana had perl^aps cultivated .it ; but 
when the labors of the week w^re closed, and Sid-^ 
ney had prepared an extra nieal after breakfast on 
Simday morning, he would " gear up/' and, seated 
side by side in die iminenjEie Pennsylvania waggon, 
they drove bff ^o ** meetmg,^ or to some friend's to 
spend die day, and returned ^t' night pleased with 
themselves, with eacb other, and with the prospect 
of returning next m<n«ning tf> their labors. . They 
were far happier with these rude, enjoyments, tban^ 
thousands who Hv© in iuxury and ride in splendid 
carriages, with liveried servants. 

M 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



For many comforts in the household affairs of 
the little cabin, we were indebted to -tliose who 
had preceded us. Sidney had taken ^ the title of 
Mrs. the preceding year, and the festivides of the 
occasion had befea superintended by a fiimily of 
" York girls/' as she designated them. ^ During 
their |>rogress she had been initiated into the mys- 
teries of pound-cake, jumbles, and apple-tarts; 
And these now constituted thd principal ddicacies 
with which she tempted our. appetites. It is need- 
less to say that having only an miperfect knowledge 
of the rule by which; ^ey were • compounded,' she 
was not always successfid in her attemptr; and as 
we were Htt|e addicted to- the consumption of the 
articles when she i^as, her Ingenuity was not 
greatly taxed in these matters. Her style of serv- 
ing the cake was quite original. She shaved and 
laid it on the plate as one would old cheese ; ^nd 
her notions of the quantity which should be in- 
dulged in at once, were extremely ntoderate, not 
covering more thantotie of these thin .small slices. 
This should be the rule at many othei* tables than 
that of Sidney. - 

We fared very well for four weeks. My resi- 
dence grew more and more pleasant as the summer 
advanced. The blackbeiry.^and plum ripened all 
around us,- and afforded delicious desserts at break- 
fast, dinner, and tea. J could gather any quantity 
myself, in the grove and thicket below the house, 
and used to spend many hours thus when Mr^ F. 
was in town. The only drawba<Jk to these pleasant 
rambles was the fear of tmakes,' ^nd the danger 
from these was mpre imaginary than real ; for I 
never saw but one or two (and those were harm- 
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less) in all my wanderings about the place. And 
J may as well take this occasiontb say that dangers 
Q^ this kind are very much exaggerated bom in 
books and the ixiinds ef isettlerson the prairies^ I 
resided neai-ly' fiye years iti the country, and speitf 
a large portion of my time abroad on fbot, on 
horseback, and in- waggons; and. was never once 
menaced or frightened by a venomous or danger^ 
ous serpent. That th^re are many there, cannot , 
be disputed ;^ and- so there are in all country re- 
gions which I have- ever yraited: But if ninmolested 
diey are mostly hannlesB; and .when a bite- is re- 
ceived, nifiiture has^ an antid6te immediately at hand. 
You sc€u*cely wsdk'ten yards on the prairies with- 
out passing several tufts of an herb, the- leaf of 
which is said by ^Id settlers to be an ii^lible 
remedy if applied within a short time. The bite 
of the rattlesnake is^theri^ore, little. dreaded among 
those who* . understand thisr- In the rich bottom- 
lands are two or three larger species whose speed 
is equal to that of a horse. They sometimes give 
the mcautious traveler' chase, and a^ dangerous, 
front the heardness- of their embrace^ when they 
overtake him; but there is -little danger in the 
prairies from these tenants. It takes ,time, how- 
ever, to become convinced of this, land I, to ynake as- 
surance doubly sure, made niy sallies under the pro- 
tection ^f a pair of boots,- which, though they im- 
peded my progress and threatened to forsake me 
at every step,. quieted* the little fear I had, and left 
me free to wander and look for' aomethipg beside 
snakes^-^ bateftil search anywhere! On one of 
these^ excursions I was overtaken by a citizeti who 
was riding along the same road. Skirts were not 
so long then as now, and I felt a painful conscious- 
ness of my feet, that drove me to the tall grass to 
await hisdisappearan<;e. /In my haste I nearly lost 



186 un IN ntAisrc lahb; 

(me of tbe boots, and had tO'ttop and replace it 
jusi as he was <^ipoBite jme ) but a beautiful fiower 
that was spriogijig up where I /stood, iffinded a 
grac^ul pretext fbr aux^ng, and so refiered die 
awkwiar^ess of my po^tion^ Wfaem he was ^out 
of sight, I promised never again to wear the boots, 
makes or no ma^es, o^owwhioh I kept rehgioialy 
ever after. - " 

I saw no compaii^ ii^ niy teml'orary . btfme, ex* 
cept- the inmates of Prairie Lodge, who some* 
times rode down and paid us brief visits. The 
reception of s^ranger^ was out of the question in 
my nanrow i^ilptnent. - JBvery night brought a 
report of the progress of the house whose comple* 
tion we were awaiting, and every morning sent 
Iptth most fervent aspiradons Tor the day When 
its walls would be tenai^ktable. Six weeks apent 
in this rdtreat, seeing, scarcely, a face, save those of 
our neighbors in the next room and .cabin, made 
me begin to feel that society would be we^ome. 
Beside books and my. wanderings, the only amuse- 
ment I had, was to make observations on the char^ 
acter and domestic arrangements of the elder lady. 
The fonder wfis soon eiAausted : the latter afforded 
a more ][>rotracted etnployment. There was one 
little mystery that I felt some curiosity to solve, 
and ths^t Was how the house should have had so 
cleanly an aspect on the Saturday when Mr. F. 
first visited it, and .been so incredibly the reverse 
when We arrived^ In due time the solution came. 
The thrifty housewife had a regular rule for clean- 
ing, vriiidh she .consciei]\tiously observed. No ac- 
cident, as of storm outdoors- or, an upsetting within* 
ever induced her to swerve from it. She washed 
her floor every other Saturday, and Mn F. h^d hit 
the happy day. 'MVe were ludfway "between, and 
hence the different complexion. But even these 



^leaimgft were notjeueh «8 te satisfy mar& acaxpw' 
loua kousewivos.. Many an eastern da»e wimld 
not baYe iiesitat^ to denounce them as laere pre^ 
tenpe ; and they always seemed to me to be inade 
mcNne. fix»p the force of, habit t^an from any sense 
9f dsi^y jo^ increased VxWort.. They senred^ howi* 
esf&K, to m$ike sitting cU^wn in her room Idea dan^ 
gercwa f&t adi^ or two, and 90 were very accept*^ 
a-ble.' : \ . / :*' 

.1 had b^n fbr^sereral day* ^dreading ap in^idta- 
tion to herttabk, and could' only pray |;hat, if it 
must coQie» it might, be cm the afMnpon of the 
clean Saturday «^ But no such foituaie awaited me. 
It. came in |be middle pf the- last week, when the 
^isagreeabl^l^ess had nearly reached . its climax. 
WlMit could be doni^J Excj^ or eyieisipn was 
impoB^le theIe^ undfr -s^eh . conyeniettt^ ebcerva^ 
tion. If, one could , haye Tbecome suddenly indis- 
posed ; but that was an alternative to which I had 
neither the< patience nor artifice to resort. I had 
. no confidential friend to send fqr tne, saying that 
my presence was ivdispensable; and- af^er exam- 
lamg eYedty loq^ole of escapei I gave up in de- 
spair. Here; was another act of Bemi-martyrdom 
fwxrot^e hours in dura^on, and infinitely worse 
than any I had su£Sared at Prairie Lodge. Deter^ 
miued^ how^rer, to endure as little as possible, I 
stepped into the caban and petitioned Si — ^ to 
^are it. . ^e readily consented, and deemed dis- 
posed to make quite a^|:mal thing o£ it, by putting 
on her. Sfimday gown. *. At half-past x>iie, die latest 
Hi^nent she dediared that .we could wait, we.pt«^ 
sented oursehres in the good womcm's room. The 
resignation of a lapib gptng to, the slaughter waa 
nothing- compared to that - into which I com^ 
polled myself, as we. took our seats. If tl^ dirty 
eaaket beifore us had; been enriched with a single 
m2 
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gem of thought or feeling ab6ve what its exterior 
appearance indicated, one might hate forgotten its 
uncpmeliness in their light But the disagreeable- 
ness had no such^qualification. ^ Te sit' a half day. 
with her, was to sit with the mere physical mate- 
rial of a woman, put together in a somewhat 
exceptionable style, and s^y soiled. The after- 
noon wore away in discussions of the fruit harvest; 
in some uninteresting reminiscences of life inC^io ; 
and a detailed account of the^ babyhood of her 
promising daughters. Meandtn^ the young Jadi^ 
were demonstrating their emancipation from this 

Seriod, by tumbling iibout in the grass before the 
oor, and imitating the cry of turkeys, grouse, 
owls, et cet. They had the most incorrigiU^ love 
of locomotion ^.upon alf/bursf[* VTherever business 
or pleasure summoned them, unless^ great haste 
were requisite, they journeyed in this unique style. 
One could not avoid being reminded of. a species 
of animal to which they seem^ allied by other 
similarities as striking as. this. ^ 

When tea-time approached, the dodger was 
mixed and placed at the fire, the ^'salt-risin" loaf 
that had stood in^e comer all the a^rnoon^ was 
examitted (with han^s that had not been cleaned 
since we entered) r and put to baking ; and in due 
time the india-rubber table-cover was garnished 
vnth a^ variety of dishes, empty and filled, and we 
were invited to take onr places. Then came the^ 
time that, tried my stomach. There was nothing 
on the table that was not of home" manu&cture ; 
not even that last refiige of die distressed, a ''.-store 
cracker.'' The milk had passed throu^ fiundry 
pails, strainers, and pans,, so • l^at it stood little 
chanceof being piv*er than the bread; the butter 
was not to b^ thou ^* of by one who, ^ ad seen the 
cjlium, and the han. ^ which its contents were 
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telnoved; the pireaerves were, if possible, mor^ 
im'prsctieable than anything «Ise ; the fried bacon 
was too loathsome in itself; and the ohicken radi- 
ated ^in feathers fit)m ^very part of its sur^use ; 
beside having gone through with all the stages of 
prepitfation^ in our presence. Graham himself 
" neyer took a .more tempeoi^te meal in point of quan- 
tity thiui £ to -tha.t memcM-al:^' afternoon. I had 
madjer'itp my mind to devote myself exclusively to 
a piece of bread. I attempted ^e crust, but there 
wsls the table-cover on which it had bcien kneaded 
staring me in the faee^: -th^ the inside; but diia 
was soft, and it was* impossible to swallow it with- 
out' remembering the handa that had been thrust 
through and thnoilgh it. The hostess pressed, me 
in the kindest manner to eat. Dish after dish* was 
offered and rejected, till, at last, when my stomach, 
was on the eve of uttering a protest' tl^t could not 
be mistaken, I wididrew, and retreated as hastily 
as decency would petmit to my own room. Scarcely 
was my equanimity restored,' when a considerable 
bu^le arose in the t^artment I had just left ; and 
-presendy one of the girls came in to say that the 
baby b&d a fit. I stepped in, and found the ichild 
lying in a stupor upon its mother's lap. She was 
chafing- 4iis feet; hands, and temples alternately, 
and appeared inore like' cm animatp- being than I 
had ever seen her. lb a short time the boy 
revived, and his -mother -then infcnmed me that he 
wad ** often took that way, but he soon got shet of 
it'^ -The table was still standing, and she ordered 
the elder girl, who was in her ftivorite attitude be* 
fore the doo|*$ to stop '^cutting- up," and come in 
and clear it away.' " Andcgit the basin," added 
the &6tTdioUs woman, ** Mid Wash the dishes off: 
^hee can do it as well as I, if thee's a mind to*" 
. I sat a few moments, till the poor baby seemed 
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Hmtt recovered, and then rote to reftim^ to my 
own room. One might suppose, after what I had 
seen, that no evidences of uncleaidiness could sur^ 
prise me, yet when I cast my eye at the tahle in. 
passing it, and saw the cups from which we had 
Just drank piled into the basin tiiat had been com* 
mended to my husband for-6dr morning ablodons, 
I was obKged to confess a new cause of wonder*^ 
The sight drove my digestive apparatus to open 
rebellion. I fled* ae from an "emboaied pest^ence r 
and the whole afifkir was soon' settled, by my re- 
signing all claim to the few morsels t)f bread I had 
swallowed, and promising never to abuse myself 
thus again. But X little knew what fat^ had in 
reserve for us. The week before we left, some* 
near relative of ou^r young landlord was taken ill, 
and his wife was obliged to leave us to the tender 
mercies of ma chhre tki^^. It would hacve been 
seven days of a ikst unbi'pken, at least at her ttible, 
if we could not have been supplied with boiled 
eggs, plumsy^and blackberries^: The former could 
not be ccmtaminated, and the latter we could gather 
for ourselves; So that afiairs were still suflferable, 
and the more so that relief^was in speedy pros- 
pect. Indeed, those days ihight have been quite 
agreeable, but for the necessity of appearing at 
table. One could not take a ineal in a private- 
room without giving offence, and Htx^ producing' 
a state of things^at would^by no means^ enhance' 
our comfort. . 

I had nearly forgotten to mention one ^itery novel 
feature of our entertainment in this place. Our 
'' old man," as ho was familiarly designated by his 
sons, had been, aiid in truth still Was, so gi^t a 
lover of sport, that he had at one time kept a large 
band of dogs for the indulgence of this taste. They^ 
were now dwindled to four sturdy fellows, who 
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teemed, Kfee the few retaineis of dotne d^aysd 
ktiight, to moQin Uie^dajrs that were ^ne. Their 
leader was a noble qld brown dog, who bore the 
name of Lion p I btefixed Coeur, and made him a 
hero. He was a mmous fellow, of lordly presence 
and magnaiiimoHfl spirit. His supremacy orer 
l^is brethren was neter dl»pated< Jn all quairels 
he was the finai tmapire. £n all expeditions he 
was the commander/ In all difficulties with foreign 
powers^ he was the dipletmatist, and his terms^were 
never dissented fi:t»m by thedemo^acy. - But not- 
withstanding thk confessed greatness, Cioeur de 
Lion wore a sorrowfel' expression, and, except in 
perip<},s^of c^ccitement, w'alki^ humbly about as if 
eoiitoiotfs that the sun of his gkn^y, bad set. He 
looked an Otli^o, hia *'oecupa^n goi^." He 
wa§ the patriarclp of a raee whos^^ pow^ . Was 
diminishing, whose greatness was decaying before 
his ey'es; and how could he^ b^ other^than melan- 
choly 4'. There wenS: seasons ^however when he 
seemed to enjoy partial relief from this oppression. 
Moonlight nights were, thechi&sen of these. The 
silence, the cessation of man^from those plebeian 
labors which no^AWfelKbred dog' can-share, the par- 
tial light, friendly to^ illusions elsewhere, as well 
as in the mind of.CoBur de Lion, all favored the 
. revival of olden memories and^ the imaginary par- 
ticipation in scenes of bygdne power and useful- 
ness. On th^e occasious he was wont to stalk 
about inr a- contemplative oMod, not suffering his 
'fenol^erB to be heard, and scarcely, to be seen, till 
night had fairly set in and the moon rode high, the 
undisputed source of 4i^t* . , . 

His friends were then (Summoned ; and after 
consultation, one or two, ai the case might de- 
mand, were dispatched to the woods, and the 
« noble lea^F with'the r«mainiDg feroe took up hia 
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station near the housie. In a few minulM the 
scouts commenced their reports, ^nd the replies 
and instructions began to be sent ferth £roin head- 
quarters. This always continued, each waxing 
warmer as their duties seemed to grow more real, 
till the din brought the " cAd man" suddenly to \d^ 
feet, and the ignominious V git out !" repeated two 
or three times with incretoing en^phasis, and a 
most irreligious expletive at^theeiid, silenced the 
home department. Q^ such occasions, Cosur, de 
Lion's ears and tail dropped suddenly ; and look- 
ing at his compimy with a moumfel resignation, he 
led them away, the picture of aljeet and hopeless 
shame* It was doubtless moi^fying to him beyond 
measure ; but obedience was Jdne of his many exr 
alted virtues, v He could • not have been guilty of 
its opposite to save the whole cipiine race. Coeur 
de Lion was no noisy radical. He pi'eferred dia- 
^aoe and suffering under the exbting order, to 
reform in defiance (S* it. » But there was a difficulty 
ia enforcing this ligid discipline, of which he was 
not the master when his forqes. were divided. He 
. could compel the party under his immediate com- 
mand, to silence ; but the scouts were not sa easily 
reduced. Distance was fevorable to th^ maintch 
nance of the authority which had been delegated 
to them ; beside which it was .impossible, without 
a personal interview, to -inform them that no more 
reports could be responded t6 that night. This 
could not be hful without leaving the post whi<ji 
he had pledged himself to maint^n, and -thus poor 
Coeur de LiQn,plaGed between an imperative order 
on one hand, and the calls for his opinion to be 
audibly expressed growing^' every moment louder, 
and more pressing on jthe other, was fn a mpst pit- 
iable state of peoplexity. . He ran from one side 
of the house to Uie other; he snuffed die wind> 
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and jBcented the grass, and at every renewed call 
from the woods seemed on the point of ^bursting 
forth again into oral communication with the dis- 
tant party. At last he grew desperate ; and, hope- 
less of restoring order while he was dumb, sent 
forth a sharp and brief command to '' come in.'' 
This^ a^nished the c^er division, and always led 
to some inquiry into the cause of the order. Dis- 
ciplinarian as he wals, it was impossible for him to 
produce perfect; obedience without a word of ex- 
planation ; and while he was giving this, footsteps 
were .i^ain heard, the door opened, and another 
shameful " git out [" issued, followed by the irrepa- 
rable ignominy- of ^ broomstick, an old hat, or a 
billet of wood, to enforce it. And then poor CoBur 
de Lion»^ broken in spirit, sorrowful, disgraced in 
his own eyes and those of his followers, slunk away 
by long, slow steps aix>und ^he comer of the house, 
and was^ Qd more seen or heard till the following 
morning. His" friends, left to the discouragement 
of reporting to a silent camp, usually came in about 
half an hour after ; and having learned the true 
cause of the. appafeut neglect ^th which they had 
been tre|il0d) receiv^ apologies, and all retired to 
rest. ' . ' . 

Such s<:enes diversified the early hours of nearly 
every moonlight nijght. - When they were con- 
ducted with flpirit, and one was not too far pledged 
to Morpheus, they became a source of much mer- 
nnient. '- ' ' --^ 



CHAPTBII XV. 

Oua house progressed more moderately than we 
expected ; but at last, to my.great joy, it was within 
th^ days of completion. I was anUcipating the 



ptekaiure c£ hsring a whole room, and tlicr innu^ 
nier&ble little appurtenances of comfort " hereunto ' 
belonging," when one day Mr. F. returned from 
his c^ce rauoh earlief than usual, and informed . 
me that our apartment \y^a8 already occupied by 
others, and that he had t^ken/ a tenement, and 
determined, with my xsonrcurrence, to commence 
housekeeping; Here was a most unexpected state 
of things 1 I was «s ignorant, of the great art of 
housekeeping as ^ I had been a child instead of a 
woman. But tbut vwhicb 60 disqiialified me for 
undertaking it, made' me ail the more ready to 
bg^n; so &at fifteen minates' pondering oveir the 
proposition made it seem even pleasanter than our 
original plan. I. was ready to go ^e next day, or 
evwi that, if it were practicable. • ** !B.ut the house 
*— what kind of one was it^ how large, how many 
rooms? which way 4iid it frcmti was it painted, 
finished, had it a garden, et cet.f All these' 
questions were loiswered in a breath. It was a 
small hoi^se witli two roomi, fronted south, stood 
back from the street, ieairii|g a iSne yard, which, 
however, was not yet fenced, and there was any ex- 
tent of land back^ for a garden. * TheiiPont room was 
not finished, but would be in* two days,, and the 
bouse cleaned; ready formoviiig. Two days were 
left ,for prepar&tion,.imd thou^ I had nothing to 
prepare, I was exceedingly busy. Meantime, on 
Mr, F.'s return each day, I could not but fancy 
that he had very much the- air of a man who had 
been engaged in some severe labor,, but I ques- 
tioned him in vain to find out what it ivas. I was 
quite tot* inexperienced myself to come to the 
correct conclusion : the shrewdest gueSs I could 
make being that he was buying furniture, . &;e. 
to save me the trouble after my arrival. On, the 
morning of the third day, the house waa. reported 
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t9 be ready, and haTing packed tnj parthion> 
taken up my carpet, and tmdressed my toilet., I 
stepped baU) the waggon, and in twenty minutes 
m^e my entrance into the town of ■ ■■ , and my 
debut. as hou0ekeeper« 

I muet gire my own description of this theatre 
of my future exploits ; for the one given by Mr. F. 
is too ineagre to do justice to the place. We 
ali^it at the back door of a building, so small that 
I &aicy it is one of our outbuildings, till the sight 
of some chairs, turned helter-skelter oVer each 
other, and a Franklin sto:(re standing wjthin> con- 
vinces me. that this is the veritable house. It wa# 
repeated to be sma^^ uid I do not find the report 
exag^(erated. The door by which we enter is so 
. disproportioned to the house, that one thinks it^ 
was designed to allow the hou^ itself to walk out. 
It is madejof heavy rough odk boards, and parts / 
in the middle, as if it opened intp a oarriaffe-house. 
It jis altogether one of the most exti^rainary of 
dooTV ; but this is explained by reference to the 
fact, that the building has once been u$ed for a 
grocery storev The adjacent, lot, 6p the right as 
we enter, is occupied by a gaping cellar, all un- ' 
covered^ and afibrdincv therefore, readier ingress 
than egress to sundry ^small pigs, chickens, et cet, 
who perambulate, the vicinity. Its walls, however, 
are so weather-washed, that one of them offets a 
practicable way of escape when the wits of the 
small prisoners are sufficiently collected to try it. 
Beyond; on the same side, the near view is. diver- 
sified by the rears of several wooden stooges of* 
di^rent lengths* the ground -about each being' 
picturesquely ornamented with broken crockery,' 
soiled, sheets of wrapping paper, rified boxes^ 
and ^ crates. On the left:, is a row of three 
buildings, which were afterwards called "Globfej 
10 N 
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Bow," from the fact that the V Globe Hotel" was 
opened in the. one farthest from us., They contain 
a room each and an attic. The xi^iddle one » 
occupied by our nearest neighbors, the family of a 
worthy mechanic recently from Philadelphia. . The 
old lady's first call was made in about half an hour 
after our arriral^ and accon^panied by t^e tender 
of. a barrel of rain-water, a kindness which those 
o^ly can appreciate who baye undertaken to qlean 
such a house with lim^-water, and tHat to be 
brought ^a distance of some > dozen rods. ^Now 
that I am speaking of water, 2 may as well add, 
that there was no well belonging to our house, and 
the nearest one was at the distance just named. 

Thus much for thie view from the back 4}oor. I 
should add, that all these buildings were unen- 
closed, and thus presented temptations which 
wrought lamentable corruption, in the mcnrals oi 
the swine. Young pigs we^ thus tempted, nay, 
heartlessly allured -mtQ all manner of offences 
which* grow out of too close an-investigation of 
pails, kettles, boxes, mops, broonis, and other 
articles s that usually consort at the back4oors of 
dwellings which have neit^ex closet, cellar, cham- 
ber, nor entry. 

, But I must leave moralising, and fijiish my 
picture. We shall have to pass thttou'^li the house 
to get a front view, and on our way may as well 
take a cursory glance at its finish, prc^)ortion, and 
contents. The entire tenement is sixteen feet by 
twenty. It has a door and window in each end, 
and a partition of very thin boards dividing it into 
two rooms. One of these is nine Ifeet deep, the 
qther eleven. The preponderance in size has 
l^een given to the rear apaitment, which is finished 
inside withJ>oards of the same descriptioQ as those 
outside, and put on in the same manner j except 
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that, instead of lapping, they do not quite meet| 
and therefore hold dut the moBTitdyunited inyita- 
tioBB to winds and vermin, to enter and examine 
^ premises. Nearly opposite the doorway, foi 
as yet there is no door, ^^ch leads to the other 
room, stands a Fra^lin stove, making every 
posnble effort to look^social, as if it had been an 
old* acquaintance in some of the pleasant sitting* 
roonis of the east. But it appears to great disad- 
vantage, being besmeared wiUr a mixture of paste 
and tar, with which Mr* F. has been trying to 
&sten strcHig brown paper over the cracks in the 
ceiling?. Half a dozen green<LWooden chairs stand 
aboiil^ tiding to give a home look to the room. 
But -some appear to have become disgusted with 
the effort, and ' turned themselves on their heads, 
in the laps of their nei^bors. 
• We pass through into^the next room. This is 
got up in> very creditable s^le. The proportions, 
to be sute, are not just what one may call elegant, 
being sixteen feet one way a^ nine the other. 
But -the walls are plastered, and there is a very 
large front door; with a very; small window beside 
^ and a nairow side door, which affords an ad- 
vantageous view of the cellar-^oresaid,'and the 
dead wall oi a brown framed store, ^olkt thirty 
feet ip length, beyond it. But the grand prospect 
is froni , the front: l^Lere is the little niche lefk 
between the grocery next door, and Globe Row, 
which wHl be a. front yard when there is a fence 
thrown across it.- At present it is a Very interest- 
ing area of black soil, on which the vegetation has 
been so often distui'bed by ploughing matches be- 
tween gentlemen who combine in themselves all 
the ftdvaatages of team, plough, and driver, that 
there is not a blade on its sumce. Beyond lies 
the pride of^ the town-^the Public S^uare-^an 
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open ^ace of ten acres, which has had treed 
enough lithographed for it to coyer it three times 
with a dense forest, bii,t which^ yet retrains an . 
obstinate and ungrateful piece ofiprairte. tur£ 
Still beyond this, is a hollow, or slough, whidi 
trarerses the centre of the town from/ east to west) 
sjftd divides it into* " Trade . end,'* and ^' Court 
^nd.'* The latter is on th^ opposite side, tokl) 
exclusive of a few straggling houses, ^contains a 
large two-storj framed building, without ^a chim^ 
ney, painted -white, and denominated the Court 
House. Here the minister^ of justice assemble 
twice a year, to terrify,- honest and peaceable 
citizens, and annoy 1*ogues who are less adroit 
than their compeers.' That other appendage <^ 
civilization — the jail— ^is in another, paft oi the 
county. The last man who -was in it, after stay« 
ing some'^r Weeks, begged the jailer to excuse 
him from keeping the key any longer tot bim^ and 
assured him that he slK>uld tak^ pleasure in trans- 
acting ^my litde business he might have in thejpart 
of the state to which he was bound ! ^ 

But this by the way. The few remaining en^ 
deuces of public euterprisls will hardly beir notice 
here; so we will omit fuillier description, and 
return to our house, whidi 19. at the oppoaite 
extremity of the town. Upon a more deHber 
ate examination, I find it has neither '<^llar noi 
chamber. The entire establishment, inclndii^ 
the privilege of bringing water ifrom a distant 
neighbor and •cultivating any degree^ of intknaoy 
which fehcy might dictate with the t»whie of the 
town, most of wliom were distinguished for their 
pedesdian powers, consists of these sixteen fi^t 
by twenty, mdosed within the four walls already 
described. Mr. F. had, it ia true, endeavered 
to avail himself of- a trapdoor in the back room 



LirK IV P&AIEIS IaAHD. 149 

by making an excaTatkm beBoadi it vuffieieiit to 
contain a firkin <^ buttor dr a small baekeC of vege* 
tables. But this did not promise to be emnientlj 
«ernceabley inasmaeh as one foot of the Franklin 
stood opon the corner of the door, so that the lat* 
tmr could nerer be opened without first swinging 
the former round ; a process niot easy of acccmi* 
^Irimient^oknd. attended with imminent risk to the 
pipe. The floora^ were thoroughly wet, and exhib* 
ited every evidence df having been recently visited 
widi other implements of cleaning than those usu- 
ally empto^fed by females. But thiey were still ^ 
firaon clean ; and we addresiM ourselves therefcH*e» 
broom and doth in hand,, to bring afiairs to a more 
whol^ome state. If any deMcate lady asks how 
I could have imdertaken the scrubbing myself I 
reply, thitf if I had not, no one Would. No consid* 
eration could hswe procu]:ed the assistance of a 
stout Irish OTvcolored woman, because ndue such 
were there/ I might have sat myself down, folded 
my hands, and wept over the disorder; but that 
would never havebrou^it order out of iL A much 
pleaisanter and more ^efficient method was the one 
I adopted. . ^t' cleaned and curtained my windows, 
bl*ought my stove out from -the rubbish which cov^ 
ered it, mad^ my chairs .^t for use, and restored 
the floors to a comfoitahle degree of cleanliness 
before c^nset. . Our first meal under my auspices, 
consisted of crackers, cheese, and cold water^fierved 
on tfa^ Kd of my bui^c^u toilet. Our first night's 
rest, and welcome rest it was too, was taken on a 
straw bed laid in the six green chairs. 

The next day advanced my housekeeping, op^^ 
ations /very much. My closet, consisting of lour 
short pine shelves, was btiik in a corner of the 
back room and filled with dishes. My hollow 
ware was purchased and put in order. My floara 
n8 
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wete visited with another deluge of hot water and 
fioap. Still the bedstead and table came not/ and 
housekeeping waa necessarily imperfect, to a cer*. 
tain extent, without them. Making purchases is 
not the same thing at the west aa here. One "does 
not go out to select sofas, chairs, bureaus,^ toilet 
standb, mirrors, cai*pet8, tables, ^t t;et., biit to take 
such as can be found, and cotinder it'lucky tofiiid 
one article or set of tlae kind required. The ques« 
tion, too, is not how much you shall buy, but how 
Uttle. Because, where shall you put it when it 
comes to you 1 ' This requires calmer judgment 
than any other part of the busings. In my little 
box I could not have entertained twelve persons 
in any ^manner, unless they had been so good-na- 
tured that part of them would hav^ remained with- 
out half the time. Yet I must purchase a dinner 
and tea: set for twelve, to cumber |he frail Selves 
of my small closet. Dining, breakfast, and tea 
plates, at least half of which had not the remotest 
prospect of coming into use, were therefore stored 
away » to the imminent risk, of the whole. 

These injudicious > purchases gave me vmeh 
trouble. ' My shelves were'^ the favorite redort of 
whole troops of mice, to whose obtuse senses the 
volume of experience was a sealed book. For 
though they explored every aperture and crevice 
daily^ and- fi>Uhd n6t the slightest morsel to gratify 
the appetite wlthfil,. they returned each 'day a^ 
eag^r and expectant as before. Nothing but per* 
sonal inspection satisfied them, and nearly as often 
as this was* repetited, L had: to' follow it with the 
application -of water and soap. Befoi^e a month 
was over, 1 wished my unlucky dishes fairiy^ back 
in the shopkeeper^B hands. 

In due time the bedstead and table arrived. A 
earpet was found large enough fcn^the front roooa^ 
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md a ^iece to make the back one Ipok. comfortar ' 
ble; some parlor ebairs, a mirror, and bureau 
were obtained. My toilet was re-dressed, a door 
was made for the spdce between the rooms which 
had hitherto been curtained ; and > thus the whole 
d&ir became in time quite respectable. Our family 
consisted of Mr. F., myself, pony, and another 
member who ou^bt to have been^^introdueed to the 
reader before. This member bore the cognomen 
of Susannah, a ntune which was bestowed in con- 
sideration ofher circumspect and exemplary cha- 
racter. Sudanpah belonged to the Swine family ; 
but it seemed a m^aneholy perversenesff in nature 
to have placed her there. > She was a pattern of 
all the virtues that ever4weh in her race. Comely 
in person, grave and- dignified in. manner^ ahe 
carried th her whole deportment that air of h|mible 
sierit that quite won thehaarts.of behdlders. Su^ 
sannah made but little acquaintance with the town 
swine. T^ir corrupt morals and lawless habits 
seemed to disrust her. Sh^ never joined their forr 
a^ng expediCK)ns, ttever put, her nose into a pail, 
nor locked rn at a door as if she thought she. had 
a right te enter. She alwi^ys advised against tha 
■ealmg of garden fences «nd the stealthy visiting of 
negle^^d cohi-fields. Susannah was therefore not 
so popular among pig8\a8 muty who were less 
worthy. She was vc^ad an aristocrat, a Tory^^a 
pig" of no spirit-<-a pig whose example, if followed, 
would redi^ce the intelligent,, enterprising, and 
highly-fevored pig democracy of the town tq a spirit- 
lefl« set of m^mrservers ; % set who would eat when 
food was nven them, and mind their own businesa 
at other tmies. What could be more disgraceful or 
dastardly 1 Whence then wo^ld come that lai^e 
Hberty which pigs of talent,^couifaga, and enterprise 
lud wrought tor themselves^ in spite of dogs, fences^ 
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broGiiudcks, and hot water— -tbdae Humous agents 
of wioQg and oppression, against which their mi* 
castors and themselves had so long and fearlessly 
protested? Sach addressas, coming from the in- 
fluential leaders among the pigoeracy, ^quently 
led to Susannah's euulsion by Violenoe £rom their 
circles. Cries , of ^' down^ with the ^vocate''of or- ^ 
der V *^ put her out!^' *' long live the enterprisiii^ 
deuKKTacy r* were heard, and ppor .Snsannah nm 
forth sorrowful and alone, a peisecuted victim of 
principle. Being of the f^ninine gender, she had 
no opportunity to make head against these enemies* 
She knew they were demagogues, but what then ] 
The very prindpleSi &r whu^h shesufiisred forbade 
her overstepping the bounds-of -order and tddng 
the field against them. So she grew up from early 
pighood to maturity, .preservings her integii^ in 
the heart of a corrupt conununity, a flower wasted, 
a model lost. Bat^xemplary as she^ was^ Susan- 
nah had some enemies among ^e biped- cititens ; 
some, I suspect, who bore in mind that very h^osely 
adage, in whieh it is alleged-that sikiioe ^oilitates 
the process of defflutitioB.; and 'at last she met her 
death at the hand of one x>f these illiberalB. -She 
was found one morning to have been assassinated 
in the vicinity of the sheriff's office, the place hav- 
ing been chosen, doubtless, to giv^jtlegfd oc^oiing 
to the s^t. She was lamentCMd as her wo^ de- 
served among those who knew her,, and her de- 
scendants are to this \day the most respectable 
pigs in the town. This passing tribute was due 
nrom one who knew her many virtues. The tno- 
raU. of the piotui^e may often apply Ip a higher 
race. 

Pony was quite a different personage from this. 
She was neat and compact in person, >with a 
freckled complexion, that looked as if she had been 
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i&d 



.thotooghly wetted and l^n covered with unbolted 
whedt meal. She was mirthful, afifectionate, and 
witbid not a little eccentric* ;JEIer favorite place 
of feeding waa on the TO^ria« in the rear of the 
h(M»e. There- 1^ sta&ed very demurely about, 
cropping theiicli gtasa till she was filled, and ^en, 
all on It Budden^ ^e raised her head, siiufied'the 
air, pricked jip ber ears, an^stood an instant, as 
if liittensog ,tar some mysterious comnlunication, 
when she started at the ,top of her speed for the 
house. On sfaeH^ame^^ike the wind, looking as if 
she had something very w0nderfid tp tell; but 
when I naet her at the doOT and inquired what it 
was, she- lang^ied in my iHce land said ''^altT* 
When' she had eaten a^'^ukntity from my hand, she 
would lay her head agaudst my shoiilder, and appl- 
ogizB in the playfi^est maimer for the artifice.* 
Pony, e& might^ have been 6);peeted,'W»| ^ great 
fisttorite among ladies, apd gentlemen who were 
fend of equestrian exercises.. Jler docility of dis- 
potitipii and rocking-chair gait, made her very 
popumr< I could throw my rein over the horn of 
the saddle, take a bpc^ wh^ I did liot care to look 
about, .and biad >io companion to enteitain xae, and 
gallop up to Prairie Lodge any^ morning and back 
at evenings soever uttering a Word, except in a 
pleasant colloqiiud way,^the whole distance. If I 
drc^ed my book, dieKH>vei^ed afiower or other 
natural object which I desired to inspect more 
closely than -was practicablo from her back, t in- 
formed her of it, sprang fix)m' the saddle, and lefi: 
her to feed tUl I was ready to remount. This 
was not so .difficult a -process ^as one might supr 
po*e it would be on the open pUia. The distance 
frcwn the gi'ound to her back was very trifling ; and 
I think she would have looked with contempt on 
any lady who could nothave accomplished it, with* 
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out aid, at a single spring. If you failed, however, 
. her contempt never overcame her patience; she 
merely looked around, as if she thought the &ilu^ 
ought to hav^ excited yojcir own indignation, and 
. putting her-head to the grass, left you to repeat it 
at your leiswre. When all was^ re^j^ away she 
galloped agittin, looking ahout as if dhe enjoyed the. 
prospect as much as yourself, tkkd wouM like,* if 
lE^h&had tiihe, to point but some features ^of the 
scene which mi^ht escape your notice. . . 

W6 loved pony, and so would any one who had 
known her as we did.. 3he had but a single wet- 
ness, and that was one which she r shared with 
many of our 'owri species. It was a ^read of 
showers, more particularly those which were ac- 
companied by el^ictrical phenomena. On these 
' occasions she would tun to the house at filU speedy/ 
and standing close under its lee, if it happened to 
be on the windowed side,? Ibok m so entreatingly, 
that I was almost moved to. ppeti the door and in- 
vite her in, or go out and'shsire iier trouble. There 
she>rould stand, cowering an4;shaking before the 
wind and the ihunder-peals -till it wa^ all = dyer, 
and then tr6t away to crc^ the moistened grass. 
The words of an old lady who had ei^oyed some 
opportunity of becoming acquainted vmk her mer- 
its, are the briefest and most appropriate eulogy 
that can be uttered to her memory. ♦* Shetpoaan 
ornament t& her spee9hy.^\ 



CHAPTER XYI. 

But it is time I' left my doitiestic circle, and in« 
troduced td the reader some of oiir neighbors and 
fellow citizens, and their doings. Our town had 
been settled two years before, by a colony com- 
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pdunded of New-YorkerSj BostomlBins, Providence 
p>Bople, ai^d a few random Yankees and adventu- 
rers, that were said hj an ancient Sucker lady in 

t the neighborhood to have been " hove in to fill 
up."^ They had organized in the east and come 
to the west at random,, knowing that there was 
plenty of territory there whereof to manufadture 
rarms', cities; et cet. The honor of being the shire^ 
town of this large and wealthy county was then 
vibrating between two villages, both of which were 
settled mostly by western people. The Yimkee 
colony came, took this tract of iinbroken prairie, 
laid out a square mile into lots (the wealthiest men 
holding the contiguous ^utns under promise not to 

" refuse room xor case the town should outgrow its 
original boundaries) ; and by the'a^d of a little cap- 
ital, ^some notes . of hand, more brains, and still 
more cunning, bore off the -^prize for which the 
open-mbUthed Kefntuckians, T.ennesseeans, and 
Buckeyes were disputing/ What' equivalent was 
offered the Commissioners, who were appointed to 
select the most eligible spot, for theiiT choice of 
this, was tiever knowttto the public ; but it has since 
appeared that they Ivere pretty ^'shrewlly done^ to 
a considerable amount in promises, me payment 
of which was afterward- reftised on the plea of 
want of consideration ! One may guess, therefore, 
that ;we have a" ipretty sharp population,^ and he 
will not very widely err. It is Jbut rendering 
honor where it is du6, however, to say that most 
of thi^ kind of public spirit dwells in a few of the 
original company. The majority are thriving, in- 
dustrious mechasfiics, farmers, and tradesmen, who, 
possibly, contributed their quota fbr sucli purposes 
when called upoit, but otherwise pursued their 
occupation peaceably — content with their daily 
gains and the prospect of a rise in the price of 
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prc^erty. The latter formed by fer the larger 
Item in their expectatiooa of becoming capitalbts. 
The most matter-of-fact citizen who had paid six 
hundred dollarft for a qhoicje lot; at the salea, coul4 
not but see his money doubled, interest included^ 
within the first two years. Nearly every citizen 
owned One,, two, or three such lots,, besides forms 
of immense vaiu0- in the yicinity, so. that we hud 
also a wealthy popul^on, ; 

In politics the balance was, pretty, nearly equal 
in point of numbers between the two^preat parties. 
The four leading, spirits; those on whom the re- 
sponsibility of public efforts rested, were equally 
divided. But like true men and patriots, they su^ 
fered. no party^questipns to divide or weaken their 
efforts in the com^ion cause of personal aggran- 
dizement. In truth, political considerations among 
them were rarely suffered to outrun communitv of 
interest Not that men were less rank politiciaiis 
there than elsewhere, but ■. causes that affected the 
price of town lots were superioi>to all other considr 
orations ; and as thi^ was the great point on which 
golden expectation turned, noSung was ' allo>ved .to 
interfere with itr Our religious zeal wa« much 
more heated and less suppressed. Se^tariai^ piety 
ran high among^ the professing heads o£ the C9m- 
munity; and, as peoj^e ivho buy town prQperty, et 
cet, for the most part care little whether a man has 
any religion, and still less what particular sect he 
adopts (his choice in these matters not sheeting his 
vo^), we were less restrained in the expression ojl 
these f^)inions than of those which bore on the 
more embarrassing question of politicsr Orthodox 
uxhdheterodoxy therefore, were terms iii frequent 
uset among us. The precise meaning attached to 
each was known only to the initiated (if indeed to 
them) J but this very indefiniteness was one of their 
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greatest (^ai?ms. Ncrtihing more restrains vitupe- 
ration and combat tban ai^ exact use of words. A 
term which has great latitude of meaning is much 
more ea^ly huiied at an antagonist, than if it were 
precisely defined and did not touch his case. As 
m metaphysics, imaginatioa is made to cover every 
phenomenon /for which no other cause can be as^ 
signed ; so in our- discui^ons of character and 
morals, orthodoxy and heterodoxy were made the 
souree(| of all Bin^ or the parents ^of all virti;Le. Un- 
like political opinions, these e^cbeAded to the femi-* 
nine peculation, nmd were, 1. rejoice to say,, the 
single cause of whatever dissension or difficulty 
existed among ^us^ Let .o^e not be understood to 
rejoice that tibis existed, InDt that it was the ooly 
one known among us. 

The most important persooa^ in all village 
Affairs was. one of oar Beai:>est neighbors, who, for 
certain good luid sufficient retisons, i shall call 
Mrs, Escu)a|Hus. The reader will suppose now^ 
that M19. Esciilapius was the wife of the physii^an^ 
but his sagacity is entit^ ^t fapk in the suppo- 
sition. The occiupation odTher hiisband if a. matter 
ctf no ntomem what^er to ^is. If k were, it would 
exceed his own iitoportance in bis ftmily, fyr never 
man bad le^. The law that si^e isrcaferis paribus^ 
a measure of power, has be^ much discussed of 
late years ; I only uriah those who doubt its troi]^ 
could hftve seen the complete illustraition of it 
afforded by t&ese worthy citizens. In no &ct ihw: 
ever foil undei* my observation was it more fully 
demonstrated, thair in the relative stza and power 
ei IRrs. Bsculapius and her husbi^' Both these 
qualities were m tlie extreme of contrast* inrtirem* 
He was the smallest of nwor she at theropposite 
end of the scale among women. He w;^ less of a 
master i^ his houflehold {ban any other man, she 
O 
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quite the reverse. He was good-natured; this 
did not spoil the contrast. He was subraissiTey 
she imperative. He was -timid and retiriog, she 
was always foremost in every domestic mpvement. 
But beside these pointd pf difference, Mrs. Escu- 
lapius possessed some other peculiarities which 
will, if perniitted,^ stand alone. She was endowed 
with a sense of hearing, the acuteness of which 
was perfectly astounding^ neither walls nor dis- 
tance offered any inlpedipient to it. . She. knew as 
well the topics imder discussion at iier neighbor's 
houses,^ ana the opinions e;xpressed npgn them, as 
if she had been, p]:esent She could ^ report all 
these opinions the next, day with as mucli certainty 
as if sl^ had participated in the utter^ee of them 
herself ' He!lr optical sei^se- was equally keen; 
and, what was still more ex^ordin^,^ both these 
wondr6us powers eoukL be used at on<^; and 
hence she could report t1;ie expressed opinions) 
and the unuttered thoughts, -or persons in any 
part of the town. We should have voted the 
phenomenon magnetic;, but for two reasons ; first, 
we wiM-e all unbdievejs ;-and, secondly, a stronger 
faith in the possible than ,any of ber friends exer- 
cised, would have been necessary to believe that 
she was. ever in a magnetic state. .!For i^ one 
ever saw her asleep. But all conjecture and 
speculation of thi^ sort were rendered superfluous 
by reference to the plain demonstrable feet, that, 
at the ^me when she was taking notes for these 
reports, ^he was. til ways pursuing her OTdinary 
househoM avocations ; to all appearance as unab- 
Btracted by sucb emp)e^ent,-as any persofi to 
whom this powei: was denied. 

The only circuinstance which threw-^any light 
upon tins wonderful faeuhy, was the neces^ty (tf 
waiting, ti^ the next day, and possibly till the 
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second, before she proceeded to report. It was 
augge^t^d, that a troop c^ ^iries had chosen her 
for their general post-office, and were^ making her 
the victim of their harmless pranks. If any more 
ingenious sohitioti ^an be (^red, the case still 
waits for its light. Passing these peculiarities, this 
lady is a pattern housekeeper, , a kind friend to 
thos^ whon^ she likes, a sympathetic woman at a 
sick bed, a hospitable and generous hostess in her 
own house. She tak^s vpleasure in sending speci- 
mens of her excellent cookery to neighbors who 
are less skilful in the art, or less favored with 
conveniences : for plying it. I ta,ke pleasure in 
acknowledginc^ myself still her 'debtor for many 
such little kindpesses.. ^ v ; - ^ 

In the^front ranks of our religious community 
stands Deaocm Cantwyne-— a man celebrated in all 
the " country side" for his pijBty , his love of money, 
and his affectation of philosophy. Deacon'^Cant- 
wyiie'a house is the resort of all, the clergy of his 
' own denominM:ion ^ and the philosophy which he 
affects, leads him to extend his hospitsdities to many 
others. So that bo lives in^a th^logical' atmos- 
phere, so to s^eak, an atmosphere musical with 
expresflicHis of the religious feelings. This is his 
chosen condition. Bur if denied him in the pres- 
ence of otbets, he is capable of creatmg it to a great 
extent for himself. ^He prays thtee times a day, 
and reads the Scriptures each time. He never 
neglects religious worship, takes an active ps^ in 
the orthodox Sabbath^schools, frowns on open vice 
or dishonesty in ^ny ^hape, is scrupulous in the 
observance of the Sabbath, even \o leavings the 
room in i;iliich so profane a thing as the Pflgrim 
Fathera is sung on that day, and los^ no opportu- 
nity of exhorting his non-professing neighbors to 
"come out from the world," and "fight, tlie good 
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figta; of faith/' Deacon Gantwyne is a bosinesi 
maikf and he declares that a profession of Teligunif 
80 far &om interfering with success in business, as 
many worldly-minded but nustaken in^ividuali^ 
think, is no little aid to it; ' He speaks from expe- 
rience, for his religious pretensions have enabled 
him to pray his way to the bottoms of hundreds of 
pockets,: which he could never otherwise have ap* 
proached. All th^ while tha^ ke is doing it, he. 
will lavish the most hearty ^xpressii^ns. of esteem 
on you-^-Hesteem grounded on tiievirtiyBS which he 
has discovered in; you, for, as a Christiiui, He can- 
admire no other qualifications. If you are. in afiHc> 
tion^ he iviU consdle you, pray with you and for 
you, commend you. to ibe ^ible, and to those, 
sources of comfort which he has found so potent, 
and in the next moment^ cpuht .the dollar which 
some proposed operation will enable him.to make 
out of the confidence his. e^eech was designed ta 
create. When any special enterprise, of this kind 
is4n prospect, he prays linger and moi;e fervently 
than usual; ai^d if the. victin^ is present, in the 
shape of a purchaser, or a ie)jtor whose all lieo> 
under a moitgag^ which he l^Qhlsy be is apt to be 
quite overpowered with his' Jove of dutyWd his^ 
charity for his neighbor* Ten chances to one but' 
he ms^es you the subject of a special petition, and> 
closes with a reque^ that you may h« preserved' 
from the devouring influences pf the cjunal appe*: 
tites, from vanity ,^ and from love. of riches. He 
feels for you already, and wishes that; your suffer- 
ings may-be' light whe^ ^he shall havo sounded, 
ypi^" purse. His piety is never ^mordappai:ent) 
than on these occasions. If the operation is one. 
of considerable maeiiitude, he deficits the brethren, 
of the neighborhood to unite in a protracted meet* 
iiig, for he feels that the gosp9l is losmg its influ-^ 



ence' on the beaats of men. Wben be has con- 
summated the affair^ he will meet you r with the 
blandest ^ce, and enter ii^to a conversation on 
electricity, the aurora borealis, or the last Arctic 
expedition. But he neverfails to turn to the pole 
of his thoughts before he leaves you, and exhort 
you to remember that all these "phenomeny," 
wonderful as they are, are the handiwork of a. 
power to whom your highest services are due, and 
that the best <f£ us can but poorly glorify Him. Or 
perhapS'he reads * you a' page from his own expe- 
rience, telling yon how, when ie was a young 
man, he began Ufe with die hope of achieving 
some worldly honors ^d possessions, but soon 
found that to do so, he " shoidd Tfuve to set hisfabe 
like a flinty* and close his ears to all the petitions 
of merc^ ; how this struggle between his better 
nature and the desire to do his duty had almost 
ended in the triimiph of Satan ; how thankful he 
is that it did not, and how much he hopes that 
every young man whom he sees entering life may 
be preservedas he was. And all thiols said with 
as grave a face as if he had ilot just defrauded you 
of your last penny, and Were not ready to do you 
the like favor to-morrow. 

Deacon Cantwyne's exhortations are uttei*ed 
veith a face and tone that would subdue a Phila- 
delphia mob. These are natural gifi:s — at least I 
set them down as such. If they are not, they 
must have been cultivated in early life ; for nothing 
of the kind Can be more perfect. The face leads 
you to anticipate the voice, and vice verssl. Deacon 
Cantv\ryne has been pretty intimately connected 
vnth the, affaii's of the colony, and some of his 
transactions would edify men vSliose kindred genius 
is restrained by stone wall^ and sheriff's processes. 

He was originally from one of the principal 
11 o2 
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.cities ci the eaat. While there he wiui employed 
in a; highly useful tra^, from which he seems to 
have realized a handsome equivalent finr his labors. 
To this he has added Yvhatever has fellen in his 
■way, be^&.several tUngs that have not been able 
to get put of it since he came west ; and he is now 
one qS our wealtibiest men. He is not so axdeutly 
^beloved in the. neighborhood as mimy persons I 
could designate, but be never discovers Vok% unless 
4t is fcH*ced on his attention^ and when, it is, he 
sets it down to the account of his rigid pte^^ 
'^'How shall a devoted christian expect to com* 
maud the love of the children of darkness 1 Hd 
ought to glory in th^ ^tred, and would if it did 
not argue, such deplorable wickedness in them'' — » 
and fi^ow that they would be on their gu)arcl 
against his Icmg prayers. His piety is^embellished 
by a liberajity as striking as itself. This, however^ 
partakes noore of ^ pubH&than a private character. 
Any public bequest i^hich vrill enh^ce the value ik 
property, he makes freely, provided it be expended 
m the vicinity tif his own possessions. There are 
many little tales ^float- in the vjllage and country, 
illustrative of Deacon Cantviryne's peculiarities, 
which his bioeTs^pher will doubtless gather for die 
purpose of domg justice to his memory. If I have 
drawn his picture .porrcctly enough to have it re- 
cognized by himself and his friends, I haVe done> 
all that I proposed to do on this page. If occasion 
to refer to him again should arisf , a single stroke 
will bring him before the reader. That is a prin- 
cipal advantage in having his charact^ well definedi 
at the outset. • 
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; CHAPTER XVII. ^ ' 

. Ouii Tillage abounded in prc&ssional men^. Not 
to mention the-youthful XDokes and di€( unassuming 
Blackstonesr who ^sked no loftier place for their 
•names than gilt or gamboge letters on a black 
4Ediinffle nailed^ beside their office-doors; we had 
magistrates^ jujdges of^ law and probate, retired 
' counsellorsy waiting a faVora^o opportunity to 
.embellish^. some of the more .elegant walks o^ 
life. But most indispensable \ and popular of 
.ell was our doctor.: 'He' was t^e ornament not 
only of oat |»x>fei^ional .ct^sses, but of the village. 
'His peiBoniJ appearance is. worthy; a livelier pen 
than mitie. fie is actdally of middle stature, but 
fSeeitis considerably belo;iy it, &om the excessive 
^lefimency.ef any thilig like ha;uteurin his charajctes. 
His head proj«cti. well dver' the eyes, apd tower^ 
above the fo):«Wad into an immense table-land, on 
•which you might heap offences that would out^ 
•number the hairs that, cover it,* and yet find for* 
:givene8s. This preponderance brings the head 
&rward uid upward m a right. line, but it is the 
most graddful departure ft*om a perpendicular that 
could be imagined. His strong perceptions leave 
about him no air of stumbling abstraction, but^ 
^combined with a boundless -benevolence, lend the 
^hghtftll expression one wears when looking for 
objects oi sympathy or admiration.r -Leaving the 
doctor's head, the Qext most^triking thing about him 
is his gaijl^ Various wwe the. attemf»ts at descri^ 
tion which this "V^onderful gait elicited from hi« 
fellow-citizens. A walk it certainly was not,, if by 
this t^rm is meant a straightforward, or indeed 
almost any oth^r use of the limbs given for that 
purpose^ i da not meai^ to say that he performed 
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locomotion without the use of these organs at all, 
because that would imply th9,t he walked upon his 
hands or head-^arts which I am not aware that he 
ever cultivated; and which it will be conceded 
. must hav^been extremely inconvenient, unless his 
pockets had 'been made to correspond, for they 
were his medicine-chests. -If he h^ been an im- 
ported of drugs, he would never have wanted any 
storehouse but these, and the privilege of deposit^ 
ing samples that were unsaleable, or robbed of 
their virtues by age, upon the shelves of his wife's 
closets. '^ . • - -> 

But to go back to his. gait. It ceitainly was a 
curious T)ne. It was made up of incredibly short 
steps, that followed so fast-.upon one another as to 
give the idea of a man with two pairs of leg6, each 
running on a wager agieiinst the oth^K If one 
eould ^^nceive a sheep ' with his two fore-legs 
lengthened so as to give hint an erept attitude, yet 
still preserving his peculiar motion, widi a perfect 
resemblance to the human £gure in all other 
respects, he might have a tolerable idea of the 
doctor's gait.'. I am aware that this is a labored 
illustlation, and that the idea at best is complicated ; 
but no ope knows how difficult the subject is, nor 
how long I might search the whole kingdom of 
animate nature in vain, for something whereunto 
to liken this motor phenomenon. It is true, that" 
the terms ''nudgc,'' ''scuffle,'* '*^ro^," and sundry 
others were used among the puzzled^ villagers to 
designate It ; but they.i^*e all feeble, and so I be- 
lieve vdll , be- toy thing I can add to them. There 
are things in nature which words, hover > around in 
vain : they never tpucKthem. 

The other eccentricities of bur Galen were not 
so indescribable. He had a versatility of genius, 
wlficfa never failed to respond to any appeal. An 
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Indian lyar-dance, or the amputation of a limb ; the 
old woman in E,obin Roughhead at a private 
theatrical entertainment, or a post ^.t the couch 
of prostrating, withering disease, were matters of 
equal facility — -I had almost said of pleasure ; for the 
warm exercise of his sympathies on the painful 
occasions, and the relief wni^h his $kill and ten- 
derness often enabled him to a^ord, were high 
sources of pleasure. As might be expected with 
such a constitution,. our doctor had beeux ar merry 
youth. He ha4 spent a very considerable fortune 
in early life, for the purpose of reducing Jiimself 
to terms of equality with necessity, whom he could 
not cosi^* to his Acquaintance in any other way. 
And he seemed eveanow to^ have §.iear that she 
would fersake him again, for h^ never collected 
bis dues, never inforni^d any one that his services 
were to' be paid for, unless by way of assent when 
the prop6sitioh originated with themselveff. When 
he returned from a ball one winter morning with 
his splendid wife and brother,. and found the house- 
which they had jointly occupied burned to the 
ground, with everything it baa contained, he stood 
a moment, and then said, "There are plenty of 
houses about here whose inmates will receive Mary 
for a few .days, and there will be sick enough 
this season, heaven help them, to whom I can do 
some good, in return for which they shall enable 
me to build her > better home. Til have it all 
righf in a year or ;SO» except the little mementos 
and trifles endeared by association ^n4' otherwise. 
Those cannot be replaced, so I sum)Ose we must 
mourn over them a^ little.*' And the doctor kept 
his Word; catching the means which fortune 
threw at him for his poorly-paid, arduous, and 
ceaseless labors, he purchased a beautiful buildings 
•pot in " Court-end ;" builj a cottage with a roof ^ 
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eo sbarp that it was described by a. stage-driver^ 
who had a passenger to set down th^re, as ** th^ 
house with a ruff that split the rain-drops," made 
a sort of bird's nest of it, whose cluef omamiBht 
wasjiis peerieas wife : and there he Kyes, or rather, 
the lady and her babes ; for he is too touch abroad 
during the warm season to have a proper residence 
anywhere. ^And there a hospitality and social 
charm are offered to guests, which is tarely sur- 
jpassed in more elegant mansiotis. , '^ 

Atl:his timQ the doctor i|i accompanied in his 
professiondl visits by ja Taithfuh old horse, who is 
known throughout tte xountry by the naibe of 
«*Pomp/' It would; perhaps, be as co^ect to say 
^at~tl^ doctor accompanies. Ponap y for the latter^ 
if harnessed and left l(56se, under thfirfalse impres- 
sion that his^end ,was in the seat, ^would doubt- 
less have gone alonte. to visit their patients. * I say 
their patients, because it alwayft seemed to toe that 
the doctor^aud Po^im were partiiers. What share 
the latter heid in Ae 'profits "was never known, 
though his share in the labors was, for he some- 
times tra,yeled sixty or^eventy miles ji day^ beside 
stopping for calls. ,'The estimation in' which the 
doctor held Pomp \vas Very high. To have struck 
him would have been treason ; yet. I ought to add, 
tts an evidence of the intJonsistency of man, that he 
would allow him' to be driven till his l^y coat' was 
white with foam. But how could Pomp complain 
when his master treated himself in the same man- 
ner ! Seated in his Hghtjvaggoni reins in hand, 
the doctor announced his readiness to set off by 
■peetking the nam^ of his four-fc^ed friend,^ in a 
tone which seemed to be agreed on between them 
as a signal for moving; and away they went; never 
p. How was struck, nor a harsher word spoken. I 
apprehend it would not have been sa^ f€^ an/ 
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peTMftL to littve attempted eitiiee. I rem^mbeir: 
lidiag out witk tke doctor onee, to see a sick 
fHend.^ Oaotar arriiral, a coarse fellow caflae up, 
and seising Fomp by &e liead, called, out to know 
whetlmr he Bk(m]4r**onda idm?** 

'♦Oildo'liim!** eKdatmed the^ - doctw. **Oodo 
Fomp !*' and he cast a look at him which mi^ht 
have been translated i^^ > volume ; but^ passing 
on, he merely , said ^^ No! you may give him some 
fresh grass, if you have^ any here. I aho^ld like 
to see the man, " he added, in a muttered parens 
diesis, ** who would dsTTfs ondo Pomp !'* 
* The doctor's mode of e^mmunicatinghtswimons 
mid wishes to Pomp is very convenient ana pleas- 
ant, not only to'themselves, but to the settli^rs whosaL 
habitations the^r visit You may fbret^ their ap- 
proacb Wlif»n two miles^Ustaat on the prairies, it 
any hour of ^ night, 1^ listening to the mono*- 
eyllable Pon^ ! Pomp! And pleasuit sounda 
l^ey are to ttt^se who leave t^' bedsi46 of lan^ 
guishing pam, and step ^forth an instant into die. 
eool silent night, to breathe and. catch the signal 
of the visit so ardendy longed for. . 

In sickly setaons they triivel aU n^lct. Ths 
doct^ moves the seat df his waggoti back, has an 
extra cloak or buffflJe robe, of which he makes a 
bed, and, when he leaves a house, ^urls Inmself 
«p in it, gives Pomp ijie signal,t 4tnd starts on, 
leaving tfauB latter pretty imim to lii»awn choice 
about the iroad. ^ And they thus go on admirably ^ 
Ibr the doctor has such a habit of spisaking tor 
Pomp, that, thMigh fajst asleep, he articulates hit 
name in the usual tofte, about once in tw:enty 
minutes, and tiMr latter knows the roads so we& 
that he always goes righC^ if not left to his owm 

Eleasure too long. In these latter (Sases die doctor 
( Ukdiy, OB ftw»kmg«.to find bimBolf before tba 
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sharp-roofed, pottage, for Pomp, among his dther 
virtues, is eminent fo^ his , love of home. This 
goes on till poor Pomp is incapable of traveling 
longer at such rate, and then a stranger is hired 
for day-driving, and Pomp. kept for night-driving, r 
. For himself the doctor . has tio sul^titute. He 
goes night and day for weeks, snatching rest as I 
have described, and sometimes, when he goes into 
a house, after ex;amining his patient, lying down 
upon the.flocH', or on three chai|:s, with^ strict 
injunction to the watchers not to let him sleep 
over half an hour.^ This and a dup of tea 'twice a 
day, strong enough for the brother of the Sun or 
Moon himself^ were all that the doctor required to 
keep hhn going till the pestilence abated. It is 
only in rare seasons, however, that their ^duties 
are so arduous. Ordinarily, the '♦ sicklysseason,". 
as it is termed, extends through sonie two or two 
months and-a half at the close df the summer and, 
opening of the autumn. During those weeks bilious 
fevers prevail moi'e or l^ss thtough the whole 
country ; but especially in the vicinity of streams 
and low grounds. Here they are very general, 
and more malignaiit than in the prairies and high<or 
regions. In many cases, where the medical ad- 
viser is unskilful, or proper care is not bestowed, 
the piatient^is lefbwith the **skakei,'' this term 
being merely a shorter name for the disease which 
others choose to .call " Fever RagtfJ' Exclusive 
of the short period just specified, Httle sickness 
prevails^ . More than half th^ numerous forms of 
disease whibh poison society and baffle the phy- 
sician bere are there unknown. And, judging 
from my own experience^ I should bay that a 
large .proportion of those which do prevail, might , 
be avoided, by ordinary attention to th^ laws of 
health. Regularity in sleep^ Cemp^raace in die^ 
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.peiBonal cleanliness, and a due i»liare of exiercise 
at ^proper seasons^ would reduce materiaUy the 
frightful amount of disease which now makes these 
western summexs alarming. ^ A residence of nearly 
five years, with otily a toWable attention to diet 
and regimen, brought. ma not a week's indispo- 
sition from the causes incident to the country. 

But I have left our doctor to speak a word of 
caution to settleroi I know his good-nature so 
well however, thf^ I am assured of pardon, even 
though -my ad^vice -jshould- shorten his bills. And 
why not, since the length of so few of them is ev^: 
e^tln^ated] In periods when his professional cares 
relax, the doctor :isi:he most efficient of our village 
sociables. Always ready tp converse well with 
those who vdsh to do so, or play the mountebank for 
those who prefer amusement^ ready to flatter a 
lady into good-nature with herself, if it be neces- 
sary, or argue political tendencies vnth her hus- 
band, if this be more Stgreedble ; he was indispen- 
sable in all social meetings, and nowhere a more 
delightful compaiiio'ii than at his own table or fire- 
side. Though not an^ftccomplished singer, he was 
sometimes^preva^ed upon to do his devoir even in 
this behalf. J I never neard but one or two exhibi- 
tions of his vocal poweirs, and these, were made at 
the pressing instance fiC fii.eiads who could not be 
refused. > Ue had one favorite piece which served 
on both occasions, though doubtless he was mas- 
ter of others equally elegant in diction and charm^ 
ing in composition. I more than hn^ suspe<^ed 
that he had played Mozact himself to the folJbwing 
Jmes — 

*• At the battle of the Nile, 
I was there all. the- while.^ * 

These lines were burthen, chorus,^ and all ; . they 

comprised the entire piece. And the third or 

P 
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fbuitk rep^kion, in a tone incomparably more 
monotonous .than the words, generally drew such 
peak of applause from the gentlemen and such a 
waving of 'handkerchiefi from the ladies, that the 
doctor was quke overcome, and took his Seat in a 
v&rj interesting state ii£ confusion, As a mere 
artist tbe^ doctor v^raff rarely excelled in what he 
undertook. A^ negro dance or a iof^ €ight of 
^admiration for the works of nature, inth which h^ 
was so continually C€^ver9ai!^t were exerted 'v^th 
tiOMrly equal excellencre, except that to the latter 
he brought the strength of a "fine mind, pa well as 
a high degree of artistic^kul. In short our d^cibr 
was a wrro" character, and we prized him as such. 
His veiy faults «nd weaknesses,' and he had plenty 
of ^lem, only made us pity him and wish they were 
4iot*-one eould sc^oe^ be indignant, at them. 



CHAPTER XVm. . 

• . "" c 

SvMum had worn nvi^y, wiffi ks wealth of 
golden grains and flowets. The luxutia,nt harvest 
had disappeared from the isoms in the adjacent 
<30untry, the^tlQl com was in its sere and yellow 
leaf, the late fruits began to ripen, the prairies 
faded from their rich ^reen» save where here and 
there a ^ la$e hum** showed the tender grass, like 
an emerald island in the vast \bh>wn ocean. Au- 
^ ttimn in the prairie land is scarcely excelled for 
1^ richness of its chamw by any other" season* 
Coupled with the perfection of the wide vegretable 
world is an idea of repose which fills the soul. 
An immense country,' whose energies have been 
fepntiging all tho p^vious mcmths with ceaseleas 
toil, whose rank luxuriance eviiiiDes the eav^kfjf* 
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tnent of tremendous powers, no^liesall around yoti 
in the deep quiet which ushers in a truly natural 
•death. The sun pours forth a rich) mellow light; 
■dim and soft, as if lik^ a tender nmise he watched 
over this Bleep of nature. The native birds, hap^y 
in the abundance v^hlch they cannot consume, Hy 
cheerfully but quietly.about, as if, their labor done, 
the season of rest bad come to them also. ' The 
43uail whistles and dances' among the brown hazel 
Jaiic^ets; the gk-ouse flies from field td field, di- 
Tiding his depredations through the neighborhood, 
and braving of{| j<rhen utim<)lested^ a full crop to 
£tie plains, wbieh he kr^es 'b^ter than the abodes 
©f man. The erow calls- IVona the ivoed top, ot 
wheek his long and lazy flights above the naked 
prairies, seemii^ :re4lly more amiable than at any 
other season. The air ik filled with th^Bmoke o£ 
■distant fires; ^m^ day, they ©reep up into your 
■own neighborhood, iemd^When night comes, light the 
heavens s^nd the earth as &r as the eye can reach. 
These are magnifi6bnt spectacles; I have stood upon 
thereof of our large hdtel in the evening, and looked 
•into a- sea of fire which appeared to be unbroken 
for mileS; t These Ihctdents- occasionally interrupt 
the dreamy rest to which evefything tehds,^ but they 
pa^s away in a few hoars, land -the next day is as 
iquiet as before. Sporting parties are made up 
among the gentlemen, and fi*uit parties, including 
ladies, to visit the laearest groves in search of haws, 
nuts, eteet.| or if any orchard has been jsultivated in 
the vicinity by some ancient settler, this is resbrted 
to, anfd BttiaM parcels of its Tare fkfit purchased and 
taken home. Our fruit parties usually resorted to 
a grove about a mile distant, on the west, "and re- 
turned af^er ah hour or two of delightful rambling, 
with baskets laden with the dellicipus Jiaw-berry, a 
Ibast for many days. The paw-paw and petsimon 
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did not flourish in t)ur vicinity. They love thf 
bottom lands of streams. ^ " 

The^oves stt this season are indescribably charm- 
ing. There is not; in the large foliage that gor- 
geous variety which yre find in the eastern forest. 
The trees wear a more sober and uniform com- 
plexion ; but. there are arthousand minuter beauties 
which touch the heart. A few flowers linger in the 
borders of the woodland and skirt the smaU streams. 
In the deeper recesses somesprightly ones are found, 
indicating by their vigor and n'eshness that they 
belong to the season of frost. Among these is one 
which I deady love. It grows upon a tall stalk 
sparsely set^with ieaves, and forms near the top a 
beautiful shafl:, studded with myriads of small flow- 
ers of the most exquisite hue aild loveliness. 'They 
are likp so many bright eyes looking gaily x>ut into 
the pleasant world around. This flower does not 
belong to the deep groves, but is found in the lit- 
tle glades or openings in the woodside. And there, 
when October winds play among the leaves, an'd 
the bright sunshine pours through a ^ea of mist • 
and smoke, into little nooks. and. comers, by de- 
caying logs and upturned ^Qots, where it has not 
gained admittance 4uHn^ bM the leafy reign of 
summer, this bright flower is seen nodding and 
dancing merrily in the breeze as if it rejoiced in 
the approaching glooni. The. squirrel searches 
timidly about among the fallen leaves, making pro- 
vision for the winter ; and. the hare, whom he ofl;en 
. meets, skips by him, half in sport, half in earnest, 
seeking th^ tender twigs vmelteoi to make her 
dinner. .The ripened nuts dropping among th# 
leavea often startle her from her contemplations, 
and drive her to seek refuge in the nearest clump 
of grass or bushes. ^ 
, These wood-parties are delightful recreationa. 
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Armed withlliick shoes and provided with a basket 
each, for trophies of all descriptions^-or if the -dis- 
tance be too great to be traversed on foot, mounted « 
as we could be best provided (the reader will re- 
member pony), without our riditfg dresises, that we 
may not be cumbered with them when we reach 
the wood— away we go, free as the winds. North, 
south, east, or west, the way is equally open. The 
wild Indian, mol^nted' on his hunting hcorse, has 
scarcely a larger liberty than we. We scour the 
plain, leap or -plough the '^slue^,'' and gain the 
grove. Here our' steeds are fastened to trees and 
boughs, and we. scatter. Oh whiat ^ joyous after- 
noon is before ijs!- And' some at least know it, 
though all do not -geemtojlo so« - Tow&rd even- 
ing, when the- shadows begin to. lengthen on the 
turf^ and the winds to sweej> more chillingly 
through the grove, we gather at the rendezvous; 
bring £orth the shawls and other cautionary arti- 
cles, spring into our saddles,* give> free rein, and 
afier a swift and exhilarating ride, st6p at our 
owii doors filled wit^ happy recottections, and 
^made better in spirit and body by a day in the 
woods. . . -^ , ' r; 

About three miles from oiu: village is an orchard, 
which has be^n cultivated these many years by 
the widow of ^tke original proprietor.- It is the 
Only one in the vicinity, and the old lady's name is 
therefore well known. And though no two words 
could be more unlike in orthography and sound than 
her own ntoie and'that of the fruit she sold, yet to 
me the former was always synonymous with ap- 

Eles.' You could riot hear or speak it without 
aving your mouth water for the delicious fruit 
with wluch it thus became associated. The old 
lady was much patronized by our villagers and the 
settlers on adjacent farms. She lived quite neatly 
p2 ' 
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in a hialf-firain^ house, which you Imd to ciz^MHUr 
4rent in order to enter it, there being three doori 
}Xi the rear, but none on the roadwardnside. (I avoid 
saying front, to be exact in- the use of words.) The 
ground contiguous to the house had at obtain 
seasons of the year rare beauty aod richness. A 
stream pf some magnitude swept in a cresceni 
form around the orchard-dad hiU, on which it stopd^ 
Across the roa^ihis hill sloped downward to the 
Stream in a sm6oth gre^i lawn, dotted with trees^ 
On either huid from 4;he house and skirting the bank 
of the streani iilfront of it, vrha a dense grove of the 
peach, the apple, and wild^crab apple-trees. About 
the first of June these wfi^ehinfufl bloom, and no 
perfume of Araby could 'excel thjsir sweetness, no 
floral di9p]^.y, their bejiuty- As you approached 
the spot afiet sutisetr when the light >dews jusi 
moistened the blooming boughs^ and the evening 
winds swept' over them, l^e whole air was laden 
with their fragrance; and M^ien you gained the 
summit of the hill, and looked ao\yn upon the 
nodding clusters of blossoins^ set, a^ it were, in the 
tender green of the forest, tribes towering above 
them, nothing could be conceived more'^eautifu]* 
^any a pleasant twilight^ ride haye i^e enjoyed, 
lingering through th6 paths of this blossoming wil- 
derness; inhaling its delicious odors, andgazing on 
its unequaled beauty. • I, rernember one evening, 
:when the sounds of bells seemed coaling up jfrom 
the grove below oitr path to greet ua : they ad« 
vanced slowly ; ajad we almost stopped in admira^^ 
tibn of the gorgeous sunset above a.nd the wealth of 
the foliage lavished around. Fre^ntly the sounds 
became more distinct, and a large Pennsylvania 
waggon with a top of snowy whiteness emerged 
from the green wood It was an emigrant ^mily 
•s^a group of the happiest faces. and the cleanest 
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persons one often fiods am^mg them. This was a 
^vorite camping ground,— and we lingered watch-* 
ing them till their supper fires ^one in the ad- 
vancing darkness, and then reluctantly turned our. 
horses' heads 'homeward. How 1, envied those 
people.! — to lie down. there, badied in the calm, 
pure air of a June night, the jdroppinff, petals strew** 
ing their place of rest, the clear brooklet murmur- 
ing to their. slee|p> ; who could submit patiently to 
imprisonment within four walls, its duQ then as if 
nature were not doing her best in grove, plaip, and 
sky to induce us to leave them! 

But here lived the .old lady, of apple^memoryr 
and here amid all this beauty had, she lived from, 
time imniemonal unong the Yankee settlers. Her 
spirit ha<i putaken of the scene*. She lived neatly 
m doors, anil there was an mr of ccXtnfort about 
ike exterior of her home quite in harmony with 
the feeUiig^ s^wakened by the surrounding scenery. 
How indeed could she have violated so beautiful 
^ sanctuary, by a li^ ^ altogether coarse and un- 
lovely. - But she was not proof against the pemi* 
cious influences ^hich the possession <^ absolute 
power works in the mind whidi exercises iu 
Being for many years the sole dispensei: of apples 
to a larffe region rocmd her, she had grpwn ca- 
pricious m her tastes, an4 now cared little to aecom- 
i^odate thof» whom ^le did not like. If you were- 
one of her favorites, and called^ ou her in the fruit 
season, either bjj^ way o/ complini^vitt or as a pur- 
chafer,^Bhe alwa^^s presented you' a dish of the 
phoicest produjctions of her orchard to eat in her 
house, and made her happiest selection for your 
' purchase. We were fortunately of this class. She 
regarded it as an evidence of kind and friendly in- 
terest, to inquire after the prosperity of her place« 
and usually tendered ^some hints gratis, on the 
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cultivation of fruit trees. In one of these familiar 
lessons, she remarked that there was a way to 
make trees bear' much earlier than most persons 
supposed they would. ' 

" Pray liow is that, Mrs. S— 7 V - 

?*Why, when we was a settin.out the last of 
oiir trees, th^m in the orchard down thar," poit^ting 
out of the door, " the man We got ^em of, told my 
old man th&t if he waiited 'em to. bear early he 
must set 'em out when the moon was in parri' 
ghee:' . ^ > , . 

** When is that, Mrs. S— - V* said I, making a 
violent effort to preserve my gravity, for her keen 
eyes were fixed tin pay fiice. 

" O, I reckon folks that's college lamt as you be, 
needn't ax me when the inOon's in ^rrighee. I 
expect you can teU any time when you look .at 
it." 

" I am not tsoUege learned," I replied, " you 
know ladies neVet are, and I. presume my husband 
has forgbtten all about the parrighee of the moon 
long since." 

" Well you can find it any time by looking in a 
nalmanic; that's whar we found it. Some folksj'V 
added the old lady, "don't allow there's anything 
in the moon about fruit and so on, but I reckon 
they don't know so tnuch more than other folks as 
they iAimk they do. I ^^now .a heap of things 
that does better '^hen they're planted > at sartin 
times o' the moon, and there cki/t nobbdy make 
me think 'tain't so, 'cause I've tried it 'Tain't so 
much account about some things ; I reckon taters 
does as well planted one-time as another, and so 
does beets ana so on, but cabbages and onions and 
all them 'dought to be planted in the new o' the 
moon, if you want 'em to be of an^ 'count." 

Such edifying conversation usually occupied the 
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time spettt at the old Itdfa liouse; If you wei« 
particiil&iiy ddferefittal and received instructions 
meekly^ you were sdways rewarded by having 
your pockets or baski^ filled with the choicest ap- 
ples ror your own espedal gratification* I know 
a£ no other way in which the good woman ever 
corrupted the morals of ber visitors, but this was 
bad eiiou^rlv Whose integrity could stan^ un« 
shaken before a dish heapcNi with ^ples such as 
money could not buy t Who would venture to 
eorr^t the fiiendfy old woman's orthoepy at such 
a^ Tuk % Certainly not 6na who had^sudi a loogittg 
for the iqpp!ebins.of extern cellars ias I had. 

Such were some of the many excursions of autumn 
days whiek we shared. Then, a» I intimated; the 
gentlemen mote frequent^ WQut out in small eom^ 
panies to shoot the quaiVgnHise,.faare, and squir* 
reL These paities were generally equestrian and 
very jocose amon^ diemselves, thoa^ the whole 
mass of female nerv^ ill . the yilkge was in a 
flutter tifl^ they MtuYned.. Becauise it had been 
found that in the absence- of game they shot each 
other ! My husband had joined one of these par^ 
ties and c^e home with diot enough in his Umbs 
to make us count it quite a serious aflUr, though 
it only resulted in ^ giving ^two or three days' 
exelusive attention to lNK>kswithm -doors. 

Later in tbe season an occurrence under similar 
circumstanoecr robbed lis of one i^our worthiest 
young niechasies, and~ produced a most melan* 
eholy feeling thfoughout on our little ' commu* 
nity. Two young ihen, intimate Mends, had left 
the village together on f(aturday evening, to 
spend the Sabbath at the house of a friend six 
tniles away. On Monday morning they started for. 
home, «ach with his rifle and game-bag, intending 
to searcb th&^rofeB and thickets en tbeir way 
12 
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down £or geCme. Near BuiMet they bad .reached 
the skirt of the groye about a mile and a half froin 
the village, and discovering some quail in one of 
the hazel thickets which bordered it, they partedji) 
" beat" the thicket. Stealing cautiously around, 
one raised 'bis rifle aijd fired at U bird that was just 
tripping into his place of concealment. The bird 
feU, but a spring and. a dismal ^oan at the same 
instant m^e his blood curdle. He dropped his 
rifle jand ran to the othei* side.'. Judge pf his feel- 
ings when he saw his' fidend lying on the ground, a 
(Crimson stream i^pouting frojn his breast ; and heard 
him exclaim, in a faint voice, " CJ^^ — -> you have 
shot me !" In three minutes Jie was dead [ The 
ball had passed through the heart ! . His remains 
were borne, to' the village, on the* waggon of a 
neighboring ^rmer, a coroner's ioquest was held, 
And on the second day they were followed to the 
grave by the mourning citizens. The unfortunate 
man was a soipi of New Hampshire, the pride of his 
JEiged father and mother, whom he had left to seek a 
more promising home in the richer regions of the 
west His iriend, scarcely less an object of 4sym- 
pathy, took a vow never again to handle fire-arms; 
but so con(p]i^te\y had the horrars of th^ jscene fast- 
en^ upon his mind, that he*; never recovered his 
former, calmness. rHe brooded over the dreadfiil 
event with a morbid kind of self-accusation, aban- 
doned his business^ and at length wandered away 
nielancholy, abstractie^y miserable. This was a 
painful tragedy for our little community, and last- 
ing and deep was the' sympathy it created for the 
two unfortunate young men. 
' The reader will remember I informed him that 
our next door on the left was a grocery — (groggery 
would be the truer name,-but what* lady can ever 
make up her mind to write^k). If b^ kaa hear4 
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nothing from this place;l>efere, it is not because I 
baye not. J^'any a day^s tranquillity and many a 
night'*8 rest did this horrid plaee destroy. All the 
inSiience which the respectable ppition of' the 
community could bring to bear upon it, failed to 
mitigate its character or check the abominations 
daily enacted in it. The sights and sounds of the 
poor wretches who frequented it often compelled 
me to forsake and close the front of my hoiise ; but 
it was vain to seeH seclusion Koiik them in ^y 
Siliall tenement; their sickening -shouts and groans 
reach^ one everywhere. - Son^mes these ^hel- 
ical ^ orgies lasted two or* three' days and nights 
Without pause^ and tben a time of comparative 
quiet followed, The^' master-spirit ajoaong those 
who shared" in their ^scenes, was '^e individual 
who kept the shop. His ceaseless habits of drunk- 
enness bad made him bne of the most disgusting 
of human spectacles. With a iace- enormously 
bloated beyond its natural proportions, eyes bl^EUied 
and watery, white lips, parched and mottled with 
bright red spots, and' palsied limb0, thelmjserable 
wretch, not yet tbirty-five years of age, crept 
about, a warning, one-would have thought, to those 
whd congregated about him. But- here they as- 
sembled, two or thre^ miserably lost spirits from 
the eastern states, and as many Kentuckians of the 
lowest class; and .here, ban4 in hand, they -led 
each other to riiim Sometunes th§ citizens would 
acquire influence enough over one of the band to 
keep him frdm the spot for a period, but. they 
Beize<J on him^ again at the first opportunity) and 
made him pay for his respite by a deeper plunge 
than ever. There was one unfottunate man highly 
connected in dn^ of the principal cities of the east^ 
where he had left a wife and two interesting chil; 
4reD. Ho had fallen iamong these wretches agon 
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after his arrival, but had several times -been re- 
eftrainecl, partly by his -bett^ feelings, partly by 
die retaonstranoes of his. friends. Kvery one who 
knew him mourned over the waste of a man who 
possessed so many of the elements of usefulness^ 
and happiness. Eiirly in the autumn, he received- 
ft: letter from bis wife, appealing to^him, as her, 
husband and- the father of his children, to return 
to them or make provision for th^m to come to. 
him. It touched the right chord in him; he re; 
solved to become a temperate man. And he per- 
severed in this resolution iill the beginning of 
November with every promise of Success. Acci- 
dent at length ^i^ew him. into the dutches of these 
fiends. They draj^ged hinf to theii: place ^f sac- 
rifice, and compelled him to taste,^ nay, to drink, 
till he "waK again without self-control or reason^ 
His fnends, who had hatched him with deep in- 
terest, seizing every opportunity to strengthen his 
good resolut&ns, cialled on the master dempn, and 
begged that he would let hiip go ; that he would 
n -^t supply him with the means^f 4»elf-<}esUiiction. 
He answered- their remonst^;anc^ with curses, and 
assured them that as long as. he hftd liquop and 
** Mac" had inoney, the latter should, have what he 
wanted. On -^aturds^ evening there was deep 
drinking in this miniature . helL The carousal 
held till morning- opened,, and at a late hoiu: the 
various inmates set oitt reeling snd stumbling 
toward home, or wjiatevec lodgmg chance might 
bring them. The Sabbath open^ clear and bright. 
A light frost had crisped the grass-; the red sun 
eamie up the eastern sky, curtained with mist and 
smoke; soft winds crept over the embrowned 
forests and plains, and all natuito seemed to hq 
filled with a kind of sad jpy. I shall never forget 
lliat morning. Th« holy quiet Which rested 09 
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the earth contrasted etroilgly' with the fierce and 
harrowing sounds of th6 prei^ous night. I looked 
out just as the sun was rising. ^ The snioke be^gan 
to curl slowly upward £rom various chimneys, ^nd 
a few early risers Were abroad inhaling th^ air 
freshenedr by the frost which- yet lay upon the 
grass. -They looked as i£ care were dismissed, and 
man as well, «s nature was to eijyoy a^ holy day. 
When the family who had islv^tered poor '^ Mac," 
notwithstanding his many deviations, ascertained 
&at he had nbt retnmed^' to the house, . they dis- 
patched a. person to -the grocery, to bring him 
home. But be was not- thete b The mis^^able 
proprietor reported as nearly'tbi h'is' half coiiscious 
state and druiiken>recoUeotion3'iVould p'eij^t, that 
he left there about two o^lpt;k. . > 

" You'll find hiin,'* wedd hei. " under' some fence 
or the side of a house,- &st enough, I'll warrant 
you; for he was drank when he Went ^way ; he 
wanted to git off albre he took the last drink, but 
we made him go it !'* 

There was an unfinished house nBom^> distance 
below, and thither they went, thinking it probable 
that he had crept in there to^ sleep. ^ But he wbA 
not to be. found. They were" wpliaering where he 
eould'have gone, when tme oftfaem, happening to 
pass near the open well, glancM into it, and was 
horrified to discover .the ft^gure of the lost man itt 
the bottom, partly covered ^with water. He was 
immediatelr removed, and measures taken to resus- 
citate him, out life was utterly quenched. Another 
coroner's inqueist was 'heTd: A- rude coffin was 
nailed together, and the remains were deposited 
the same day in the earth. I see now before me 
the thrilling events of that day, fidnt as is this .pic- 
ture of them. I feel again the overpowering emo- 
tions we experienced when lefiecting on ^e.fate 
Q 
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of this uriwilHng victim to the vices of others. The 
poor wretch, half consctou^^ notwithstanding the. 
maddening potations that had been forced upon 
him, stunroling along in the dark night for a place 
of rest, thinking possibly of his broken vows^ and 
'of the faithful wife* ka^ children wh^e liearts 
would bleed could they know his situation ; half 
resolving, perhaps, that he would still save him- 
self, tod -never touch again t^e fire that had so 
nearly consumed his sotil — all these thoughts and 
feelingS) faintly- re^gnized, passing through the 
mind that had hcfWed. reluctantly to « its renewed 
degradation, and alL cut short by the brief. and sud- 
den plunge which elided in almost- inst&nt death ! 
What att entrance into eternity!' what a' fearful 
leave-taking of the fair earth ! what* an introductibn 
to the mighty fiiture! Fpr days 'my mind was 
busied with hisliist thoi^ts, etna the fearful strug- 
gles he mu^t' have mgde to recover his hold upon 
fife. I could not dismis^ die^. , '' 

If everything connected witfi this terrible place 
had been painful .arid disguisting^ before, it will 
readily be conceived that they weri incdmparably 
more so now. . The grOans seemed the dying^go- 
nies of fiendi^, the shouts their exultations. The' 
reeUng forms ^ and , bloated faces seemed' more 
deeply lost than even But they did not remain 
long: public indignation Was so. roused at the de- 
structioji of a man who had naturally^so much to' 
win esteem ^&nd respect, that the CTOcery was 
doomed from the day of nis death.' -Pity it could 
not have been before j but people require '"some- 
thing ^which would startle the blind |md deaf, to 
rouse them to action in such matters. Even now 
public opinion barely permitted individual action, 
but did not aid it. The licence which conferred 
tiie power to do all th^se things was revoked, thb 
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shop broken up, and the miserable wretch wbo 
had kept it driven to seek another place of abode. 
He lingered ^about some time in his degradation, 
till at last one of his brotj^er masons took hmi to 
his house in a neighboring tovrn^ and by some 
means indi^ced his reformatioi^. When I last saw 
him, I scarcely recognized him*. /But. improved as 
he was, he still bore the stamp of a degradedi 
wretched man. < - " 



^ CHAPTER XIX. -■ ;_ \ 

' The reader must ^v^sh. by this time to hear 
something of my housekeeping. Jt will be remem- 
bered that m'yo'nly" fire was in li small*sized Frank- 
Hn st6ve; and asthis had. a grate in it,4trwill not 

.be. difficult for housekeepers to -Conceive that .my 
Conveniences for ; the multiferioOs operations o£ 
baking, ;boiling, stewing,, and roasting, were some- 
what limited. By th.e -nicest possible «uij ustment 
6f my tea-kettle to the middle' of the arch, I 
could pass it. in and out of the grate.' . The first 
task W9S by no means difficult^ being generally 

" performed when the ^vessel contMued cold water. 
But to remove it; when the. boiling^liquid was bub- 
bling Axnn the spout,%and eyiery crevice performing 
the office of an escape pipe,. to the utmost of ita 
capabilities, was • quite another affair. Neverthe- 
less, twi<ie, thrice, and even, double the last num- 
ber of times in a dayj 1 wrought jnyself up to. the 
effort, and what is still clearer evidence of heroism 
and genius,^ nev^ failed,- nor. even met w^th any 
greater accident, than* si^indry small burns on my 
hands and nngerb. The greatest number of these 
agreeable Kttle incidents of tea-kettle rescue, waa 
four at 6ne attempt, tha average two. 
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^^ Bemde tny tea-kettle, the larg^ Jiresf^ nAueh^X 
could use vfBB a three-pint saucapan ; fuid^ herein 
were performed all soils of op^raJtions^ irom the 
fiicasseeing.bf ^chiekexi§ to the boi)mg of corned 
beef and cabbage. Not to tax credullQr too much^ 
let it be borne in Jo^ind that I could use thre&^ 
these at once— ^b privilege which, every dinner I 
pr^ared tauglit me, to appreciate.. The laoim 
troublesome of all my culinary operations wa» 
baking.. It is true I had a gpod tin oven, but th^n 
where to place it was a troublesome question. If 
it had been pos^Qsseid of any means of' generating 
caloric vvithin Itself, so that, havihg placed the 
preparation iri&U)*. I could have\§et.it on the table, 
o^ nour barrel, ^iid.Ieft it to bake at its ovm^pace^^^ 
.my troubles would livre been .sefisibly alleviated. 
But my tin oVen was -like all other^. Nev/er taking 
into account die differencei-between a snxcdl Frank- 
lin and a wide fireplace, although it bad looked tho 
f<nmi^rin ^e fa<^ so oftep, and been Jtiioes with-t 
out number crowded and jostl^.fropi its position 
before it, it said, ''Set me to the fir^, aiid I'll bake 
your bread;' if you don't, u shall stand here- raw 
till doomsday." So I was always coomeljed to 
make some provision for it. T^e &^fitteet could 
stand on the health, but *the back ones .were of the 
same lengdi, and, of c^Mirse, called for something 
to make up the ^difference between the height of 
the hearth and floor/ Slides of wood and chips — ^I 
had like to have said^stones, but-K>f these we had 
none-*-*were the aiticie^ most in ;demand for thiisi 
use. But ^01 these^ when piled Jpodely upon each 
other, are not the most "stable foundation, it will 
not be wondered at, that jtny oven sometimes went 
over and poured out the half-baked Ipaves upon 
the floor. 

But, beside diese mechanical pbst^leSr theret 



was aziodior difficalty attoodant iipoar b^king^ tjS 
much more fleribus^ import, and that was tho 
making of the broad.^ I scjiareely know, how I 
should have conquered this,, hut for the kipd in- 
structions of the excellent old lady whose barrol 
of rainrwater had been so aeceptab^ a letter oC'in** 
ti-oduotton. ~ The best qS yeast; from her own jar 
was always .at my service, aad the .most patient 
directions -^r mixing, kneading, and rising* I 
had learned in the kbboratpry that it was a most 
pemicioiis thing to jinffer bread to pass the stage 
ofsacicharipefeTiiientation; and havf no doulH; tl^t 
if any housekeeper, befbie I was (me myself, had 
Implied for insthsct^ons m making' l^ad, I couUi 
have • .delivered \quite a voluble lecthie on the 
various stages; oC. feY^entaUon, and th^ changes 
s^ndant jipon eaclu /.JBut theoiy is (me thmgv 
practice- another $ and though the knowledge I 
had derived ftota. our Wmiented .{NrofessQi: was by. 
BO meaoff useless, yet it did not make taiy first nor 
my second loaf of; bread as good as that of ^my 
neighbor, who had never re^ a page of chemistry* 

- However,, the n^yatenea of sponge, fi^t mixing, 
mouldmg^ and second rising, became &uniliaraft^ 
' a. few sour experiehces, 1^ 1 could, with mwAi 
^^^mplaceney, set a plate o^my own good b^ead 
before my husband. I had <)ne other maiu diffl-s 
caby ; and that was to ke^ this last-named peraop- 

, affe from nuUung a private grocery aiid meat-^house 
of my litdeplace. J^ever man looked kt the con^ 
soming poweteof two com|!non mdividuald through 
inch enormous mi^fliifyiiig letases 1 - T^<^ described 
[by Mr. Weller teSergeaht Buzfuz, were wthiiig 
to them ! Four dozen quails, and half a dozeu 
rabbits, purchased in one day, it will be confessedi 
Was rather a large provision, abating the innumer- 
able fancies for salt-fish, and corned beef, which 
q2 
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one might take "before these were conBumed. We 
tried, under this profuse administra^on, the salted 
quail) and, I hesitate not to say, for the benefit of 

gosterity, th^ tli*ey bear no comparison to the 
•esh bird. . The same testimony will apply to the 
corned rabbit,'of which we had ^ great abundance. 
I speak of these dishes, not to boast of the dainti- 
ness of t>uf fare^ but because* they are, I 'think, 
anomalies* in the gastronomic world, and because 
I wish that 4^e young housekeeper who has never 
had so formiaable</a purchase to dispose -oi^ may 
flidniiire our ingenuity. Truth compels me to say, 
however, that a considerable portion' of this game 
afterwards, made its escape iby die side door, with- 
out having, seen the interior of my saucepans. 

The period to which I looked' forward \^ith 
most' trepidatioii, wa^ the s^ssi^n of Cottrt. My 
better half being in tiie legal profession, it would, 
of course; be incumbent 6n us to, enlertam some , 
of the brel^eh wliom this eve^rt: would. x^all to-, 
gether. Getting up a formal dinner was an affair 
(]juite beyond njy comprehension., I. had paid so 
little attention tp the externals; of the art; tbiat X 
did not even know how a table should look, when 
laid, to say nothing c^ the formidable detail ^by 
which it was brought aboutt. The firU dinner ^ 
thevefore, was likely, to be quite an event. While 
it was yet 4n Jufura, Hal made his appearance at. 
our little domiisile^ . I laid all my troubles before 
him, but he bade me be ef good cheer, promisinfir 
to preside over the cuuine himself when the drea£ 
ed day* came, JBin'd comforted "me by asserting that 
he could prepare a handsomer dinner than half 
the housekeepers of the village, and that both of 
us together must make a brilliant thing of it. 

Behold us, then, on the morning of the eventful 
day, all stir and earnestness* The moment the 
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professional moiety of the household left, the con- . 
Bultation began. I was n6t in the condition of 
Elise, whoiii Mts. Gunilja relieved, at a very late 
hour, with a pair of chickens. Mjr ptirveyor had 
been at his^ large purchases again, and I had 
lamb; quails, chickens, and pig. jlnthe perplexity 
of choosing I turned Ho Hal. - ' 

'" Which shall I take ] for yoii know it is in^os- 
sible to prepare more than one." ^ ' 

" Let If be Ae lamb, then, l^all means, It wiU 
be more sttb'stantial as a solitary dish than chick- 
en or quail, ^d will* not, on an average, compel 
so many of your guests to cannibalism as. the other 
four-footed animal "would.'' ' f/ '^ 

**Be quiet, Sir Impudence. I don't employ cooks 
to makeoommentd On ray guests. But if you think 
die lamb Will be better than ieitber'of the' other meats, 
let us decide upon it.' How shall it-be icooked 1" 

"You' have, but oneway-^ leg of lamb, will 
hardly go into a three-pint sauc^an. You must 
roast it of course'; and if ybu have ^dinner at two, 
it must go to^the firer about twelve." 

** But tliere is a difficulty," I replied, " about 
roasting which my limited practice has not yet 
enabled me to overcome. That Is to tell when the 
meat is' done ! and 'a small degre^e of over or under 
doing, you know, ruins the whole for nice palates;'* 

** Oh leave that to ftie,"«aid my assistant. " Til 
keep all that right. • You make the vfixTous other 
things ready, and prepare the roast, and I'll bo 
here in time io superintend, it. I'm going over to 
see the Sucker court noWi'^ 

"Well, don't fail of being here al; halF past 
eleven, for I shall be in a fever if you do" 

" No, good by." . ^ : 

I spent the remainder of the morning' in the ^rab- 
ordinate duties of preparing potatos, turnips, to^ 
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matos, et eel. Tbe Bifrrowness of my aparttiieiit 
compelled me to restore everything to order as fbit 
■si disordered it ) I could not leave & utensil soiled, ^ 
because tjiere was no spare place which it could 
occuj^. No vessel of water which had been once 
used could rewuii st^din^ ; for my h<^ew ^are» 
beside the tea-kettle and firjrpg-pan, was confined to 
the thx^e saucepans aLreltdy n&med. J had but one 
table and the three slH>rt shelves before described, 
md on, or about these, alkmy preparations had to be 
made. Such v^ry limited conveniences^ for house ' 
l^eeping Susies* drew. the deejpest commiseratioD 
firom die neighboring ladies who visited me, and 
yet, fitran^e -as it may seem, I thought they were 
qUlte uncalled for.V My et^e ' unacquaintance 
with practical housekeeping,. -while it doubtless- 
^;n]iltiplied -the feW car^s I Jbad, reudered me una* 
ble to appreciate a more ;^orable condition^ sa 
^al itwa^, alier aQ, a source, ^fmut^ content. I 
bad no better state with which to compare this, and 
^a& therefore ready at all times to pronounce it 
good. With a few alterations whidb I could have 
suggested; f sbould have thought it unexception* 
able. . .. .^ " - 

In the initiatory stages of the dinner, when 
doubts of my success wopld-roe to torment me, I 
had one stronghold to flee to ^r comfort That 
ivas my dessert There wasjia doubt about it. 
My pumpkin jlies were' as good 'as ever graced a 
New Bnglatfd thanksgiving, and the peaches de- 
licious ! And then,, too, I was certain of good 
coffee. Mr. F, had taught^ me the Parisian mode 
rf makii^g it, and ,there was no chance of failure. 
So between the doubts and hopes, pretty nearly 
balanced (for what would the dessert he if the 
meat were spbiled), I got through the morning. 
Punctually, a little before twelve, canie Hal AUl 
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of inaryBknis tl^ngs to relate alxMit tfae^ court room, 
and the people, ^nd the functionaries, more espe- 
^ally the jnagei The p^rson^apearance of>thisr 
gentleman he declared to be very extraordinary, 
liis wardrobe demonstrated that ne had been on . 
a long circiut and left his valise at ^e first stop- 
ping^place. One could scarce Tefrain condoling 
with him, arid offering die loan of a change of 
linen. He^ patronized the., nerer^-failing uniform 
of ajeanscojat' and pantaloons; the latter so mu'di' 
Worn,, that .really it was wonderful . he had not re- ^ 
inembered tb'Drder 'a new -pair, in place of thc»e 
he paust have^lefK Sp overflowing wa& the youth's 
mind with recollections of the'(%iirt}-house, that 
I had some difficidty ''in bringing- 4iiin back to the 
leg of lamb. Bdt this was effected at last, ^ndthe 
earnest business of the day commenced. Boil and 
qroast ^iiras t)ie -burthen of our. song till half-past 
one. But the tribulatio]:^ We were iik T or rather 
I, for Pal was picked ^bugh to enjoy any per- 
plexity. The lamb began to shrink as 9pon $a it 
was thoroughly warm0d through, and 'continued 
to dimiriish till he declared anotbei'hfdf hour would 
use up its very shadow*. / - ' 

" It must have been killed when die moon -was 
in j^arig^ce," said he, **for no. position of the hea- 
venly bodies, less, extraordinary, could prod]ice 
such an effe<it.^ "^ ' ^ 

It w'as too late now to repair 'the'consequences 
of this qnaccountable freak ; and its diminutive 
«^»pearance when plac&l.iipon^e large dish I had 
reserved for it, nearly made me desperate. What 
would my guei9ts think of such a solitary piece of 
lamb ! What a misery, I thought, that apologies 
have been so worn out by their unmeaning use, 
that one cannot now be uttere<l without the mrfeit 
<of 6e^-respect# I can never explain the true £ffi- 



190 LIFE IN PKAUtlE Is/LVJh 

caltj here, for I should burst inta on uncontrollable 
laugh, over the Trasting lamb. I can never telf 
them why I did not prepare another dish, because 
v^htle I was expatiating on the inelastic capacities of 
a smalLFranklin, abd three half^grown saucepans, 
they v^ould be weighing some point< ia evidence 
or law, and wondering why women would talk 
forever about such^ small matters ! There v^as 
but one way^ «ad that was to be silent. The mo- 
meiit I made this discovery, I was at-rest. If there 
be any excellence^ aboiU my^pbilosopfiy of life, it 
is that of adopting heartily, and at once, whatever 
way seems clearly to be right, no. matter how much 
it miiy conflict with-preconceivedieelings or opin* 
ions. Thb disposition, -ability, or jvhatever one 
may please to terik) it, has 6aved.me many hours oi 
indecision,: coojplaiht, and pming. . It is so much 
happier, not to have one's .energies^ and -desires 
warring with each other-^^ot to be debating 
between the right and the wrong— -wishing to 
pursue the -one, yet. unabli^ to abando.n the oUiet^. 
If. my moralizing over <» ^hrupkto- bit oC lamb 
&0ems out Vf placQ* the teader. will i;en^mber^that 
I^had extricatle^ myself^from grea|; tiibulaticm by 
'resolving to treat my dinner asJf it were worthy, 
not only -of my own respect, but thut of my guests 
also. .^ _ ' . ' 1 • 

My temperature, however, was a littje raised by 
the sudden neflectid^ that Mr. 1^. might double the 
- proposed number o/ guests, if he could find, among 
his acquaintances; so, many that were unengagedT 
He would forget the size ofth^ house, the size of 
the stov^, and the size of hi^ v\rife's capacity as 
cook, and bring as many as. if all these had beea 
on the most extensive scale. Fortunately, the rec- 
ollection of this indefinite hospitality did not seize 
me, until j^st as the tide of learning and law was 
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flowing out jof the white wooden temple, and-I waft 
soon fi&er able to distinguish our little party, lim- 
ited to the original number. Two of the guests 
wrare strangers to me; the third scarcely other- 
ivise. When the ceremony of introduction was 
over, they were seated in the little front bedroom, 
and r^retired to disl^up the dinner. , H«il was mis- 
sing, and I could not call him; the partition was 
too thin. While I was externally busied with the 
Tegetables, and internally ^eAOuncing the friend 
who could forsake one in theTiour of severest trial, 
-the po]pular balf of the great back door swung open, 
and the waggish face of my extemporp cook was 
thrust cautiously in. '^ • 

" X say," he e:^claimed in a whisper, -** consider* 
ing the lamb, I nHi^ as well take a, botanizing tour 
while you are alt dmneV, eh y* 
' "Be .off," I replied, " andlBotanize, or do any 
other tiding -jou please, but don't eome^^ere to 
perplex -me now, -when I have so many weighty 
matters Uf adjust.** ... 

" You don't can thQ mutton iveighty? Just put 
a <;oupie of quails into onor of those things there 
that never rest, -and we'll have the better dinner y^t. 
, It's a pity you hadn't something to lay arbund that 
fraction of .roasted lamb;^' te turning: Jirovokingly 
to the sore subject ;. " shall I get you a hahdful pf 
greens froiji th^ prairie V 

**<^„ be merciful, Hal, and gd'atVray for an 
hour, if ;yoU woh?t sit down to dinned with us. 
' When you come back, I'll have a quail ready for 
you.^ _ : : • , • 

** Wdll, gopd bye ;" but a moment after the iace 
reappeared. 

'* Just allow me tb suggitot that you had better 
not take any of the lainK ' You need not look at 
the dish when you decline, but just carry it off wkh 
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a Graham air> as if. you jthimglit the leas aii]f on^ 
ate of it the better. 

" Now, sir, if y^iii add another word to-your im- 
pudent counsel, you shall go elsewhere for dinner; 
speak only once again/' said I, seizing atumbler 
of water, "and rU^'* - 

The. door slowly "^closed, and my tormentor dis- 
jappeared. I ai^ran^ed my \ various ^ishes^ unfas* 
tened my working-apron, and was folding it, prer 
paratory to inviting in .my guests, when the f^oe, 
• a^n iooked in. .i • . \ 

"Shall I not comd in and pour the water for 
.you ] It is; rather tsjf awkward busin^s|(." 

"Nevertheless I am fbUy competent to it myr 
^If. Judge .if I am not,"' ai)4 &iV.ay went the 
tumbles I' had menaced him witll plimap in }m 
face. He was fajrly rid of^now, beyond a doub^, 
for the door shut quickly, and a han&erchief was 
put in rdquisidon oq bis sti^eamipg face iLnd heacl 
When I hi^d enjoyed; the ^}6ke sufl^ciently to be 
grave, I invited the' gentlemen itatake seats. . One 
of them was. good-natured 'enough to. ptatde the 
lamb, though it mus^ haVe been execrable. Wh^Ei 
they left it, there remained an abuhdant supply f<Mr 
a much larger company. ^ But the 'i^offee was in- 
dubitably good, the, pie ditto, and the peaches and 
cream required no praise. 

I got through the meal without re<ceiving any 
very distipi^t, impression of the . characters of the 
party, except that ^ne appeared a slow man, with 
heavy thoughts which came to, the surface, sorae^ 
what as a load of cost! comes Ap from dark mines, 
and seemed not a little astonished to find them- 
selves there. Aliother" seemed to be halting be- 
tween two species of «mimate existence, his ears 
not being long enough to give him an undisputed 
position m one, and all other quaUficadonSi except 
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tlie power of iq)eech, too abort to entitle bim to a 
pluce in the other. The ^ird was a Kentuckian 
— a member of the legislature— -an honest man of 
free but not elegant speech. A man who thought 
truly, but made some ludicrous blunders in giving 
utterance to his ideas. The ^hara^iter of a high 
public functionary came under discussion, and this 
gentleman testified to hia being ^ the most indig- 
nant m«ki" be had ever seen. I had befok^e beard 
bis honor l^oketi of as rather pugnacious, atkL sup- 
posed thiS' to bd the Kentucky style of expressing 
tbe same tbing. ^ The most indignant man, ma£ 
am,*' said he^ tbrning to me; ^'be has no more 
dignity thai| a schoolboy !^' ^ 

'* Indeed, sir ; if ibtat he tm^, I think be bas 
ample occasion to' be indignant*' 

** Take soine moise o^ the finite m^^n*,'^ said my 
husband ; ^' help yourself, sir/' 

'< Thank you^ I'll Mdeew^,** was the character- 
Isticxepty* - j 

At last die dinner was over. What with law, 
blnnders, and- nonsense, tbe get^tlemen adjpumed 
to tbe cooit-room, uid I sat like a feminine Ma- 
rius looking over the ruins, when the &ce I bad so 
recently washed without^ consent of the owner, 
peeped in at a crack of the, great door, and asked 
if there '^was any mutton k^V' 

" Come in and see,** I replied, " and look weB, 
to your conduct, or I shall try the virtues of cold 
water again.'* 

' ' But this time I shall be able to retlizn it, so it will 
behove you, madam« to look to your ways also. 1i 
you do me another such favor on credit, I shall feel 
bound to reciprocate both — with interest.'* 

We, however, got through with no more hydro- 
pathic sparring; and when the house, ie., the 
13 ' H 
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back-room, was fairly set in order again, I fek no 
little ground of self-gtatulation that my first din- 
ner was BO creditably over. 



c!hapter XX. 

As the autumn advances toward winter in the 
*' prairie land,** nature* as everywhere else, loses 
her benign aspect. Heavy winds from the west 
and north sweep over the immense plains, shaking 
their brown, crumbling herbage on ^the unbumed 
regions, a^d howling with a sharper tone over the 
tracts that have been left naked and black by thi 
fire. Much rain usually desponds in the month of 
November, and slight falls of snow commence in 
the latitude of 4 1^. about the middle of the follow- 
ing .month. But they rarely whiten the ground tiH 
much later in the season. The roads are ftight- 
fiilly bad. until the rains are over, and the firost 
locks up the surface of the earth. Th^e is then 
rarely snow enough te- make sleighing in the 
beaten trabks. The- greatest depth seldom exceeds 
five inches, the average is about two and a ha]£ 
Very few sleighs ure kept« Occasionally a young 
gentleman who bears rich recollection^ of the 
mooplight rides of the east, possesses himself of a 
nondescript article oi this Idnd ; more, however, as 
a memento, than as a means of like enjoyment in 
the new country. . \ 

The farmers usually keep a coarse vehicle, on 
which they sUde their produce to market and their 
wood home. When a ride is taken it is in this, 
rigged with the box of a farm waggon. They are 
pleasant ndes, notwithstanding the roughness of 
the conveyance. A slight fall of snow on the lons^ 
grass gives the sleigh an easy, flowing motion, and 
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you glide as gaily ovet the prairies as yon would 
along the fenced ways of the east, with a foot of 
snow beneath your polished runner. Away you to 
with nothing to restrain your motions. The wide 
domain is all unfenced } . th6 frost has bridged the 
sloughs ; and your excursion is Hounded only by 
time and the capacity of your steeds. Dashing along, 
you start up a bevy of grouse that have been shrink- 
mg under a clump oftall grsyss or weeds. Away 
they fly, their steaidy wings cuttii/g the clear dense 
ait, with a scarcely visiblemotion, till they alight at 
no great distance, ajid seek a shelter similar to the 
one they have left. The -small red wolf too occa- 
sionally crosses your path, but his gaunt foirm soon 
disappears behind some hillock, or tree, if you 
turn mto the barrens, you do not ride fer before 
the tramp of ydur horses and the merry voices of 
your party startle some timid hungering deer from 
Ifis browsing, and sencb him bounding over the 
snowy stirflfcce, with a tread filmost as light and 
fleet as the wind thlct fQllows him. If a rifle has 
been clandestinely stowed beneath .the buffalo 
robes, it is produced now id 'quick time, but the 
ladies one and all declare that it shall not be dis- 
charged at the fugitive. If if is leveled! at him, 
they bush it aside, or strike it up into the^ir, so 
th^t tne sportsman, if he persist, sends his ball 
among the' naked boughs, or if reasonable, lays it 
aside, and contents his savage heart with a promise 
to come out next daiy, unattended by ** th^se foolish 
women." 

The quail dodges^ about farm-yards, grain-fields, 
and woodland, and during air the winter months is 
trapped in immense numbers. I/have known them 
offered in" market at sixpence a dozen. Na meat 
surpasses them for richness and delicacy of flayoi*. 
Broiled, fricasseed, roasted, or fried, they are in- 
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comparable. But one must have more stomach 
than soul to devour the little charmers, without 
some compunctions. The bare recollection of one 
ai the cheerful, happy-lookine little beings who 
has' tripped, along in the road before you when, 
jou were taking a summer ride or walk, the de- 
lightful feature that his presence lent to the land- 
scape^ apd the charm of his clesu* voice, ringing 
through the cops^d and groves, must, if you have 
any love of these things, detract irom. the mere, 
palate pleasure before you. Yet notwithstanding 
all these appeals to the higher ^ense of nmn» mil- 
lions of these beautiful Mt£l» creatiu:eS are every, 
winter devoured. 

The winters of these western regions are much 
i^orter and less severe than tho^e in the same lati- 
tudes in the . eastern states. . Indeed, this reason 
scarcely sets in- till the middle of Dec^nber. j^er 
this the cold is oflen as intense as is ever experi- 
enced below the high latitudes of the New England 
states; but its period of duration is v6ry short. 
Two or three dayj^ at most of such weather are 
invariably followed by fair, sunny days, often mild 
as those of June; the faardvtix)dden streets of 
towns become quite dry, and even, dusty ; soft, 
pleasant winds firomth^ aouth , prevail throughout 
the day ; . your fires die away in the bright sunlight 
that pours throng the op^ doprs and windows. 
Sometimes these days are attended by warm rains, 
which soften the soil and make tl|e rosuls and streets 
almost impassable. It seems then as if spring 
were at hand. You almost watch for tender grass 
to spring through the dead herbage that covers the 
prairies. But these pass away, and. presently the 
frost-king is down upon us again, his cold breath 
searching every cranny and chmk of the rude cabin 
of the Sicker, and the unfinished house of the more 
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ambitious settler. I do not mean to say that so 
mild a temperature as I have described is invaria- 
ble at this season. * Yet no' J)er8on can spend a 
winter in the region to which I refer, without ex- 
periencing many such days. ' Farther south, in the 
latitude of Vandalia and Kaskieiskia, they make a 
considerable part ^ the season. 

. The most otgectionable feature of the climate of 
A\\ these valley states north of the Ohio, is the sud- 
den and extreme; changes to which it is liable. The 
mercury sometimes rises ma.ny degrees in a few 
minutes, and often falls as rapidly. 

I remember one of these changes which occurred 
in the winter of ^37,wrheni;Jie mercury fell incred- 
ibly in a very few minutes. There had been a 
slight fall -of snow two or three days previous, 
which the watrm sun had converted into water, and 
left standing in pools till 'over the surface of the 
frozen ground. The mommg was mild, and the 
flfun filhone bi;ight till a few minutes beforfe eleven, 
when the air became suddenly chilly, and in less 
than ten minutea the whole ft,ce of the earth was 
locked as under a I>apland wint^. Many perscms 
lost their lives by the sudden and extreme cold. . 
Travelers over the large prairies had no means of 
escape, and for several days tidings were continu- 
ally coming* in, of some unfortunate victim who 
had perished^ ' An old gentleman and his daugh- 
ter had left a'little town north of us for their hom^ 
jwx miles away just before the change, and never 
reached it. Three men on horseback were cross- 
ing a large prairie on the. south, all df whom per- 
ished, vnth their steeds. One of them, in hopes to 
escape by unitifig to his . own *he warmth of his 
horse, had removed the entrails of the animal, and 
crept into the cavity ! T^ey were all found the next 
day, a short distance from each other, stark and sttffi 
r2 



108 LIFB IN PRAIRIE LAND* 

In the northern part c^the state the winters are 
longer, th^ snow foils deeper, and ^e cold, though 
not always more intense, is of longer duration. 
But the prairies here' /are divided into smaller 
tracts, and partially sheltered hy copses of wood, 
so that the long winter does not rave so fiercely 
over them as it would ov^r the wide savannahs 
fiuther south. The deep snow occasionally leads 
to dreadful destruction among the deer. It is often 
crusted over, so as to bear the weight of a tnan, 
while their long,, slender Ihnbs plunge into ity 
and sink them .beyond the bope of extricatfon^ 
In this helpless condition, the terrii^d creatures 
are overtaken, and often crueUy :beaten to death, 
by barbarians whose only ol^ect is to destroy them. 
Sometimes they are. not even removed, and at 
others only the choice parts are taken off and car- 
ried home for use. The unmitigated barbanty-of 
these merciless hunter^is more clearly demonstrate^^ 
toward spring, when starvation has left the deer a 
feeble skeleton. In this state he can be of no value 
whatever, yet the ruthless butchery continues add- 
ing another to the many evidences that blood- 
sh^ddino^ may become a pleasant recreation. 

The fickleness of, the wintry season greatiy im- 
pairs the farmer's chance of Success with £aJl crops., 
In those regions inhere the surffice is not covered 
with snow, the small grains which the eastern far- 
mer is accustomed to sow in the fall, have little 
prospect of comitig to much strength of maturity ; 
but this disadvantage is, According to all western 
agriculturists, compensated tenfold by tiie gigantic 
growth of summer. - 

One of the most trying conditions of western life 
is the first winter, which finds the settler moved out 
of his warm cabin into the itew house which he has 
erected fin* himself, but not finished. The former 
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te^nement hds aflRirded good securily kgamst the 
greatest degree of cold. Its ' thick walla, chinked 
between the logs with triangular bits of wood, 
plastered neatly in with clay, have been impervious 
to the biting frost. The wide fireplace has afford- 
ed abundant facilities for imparting warmth ; and 
the heavy floor, if, well put together, has protected 
the feet withoiit a carpet. But since tlie last win- 
ter passed away, the hew framed hous^ has been 
erected. Boards split by his own hands form its thin 
outside walls, anad these are generally for the first 
year the only thing .inteiposed between the bitter 
elements and * the shive^mg' tenants. No wonder 
then, that the cups freeze to^the saucers while they 
are at table, or that the chicke^n or grouse from 
l^hich they htive j^ugt break£eisted, is thoroughly 
frosted over while the housewife is setting away 
the remains of^the meal. These are trying times. 
Quilts arb put in requisition, in place of lath and 
plaster, the fire is kept on active duty, and food is 
abundaiit. Hope too whimpers that such weather 
cannot long continue. A few pinqhing days, and 
the bright sup and the warfh wipds will steal in 
where fiie keen cold now enters, and be all the 
more welcome for th^ copstrast. One, two, and 
8ometiQie9 liiree winters «re worn out^in this way. 
The material for finishing houses is scarce; labor 
is still more difficult to procure ; and, moSt of all, 
the great length^of the warm season and the thou- 
sand delights which the external world furnishes, 
relax the care and ^energy which under circum- 
* stances loss favorable to other enjoyments, would 
prove a, more efficient security against the rigors 
of this season. 4- l>ke want of forecast against the 
inclemencies of winter inarks the whole economy 
of the early agriculturists of these genial regions. 
Their cattle are no better cared for than them- 
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telves. . No hnxn^ or outbuU^gi, e«c#pi; ft •mall 
qom crlb^ are constructed fyr years jafter they set* 
tie on a farm. This neglect is- doubtless owing, in 
p£^, to the scarcity of material for building to tho 
aefective state of tJle cCiechanic an^, and nearly aa 
much, perhaps, to the ui^settled feeli^ expepenced 
by these strange lovers of the freedom of fitmtier life. 

Liable at any moment to be pressed upon ia Ida 
chosen bome by jeastem emigrants, ^the western 
farmer feels that h»«giust retreat from it« He has 
little sympfitby with thie Fiving tide that ia 1k>wiiig 
over ms beautiful plains from the la^d g£ the risinff 
sun, and when it ^as passed and closed .«roiiM 
him, he feels a stranger in his oym hcsap. The 
pharms for which he loved xhe country are wi 
longer th^e, the spirit, which bound, hem fxy if 
dwells not in the thrifijf growing e^^tes of hia 
Yankee neighbors., It' has fled to the untenaBted 
plains beyond, and^thither he mueit follow it .Of 
what av^l then ware it to build^ «s if his Hfe were 
to be spent here 1 He must be ev^ moving, ever 
in the van of civiUzationi pressing hard upon the 
{ndian, wjiose ^tstep brushes the £rst dew from 
the face of nature in tiU these ma^iflcent king* 
4om6 of her richest \veidth. * 

But I am departiiig from^ winter and winter life 
on the prairies. The firesides of niaHy &miliee 
present something of the aspect which those of our 
grrandsires did in the easterii statQs. The Muall 
wheel employs the .females in the. hours not de» 
voted to the cares of the family. The bunch .of 
linen grows day by day, a,nd'by and> ty the smmd 
of the loom may be heard from the chambe.r^Hr the 
adjoining room, if; there be om^. The. men look 
after their cattle, husk their com at die shock. in 
the field, a^d if preparations for building. the next 
season are m progress, spend, the remaining tioEie in 



preparing (timhev, dplitting bmotti, ^tt^of^ eUiigfot^ 
and in ereiy ot&er wsy^making dieir own bandtf 
perfom the duties of the vjoiotis.MiillS) nachinMi 
and inBtnimentfty ^fhkk tAa&v9ki0r& r^^wt the cul* 
tiYatCM* of die soil of these dntiefi. "When nothing 
of this kind employs them, j^iey fasten a house tn 
a little *^^n^' or jumper,* take a gan, and diiving 
arcHind the corn-fields of l^e vioinirf, ^loot grouse 
enough for axMe or two diimers, and return home 
to read or de m^M^tever else seems good, uktil the 
return of eveninff biings fresh wants to bejsupplied 
at die fitrm^yafd, or some social neighbor to chat 
away the 'hours at the fireside. 

Navigation is suspended on the sl^ams of the 
ii^imor, and on the upp^ Mississippi, for a few 
weeks. I^ usually opens toward ^e laist of Jan^ 
nary, seldom later thm the first of the succeeding 
mondi. The ice bridge, -Jbow^Teo, is not to be 
trusted. TVIiile it vemaW^icheiEiedbreVit is a«erio>U8 
obs(ad0 to thos^ whose bu&iness or pleasure leads 
them over unbridged stt^^uns^ and son^'ef the 
most painfiil aooideBts haW oconrfed Th. afttismpting 
to cross them. I recollect cme that took place 
during the last winter I spent ih the coimtry. A 
party of four or five young personft Bet out toward 
evening to cross the Illinois, fi>r the purpose of 
attending. a ball in. the village opposite their place 
of residence. The river at this jplace is widened 
into what is, in ihis country, termed a lake. The 
width, at die poiiit of czossing,- is probably between 
half and a quarter of a n^s. The weather had 
been remarkably niild for^'soxne days, and^ the 
crossing was considered extremely precarions^ 
but 'th^ love ,of gaiety predominated over pm- 
dejttce, and the.pai:ty entered on the dull, saturated 

* A miniature sleigh, eacH shaft and runner of which is made 
of one long bough b^t up ih front. ' 
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ice. Tbey bad proceeded bat a few yards from 
tbe abore* when it gave way, and plunged tbem 
all in« Fortunately^ tbe water, was sballow, and 
many trees and sbrubs grew &r but fit>m tbe bank. 
Tb^y caugbt at tbese, and». with almost super* 
buman exertion, climbed into tbeir brancbes, and 
were all saved; thougb.tbey nearly perisbed of 
tbe cold before^ relief came. It^was not until s 
late bour <^ tbe fc^winff morning, tbat tbeii- 
situation- was- discpvered by some one passing 
n^ar tb6 water's edge ; and tben some time was 
consumed in getting a passage for a boat Ibrou^ 
tbe ice, wbicb was now broken up and moving 
slowly ofil One of tbe females, wben taken from 
ber perilous position, was 'stupefied and belpless. 
All, bowever, recovered. 

Tbe ice generally moves about tbe last of 
January. Nayigation is then uninteirupted, till 
midsummer fieduces tbe streams, and leaves tbe 
*'barR," which occur at frequent intervals, tpo 
scantily covei'ed widi water to allow a Steamboat 
of ordinary draft to pass them. Xliis is true onl^ 
of tbe tributaries of tbe Mississippi and Missouru 
The. latter streams are supplied with an abund^ 
ance of water during tbe lAole year. 



CHAPTER XXL 

It is always pleasant to resmfie communication 
with the world aroun4» wben tbe icy fett^B of 
winter are cast oflf. Every one rejoices that the 
great highways are again open, even tbougb be 
may expect to derive no personal pleasure or 
benefit tberefix>m. This feeling, united with tbe 
anticipation of the approaching jubilee of nature, 
makes the settlers m^tbe vicinity of navigable 
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Streams rejoice to hear of die ** first steamboat." 
And as the sun wheels himself day by day higher 
in 'our heavens, and the chill winds ar^ £»llowed 
oftener and longer, by soft airs from the south, and 
the eyenings grow mild, and the frogs begin to 
pipe in the meist. spots on tiie prairies, one's very 
heart leaps to meet the benignant -spirit of the 
opening year. 

How intense has been .my enjoyment of such 
seasons in Prairie Land! How enlire the happi- 
ness, with which we have stood by our door at a 
late hour on -some i^ild March evening, when all 
sounds of-hupian life were hushed in our little 
village, and listened to\ the thousatid minute und 
gentle voices by which nature announced her 
emancipation from the grim idgor of the hoary 
winter ! Millkms of the tittle creatures just named, 
tenants of the s}oughs and lew giaoimds moistened 
by the rains' and melted snows, send forth their' 
cheerful chorus to the night. The moon shines 
&intly thi;ough a vei} of mist and smoke, accumu- 
lated from the slow fires that have all day crept 
lazily through the ^satufi^ted grass. Delicious 
breezes pr^s gently over th6 vast plains^ with a 
soleiah ceaseless sound, that subdues and yet 
gladdens the soul ! In such an. hour the mind is 
all unchained from its materiaL fetters-^free^-rits 
concepdoQs large as nature herE^lf. It floats with 
the evening winds over all thef dim region, searches, 
like tbem, every recess in plain or grove, teeming 
with young life^ and ready, when a few more 
sum^ days shall have passed, to burst into visible 
and joyous beauty. Sympathy, thought, emotion, 
when nature. is in such a mood, scorn all laws of 
time and place; and career through every period, • 
and over all the regions of space. What are. 
nations and empires the most potent, to the ex-> 
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b!tmacecf£vAdt^m\ndiBCODmak>Wi'l TKemightiMI 
events of earth sink. into insigniiicance before its 
own exulting sense of being. It asks.no pow^r 
but diat wfaick it can ^diieve fbr itself. It sees 
nei^MT joy nor pain, m the definite acts of life, 
whatever be dieir iiature. It asks only to go 
abroad with the unfbkyaig of the omnipotent spirit 
that breathes around it, of which it feels itself a 
pait* AH its past is but a point^>^ail its future 
eternity 1 It inquires not how or whence it came, 
eares not fi^r liie -circnmstances in which it finds 
itself, but regotoes in being-*->itself the most 
wonderfiil of all the mysteries which it cares not 
now to solve. Nature, in all her vast extet^, her 
manifold operations, is within its gra^. Clouds, 
Tolcanos, oceans, tempests^ mountains, des^rts-*-^ 
^ secret workings of the vital and physical laws, 
die innumerable forms of Hfe and^ matter ; all the 
beauty of tlie world which is just bursting into 
life ; all the glory of the millions: that; have passed 
aWay, become only sources of ^xt^aisite pleasure. 
They waken no inquiry, they seem no mystery. 
We live in the past as n it were the presetit ; we 
are tenants of ak time. We seize, fin* a moment, 
oar place in the spirit worid, and look upon mate^ 
rial nature as if we were no longer a part of it. 
What are such Teachings 6£' the tnind but a 
lengthening of die bonds by which it is allied to 
Omnipotence 1 Are, tiiey not foretastes of its un- 
fiiia<^kled fiitiire, glimnpeB of its eternity-— faint and* 
brief^ surely, yet sumcient to make us tej6ioe that 
it is not desdned ti) reside ever with matter? Who 
is not richer 'for such a moment? Whose soul 
does liot thrill with a joy unutterable, when this 
chord has beeir swept by the breath of nature, to 
find how deep and nch are the tones it yields, in 
making up the harmony of his being? Who does 
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Bdt desoend.4o eiurtlv &<itn exkch ecstatic fligbts, 
bappiex and better fen* the exquisite sebse which 
has bf>eo kindled by them ! His love of the ma- 
terial l>eauty and harmony which has anmn^oned 
him from himself is a thousandifold stronger. They 
are no longer regarded . tnei^ely as objects of da- 
light to the faculties which, perefive them, but^ as 
links to draw us higher, as incense laid on th^ 
altar of our hearts,^ to kmdle therein •brief but 
angelic %htrf Blessed be nature-r-beautUul, life- 
enkindling nature 1 Blessed be th^ thousand arts 
by which she appeals to our love and reverence. 
Bud, le&f, and' tree, "raging tempest and gentle 
life^istilUpg dew— fathomless . ocean and clear, 
moss-bound spring-rrblessed ^te ye ail/ Abd 
thrice-blessed and adored be the wisdom which 
has enabled us to see all these, and. feel ourselves 
partakers of their being, th^ir beauty, and their 
power. 

The majestic sileince (for the -rich music of na- 
ture is silenii^ to. the soul that harmonizes with it) 
in which such Amotion can alone live, is deep on 
the dark plains si^ound its. ,No discordant sound 
of life— no jarring stir«^no hum of art or toil, 
breaks on ^e souL^ Its pinion soars untiring — its 
keen s^nse is drawn evec onward, but only by the 
voices which Omnipotence has called forth. The 
human world is all absent; goao, faded away in the 
inunense distance, ; !WWt «ound is thai; which re- 
calls the ear to its jnortalseote* at this deep hour? 
A slow, measured mto)h» ^hkh you deem for a 
Qioment might be the. deeper bass of the universal 
choir — the cloud voice* answering to the solemn 
spirit of the night* Whence comes it ] It is dis- . 
tant, but belongs to earth. It. di^olves the spirit 
fabric in which we have been enshnped, and leaves 
the keeoly seni^ive soului^hieldedj until it again 
S 
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enters the mortal, and adapts itself to its told aibodei 
Earth is here again, with all its fornm of beauty 
and notes of harmony, to waken admiration, won- 
der, and love. The vision is past. Sensations and 
emotions belonging to the mortal-, come again, aU 
summoned from their slumbers', by this one note 
froih the humaq world. What is i^ ^ A moment's 
attention tells you*. 

Far off in that forest, behind whose leafless 
boughs the sun set, and the twilight faded, Hes a 
stream — a riv«r. Its dark waters flow slowly on- 
ward, between rich banks, wooded with the giga^ 
tic black walnut, ^the graceful elm, the slight and 
mobile cottoff-wood. Nearer the margin &e red- 
bud already begins to swell,, and * close beside it^ 
the pure white blossoms of the dog-wood are un- 
folding. So. that even now, before the trees afe 
clothed with their young leaves, these beautiful 
shrubs enliven long lines of the dull, brown forest 
' with chaste and exquisite colors. As the winds 
career along the l^urface of the waters, they^bend 
and dancfe above them ; and when their more ma- 
jestic neighbors shall put on the vernal garb, they 
will fling their petals to the i^ciam, and mingle in 
'the common w6rld o£ leaves about them. In all 
the still, curren^^s nooks of this stream, myriadji 
of wild fowl are now engaged in preparing for their 
young. Occasionally d kream overhead, and ^e 
sound of swift wings cutting the. air, announce that 
another paity has 'arrived from the sunny south, to 

ioin them. If you were near that river, you would 
lear their small talk all the night, as they glide 
about in the water. And sweet music it is, to one 
who loves the wild and unrestrained in nature. 
Here they have built their temporary home& and 
reared their young, from time immemorial. And 
here, Icmg years ago/ they were unmolested in 
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llieBe cares and pleaaares. The ^^d tenants of 
the woods and stc^ams passed them by, \dthout 
barmy and if man came tJiere, he came- silently. 
The slight canoe shot through the waters' with a 
sound that scarcely struck their ear till it was gone. 
:<The nisht was pro^mndly -quiet — the day brought 
no. htrsh sounds,* no waste of joyous life, no giants 
rushing through the still waters, casting their 
waves far up on the shore, to return laden with 
mire and earth. Now, how changed! Monsters 
•plough the bosom of the liver, whose boarse voices 
ring through the silent valley for miles; whose 
-eyes are fire, whose breath is destruction. Long 
•befi)re they approach, their measured marchings 
terrify 4beBe feathered dweUers iik the wilderness, 
and long after they are past the sound returns, and 
the disturbed waters toU leushore with an angry 
'«plash, as if they would signify their displeasure 
at such intrusion. It ifr the note of this almost liv- 
ing tlnng. diat fell On^ our ear just now. Thoueh 
nearly nine miles away, it may be plainly heard m 
peculiar states of the atmosphere. Its first few 
puffirare &int, but as it approaches nearer, .they 
swell louder into the silent air, till you almost ftincy 
you can hear the wheels dashing into the foamy 
waters. TFhen they die-away. 'Fainter and fainter 
grows the sound, and at last it is wholly lost Si- 
lence, profound as before, reigns around us, and 
dbe mighfy creation, that called us back to earth, 
is gone, to bfeak the solemn irepose* of the wilder- 
ness beyoiid. 

- Ond of the most impressive features of this 
magmficent lai^d, is the magnitude of its streams. 
' One can form na adequate conception of the e^ 
fe<^ which these watercourses have on the mind : 
the smallest of them that is ever entered by 
«teamboa^ longer than the most vaunted rivers 
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of ihe eait; the largest, half ^anaiyig a coti- 
tinent. 

To float alonff on these majestic waters^ through 
regions whose fertility and beauty we can scarce 
imagine to hare been surpassed ,by Eden itself; 
to travel thousands of i^iles through forests wiK>s6 
deep aisles reecho to no sound save the monoto- 
nous breath of your own steamer, and plains indiich 
stretch away from the water-side to the sky ! mil- 
lions upon millions of acres, sending f9rtb no sound 
or sign qf life ; silent, tenanted only by wild animals 
and at long intervals by the solitary wood-choppef , 
whose *' sha^t^e," hidden aitaong tlie trees, is indi- 
cated by the smc^e whieh . ctuls u{^ from its stick 
chiinney; or possibly by the shouts of childrdn 
around its door : to travel thus for days and even 
weeks, your steed never tiring, your speed never 
flagging, is to gather an idea of vastness, unpap- 
^iUeled except upon the ocean. Firm, inhabitable 
vastness, etery toot of which is teenung with the 
energies that support life; every acre of which 
would yield an ample ^ibsistence to large num- 
bers of the famishing and perishing thousands of 
the crowded old world. 

To set out on one of the tributaries x^ the mighty 
stream which has given mime to this immense val- 
ley, to follow this comparatively insignificant one 
tiirit is lost in the larges, and then to float on 
amid waters that have f^dlen upoi^the. mountain 
peaks an intennin^able distance toward the setting 
sun, and made their devious way through the myr- 
iad windings of forest, difl*, a^d plain, bearing mes^ 
sages from all these to the distant .ocean, awakens 
a perception of extent which it is impossible to* 
realize elsewhere. There is a sublimity in jour- 
neying on these great paters which language can- 
not describe. You feel it from (he m% moment 



you find yourself afloat It is not in looking out 
upon them. To ^e mere optical. s«nse they are 
f often less impressive than the puny streams of the 
49a8t. It is m tlp^ #s8ai[9iatien-r^t£e idea that the 
water whic^ i^pplee at your side has come firom a 
fan landf a lan^ lull of unaxf^or^ w>oi»dex» and , 
l>eauti^. The reflection open^ an inimense field 
cf thought and .iiK|uky , and ix;uEtkas you long Jtp b^ 
l^nspQttdd lo tlie c^on whidre afl^thesa ^xist. 
< But you' must lov0 nature, to enjoy this send^ 
ment There i9ust be a chord, in your mental 
existence .that will vibrate td^ the potent wand 
which summons life, beauty, and majesty to these 
vast solitudes. 

, Oh,« I love nature. The old world, burthened 
as it is with tl;e^ sublime «nd e^uisite products o£ 
hun^an eitorgy, enveloped 90 it is, with the associ- 
ations of tuoiukuous ^gedy sAkA glorified w^ the 
light of mi|^y B£dndS| is interestmg. . it teUs maiiy 
^ tale to subdue and to. enkindle the soul ; it opens 
many a iFolume . to deh^t, to astonish, to ^go»Lu$e. 
It offers a continual sjpectade of waii^gr^^horta- 
tion, and instriictian^ to him who will gaze tWeon. 
Wiser heads may^prefer this, \gat give me the free 
untrodden empire -of nature ! pive me h^ piled 
cliffs, her forest aisles, her.ohaut 0^ i*ushing winda: 
and waters, her untrained spngsters, her i^xquisite 
fi>rms and hues of beauty, and I will a^ no other. 
The lofty edifices which art, direct^ by the reli*, 
sious feelings, has wrought and piled, may waken, 
^votion in others, but ray cathedrai should be the 
overhanging cliff, my tempfe the eloquent shades. 
My wo|?sl|ip ia kindled by these into far more in- 
tense li£i than by the displays of human power. 
Living much with Mature, makes me wiser, tjetter, 
purer, and therefore, hs^ier i 

14 s 2 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



TMe spring of '37 opened lyith delicious beauty 
on tlie praine land! The growing *\v6i*Id,- botli 
animate and inanimate, seemed to rejoice in the 
departure 6£: a» unusdaHy rigorous winter. - The 
showers fell more' lightly than those of the pre-^ 
vious year, add the earth, moistened with gentle 
rains and bathed in genial sunshine, seemed more 
willing (han ever to enrich man. Happy would- 
it have been for th^ inhabitants of these -fertile re- 
gions had they obeyedi,her summons, and turned 
from the alluring ^neiertainties of speculation to 
honest, productive labor ! < But thtey had not then 
learned the bitter- lesson which the fbw.followirig 
years taught them: Men had resorted to the west 
expecting to coin the rich soil, not by expending 
patient^ labor toeoliveYt its energies into products 
useful to man, ner by erecting upon it homes'whieh 
should increase the amount of happhiess diere en^ 
joyed ; but by divi^ng it into small fractions and 
setting an inflated esinttnate upon them— an esti- 
mate ncyt atithonzed by its capacities, or the con- 
dition of the counti^ ; but dependent on the extent 
to which they could deceive each other and' them-, 
selves. So the growing population of th* rich 
savannahs disregarded all the^ strong inducements 
.which the earth held out to seek legitimate wealth 
and happiness, and left the fertile aores untilled, 
to scour the cdUntry for " town sites," which no 
one of their generation will ever see occupied. 
Time and energy Were spent in the^ fruitless 
labors, that, well directed, would have enriched 
the state. Men seemed to have forgotten that 
wealth has natural sources, without drawing upon 
which, it can never be obtained except in few and 
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^are instanceis. And, forgetting this, they plunged 
deeper and deeper into ^e mazes of speculation. 
The cloud of distress lyhich had risen over the. 
eastern World had hot y6t cast its shadow on these 
farored regions. Money was abundant^ and hope 
high. This was' the year of the " crisis" in the 
west; and the change which ^ttcceededit wa^ ter- 
ribTe. * ^ ' ' r 

* Btit the country was^now -fiill of life and energy. 
The human/ the animal, tnd the vegetable world 
seemed .alike rejoicing in the superabundant vigor 
of the seadon.' Happy and" joyous life smued 
everywhere ! Our little village had received many 
valuable families the preceding autumn, and vnth 
the first flov^ners of spring came several others, 
who had beep long Expected and were joyfully re- 
ceived. Amctog the formel-wasoiie which I shall 
introduce her^, as well for tfte interesting charac- 
ter of its members, as because there is a tragical 
Sequel to be told, by-and-by, of ih6 husband and 
fkdiei'. This familj" consisted of four — father, 
mother,, and two sons. They had emigrated from 
the metropolis of the eajst late in the preceding au- 
tumn, and spent "the vvinter in a neat little dwell- 
ings on the southeastern border of the village. 
They were members of the Society of Friends, atid 
if their form of faith were tp be accepted as the 
origin of^heir'many and exalted virtues, one could 
vrish it universal. Nowhere else were ^uth peace, 
harmony, gentleness,, and affedtion • l^und ! The 
, father was a middle-aged man, with nothing 
extraordinary in his personal appearance till the 
expression of his face, and the contour of his head, 
arrested attention. The latter woUlfl have delight- 
ed the phrenologist, the former would have won 
the affection of the most timid child. '^ Benevolence, 
kindness, mingled with justice, ^nd a proper de- 
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gree of self^espect, were liie leading dmracteriB^ 
tics of both. His bigb, bpqn bu^w, and mUd yet 
intelligent eye» tbe noble devel<^ment of die up- 
per portion of the head, 'end the tiiinoefis at the 
base^ were delightful assurances that a apirit every 
way worthy, the name of man dwelt within. And 
so it proved. No peisoB. was more r^ie^oted, 
more beloved, and it is a rare combination d^uat. 
commands both these tributes from <Hif fellow be- 
ings. Endowed with a fine ^aste, and g^od pow- 
ers of mind,' he had been ever a devoted lover of 
some branches of* hatuxal ^fcience, amcuag which 
ornithology claime'd preference. Much delight 
therefore was iu store foi: him in the new vlurieties 
of birds to which western li|e w6uld w^noduce him« 
And great was his pleasure when a leisure day 
came, to sally forth, gun in'hcmd, and returp* aftcor 
a few hours' ramble, with spme of t^ feathered, 
tenants of the new, country for preservi^tion, ]4any 
beautiful specimens of his preparation are sdU 
found am<»ig eastern colleetions, and in the 
hoimes of his friends. Such was the husband. 
The wife, though differing widely irom this, wa9 
not less reelected ari^ beloved among those, who 
knew her. Plain and exceediaffly neat in per- 
sonal appeard^e, sofb and^ quiet m ^leeoh, g^iitle 
and tender in herideportm^it, kind a^d dignified 
in her treatment of Hitrai&g^s, and unafiectedly 
loving m her family, -^he was aii ol^t of just 
admiration and Warm r^^rd. Between these 
persons there still ousted tha$ lively affection 
which poets Bing as belonging only .to the iimk 
and glowing days of youSi. Their intercourse 
wa9 maikea ^y the tenderest oonsider^tum in 
each for the wishes of the ^ther. Their lan- 
guage had stilt thid warmth of youl^ful feeling, 
chastened by the purifykig influeaees df paorental 
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lt>Te, awd t^ faighev moral sentte^ ^kh wellHSpent 
years produce. The happy ckikhren of ^lese pa^ 
rents were two sopfii,*^ell advanced toward maii- 
boad-'-«ii^ sons a» dne might expect would grow 
Up at a fireside adorned by sa many Vi^rtues* And 
l4audful it was' to see this^fttmilj gathered in their 
neat and simple home ; each- a bond to the other, 
and all to him^ They were the model which 
many of the ycHiw be^nners m our village set 
belbro themselyes> fer imitation. Happy wiU they 
be wha shall ever reach its perfect s^nblance. 

When the spring came, the ^ther and sons 
began* to opei^* their farm about two miles below 
the village on the pr^M:i0. ' It was a beautiful spoi. 
The ^han ardiind was diversified by 'high sweUs 
which fell -off into pleasamt hoHows, where the 
large, luscious stiawberfyiL concealed by the rank 
gras8« clustered luid ripped much later than on 
the adjacent ele^^bnsk ' Gijo^es bordered the 
prairie -at lio great dislianoe ftx>m the hoitipe on the 
south and w^t^ and <m; the ucHthwest lay a bold 
Mninen^e, on the suinmit c€ which stood ^the cabin 
of their nearest peighbbn In du0 tiine, the little 
cottage in whiclt tbey-wete to find their future 
home, was coti^leted and entered^ Trees were 
set aboi^ it, outbuildittg&keoBStrUcted, akid the fbrm 
began to wear a cheernil andrinviting aspect. The 
health of the mother, which, had been extremely 
deHcaCe in the east, ^improved very much. ' The 
,cares of h^r *&mily were no \onger barthensome to 
her, and every souree c^ enjoyment seemed open^ 
iug before her, as if youth wei^ returning, instead 
rf passing away.* And here, giving knd receiving 
happiness, we leave them for the present. 

Meantime manyfctrms began to be opened in 
the vicinity of our village. Riding over the prai- 
rie j^ou would see the l^avy team of three and four 



214 UrS IN YRAIUE liANP. 

yokes of oxen travelmg alowlr over a tract, 
^^gg^i^ ^^^ tbein a. plough, livnich if you have 
never seen '*. hreiiking^* <lone, is ad entire stranger 
to you. The forward end^ of the beam runs pn two 
wheels, to the axle of which the team is made fast. 
One of the ivheels, that on the right, is larger in 
diameter than the other by about tnree inches. 
This runs in the furrow; and a& the machine 
advances, a belt of turf, from eighteen: to twenty-, 
seven inches broad, -and 4wo or three deep, is cut off, 
and turned smoothly^ Qverjnto the sp^e from, which 
its neighbor ha^ just been;^i^te4« . VV^en the turf is 
well broken, tli^se strifis lie .^ smoothly in th^ir 
inverse, «s natural positions. The uniformity of 
the surface renders it unnecessary to hold the 
plough; so that one man. can perform the labor 
alone. If the trjack be fenced previously to break-, 
ing, a very respectable crop of corn, called' by the 
&rmers *' sod com,'' may ))ie raised, on the broken 
turf, with no other preparation than this^ It is 
usually planted at the time of ploughing^ a few. 
kemek being scattered along the edge of each 
fiirrow, and left to spring .up between the contigr 
uous belts of sod. I have o&eit seen, this *' sod 
com," thus planted and never afterward aided by 
cultivation, attain a larger .growth than the most- 
cultivated fields of the. east. It i^ principally used 
as fodder. . . ' v 

June is the month generally preferred for this» 
proceflis of brewing. The turf, once fairly turned, 
the overlaid vegetation decays during the summer, 
the roots below/' die out ;" and by the next spring 
a pair of horses will easily turn a furrow four 
inches below the firsti After this, nothing, can 
exceed the ease with which the soil is cultivated. 
So mellow, soft, and free from obstructions is it, 
that a child could ahnost work it. Breaking the . 
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tarf . ift, to the prairie agnculturist, what cletring 
^le ground is to those of wooded coiintiies : the. 
Aifierence being that qne man with a good team 
and plough will break \three kcres of the former in 
a day, while the same force employed in the forest 
i^^buld scarcely prepare a like area for cultivatioik 
in a year. 

The fertility and inexhaustiblenesaof the prairie 
soil are other sources of pleasant congratulation 
to its cultivators. From three to six and even 
nine feet of dthe richest black' lo^m cover milliona 
^f acre^. No wonder that an «Ekiglish gentleman^ 
on riding many days ever such rich grounds, and 
seeing them lie along jim navigable streams for 
thocMands of milesi^ exclaimed in astonishment^ 
** It. is. ^Wonderful that yaur &rmera do not cul- 
tivate these i:ich lands T' One might easily have 
toldiiim thai; we had not a sufficient number grown. 
. jet ! There are ^ots in the prairie country which 
have been planted with wheat annually for two; 
hundred years; hy the eigrly French settlers; and 
yet .no signs of exhaustion are Visible. The growth 
is apparently as rank, and the maturity as vigorous^ 
a6 in the first year of its culture. ' 

These slow-nioving- teams and the browli sur- 
&ee around them are pleasant sights to those who 
love to witness the gi^owlh (^ a .country. Theni 
there are otjwsr features indicative of the same 
thing, which ojne rej^Hces' to look on; Houses 
aprine up <> in .various parts or the prairie, - with, 
fenced fields about them. The road on which 
last spring We could ride J^ree miles north from. 
ourMUi^e without seeing a dwelling or any sign 
of cultiva.tion» has now within that space two 
houses^ one of which has a noble farm look. The 
other is .the residence of a worthless mechanic, 
whose home might.be a princely one, if he would 
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me his tioM and skill in that manner, instead of 
spending k in lawless carousals, and spreading 
ruin and degradation among the fimulies of hi» 
neighbors. 

Fence-making is an important item in prairie 
agriculture, "miere forms are opened at a con^ 
B^derable distance from timber, the expense an^ 
difficulty of prpcuring rails are insarmountable ; 
ihere is no stone to supply their place; and the 
next expedient is to use the turf; This.is suffi- 
eiemly firm, and when properly " laid up," not 
only serves admirably, fbc purposes of'>iti]ily,'but' 
often lends much beauty to the face of the land- 
scape. Hedges surmounting these walis of gr^en 
have been tried, and I believe sometimes with 
tolerable success* There is no doubt, if sufficient 
pains were taken, they would succeed to p^Hec- 
tion, and nolAflng can be imagined more beautiful 
^an a densely populated prairie, divided by 'suelf: 
hedges, the brbad rich harvest waving betwiden, 
and the luxuriant orchards beo<^g their laden- 
boughs over th^m. I have seen some sections of 
these turf fenced surmoiufted by o lofty border of' 
the late yellow flowers, so 1^^ at^^ttle distance 
the-earthy elevation was {Perfectly concealed, and 
i^e field looked as if k w^re enclosed by a floral 
hedge six or eight feet in height. 

Another and a still more delightful task to the 
person of taste is setting ocrt tre^. Early in the 
spring you will see an occasionsd^ waggon, laden 
with the young members e{ the 'forest, going to. 
some oh^edul-'looking farjfa, or rollin|f into the 
village with its ohoic<^ cargo, for the public grounds. 
In the season of which I am now wrking; the 
square of our Httletown was surrounded, and many 
private grounds were similarly .ornamented wkh 
them« s " 
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No enteipiiB^r public or priyafe, produced inoie 
chaste and unselfish joy than this. Every body 
loves trees, aild every one feels a thrill of gratir 
tude toward the man whom they see piandBgc one. 
A tree is unlike any oth^r omati^eirt. Though set 
<» private J)roperty, it is a public bleteing* It is 
not like a piece of statuary or paibtingv^ac^essibie 
only to the few. Its beauty may be seen, itd 
^ory appreeiatQd by all. But not fcMrthis alonei is 
it prized^ Every^ leaf-laden bough that dances 
berorea prairie house, invites the m^ry songsters 
. of the woodlands W tom4 out, lind cheer its in*- 
mates. And the rapid( growth' which the locust, 
cotton-wood, aspeii^ ai^d some oiher species hav« 
in the strong ^soil,. leaves no efxcnBe for living 
long in a treeless -and birdlesd home. While the 
more beautiful, and* st^ktely spe^imens^a^e coming 
forward/ these will give tha bob6*lmk, brown 
thrasher,, robin, wlMp-poor-wiB, &c., ample en- 
eouragement to vidit yon. They will not conid 
without them. ^ 
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As Ihe spring advanced, ive ibrBeok ovOf fittle 
toy-sho^, and, sditer boarding :fer a few wedcs in 
the family of a veiy de^r friend in town, Ifound 
myself once agsiu domiciliated vnthin &e beloved 
walls of Prftirie Lodge. The earth, I think, holds 
no spot, the memory of which will ever be so dear 
to nle as this. £vei^ at thid kmg' dSst&nee of time 
and space, anid with the wide chasm which succeed- 
ing events haVe opened between the tken and the 
natff, I remember its every feature, its every charte, 
as if they had been seen and enjoyed yesterday. 
The Httie str^un, and the willows which drooped 
T 
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over it ; the prafiision of roses, wbich drew, daily, 
exclamations of delight from Mary; the rich grass 
about the house, whic^ she • had so carefully 
.watched and defended against the encroachments 
of its wild neighbors ; thei tall old oak before the 
door, and* the yigoroi:^ growth of the shrubs and 
Tines which had been -set in the garden the pre- 
ceding spring, and which every evenings found us 
admiring; the rich^ foliage of , the barrens and 
groves around, and of the tract covered with the 
shrubby oaks where the solitary graves were made, 
6eem as fresh ^ if objects c^ the present hour. 
The latter spot more particularly won much iDf 
our thought and admiration during the summer. 
It lay in front of the room^ whloh most of our 
tiine was spent^' and, in the warm afternocms) when 
the sun lefb the door shady and cool,* we used to 
gather near it or even upon the sill,, and sit and 
look at the bright l^ves 'glancing in* the light, and 
talk of such repose as* might 4>e enjoyed beneath 
them, till it seemed as if to lie downrihere would 
be no terror. In June, when it was in the height 
of Its beauty, the whole tract was thronged with 
locusts. Myriads of these btis^ insects reveled in 
the rich foliage; all day the soft air resounded 
with their ceaseless. hurn^ and we used to listen to 
it with a kind of charmed feelingpand wonder 
over the mystery whieh mSblded. itself in visible 
forms only at such long intervals. • Toward the 
close of July their song and revel «nded. Their 
feasts had been principaHy ^onfined'to wild vege- 
tation ; the fields were scarcely touched, and the 
abundant harvest yielded a gen^x>us- reward f<nr 
the' labor which had been bestowed upon it. Day 
after day the creaking wain catae slowly in from 
the sunny fields^ and its rich burthens we^e trans^ 
ferred to' the noble barn which the ^EUtners had 
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reared and finished with their own hands. The 
labor of the seaeion was severe both in doora and 
out. But Mary had passed through Qye such, 
performing toils infinitely multiplied during some 
of them, by sickness in her own family or the 
neighborhood. Still I wondered each day, as she 
moved about to her appointed tasks, how so slight 
a form could endure" so muph. Yet, she rarely 
complained ^of fatigue or indisposition. But I 
looked, with boding anticipations at. her small 
chest, and thought of pur niother who had died 
long, Ipng yearis before, pf t^e disease which this 
figure too surely signaled. .'And yet wp were 
happy; no word ivas ^ver ^oken that defined 
these thoughts^ Ijideed ^hey had but a dim ex- 
istence in my own mind, "We laid plans for.fiiiish;^ 
ing andomamenting her hou^e'; we formedschemes. 
for revisiting the scenes of parly childhood, dii^ 
cussed systems of education ^or the promising boy 
in whoni we -all delighted so much, and, in eveiy 
repression ^d thought, looked forward to sharing 
a long Hfe in- the beautiful country .we so loved, 
and to many years- of happiness «ind cpmparative 
ease for he^ in 'the home she had so hardly^eamed. 
But as the summer drew to a close* she began to 
dropp, and a cough^ so 'slight that we scarcely 
noticed its existence,- began. to ha^g about her. 
There was no pain, apparently no disease, and yet 
the limbs, that had nev^r before tired^now refused,^ 
at times, to obey the* energetic mipd ! •♦What caa 
be the matter V* fhe would^aay. • "Jt must be-in- 
iklence \ It miist be that the evefit whiclv I have 
so ardently dpsired; the arrival of my friends, haa 
wrought -a' desire fbr relaxation from the severe 
labbrs which I have never abated before, sin^e we 
came to the new country. 
We were accustomed td-repel this hatf-playM 
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iel^accvliation, aad it wmoftM mad that she 
needed repoee ; th^t she liad exlmfuited her enev^ 
gies by incessant labor^ both of body and mind ; 
and that -they would return fresh as eTer after a 
period of rest. In any other case we shcnild bate 
knowii this was a glarings fallacy ; bat we wished 
it so^ and therefox^ bdiered it. But whei^ *the 
repose eam.e, the residt vfe had hoped £ov did noH 
ibllow. At times, it is true, there was a little recruit-* 
ing, barely enouffh to balance 'oi]|r fears, yrhh the 
hope it ^kindled, bot the gain would be all imac- 
countably lost in a few day^ ; and then our ingenuity 
was vaindy taxed fbr a reason, and for some other 
resource in which to trust anew. Thtis it w^it om 
The last of August brought an event which quite 
diverted our attention &v)m a^l previous ol]j]scts«*«ran 
event fraught with emotions at once the most joyftd 
and solemn to me-^one which ever, opeiied die 
deepest foi^itains of 'fooling' m ihe £nnale l^eert ; 
winch added to my other sources of happiness^ the 
charm of maternity. Absorbed as I w«s in tins new 
relation,- as tire' all were^ itf ^e Utde being, whose 
chaxtns and wants <^laimi~ed^ur attention, we forgot, 
iu a ^eiksure, the previous object of our soHcitude. 
She seemed to be. better too>-and when we left her 
late in the autumn and returned^ to our litde village 
home, we had. the most, ardent hopes of seeing her 
quite well before the winter set in. When the 
calm mild days of the Indian summer caate, she 
rode down, and^^e^scmt a .cotist^erable part of a 
week with us. Our boy grew nobly ; andwhaivrith 
die delight this gaye iDsi, and the hopes which oe» 

r'onal periods oi improvement in Mary kindled, 
short winter w<»re nearly away without start-* 
Hng us^from our fancied security. .But the time 
came when we could no longer di)lude ours^lref \ 
The invalid herself was the first to show us how 
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mvLtk we had beea deceiined. We were frequent' 
ly liQgtetber, i«id o^e day toW^si^d the la«t of Feb- 
rUary, whea we all were seatisd ^^ her room, she 
took oc<^aak>A to express her wishes in regard to 
tjie disposition of atfairs when she should no longer 
, he with tis. She spoke {is cahnly .as if preparing 
for a jouaci^y to some pleasant l^d j^om which 
lAie w0uld soon cooie hapk restored and happy. 
We were plugged in the deepest grief. I can 
never forget the etfect whiph this conversation had 
ypon my jeehngs. It jfteemed the openiog of a 
disioal gnU befojire me, whose hungry deptl^ were 
going to deypor the form, the affection, .ajid the 
Qpble tiundlha^ he^^ so4eng deni^-and had 
Imt now justlcome to^^^y. I had nothing tp an- 
swer, not even t0*r8. To mtter* "yijords of hope, 
with ithatD^asted form before me, and those dark - 
eyes fix6d\ upOfi , my fac^, their deep, intense, un- 
earthly light piereijiig ^ very souli yr9^ impossible* 
To ui^ite with die resignation she^xprepused) equally 
so, and thus £ was Aonipelled to listen in silence- 
tp her feebly uttered^ wo^ds, ^very tooe of Which 
struek upon my heart lil^e the yo^ce of a burial 
knefi ! I have seen few bitterer da^s than that. It 
broke down the barrier of hope.which I had almost 
^^tncomcioUsly i^ared arouadT us, and left liothing 
whereon to lean. I felt then that l£e reality could 
scarcely be more agoriizing than the certainty 
is^ich placed it befi^re me. - ■,; 

Biy sister's di^ase th^ni^e onward took ja more 
actiire and complicated fc^rm. But it wrote itseM^ 
in s^angely^deceptiye characters on. her. pi^irson. 
In her days of early girlhood, i^e h^d possessed 
what a few persons ipaU beauty ^ Her ngure wai^ 
always slight, amd the-bust' too thin for mere phy- 
sical beauty. B«t there was n grace in all her 
movements which few could see and not admire | 
t2 
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her finely proportioned head' was covered with a 
profusion of glossy chei^ut hair, which flowed hall^ 
way to her feet. Her high, broad forehead guiv 
mounting a small lower ^e,. indicated the pres- 
ence of a mind of no common order. There wa» 
something quaint yet sweet in the expression of 
the mouth — something whidh gave assurance of the 
jfredominance of earnest and gravfe thought ; and 
yet betrayed the presence ora humor which, upon 
sufficient, provocation, would break 'forth into ir-' 
resistible laughter; and a merry laugh it wat, 
when it came — a- laugh' to ^ich no' 6ne could 
listen without responding. But the. finest feature 
of her fac^ was the eye. It was d2£rk« darker than 
the hair ; and though not uncommonly ^ large, was 
at times dilated and lighted up with such an ex- 
pression that one would .not hesitate to prbnouncef 
It of exttadrdiQary^ze) it wasu bright, cleaf eye, 
that one could look' into, as into a s*hady spring, 
and seem to see* all that lay beneath the simace. 
In my early admiration I Jb^' thought it exceed^- 
ingly beautHhl,' and ' my ripened affection • was 
scarcely likely to correct my judgmfefnt if It etred. 
Beside, it had gathered a richer expression from 
a]l the stirring duties, pleasures,'^ and trials of her 
new life. It was now tne eye of a mother,^ a wife, 
a Mgh-purposed, thoughtfiil^woman. Ofi her sick 
bed how changed- were all these thing^;^ the thin 
form was now so wasted, that \^e could bear her' 
in our arms fronrone place 'of rest -to another^ the 
face, seemed mo're than ever disproportioned to 
the heavy forehead— the complexioh was pure, 
and the " cheeks "had each a color like- the deep 
"blush of the roses she- loved so weU. But the eye 
was most changed of all ; it was dilated, apparently 
to twice its usual size, and was indescribably 
bright and clear. 
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As th* geviel days of spring drew on, and:tB6 
bahny air floated in at the open doors and win* 
dows« we used to lift her from the bed as a mother 
would a pining infant^ and lay her^ half recumbent; 
in her pillowed chair, wher^ she could look abroad 
upon the opening world. Oh, it wa^'bitter then 
to sit helplessly down beside her; when- her large 
spiritual eyes wero' wandering over the reviving 
plains and awakenipg groves— when every shrub 
and tree that i^ie had so* loved and cherished 
around. her iictee,.wa0 putting on its richest charms 
to . fascinstei .aad bind ^ the Heaft; when the birds, 
whose joyous notes.iiad cheered'the solitaxy^hours 
of so many similar s'e^ons^ w^re returning to their 
olden haunts ftiU of life and nltisio', and tl|e vines and 
roses diat her c^wn hand had trained were unfold- 
ing theiryoung teiidrils around her ca^ment, and 
the brook which she had so g^% chaUcfnged me 
to^ arrest, undjsr the cltmup of willows^' was cpming 
down with its j&eight x>f .vqpisJ .waters, .babbling 
and murmuring the same BDng.to whi<^ she haa 
Mstenbdi^through long years fuU. of vigor and hope ; 
and ^I'that lE^e^ was pi^Bsing irreaiBtibly away 
£rom all ^ns'; that.' a han^ was upon^h^ which 
• neither skill nor a£^qdon .isoiild. remove ; that by 
ai^d by she would depa3rt, no more seeing nor seen, i 
this was the agony vdiich never finds' utterance. 

To sfeel ^at in this spof, . made beautiful by 
her untiring industry^uid little arts, Ae had ^ent 
80^ many, years- 6f loneliness and toili fining for 
fh€«e far-off fiekw', fc^* each of v^hom her &ithftil 
betrt^ so yearned ; *enxious to perfect her home, 
.that if they came they might.be h^py in it : arid 
thi^ no.w, when tjiis was nearly consuminatedf and 
the fond ones were all gathered at her side, she 
was going friwn' among us, and we were impotent 
alike to .save or detsdn her, was insupportable. 
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Tot diis was my task on tbe anxious dsffs jtfiat 
ushered inAb&t memorable summer. 

The solitary resdngoplace. of her ^friend lay 'di-* 
rectly before die door, and though die graizes were 
hidden in the rich iolia^e-o^the dmibfaeryfroktid, 
the spot claimed, many of her thoughts. They 
sometimea found foint utterance in words.- 

^It is beaudfal," she wHud oiie -day, while look- 
ing out upon it,' *'* it is beantiful, that dancki]^- £:^ 
^;e 1 How many days I have watched itsr blended 
light and shadow from this docnr* * ^ni the foeling 
with wiuch I have dcme eo, has imCDde^ttf 
changed since the grave was mac|e«- Before that, 
I used ^ w<p9ider when, die bushes •w'oiild be 
jemoT«d, and.^el%ht'to anbic^te^a.'luKunant 
evchardr growitig up there. ' I haTe had fair vistoos 
of trees ladmi with the ved, "aiBd golden 8dBBeB.<if 
axituinn, such^as Biased to love to wainder among, 
away in ihe Ji^axkd pf our ^lia&irity. I . was al w^ a 
lover of aiUtmnn. When I -bved in die great 
city olsr friends used to- visit the country in the 
spring and i^ummer^ di^By espedalfy loved the 
joyi^ Bpring-tinie. But I Kshose natiure's si)3etni| 
autuBinal days. I loved then tp steal i^Wa^to the 
silent wood, ot ramble under iibe drooping boughs • 
of die^orch^d trees. And her^, I anticwa^d 
many sunny dsiys in advanced lifo,' when X should 
find that pleasure; on this.0p.ot. But when 4he 
grave was notade, this ieding chiooiged. - I wo^d 
not have seen a ^rub removed; nor a tree foiled, 
for ' die world. It is so quiet now, so ;§wr removed 
firom the stir and toil «f .the faim, i^ind.t&e large, 
ffl<tfs^ leaves of dioselowoaks are suoh^ drapery 
for one'Sv^nal couch ! See, wh^i a slight breeze 
rustles them, bow the light and 4di'ade mingle on 
their pblished surfaces. Those-tall trees thait staod 
beside the grave, and mark the spot in the yA* 
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^niess of leaves below, mudt never be cut down. 
They are dear to me, and will, I trust, be so to 
you aU by-and-by* Do not weep for me. "It is 
-tntOr I little thought to have been laid beneath 
them «o 0OQ^ myself^ but it is .the tomb I have 
4dways wished I inight redt in. , When I used to 
see the dead bom^ through crowded streets, and 
deposited in populocw^ ceiQeteries, I prayed for a 
grave in the deep wilderness, with the rich foliage 
above, and solemn iilence around. I have reached 
it aooisertl^an jLthen wished-^riny autumn has come 
before* my summer Jias ^reached itp fall dawn ; but 
what then 1 except,*" efce add^ with moistened 
eyes, the^naother rising superior to the submissive 
christiui, '^except foir my boy^ who needs his 
modierfs care these many years yet^-except for 
him, much fis t. love' you all, I could go wiHinglylto 
thQ greater peace dial; H^ beyond. But it pains 
you, and I -will say. no more. Look,**- she said, 
a&er a paoto, '' thei^ is a bird that ha^ built her 
nest every^ spinng* in' the taU tree, over the grave. 
It is a little p^-^weet. ' They are not so fine singers 
as some others, but I have alwayii' loved them, 
because thef^lcifAcmg to our earli'<$st associations'. 
When I used to lead you ^o school, up the hill- 
road by the Friends' lkt^0tiiig-house, tiiose bii^' 
would* >grieetU4 froqi the fences and trees, every 
dewy morning; and. I remember so well. the 
delight you used to express, when I Could silcceed 
in makii^ yoii se6 thiift it was,(in4eed, no other 
than>a little briDwn bird that had spoken the name^ 
of our elder mster- so pldnly, liiat thejrhave ever 
since been apsociated widi nay pleasantest remin- 
iscences of our childhood. What a blessed priv- 
ilege to pass one's childish days in clo&e commu- 
nion wil^ nature. The heart is so susceptible then 
to imj^essioDii of beauty — bo free from everything 
15 
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wluch aftenfardft eognmim mni laoerstdi iti i 
li)tiluies ! Oae gaxk/wf& tkeD m^i&j « g^m to War 
tju^ugk Uf9, many a \m^ glftuce Son the .W- 
nignsmt face of natuT^, to' beam 9n ik4 itcmj 
hours <^~ after yearfc I would not h^elev the 
recollection of my early fJail&ood^ for the un^ 
ted display of tLe cities ef earth. I would wA 
loae the delicious mfuaaoi^ea then gathmredy ef 
the deep wood,^ the nmnHig^ stream, the inoMy 
rocky the valley, mpuntaiorsid^y and Y^cdant ^aiQ> ' 
for all the wealtV which dft <^^heaat» I rraiue 
the exquisite produietions t)f the- scii]pt(»r,aBd 
painter, hut I lave Xhh woiHsB-^fi God^ One af- 
fords the highest pleasure. to the mere hunnoi 
^idties, but the other ^Kalts. our afeetioBB ta tht 
wgelic ! When I hear oiothera, ,who have come 
J&om cities to this glorioua counlry» X^^etdng the 
change on accoui^^kf theit cl^ildren;! long to lead 
.^em forth, 1mA shosv them tl|ei magmfieoncf in 
which they |nay revel, her^ J^ble miikds 1 that 
can compare. the puny worJis of man tpi thoae of 
his Mak^. I cQv}d better educate a child here, 
with the ^eat volume of nature to expound ta 
him, ihon in ^e pent city> mtk all itsrdvsty .Ubrar 
ries and elaborate preparations, I could ^i^whis 
aoul. i^wM-d— ^I coi|ld .purify, his a^nrationa— -I' 
could maial the love m eieye^^ng ^ad creating 
beauty-^I couW teach him* Uiope great ^nths 
which ought -to be liie ^ndi^n^f aJl eduoation, 
better here, ^lone with nature, with. « few choice 
books^ and enough of society to cail out the 'Oatu- 
ral afiecfeions, thaai the 4»o8t learned professor 
could, shut in his dpister. I count knowledge 
of diings as they exidt; J count a high, reve- 
rence &r the right--i» strong reliance on truth — 
just ^rceptions of duty«i-Hi -keen sense of the 
beauuful wd Ihe h^naonicHW, wh(ch God l»a cce* 
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superior, to the grops ideas, related in the lan- 
guages, of naticMis J^ng ei^inet — to their corrupt 
xnyth^Qgy--Cheir feeble attempta in science — 
liieir sanguinai'y warsv I would rather my son 
spent years, roaming among the sublime solitudes 
of the ^vonntains ai^d pl94Bs, studying {be secret 
btfaofs of nature, a»^ her grand aQd beautiful pro- 
ductieiis, the Bible his. pnly book, than the same 
lei^;th of time in. becoming acquainted with the 
Greek or . Latin tohgud. i wish his affections 
drawn mit jbus, when I am gpne. It will soothe 
ttie hardest pang of my early-death, to l&now ^isl 
he will love what I have loved and derived such 
happiness from; But .you sdy I must not taK. 
Indeed, I feel that I gannot ; let me He down ; 
Ihe shadows .of those !(idl trees are lengthening on 
the miidat^ire ibreiit ^below* If 1 cpul<d wa&.out 
wkh you un ^our hence« we should look upon a 
suns^ ' gorgeous enoiigh for , the skies of Italy. 
' But gojo^ alone,- and when you see the golden, 
purple, and crimson'titits,.cheinging and blending, 
fading and deepening, and feel that you cah scarce 
^restrain the emotiontf whicb-flie scene kindles in 
ypur bosom, think how often'I h^ve looke'd upon 
audi, and wished .that you were here to enjoy it 
with fiPte. Draw the curtain, and let n^e look qut 
up<»i ^e grass and^y little elm. -How gra^fully 
it bends ! I once thougl^t to l^ye seen it ^ ms^tio 
tree ; but tfaat.wiU be fca: other eyes than mine/' 



t CHAPTER .XXir. 
. Suc9> and'sQ' heartwringing« were these last 
coQimunions. I had jiever seen h^. so beautiful 
MM ibe was m those days. B^c mud, too« Beemed 
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to act with more than its usual strength of treason. 
It was thronged with images of beauty which took 
the most aippropriate an4 eloquent forms of ex- 
pression. There was a kind of pain^l pleasure in 
listening to these feebly '.enunciated thoughts and- 
sentiments, which I could not deny myself. 

I reine'mber one liright day, when 'she felt unu- 
sually well, she was sitting dp in the bed support- 
ed by pillows, and looking. Upon the growing 
world outside. She had just heard her kittle boy 
recite the Lord's Prayer, and dismissed him to 
pl^, when she turned suddenly -fo ikie, and isaid 
** To-day is the eighth anniversary of my wed- 
ding." *:' / . / 'r^ -* 

" Is it possible ?" I said,' struck -^y the painful 
thought that it must be the lakt she would ever ~ 
see ; but as we weri^ acCUBtom^ to suppress Our 
feelings in her presence, -I Remained silent. < 

•* Yes, it is eighC years to-davt and just '^hoxit 
this hour, too,'^ glancing 'at the dock, /'since J 
stood by riiy husband's side wittfa hedrt overflow-' 
ing with stl^iigth, and -hopoi \ We wbre both 
young; S was but seyent^en; -^nd he some four 
years older. We h^^ h^lth, ^energy, intelligence 
enough to enjoy the highest pleasures within our 
reach, 'and, above sdl, that affection for each other, 
without which'^ll ^ese blessings would have been 
of little avail t6 Be9ure happmess.*' Eight ^eafsf I 
8p6k6 of it t]iis morning, but it' was so painful to 
John to recall &e /pleasant ^IsecoUections of that 
day, that. I forbore. I feel stfong no^, and you 
must let ine talk. Do you know we have never 
been acquainted sines we were little girls V* 

I looked up in surprise. - ^ - 

** I inean,"'she added, " thftt we have never enjoy- 
ed that full revelation of thought and feeling, which 
alone can constitute acquaiotance between siatenn 
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There has never heeli an opportunity for this till 
since you came here, and you have tktis far been 
too much engrossed vnth jother affections to admit 
of it. Do not think I speak reproachfully ; I have 
rejoiced in yourhappihessi but the yoi^ng wife and ' 
mother could hardly find time a:nd affection to bestovi^, , 
in those ddep, heart-searching communings, which 
should make each thoroughly known to the other. 
There have been long years of event, and ages of 
emotion in the- life of each, since we lived togeth- 
er unien|pro8sed by out love for others. Now yoii 
must listen, and let me teH you something, si^ch ad 
my weak memory and weaker powers will permit, 
of those mfany years of Reparation. \ 
: ''Tou reoaember .the little home in th<e little 
village surrounded by mountains, where we first 
found, ourselves. You remembor one chilly, dark 
afternoiOn,.when,we retiimed from 4he 'small school- 
house in the-viroodfe, we were met at the gate by an 
oldeip schoolmate, a relative of the family, who' told 
us to come softty in, ft)r our mother was dying! 
Yoti remember the fi^we' which these words in- 
spired,, and ^ab sol^nmity ^tb which we weire led 
thrbugh the tearfijil crowd. cdileCted in th6 room, to 
her, bedside ; and how we gazed -with bursting 
hearts into Jmcp dim ^Jes, to which. the -fuH day 
already seemed faint twilight; how wetook timidly 
hpid of her^ hands, that wdi» w^Tidering in air to 
gntsp the children she could no longer see. You 
remembek how next morning, When you asked to go 
in ^and see her, she lay^upon a hard board, strai^t 
and cold, and Bow we tufmed awaylBrom the pale 
face and leaden eyes, and 'refused -to brieve that 
it was our dear mother; hoWr we stayed home from 
school, and wandered all that day about the silent 
liouse, scarcely speaking above a whisper, and 
'onally peeped feai&lly into the dark room ; 
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how the next day, mourning gVktnents came ; and 
a coffin that strudc ns with such dread we could 
not be brought to look on it, till a great crowd ci 
people gathered about, and our &i£er led us up» 
and asl^d us to look once agam at our mother, be- 
fore she was put in 'thd cold earth. I reeellect 
you #ere not tall enotieh,. and he raised you in his 
arms by my side, and little Henry, still, younger, 
looked down iropi his uncle's arms jmd lisped 
coaxingly to her to get up and take off her cap. 
A few minutes • after, die doflSn was dosed and 
borne away! We followed It, and when it was 
covered in the grave, returned home, scaitsely 
knowing what' hi^ happened, bot httving a dim 
impression that some ^^at^sorrdw hlid come upon 
us. . , * . * ' - 

**From that day we had no longer aiiotee in 
common! when we met, it w«^ as vMtors. This 
was aijjreat affliction to me, ftfr^oor continual com- 
panionship had ripened in^my older mind to warm 
attachment, uid.l was ^eved to be 'denied its 
object. You were more easily. satisfiedSnth Httle 
Henry's company | though I remember no' one's 
arrival ever gave you so ihMtk jpteosure as mine. 
All your niost charmiug resortf were sh^wn «me, 
all the choi^ inemi^ntos tl;!^ had'lieen laid care- 
fiilly away ifince my last visit were brought ^ibrth, 
and many little things "exchanfifed by way of 
remembrancers. Th6se. were d^hghtfhl vifiita lliat 
I paid you at ,gcan(iKather'^ The li^rk pine^Me 
that stood before the ddor used to play music that 
held us spell-bound mahy an^hour, while we jMit 
beneath it. I remember at these times, and when 
we lay in hed, while the rain was pattering oh the 
roof close to us, you always began to talk of ** ma,'* 
and expected her return. You used to ask me if 
I thought she would come bade in the cap and 
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niglit-go'imi she liad on when sbe went away ; and 
where she would tftand when we first saw her. At 
laait these visits ceased. We were wholly sepa- 
rated. You went many hundred miles from u& all, 
with strangers, ind the remaining four gathered 
once again undet' our'father's roof. Butnolongnsr 
in the little village ; we were now in a great city, 
and I was old enough to begin to learn that li& 
had mdte painful realities' tnan had come to^uj^, 
when we were together. Seven years ! what may 
not fleV6n years — ^from nine to sixteen, from seven 
to fourteen^— do for children such as we were? 
What did they, till w^ met again, bring us ? v^at 
isorrow, keener ,tiian all that iad gone before, in 
the loss of our last petient ! to you, what oppression 
and bondage among hleartless strangers! .'Thos« 
Were dark' vohimes- W be opened by gay-iiearted 
j^rla, that we learned to read during those seven 
years : globmy comnfentiries on the wdrl^ m which 
we were left to make burSvay to happiness or ruin. 
Mine taught in6 to'^hrinic continually from the 
world, to regard it as an ^toemy ever on the watch 
to destroy my peace^ ev€5r waiting with Kiis and 
deceit, to lead me away froiii my true path. The 
greatest blessing was, ^t I had a pretty cl^ar 
perception of what 'this was. . Maiiy a poor gixl 
who started utid^ fairer auspices ihan myself, has 
made a total vereck. Siiice I have come^to years 
of maturity, I hav* learned that pur mother wa$ 
gifted with a superi<M: mind vad great tU^pdi of 
purpose ^d feefing; aiid if we*" have straggled 
successfully againsttides that have borne others to 
ruin, we owe praise «nd gratitude to Him who 
gave US such a parent. But I had some terrible 
trials in the great heartless citv during those years ! 
I remember one fierce conflict of four days, that 
came near destroying niy reason. I have never 
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been able to look badL apou it without a shuddei^ 
C^ the one band, misfortune and sufifering among 
.those who were dearer 16 me than my own life ; 
on the other, ceaseless labor by day and night for 
1^ pittance which I tremble to thiQk is now lessened 
by nearly )ialf to thousands of un&rtunate females, 
Mmilarly situated. How could I escape the temp- 
ters, who never tired in spreading their diabolical 
n^ts £3r my weary feet 1 ,1 will tell you the nature 
of this fierce trial some o^er day, jffh^n I am 
stronger. Let me hasten on now* When I was 
little more than fifteen, I received ^n ofier of mar- 
riage from a young man who had- shown hinoself 
an honest and firm friend from the first day of our 
acquaintance^ He wds seyerel years my jseniorj > 
the son of wealthy parents, and bore an unexcep- 
tionable character. ^ AJl theoe things made him 
>vliat the world calls a * very det^irable miatch.' Our 
friends thought it ahnost heaven-sent. Everybody 
was so pleased with my fortune^ that I too thought 
it must b^ good, and with much encouragement 
from others, and sai^guine hopes of^the increased 
happineofi I sHould be able to afford those,!' loved, 
I finally entered into an engagement with him. 
But it did not require liiuch reflection on my part, 
after this relation was JBst^blish^d Ibetween ui^to 
discov,er t|iat the afiectign^vhich should be the first 
and holiest motive to 'marriage^ was wanting in 
roe. ^ All the other requisites of happiness— -wealth, 
integrity, an agreeable person, and certainly as 
high a^ order o£ intelligence as most girls of fif- 
teen look for,,wer^ present But I soon saw that 
^ese would not do. Poor as I was, and welcome 
|U3 would be the means of ease, and the opportu- 
nity pf intellectual pursuits whjch I most craved, I 
could npt peijur^ myself to obtain theip. Better 
my two hands aiKl a subsistence daily earned with 
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them^ I tlioli^, than trealdi« aad a mint oppr^Mecl 
with Ba great falsehood ! So I told Mr. H. th^ I 
was opnviiiced I sh'oidd consult the happiness of 
both, by begging him* to, release me from the en- 
gagement. Aft^r many conversations - and mudi 
reasoning, which continually strengthened my pre- 
vious conviction' of t^ n^t, I prevailed, and turned 
frpm the b%h anticipations of those few weeks again 
to my needle. > -But I must ndt dinger over those 
days; in less than eighteen mcfnths I entered. into 
the engagement whidbr was fuUilhdd eight years ago 
to-day. It will .soon be sever^ i^ow. This wa» 
one of die hea^ctc^. There was .Ho wealth, no posi- 
tion superior to 'my own,. but only those personid 
qualities whieh- assured, nte that, witbeut-liiese, our 
happiness woul4 be eokanced'tby a union. I loved 
my hi^^nd, tod. th^ was* a strongei: motive .tban 
all that had -operated in t^ other case combined. 
'* During those eighteen, months I had 6umd-an- 
O^er source of tiiati<^tiillily» in )dg^er and more 
dearly defined perceptions of re^gious.duty than 
I, had ever, before exprbriectccul. I had' found tbat 
, there was positive abd ^siaked. happiness in ap- 
proaching my Maker as a-tender-fadier and ^iend. 
And thanks be to Him^ who deserves our most 
el^vafted- affection/^ this never &iled me in my 
hbuTB of .severest uisA. 1% wi^ a safeguard and 
idueld. Armed with, this newly awakenc^d senti- 
ment, I fek seciure and quiet amid al) temptations. 
Most ycyong^ ^rspns think their .enjoyment of life 
will be diminished by an allegiance to the laws of 
Christianity, but I think they are in error. Mine 
was infinitejiy increased ! J wished every one to 
£del as I did. Jt was in this state of mind, and 
just after I had .formed the *engagefnent widi my 
husband, that i met you after the lapse of those 
eeyen^ eventful years, ^ch a j^eriod, f^ntas that 
v2 
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bad been by you, not only in b, nataml bnt m^frnl 
wildemees, away irom society, away from schools, 
away £rom everytbing bnt die tyranny cisL selfish, 
passionate woman, and that woman — ^ most woti* 
dfiflpfiil phenomenon j—*^hat woman an A^^ist— a 
defter of her God — ^had ^nt>iighc startlbig changes 
in you. The tinjid, inquiring child from whom I 
had parted with sudi agonizing tears, met me al- 
most a iii^man/'in stature^ -and with>nfc»re than a 
woman's boldness of thought and speech ;-r^hey 
were an atheist*^ ! Judge how-^lmt no; you can- 
not; you never can .until you are. siinilarly ^tua- 
ted, <k the anguish I.expericnced on the first eve- 
ning of our reilaion, when, ad we all knek down, 
my heart ovisrflowmgywilh a grailitude w^eh God 
alone could iheasure for' y out restoration to us, you 
walked away' to the door, spying yoii -vf anted no 
psort in such deludive radmmery ! I never remeni- 
ber to have felt « keener ^>a;ng ; andt when,, after 
much pdr^anon, I induood ybu, throng yotir a^ 
fection for me, .to rejoin the circle an3 wait wl^ 
thanks veeiiB offlsred^nd -petitions «put up fijr your- 
€eMf you <ume<i impaDien^ away and r^ueMcni 
fta,t you might be made the -subject of no more 
prayers until you saw the' necessity cff them* You 
remember, that our conversations ahnost always 
took the £oTm o£ controversiee ; that I found you 
oiMiversant with the worka of Paine, Vo^ney, V<d- 
ture, and- nearly ike w&ole school 'of infi^ wri- 
ters, modern as- well as earlyi that every consid- 
eration which I propoised was instantly gaimayed 
by an appeal to tii^n, or by some fearless sugges- 
tion of your own mind. You had not only made 
the^men your standard, but even" exceeded thei^ 
impiety, and by your impious reasoning, made up 
of the boldest conceptions and the most unshrink- 
ing conclusions, led youraelf to renounoe idl belieC 
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I Was at last compeUed to give up in despair, trust- 
ing to time «nd better influences to eradicate tiiese 
frightful errotB, 

^ A few weeks parted us aga$n. I have some^ 
times, when looking over our past lives, compared 
ourselves to two helndeSB, rudderless ships, flosit- 
ing on the stonn*wixmght ocean. For a moment 
they approach each other, and seemt as if they 
Would journey oil together, but the next, they are 
parted and chiVen.aoout oli tbe waste for years; 
perhaps never to meet again till l^y debay ami 
sink into a common sepulchre. It has beena,lmost 
so vnth us. We parted ; ; you to'^eiBir the educa- 
|ion and men'tal culture wbi^/^ti^ lave b^en 
the v^ork of earlier years ; I to make siich prepa- 
ration lis I might, fer. the great eveta^ before me. 
The next spiii^g^was inailied. You know my 
htfsbathd had' i»eaaf^cL visited this <>ountry, and 
returned a few^i^iifE^^^i^ous^^J^ ^h 

such glowing desofiptionff of its beauty and adtan- 
tages, '^icit his father gathered the little means he 
had, and proposed that^we shduid all start West 
togedier aner our inarriage. . We did so, an^ it 
will be eight years* fn a few weeks (I may live to 
see the day), since we bade 'adieu to our friends 
' and c6mmenced our jduTney. \ This state at that 
time vras thought, among the stable p^ipulation of 
'dur mountain region, to be almost beyond the 
kift>wledge of civilized man. Our friends bode us 
foewell as if we were about' to. plunge into the 
desexts of the old world,- instead orthe richest and 
most beautiful region of the new. 

*^ I rejoiced in that journey. R was the season 
ef li^D fullest of hope and trust, and all 'nature 
seemed like me, to be exulting in the future that 
Was opening before it. We journeyed several 
we^s trough t^ blooming orchards and fields 
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of the Culdvated^countr^, and. at last plunged into 
the heavy forests of 0hi6 and Indiana. Here we 
sometimes slept in our waggon or on the ground, 
and took our meals in v the woods.^ At last wa 
emerged upon the great prairie Whichextends from 
the JWahashy west and north, nearly three hundred 
miles. Here the magnificence of the country to 
which we were hqund %^an to appear. I rer 
member, as we journ^yed-.day, after day across its 
heav^ig, verdant bpsoro, that I seemed to be Jiving 
in a new world. All the noise, all tlte dplfish hur- 
ry and turmoil in which ^y pa,st yean had been 
spent, faded away. They seemed^ as remote as if 
■ the barrier of eternity had been plfM^ed between 
me and thein. A new'creatioiv^was around me^ 
The- great, silent plain, with its s^ll streams, its 
tender v.erdure, its lovely flowers, its timid birda 
and quadrupeds, shrinking away from our sight ; 
its soft winds; its in^estic storm^r-was a-subliiiMS 
spectacle!. Occasionally a herd -of deer abounded 
across our path,'or a ^litary pair of grouse, startled 
from their parental :cares, i-'bse and^ deftr t|^ air 
Uke ,the arrows of their old pursuers; but; save 
^ese. we were aloQe, ^iu -silence broken only by 
our pivn voices. I ^thought how many ages that 
plain had been', spread o}it. beneath. those soft skies 
-and that ffeoial sun ; how.it^ flowers had bloomed 
and ^ded, its grasses grown and decayed; how 
Btorins had .swept over all its wide expcmse, and 
the thunder echoed from ^'its bosom ; hpw the 
solemn winds of autumn had sighed over it, and 
the raging fires marched in unrestrained fury ft*om 
one border to the other ; how long all this power 
and magnificence had displayed itself uliseen of any 
eye, save His who made it ! .How lonff all these 
mighty and beautiful ph^nomoQa^had follow^ 
ea^ other, and awoke no human emocioni appealed 
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to no enligbtened sotd. Nature disporting with 
hcjrself, frolicking in merriment, fading in sadness 
or raging in anger; the sole witness of her own 
acts ! ..V -. ' . 

** Then as we croiJsed the narrow, deep- worn 
trail of the dark people who had traversed -it so 
long, before us, I thouriit hbw much emotion had 
dw^lt here; how n^cb loye^: hos^talityi frieitd- 
ship, and fietc© hatred httd?^ grown, matured, and 
been extinguished .here'. How many fearful'war^ 
. shouta had resoilnded ; ,how many death fires had 
been kindled in* the distant groves ; how many 
wailings for the lost had mingled with the solemn 
winds; ' ; • .'..'' v*' -/ 

^* In imagination, I cotild* stiff See^ files of ^ark 
warriors stealinjap feilentlv along, linmindfiil of the 
flowers -fitod the^ bright skies^thje gay birds and the 
happy creatures who reveled in the ricl\ world of 
vegetation ' around them; intent only -upon the 
fierce butchery to which they were marching. 
And my blood used^to chill under these fearful 
visions. But my husbf^nd enjoyed them. He had 
more sympathy with the Stern and implacable' in 
the Indian, character than. I, an^ he delighted to 
think of the free warriors rOaiping, fearless of their 
foefs, fesirless of storm or tempest, in search of th^ir 
enemies. Later yedrs have quendhed much.6f this 
feeling in him, but he still loves those legends of 
thfe olden time. '. \1 ^ .' 

"As we advanced into the' midst of- this im- 
mense prairie, our horses were tortured by a large 
fly that gathered in great numbers. upon them, 
and drove them almost .to madness. At length 
we were obliged to stop during the day, and travel 
all night. There were hquses at long intervals, 
situated sometimes in the pomts of groves that 
projected into the plain, atid sometimes seyer^ 
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inilto fiiHA the woodknd. Tb^e were usually 
our' stopping*placeSr where we remained during the 
day- and then traveled on.' My h^art achqd for 
the m&i. They could sleep little during the day, 
and two or tliree (there were five of them, you 
know) were dfe^ged to be Continually on foot at 
ni^t to guide Sue. horses. Their fatigu^ was 
almost insupjkoftabl^. My luisba94 has told me, 
that he^ was. consciouB ef having -q&etK walked 
several rods, at^a .time when he was .asleep; that 
Us eyes closed in spite of all l?ds efforts to, J^^ 
awake J, and a^ length a stunlhle. or a word £rom 
some of the party would startle hini, and he would 
find himself walking along beside the team as 
usiml. They werejEaitlifiil cveatures, those, horses^ 
Yqu have caused and enjoyed many a ^hearty 
laugh at tEeir expeniiye ; but if they had, borne you 
patiently t>Ver nearly two thous^d ngiles, of XQads 
r without bridges ;. traveled nieht-and day with you, 
you would £^1 something ot that sentiment wnich 
haa oHei^ Vestvained ;pie, tvhen Tyler's peculiari- , 
ties have- set your powers of ridicule is operation. 
** But we left the {>rairae. at last ; I was not sorry ; 
neither oould I rejoice, except ior those who suf« 
, fered more than I. . But the long journey, the 
excitement Attendant upou the strange features of 
the country rand the bri^en rest, ]Hrere tod much 
for me. When we reached the crossings of the 
MackinaV, about thirteen miles froi^ here, you 
know where itr is, I was in a raging fever. We 
traveled on, however,, for there wa3 then no house 
where we could stop. , Our people heard in some 
way that Ais ' daim' was for sale. They wished 
to buy an improved one«*-thal; is, one with a cabin 
in which we could live till a house was built, and 
with grain enough on the ground for the season's 
use.. I have pointed out to you the very smalli 
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low caHn wlncb. we foimd here. There were 
also, several' acres of grain growing. We all 
liked the situation,, and so a bargain was soon 
made with the owner, or the 'squatter,' as he 
teimed himself^ for his^lace. ,But there was One 
circumstanoe which was very, awkward i>T us. 
He could not leiave the larger caUn till autumn, 
1^ we were .therefor^ 9bliged, all to live- in that 
little pen^ uatil our people could build another. I 
scarcely know how things went . on those few 
.weeks. I was ^ipk and* wretched m person ; but 
at last the (Hhe^ cabi^ was finished, and we folt 
our^eli^a y^ comfortable in4t. Wben the &mi]y 
of the * squatteil' -left \ls, John and;:! moved into 
the old one, and lived there .until the fi:ame<i house 
was built. That wjks^ou^ fi]:8f intrpduction to cabin 
^e. The ^moier was .considerably advanced 
when we airivedyand our. people were soon en- 
^^ed in th^ harv'e^. . The gram was. stacked in 
the cow-yttsd> ^or there were then no bams or 
outbuildings of any description. . "When the bar* 
vest was'over^ tihey began their preparations fqr 
parrying oin fyraaskg more sy^te^aatically the next 
year.. They made fenoes, ploughed and sowed, 
•nd built a smjall log stable for their horses. . 

,''! res^emberthe wl^le land seined to me a 
paradise that^summer and s^tumn. The profu- 
sion of late^ow^rs and wild fruits, the abundance 
of gai^e, t^ richness of vegetation, the mildness 
c^the ^isiate,.the subliq^ stprms, and the soft 
musical windsj delighted me. Our men worked 
tnUch in the woods, j^ I used at. noon to take a 
onall basket of dinner to them. The sound of 
their distant axes, and^ as I drew nearer, of their 
cheerful voices, contrasted delightfully with the 
jilence of the sleeping grove« 
i *^ We all had good health so far« and appetite^ 
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that led to many jokes between ourselves about 
limine, et cet. You have now learned by experi- 
ence how this climate acts on the appetite, and 
you may judge of the amount of* food, which nine 
persons, in this stage of acclimation, would consume. 
But we had plenty of grain ^stacked, and meaits 
more delicious than the ' dainti^t markets of the 
east afford, were abundant evei'Jjr where, so we only 
exulted in our fine health, and pursued our labors 
joyfully. • / ^ , ^ '. 

** The prairie below us where therie are fiow so 
many pleasiuit faifns, was then unsiettled. The^e 
was no house on the' south between us and the 
Mackinaw, and ctt^the crossings of that stream was 
the only family ^yhbni I viwted for the* first two 
years. You .ask if thos^. were not. lonely years. 
I answer thfit there w€re many, many hours when 
John and I talked of the friends we had lef^, 
when the cheerful social circles where- we had 
sometimes met, were named with moistened eyes, 
and yet ^ere was ho day bf them all when w% 
would have>l:^tQrned and forsaken the land of 
our adoption: Much as we "^hed for the society 
of our absent friends, we could ^MTthaVe consented- 
t;p exchange for it, thiB joys-wehladw^on inthe new 
country. We. kwed everytbingw lii^ ne^iand too 
much for that. 'But I v^as" telling yOU -that the 
prairie was all unsettled whew we came., -I be- 
lieve it remained so two years. The autumn 
£res raged theh' much more fiercely than now that 
they are trodden or paitially fed. You cannot 
estimate, from whkt y&tc new see, the sublimity 
and fury of those early conflagrations. One after- 
noon late in October, the prairie below us took fire 
by accident^ or was set on fire by some one on the 
other side. There wafi little wind,- and the flame 
came lazily over the grassy surface ; it seemed as if a' 
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breath would extinguish it. It waa a fine spectacle'; 
however^ to us new-comers, arid we watched it pcca^ 
sipnally,' almost wishing that it might show a little 
more energy. ' No one thought of danger. To- 
ward sunset the wind rose slightly and the fire in- 
creased ; as darkness came, the breeze freshened 
till it became almost a tempest, ' and the plain 
around Was a sea of roaring flamifes as far as 
the eye cpiild reach' It daunted us'li little, but 
was too sublime a spectacle to turn away from, 
till one of the family suggested that it came with 
such fiiry the stacjcs itarght be in danger. The 
thought was .instantly acted upon^ and ^very pre- 
caution htken to secure them; 'but vainly! The 
fire caineofr with fluch iiresistible energy that, like 
(fee wind*' itself, it oyerieaped all barriers. In 
less than an hour, bur' grain was Iburned' to ashes ! 
The houses, fennihg utensilsj et cet., were barely 
saVed, and we tfere lefi: iir this tl^nly inhabited re- 
gion with but a Aiouthfol of bread stuff! It was a- 
severe blow to us WiA oUr' small finances, and the 
difficulty of procuring grain, independently of that. 
" But I enjoyed that fire'. The finest spectacle 
was wheii the dtfnger had passed. While the„ 
stacks werei'bumihg mc^'e slowly, the-fiaflies swept 
furiously onward through those shrub oaks. That 
was a magnificent sight^ They riiounted quite to 
the tops of the^allest trees, and went roantlg.and 
cracking "through the silent? barrens with a noise 
that contlrasted strangely with thir w^S2.^*fet^Hness 
of the hour. * The blackness arid desblatioii of the 
fc^owirig morning, and the reflection that we had 
lost all our grain, were painful conseqtierits of such 
ati entertainment. There was, however, no danger 
of T^al suffering. - The greatest abtlndance of fine 
game abounded in our vicinity, and it could not^be 
impossible, 9o we'Aoug'ht and said, to find some- 
16 e X 



MS 1.119 ur mM^iM LAwaw 

tlmig whereof to make tire^ Oi^ liQi90d» aii4 
other property wer^ ^ared, and, we war© thaok* 
ful. 

'< By . the jnes^t summer the WBatuxal appetite 
which had^ beset ua all, disappeared, and the suo* 
ceeding stage of ac^hinotion ciaine^on.. ^art of ouc 
number wei*e pro&lir^^ed lyith' bilious £^¥er, wkkh 
in ahnost every, ease was followed by iigae^ i^id 
the others were Visited vyith that^cutapeou^ diseases 
which, you know .^sop^etimes takes the plaice of 
prostrating fev^.Y|it is the safi^/^process^ bul* 
scarcely the.nio^ i^^^^seebleH Sotae i>f ov^ p^opla 
suffered extujeyaaply W%iti u .^<wr- cgrms fuad-hapds^ 
were' perfectly .denuded of /akin ^ and in such- a, 
state, maJt, for. two (x: three weeks, those who wei^ 
not so afiOicted had td> feed them as if thery w^^ 
infants, My husband 'and I. both underwent ^ba 
Severe ordeal of a Ipng fdver, succeed^, by ague^ 
but we came through, apparently: ydth ixmrnpfirei^ 
constitutions. ^All recovered in time, and there 
has been Httle sickness among U9^ since, except the 
poor invaUd sister, who seems to hav0 been born 
to suffer. ''• * V . ' ^ 

*^* Still we have' had many seasoa^ of trial. These- 
has been more or less sickness in the country 
every summer, and we cannot sit.^wnio <^or own 
homes in peace when our neighboiv are afflicted. I 
have some^mes.rode one, two, or three miles every 
day, or every alternate 4j^y, to visit lisick nei^bcM*; 
and here our visifs are ^ot calls. We. go to per*- 
form the duties of nurse for a day or night, «id 
having no servants at hoii^, are obliged to i^etum 
as soon as possible,. ahd« notwithi^andiiig oar 
weariness^ proceed at. once to the cares df the 
family. 'We had beside, as I have already inh 
formed you, many strangers in our homea^ some 
of whom were long and dangerously ill while 
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dfecre; «idnb«sA d mnn i tmio ear i ncr ow o d our l^us* 
thens : nevertheleaB we were b«^y« In the &11 
of the third year our Httle boy came lo cheer ua 
with his beautiful preseiu^e* Ob that was a. happy 
day when I ^rst heard myself; spoken of as a . 
. mother, and happier still were those that followed^ 
as ^ur daiimg .grew j^jdefr odr cai^ He is a 
Inrown 1m^ now, since he has gene abipad sa 
much, but he was a beautiifiil babe. He had dark 
eyes aad hair» aad-a cleu: skxDi witb cheekfi tibat 
deep^u»d like the heart pf the rose. wbenever ha 
iB^ept. ^ Wetioved into thia.hQUBe the bext spring;. 
I had a ,great deal ^f labor, to perfisrmt and tha 
dear child psed to iiiit and creep on. the flpdi' front 
mormng till noonul Many a tinie, when- I h%va 
been too munch enga^id to attend to him^ my ear 
has beeoar struck 1^ the- cessation, of, his pif^e^ 
and I hava .turned tafind his- dieek pillowed uppiv 
the naked board, and his wearied faculties lost in. 
profound sleep. I have laid hin% on .the bed, some*^ 
times witb smiles, sometimes with tei^ra. I. was* 
seldom lonely now, even Mdien Ha father waft> 
away all the long diays in the field or wood. He i 
was a WQiid to md^ Ov^ society increased, too,, 
about the county. Man^f ii;itellig^nt and exceUe^t 
£umlies came into our neighborhood, and the little 
towns that' had grown^ around na, improved our 
social life very mudi, StiU we wore not so de- 
pendent. <h^ society as yotf might suppose. .The. 
charms of the country, which nerer tired .with us,, 
the delights of building a new home and beautify- 
ing it ourselves^ of having everyth&ig ffiOw from, 
natmroy under our own hands^ and* the pleasure we 
beg^ to antio^>ate in your arraval, were ample; 
Bour4ses of happiness. Bvei^ tree and shrub 
which we planted in our grounds was a conqpaa- 
ioii,, whose growth it^ was de%htful to watch. ^ 
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Every strawlierry-bfed that I discovered about the 
house was counted on as a means of enjoyment 
when we should all be once more assembled. 

"*I must be a dreamer, for I have had delightful 
visions of our wandering together long years hence, 
over these little spots, our -childrefn gathering the 
fruit, while We looked on and -applauded their kind 
2eal. ,fiut''that is all past now; I have striven 
to make my home pleasant. ■ I have wrought 
within and about it harder, perhaps, than wiH ever 
be the lot of another. I have loved its naturial and 
its cidtivated beauties better, peihaps, than any one 
else can, and now I must letive them ! It is hard, 
but hardest of all t«x leave my husband^ wh<i has 
feared these pleasures and tasks, and my bojr, for 
whom we have ''most rejoiced to' perform them. 
Yet I desire not to remain. The solace which, 
under lighter afiUctions, I learned to draw from 
divine sources, is'-more precious now than ever ; 
and though, to the huipan eye, I seem to have 
toiled through tjiese twenty-five years to gain this 
spot in lifo, and' my blessing is yet unenjoyed, still, 
' I doubt not, it is Best so. 1 have, perhaps, had my 
share of happiness. If thave^ endiiyed bitter griefs, 
I have emoyed intense emotions of pleasure. If I 
have buneted storms and tempestsV my sunshine 
has been proportionally bright If I have been 
oppressed with cares and la£>rs, my rest and free- 
dom have brought delights enough to compensate 
fiw them.' If I have been repeatedly and long 
separated 'from those I loved, I have felt the most 
Unalloyed pleasure in meeting them.' I would fain 
persuade myself that the ^t two years have repaid 
^ the ardent prayers 1 ofifered for the presence of 
my brothers and sistere, and that I am ready to 
depart and leave you all ! Once I should hlive felt 
it* my duty to bow with imi][aaiified submission to 
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my fate, a^ to a special expression of my Maimer's 
will. I should have attributed no part of it to the 
effect of natuiral causes which were left to human 
controL Now I feel otherwise. I. haVe learned 
within the last few years to be wiser, thdugh I 
humbly trust not less a christian. *^ If my resigna- 
tion is not entire and blind, it is because I feel that 
the re8j)onsibility of my early death rests on hu» 
man beings^ and that the will of the Almighty is 
expressecL in it only so far as to remove me in 

^ kindness when repeated transgressions ef His law 
Jiave placed it out of my reach to be lonj^er h^py 
and useful. Do not weep. . I ato. tired now; take 
away the piUdws, and, let me lie down. I have 
talked long, and yet ^lavd failed of relating half 
that I desire, or expressing what I feel. Bring 
me a ros^ from my favorite- bush. I would have 
something fresh and beCiutiful to win seposjP aft^ 
this long effort*" 



CHAPTER XXV. 

I NEVER saw my sister so be.autiful as she was 
at this periqd of her illness. ' But we knew it waa ' 
the beauty which ushers in decay — tl^e. rich sunset 
which is soon followed by blackest night. And 
even so it proved. The last signs. of emaciation 
began to appear as spring passed away. When 
the full^strength of summer came, the beauty had 
departed . frOm the wasting' frame, the cheeks no 
longer wore, the' hectic hue. They faded and 
grew thinner eacji day e^ wp looked upon them, 
till it seemed, when she slept, that mere emacia-: 
tion must forbid her ever waking. 

The summer began also to grow gloomy abroad. 
Tidings of disease came fr^m every part of the 
x2 



S4S *ttn iir niAniiE lakd. 

gretA Taney. Strangers from the states, soutli, 
«ast, north, and west of us, spoke o( the sufferinff 
and death Uiey had left at home, and witnessed 
along' the way ; and an unusaa\ solemnity rested 
over the whole co*» ntly . T be heaTeus see me d no 
longer pvopitioufl. The suti poured dawn his 
aoorcliinff rays upon our great prairies; but no 
isin ^11! Vegetation began to parch; the heavy 
dews gfew lighter and tJie heat more iiKteTise. My 
Bister's 8ufiering« were greatly enhanced by the hot 
and unrefreshfed 'state of the atrocTsphere, She 
pined for-ahoPK^efs, for the freshneHs, beauty, and 
odors whicii they used to awak^u in the world 
around her. She^ew weaker daily, and e:}£pTesa* 
ed a dear 43onti4Bnon that fihe should not live to 
Bee^e moiltli of Auguat. At her request, a large ^ 
B^ble was procured for ber son, and a letter wbich 
v^ had aodPMBed to him while she wae yet able 
to hold a pen, fastened among its leaves. There 
was something deeply touching in the hope which 
led tp thi» ojcU She trusted that this voice speak- 
ing fix>m a modier's grave, to a soh whom she had 
00 dearly loved, might link his affections to her in 
after years ; might be as a spoken admonition to 
hnn when ^mptiatiops crowded "his future path. 
The-beautifhl Knes begnming with 

^ liemember, Iotc,. Whd gave thee this^ 
Wfa^tr other years ahaU come,** 

were inscribed by his father on a bl^nk leaC 

She loved l3ie scriptures, and ifrequehtly asked 
to hear the sucteeftth chapter rof John read. Its 
exalted and* earnest promise cheered and strength- 
ened her. The month of July drew toward a close, 
and we could not but see that her days were num- 
bered. The form that had once been so elastic, 
was wasted to a shadow ; the Kmbs that had'never 
tired were feeble as^an infant's ; the w^ii face with 
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lis lax^, Bunken ^yes, and pas^ohless expression, 
s[ll told that a\ period would' sooh Some to ber sni- 
ferhigs and our fears. Sbe was restless ; she pined 
to be abroad, wbofre sbe could see tbe face <^ na- 
ture and the &niliar objects she b;iid so chensbed. 
Her busbfind would bc^ar her in bi^ arms to the 
. shade of the old oak before -the door, where she 
would ^it while the soft air played over her pale 
brow, and look upon her favorite shrubs and flow- 
ers wi(^ a kind of moumfi^ afiection as if she 
wtHild fain linger yet^a little while among them. 
There i^jaua One ycfcin^ xose-ittee v^icb she had set 
with her own btodd the ye^ar before in the gomer 
of the yard« It wa^ lujuiriant and fiill of , vigor; 
fibe tfegged it might bear het name and never be 
removed. ^ You oannol; think/' she said one day, 
" how iDQch I have loved, these Qowers. When 
the beai^iful wEderpeas 'lay aboufpur home, they 
were 13ce Mends 'oJPtIj6 d^den iSinbe 'to usj • familiar 
voices from a fer.land. Everything was new to 
us here. The trees were not sudi as we had play- 
ed beneath in childhood.; tl^ flowers were stran- 
gers-; the, very grasses seemed to beloncf to another 
clime. It is true there were glory and b$iauty in 
them aH, Imt the heart caniiot rejoice in what is 
altogether strange. I have often thought; if I ^ere 
placed in a world wfi^re nothing but exquisite love- 
liness and fi>rms ofbeauty grew around me, I should 
still crave some &lnilia;r object, however plain ; 
ftometbing whicK t had knOwn in tbe old home; 
Bometbitig which would be a yiaible link'to tbe by- 
gone. Tibese flowers were such ; ; many a long day, 
when I have been ail atone, I have stolen out in 
some leisure moment, and stood by them anddream- 
ed pleasant dreams of the years long gone, tiere 
was the same rose which I had thought it such a 
privilege to pluck and carry to scbool or to meet-. 
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ing. It had tbe.Bama odor, the aaine clustering 
petals, the same deep tuit nestled in , its dewy re- 
cesses, and why should I. not love it! It was a 
fleasant remembrancer of the past ; the only one 
had in all the ^^orld of nature. I nursed them 
as children, watched their growth and exulted ia 
their beauty, and the love of them will go with me 
to my last resting-place. 

" It is a^strange thing," she added ^er a pause, 
" this undying desire of the h^axt for something 
which it has before known and loved. I have 
thought much of late, whether it doles not prefig- 
ure a reunion with the objects of our eartUy af- 
fections in the spirit land ! Those who hav^. loved 
strongly here mustlbe changed in .their whole na- 
ture, if they enjoy the happiness which we picture^ 
and yet find tnei'e none who have shared their 
human afiec^on. I sometin^es feel convi];iced that 
we shall know and loye each other there; but 
then — if we found not all!^—i£ some whom wo, 
have loved and pitied; some for whom we have 
struggled and prayed, for whom we could have 
laid down pur live^, were not antong the rejoicing 
throng ! Oh, it iaja, terrible thought ! it is me one 
which most pains. me now, till I reflect that what- 
ever is, is best. IXc sometimes occurs to ine that 
the beatification of the just made perfect will con- 
sist principally in arriving at suc^ wisdom, such an 
exaltation of niind over feeling, that we shall rec- 
ognize all things in the eqonomy of the. Divine 
ruler to be right '\If the mind be thus elevated 
over our present, ejections, we shall feel no pain 
in the absence of those whom we have loved on 
earth. But it is ^fficult to conceive, such a state 
while we are here." ^ 

Such were some of the conversations of these 
last days. They were uttered in so low a tone, 
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that the rustling of the leaves or die chir{>ing of a 
bird would . drown their sound. But. we had 
listened so lotig, with 3II our senses- sharpened ; 
had become so accustomed to gather the. import of 
her speech, from the play of me wasted lips, aud 
the expression o^ her languid eyes, that it was no 
longer difficult to understand her perfectly. One 
day, when lier husband w^ sitting alpne by her 
couch, she asKed him. for the hymn book. Her 
hands had scarcely strength to. support it whil^ 
she turned the leaves slowly, and, at lengthy open- 
ing to that sublime burial -piece, commencing 

<« Unveil tht bosom, ftdtfafiil tomb," 

she banded it back, with. |t>re(]^uest that it mi^ht 
be sung at her Mineral. '^ It is 'an impressive 
poem," she added, *' aiid' expresses the hopes in 
which I die. I pray d,ajly that, they inay become 
yours, and that yXm may -bring onr bpy up to 
entertain them." , tier last hours with her son 
were very touching. • She felt an anxiety which 
was intensely painfu^ to us, to impress' a recollec- 
tion of herself upon his young meniory. .Some- 
times , she despaired, and her lamentations were 
the only words of murmuring we ever heard. " He 
will forget. me," she would say.' "He is .too 
young ! Oh if I (:;ould but have lived long enough 
to be assured o£^a place in the. affections of £e 
man . whom I have .borne. If I could feel that 
during his life, th^ recollection of hb dying mother 
would be to him what miiie has been to me, a safe- 
guard against temptation, a shield against the un- 
holy alluiement^. of a wprld in which so much 
that 18 evil must be resjsted ! But I fear he will 
lose it ! his mind is too elastic. Yet I must submit 
to it. I only ask that you will all aid in the execu- 
tion of my wishes after I am gone. You will have 
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txmny ©pportunities to i^eak of me, ftnd redalfliis 
yonng iacultie& to the effort of rememberitig me, 
BS I liave been for thfe last year. I would ntther 
lis laximoty bore its impress from my well ani 
liappy days, but that is impossible.*' 

The last days of July iver^ now drawing on; 
Und though there was no change, tither than that 
which had been manlfeM; from day to day, for 
Beveral weeks, still jiur Beloved* inraj^d assured us 
ihat she shoidd not. live ttf see August. The thir- 
tieth of July was Sunday, and a solemn day it was 
with us. ^ Tfhe angel of ^death seemed vi^ly hover- 
ing over die silent house.; Our' babe, usually a 
lively, happy little fellow, iull of laug^ aud prattle, 
tras somewhat unwell, BO 'that 6veii his pleasant 
voice^as seldoni heard in the silent rooms. The 
few words that we s^oke were uttered in Ipw 
tones; the table was Iwd very quietly, and its con- 
tents remove'd each time ''almost untouched. The 
day was excessively wama and dry. " Oh P* ex- 
claimed the suffering, mvalid, -" shall I never see 
another pleasant shower fiJl upon the fkir earth 1 
shall I never again inhale the fleBcious odors of 
reviving grasd, and flowerst and trees; nor hear 
the happy song of birds when the clouds are 
fading slway in the distant sky] How much I 
long for an this once mote. Take me out, John 5 
let me breathe once more beneath the open sky!" 
Towards night a sligjht dew began to gather upon 
her forehead. It chilled me, as if a mountain of 
ice had' fkll'en beside* me. It was a sign which I 
knew too surely foretold the fulfilment of her pain- 
ful prophecy, I pass^ my hand sdflily over her 
brow. It was bold and deathlike. Then I knew 
the dan had gone foith — ^the struggle had com- 
menced. Death was among us ! She smiled fSsdntly 
as I remo^'ed my hand. 
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^ Ifl it mmst r* ^16 whispered. Tears were mj 
only reply. " Then I have not mnck longer to 
suffer. Let theih all go to bed; I shall see them 
to-morrow morning." I sat at her ^e all night! 
As the dark hours-new by the'death davip gathered 
in cold drops upon her brow, her large hxstrou^ 
eyes grew^dim, am heft breath, came more hmriedly. 
She was restlefi^. Many toned durine the night I 
raised her from her rei^uiiibeat position; but she 
soon returned to it, weary and exhausted. Oh, 
that was such a Tigil as. I hope nev^: to keep 
again ! When morning catee she was apparently 
the same. Breakfast 'was iiet^l>ut it was, a mere 
form. . Our boy seemed more unwell, and claimed 
much of my attention^ still I 8€iEu*cely left her 
conch. She spoke little. About nine o'clock she 
said to her husband, "Between eleven and twelve 
I shall cross Jordan.^ It.wsuB even so. She was 
consci6us when the last tnoment approached, and 
turning her dim eyed tpward the clock, with a 
faint smile, extended her hands to us. Her face 
suddenly blanched— her white lips parted an in- 
stant— *-and ^1 was over! Our long-'dreaded trial 
had come. The patient spirit, to whose vrants we 
had ministered BO CMKiewy, had fled I 

Fond and laithfi\l sister ! Howofleti thy mei^ory 
steals on thescf diirtiant hours ! How often thy gnefi 
and tvials nse in paihfid array before me ! How 
jeakmsly'memory tre^ures- every unkind word or 
look I gave th^ ,-.• and how ftdthitdly does Ae set 
ihem before me, now, when to recaH th^ is im- 
possijb^e, when ^e wound whidr "they inflicted is 
no longer within my hbaHug, when all t^e arts 
which the tender^t'^^ffi^tioir can suggest are im- 
potent to procure the forgiveness that could alone 
silence regret. Thy tomb is fiir away fit)m me 1 
The silence and beauty thou so much lovedst are 
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around thee ! The winds of tipring bear l^e same 
delicious- odors over thy cpuch that played around 
th^e years ago ; the |bUage is as brigh); as when it 
danced before thy rejoicing eyes, the stream winds 
as sofUy by, as when thy Ught-^ootsteps trod its 
verdant bank. « 

,^ There, through the long, kmg jnmmMr hoarB, 

The golden ligljt doth lie ; 
And thick younj^ hetbs, and groups'of flowers. 

Stand in t^eir beatkty by. 

** The^ole doth 6uild and tell 
His l</vfi Jt^le cloacr beside thy cell; 

The idle butterfly . '. 
iJoth resthim thei^, and there are heard 
, Tlie hoa8Q.wife bee imd'hmnming-bird.'' 

iTie solemn winds of autumn moan around thee, 
and bear from, thy overshadowing canopy of boughs, 
rich offerings . to _thy tomb ! We. buried thee with 
many and bitter tears ; we- trjast in thQ faith which 
so exalted thee ^bove ^thy trials, to meet thee, 
where tears are all wipgfj away, itfvhere there shall 
be no more sorrow^ neither any sip, nor any pain. 

- • ■ ' ■■^^MJ.r.\ t^?i' ' - - r' ■ ^ . - 
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Mt sister's, dea&^wa^ Ha 'Severe affliction to me. 
Much as we had been separated by the eventa c/l 
our early y6ars. our hearts had grovm together by 
the strongest ponds of sisterly love. We had 
looked forward to an unbroken unions in the^beau- 
tiful country whither she h;ad led us, a^^ nove I was 
there^ but ^e. wi^ ^pe forever. Much and bit- 
terly did I grieve over the dreadful toid left in our 
circle bv her death. But our little boy's health 
soQn claimed, attention. He did not recover, as I 
had trusted he would^ and when the first few days 
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were past, be seemed so mach indisposed, that a 
physician was summoned, and all our- energies 
directed to hifll restoration. . I was too ignorant of 
children tO'app^edate his tfxie^ condition, and the 
hlow wWoh' had' just fiiften, instead of preparing 
me foi^a heavier one, seemed rather to be a secu- 
rity against further afflktidn. While, therefore, I 
hovered around the sick couch of our babe, sor- 
rowing over/ his siiflfeiMigs,. Which Wy< ignorance 
.did not pennit me ta apphreciate; and anxious be- 
yond the power* of language, to see him joyous 
and happy again, and besrr his musical voice, 
breaking) upon my ^silent hours oi gnef, I never 
dreamed that^ft "Would not. besoi True, I saw 
him waste day by day. I saw the fair fabe grow 
thin, the vigorous Hml|s fe^bl^ and tiny, the bright 
red lips pale 93M distoft^d- with 'suffering. His 
large black eye, inivhich lovev deHght,«nd wonder 
were used to reign akemat^, now wore only the 
sorrowing look which tells of pain ; and hii^ i&ir brow 
was contracted to a slight frovtm, as if he would 
fain resist the infliction. Yet notwithstanding all 
this, I never dreamed that he could die. It was 
strange, it now beems incredible to my ovm mind, 
looking back upon that av^r^ period, that I could 
have been so blind to -a language which afterwards 
Beemed to have inscribed hself, in letters' of Are, 
ilpon my heaH. Yet so it was ; and many a young 
mother, who has ientered upon Jiet holy office, as I 
cBdj with n» acquaintance vrith infant life, either 
pttictical or theoreHcal, wilj tjear witness, that 
even a mother's instincts are all too feeblcf, to be 
trusted without knowledge.' €>ur boy never grew 
better ; he sunk from the time-of my sister's death, 
and spite of all that skill and tenderness could do, 
just two veeeks from the day on which her life 
closed, he yielded his, and we were wholly bereft; 
Y 
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E^wn to the day of fak dea2th^ I did not antidpttte 
tlie event. It is tm^ I bad ie^t^t aiuqetieB, sym^ 
path]^ which only a mother can feel, but pteeeai^ 
nent over all these, there wea a hope, so disguised 
by its very strength, that I did not recQ^^iize iti 
true character. Whm^ tbere^Enre^ the kind doc^ 
tor, vrho had stolen an. honur from his arduooft 
duties, to spend it wilii us» said t» one of thoMi 
present, that " the little tfuflbrer would so<m bci 
released," hiQ werd^ geeBfted^o dcy-tho iwry springs 
of life wkhin Hie< I had no wiordtc^ say» no tear 
to shed, ^i^ I gased upon the little panting fonn», 
and glassy eyei. with every <&onli^. suspended hf. 
that dreadfiil sentence*^ In hatf an .hcmr, I was^ 
a childleiB mother! Snctt alcme oan) jjodge say 
feelings! 
My previous'afflictioa was uttedy forgotten* 
Who shall ever teU the l^ter, the agcmizing 
pangSj ^at rend the- very .bonds of life, when % 
mother stands by Uw cold c)ay of her oidy^ child i 
What thsongic^ recoUeetions come of hi^y hoiUB^ 
and shouts^ joyous laiAghter, and peaks of meiry 
music, whidb earth will ^ never again afibrd her 
ear; and then, oh i^ny bey<md Qom{SwrisoB» of 
pain which she has^not alleviated^ or penu^ 
has caused, of gri^ which sheKhas not sopUied, o£ 
sadness which she has not che^^ed, ot winds spo*^ 
ken in impatietice, when they should have beenr 
uttered in Xoye, of. little pleasures' domed, when 
thejjT should have bden grafted, of mortal agony, 
which she colild net shore^and Dekth deacendu^ 
in grim tyranny upon th&. little su&rar^ who is 
all unconscious of hif i^proacbv ^^ grant I j^ay 
never see another such a night, as that which; 
closed j^e life to which my own was so closely 
lifdced ! There he lay, in his little crib^ where I 
had so often frolicked with him, thr lips now aU. 
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cold and leadiBB, which, in his last agony, had 
called imploringly on me, by the dearest name to 
which ihe heart of woman ever responds; th^ 
eyes, which had so ofben looked into mine, over^ 
flowing., with mernn^nt, with silent wonder, ov 
appealing tears, closed fgr^ver* What could I 
do 1 How impotent is every form of expression, 
which grief can tiake, to relieve the heart oppres- 
sed yam sack a burthen. ^ 

Again the spot where vve liad stood so few brief 
days befoi^e was visited. The little obffin wfaicH 
seemed to carry my^veiy heart into the earth with 
it, was. ioweiiped close beside 'my sister's grav«; 
but the Is^tter had not. now power to call finth a 
single tear. We turned away« The deserted 
house stood before us : its doors were closed, its 

.windows all silent, itsnegleibted vines climbing in 
untrained profusion over the sUent walls. At atiy 
other -time it would hayo unsealed aU the fountains 
of emotion wi^in me; now I scarcely recognized 

>^ it as an olject connected jvith my feelings. The 
deepest . chord of my heart was vibrating to the 
last fierce blow,, and no lighter touch could waken 
its other strings. 

_ But the home whence our darling was forever 
gone ! oh who shaU describe its desolation ! who 
shall evejc tell-vvhat .a mother feels when she ro- 
turiis' toh^. silenl hoiise from the new-made grave 
of her only «hildl How the practised ear v^il 
li^ien for the acchistomed, greeting ; how the eye 
will wa^4^r to ijie door for fim merry face that 
was wpnt to come peeping in ;^ abd then what 
Agony, when, some &Yorite toy is turned &om the 
place where it was hidden by those little hands 
which you never more may clasp, wHch w^ never 
again. wander in playful affection over your fiwe 
and neck ! The lit^tle garments which you have 
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not had the heart to put away from your sight; 
hang* about your room as they did in happier days. 
Here is one perhaps in which the littl^ departed 
breathed away his life, and there \another *whose 
bright colors and ttoteful fashion carry your aching 
heart back t6' the days when all was blithesome 
promise and intense happiness. I shall never for- 
get the pang that Wrung my bosom when one 
morning, two or three weeks after we were alone, 
I found a toy of pine wood indented all over vnth 
the print of smafr teeth. . 'The liist hand that had 
touCTted it was my babe'^, its ftimiliar form and 
bruised surface brought tbe happy little owner so 
strongly before me, that I seemed to live the terri- 
ble parting over again. 
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The clbse of this summer fotind our home ^ 
melancholy one. Days of agony, and nights <Jf 
delicious visions that made the morning sorrowful, ^ 
wore slowly away. Abroad, the gloom ^still deep- 
ened. The sickness ^hich had begun eafly to 
prevail in various parts of the country, increased 
m strength and malignancy. . The longer the 
drought held,' the more fatal grew its ravages and 
the more cheerless the aspect of the whole land. 
Vegetation was pdrched to ashes. The dews no 
longer fell; the thirsty earth gaped under. the 
merciless sun, and the trodden roads were piled 
vrith dust, so that every breath of wind which swept 
across them and every vehicle that passed along 
raised a blinding cloud. The skies seemed to 
have shut their chambers of mercy and to have no 
relenting toward the blighted earth . For long, long 
Weeks, the heavens were watched for a cloud or 
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BOniO nigm of mercy, but in Vaiit» A hard motaliio 
glare pervaded the whole arch^ etn impassably- bar- 
rier to the blessiiiga we- ifta tpuch eraved. Mean- , 
time pain, diiei^aae, sod deaitl) were stalking abroad. 
The pestilence claioied jk^ Tibtims in almost evexy 
house. In s^me^thci oivhole familjr was prostrated^ 
and the suflerers wore dependent on tbie kindnes* 
ef their distant neighbiors to^ miBist^r to their wantB» 
The fevers took weir H^eit mtklignaot aad fatal 
character in. the ''bottom lands/' These^as^the . 
name indicates, ar^. lihe lowlai|d% bordering die 
etre^Lms, . Oi|- se^i^ of • the larger Water-Gourses 
they are very e^teWve, and on all ^^e^ hp,ye a 
character wluich strongly distinguishes them from 
the prairies and barrens above*- They are gener^r . 
ally wooded. On JEUOst of rthode bordering thef> 
large xiverf,. the- growth is ^i^tretnek' dense and 
heavy. • Gigantie trees sfaioot up on Ine rich earth, 
made by the spring '-floods of evexy seadon, and 
weave their heavy, branehoa above into a dense 
canopy which the sua cau scarcely penetrate- On 
the black soil below, which is otten ten, twelve,- or 
fifteen feet in depths and of the finest Lpam, vegeta- 
tion riots in uaUpuiifled energy. Imniense quanti- 
ties are produced^ the decay of which, with the heavy 
fohage of the trees, generates vast volumes of mias- ' 
mata. The high hJuflS then which border these 
teeming lands, together with the dense wood thieU; 
covers thamf jirevt^tit thfi cbcuktion a£ th^ purer 
air from, the uplands, and leave all t^ causes of 
disease to take th^ir most concentrated forms 
among the unfortunate settlers. Mofjt^ofthe famir. 
lies living on these tracts were Fret^ch ^nd Oer- 
man settlers. The former are the remnants of the 
old trading companies, the latter more recent emi- 
g^rautii. There are few Americani^ among them«, 
They live for the most p^irt, in Lahiui of the pQ(M>- 
17 . y 2 
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' OBtr description, and tbeir genei^l liabit6 are litde 
ccmducive to health. Here there£>re, at t^is fated 
period, the pestilence iRrnmd^ its readi^ ^nd most 
-numerous yictims* My hodb^d sometimes, rode 
through these regions^ €Lnd firequently.found Ikiuqos 
in which eveiy mewhw^ of. tl^s'fiunily was sick ; 
so dbat it was a blessing.- for d, stkranger to call and ' 
hand them a ^up;o£ water; In 'these^ districts ih- 
diTiduals were fouad ^ng.la all stages of dise^ase. 
Some had never be^s^n by^ physician ; some 
wer&.prpnounc6d to^ave^tiie yellow'fever, and the 
l^w that recovered iVore § -ghastly saQow hue that 
was frightful to behold, as 'they crept about their 
•death-stricken homes. -tOne could ride miles 
through these 4ark woods*, the. steady- sun when it 
poured through. the leaves heating the still aii' al-. 
most to suffocation, and pass on his route many 
cabins appcupently deserted ; but on e^ering he 
found two or three, or perha|^ a greater number^ 
of persons lying in the same dark roon^/ tossing 
and raging in the varieiia stages of Consuming fever. 
It was firightRil to hear of, and still more so7t6 wit- 
ness their condition. • - ~ . 

But suffering '^r^ mortality were not cohfined to 
diese gloomy districts. They spread throughout 
Ae entire ct)ulitry. Our little village was one x>f 
the last spots visited, but it paid^its tribute -in *^e 
loss of qne of its most aecomplii^ed atld excellent 
women, and the severe illness of many other citi- 
zens^ On the eighteenth of Set>tember, the day of 
the great eclipse, two infants, twin daughters of 
our village teacheT} were buried. 'I remember 
well the gloom of that aftempon, . Itvwad- easy to 
conceive how in' periods of affliction and calamity 
the benighted i^ationd tfhat^ad lived here before us 
should, oonstrue such an impressive phenomenon 
' into an expression of. anger by the Great Spirit 
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The proloBged,^and. U^nat«ral darknoss^ and the 
tdarm vrhick preva^ among the loWer i^nimals fot- 
lowing theimpiession uboady produced upon the. 
mind, ibight well, be' considered - as' eyidences of 
displea^ire in the Poiyer thftt mlee the elements^ 
^ We tmBted that onne diange would be nihrought 
in the atmosphere by thib- great event, that would 
break Ihe dreadful mpnotony of drought. ^ There 
were but -^iree ot^ fotur wells in th^ Tillages that 
afforded any water, and^th^ earthjseei^lied: actually 
consuming, under the £ery orb, now -for a' brief 
space hidden firom our weary eyes. Not a- drop of 
rain had ^IfU f<^ near sieven ^weeks, and for a 
prerious peribd of nearly twice that leiigfth. the few 
showers >that had descended were/barely sufficient- 
to' saturate the diist. 'But our hopfea were vain ; 
the 'shadow paj^sed fronr the.sun, and he rode out ' 
glarmg and Inright as ever in the^relentless heavens. 
Gl(K>m and despaix brooded over eve):ything. Na- 
ture seeded about to~ light her own funeral pile. 
People walked sloM^ly about lyith countenances 
darkened by ^eir own gidefe, or saddened with 
sympathy for their neighbors; One me\ with no- 
thing*' cheevful anywhere. I had on my pert no 
wish to'have it otherwise^ The .wid^-«pread sad- 
;aess harmonized well with my feelings. The loss 
of my boy, and this • loneliness, heiglSened by the 
previous dealji of my sister, made me shrink &om 
everything Hke jbyouaness ift the natural or humian 
world, fl my mind were .Won from its burthen 
' for a monaenth by books or conversation, it bowed 
the He^tt, more painfully and inescapably than be- 
fore. I could not get -ipy own- consent to resign 
those whom all ray • griefe could never retail ; and 
thus my days ^rore away under the ceasel^ess' 
gnawings of the bitterest and keenest emotions. 
The unafiectedly good pastor of the church which 
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^ we attetided, bajid^ meirom time to time many 
b<k>ks, the^erclsal of which he l^ugbt would teiad 
to soothe (eeHngs so'deeply wounded ; hot while 
I oppi^eciated his kindnesSi aad ^oyed^a few 
hours of compara^ye-trahqiiilHt^ qver the pagos of 
his chouse, still' I fotmd nothing of the p^iwe and 
resignation whickl/had often seen othen manifest 
under similar amictiQnis. One afterm^i when I 
had exhausted the soliloe of tears -oinefr recollectioM- 
of mj- lost bahe, the si^blime jeoosolatioQs wit^ 
which the^Psahnist huslfed faii griefs under a like -^ 
affliction, occurred {e my mind widi UB^ukal foi^ :^ 
^ I shaH go to him, but he ^hall not return to me.". 
The recolloctioh of these words dre^ me to a more - 
diligent and *lrequeik rei^ling of the s cyip tui ^e ^ a 
new set of facultie^Hfas cdled into action; and th6 

V cloud began to poM aw^y. From that time tl^ere 
was a new element mingle^ with- my grief-^K>ne 
which robbed it Df its fiercest power, softened its 

' sterner linenmentff, lighted its cUirkest depths^ I 
^o longer brooded in despairing =^ silence oyer* my ^ 
sorrows, tfelt that 'ihere were in&ciite Idve and 
infinite pity in the ditine Sfind, and there was « 
solace which words can necrer describe iu uttexihg 
them before Him. ^But the comfi^ which I fanxdA 
was n^ mirstculous shining fi>rtij of anything exter-^ 
oal ^to myself; it was no everflowitog U)untain 
which poured itself out? indepenident of my own 
state of mind ; euch as- mkny seem to^haye founds 
but simply a more exalted action of som6 power's 
which I h^ always possessed, and a parcittl sub- 
duing of others. / ' The newly, acquirc»d siqjfremacy 
of those which directed my thoughts heavenward, 
which made the departed, objects of benignant 

' hope instead of black despair, could be overthrown, 
I-^und no pawer superior to my own mind, pull- 
ing down the one, imd setting up the'o^p-*-it de- 
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' pended on myself. I found no perpetual source 
of joy flowing continuaUy around me, but only one 

. to which I could resort when I governed my feel- 
ings carefully, aiid sought it earnestly. But this 
was all that I desired, it was all that I could be- 
Bevfe true^ — itwass^ffibient.y 

The puce *8ifd e3C4^nsit^y beautiftil sei^mons of 
^ur pastor, to which I hsui before listened with an 
inteUedtual pleasure jnerely, had now s higher im- 
port, s kiftiermissien' tomy mind. The sublime 
tnuhs tird^ein^^iresting oa other accounts 'than the 
eh^wteness and simplicity c^tjie -language m which 
they wer<6 presented, Intilith I believ€jd I had 
attained wbt I liad always heard talkad of as" a 
greaMttysteryjT V^ incpai|^eb^iisibie blessing, viz., 
a religiou8,Jsdi;te^f mmd. A blessHsg it certainly 
y99A to me. Its -benignajit aspect shone far over 

' the &tiird. ; It gave me'.stren^ «nd hopefulness^ 
and'whileiit Ji^tened the present burthen, was 
itself 'a pjk^eparation fer sudi asthe future might 
brings ^ ^ / . " 

Thiks widi heaviest afflictions on the one hand; 
apd eheermg. hopes on the bt^er, closed the second 
year of Life in Ui»Jlb:|a9ri6Laiid. 
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CHAPTER I. - . ; 

Prairie Land^is t^nant^'by nunmtHis varieties 
of native birds aud animals/ Amdlig i^e fOTmer 
I have already mentioned th^^ qnail, the grouse; 
turkey, buzzard, and n^py others. Among thd 
latter i^e many whose habits and characttdi^ con- 
tribute not a little to the iiftere^ i/vhichthe countiy 
possesses for the lovexB of huiiaea: or tidventnre. 
One o£ these is. a little ground inh^itant of the 
prairies, bearing', thct^ uaeuphonic cognomen 'of 
" Gopher," and a passionate devQf»e" of subtei> 
ranean architeeture. He is a small pertoKiage, 
not much exceeding in size the 4arge whfttf rat^ 
wears a very compact coat x^ dark satiny fhr, nn- 
equaled for fineness and beant^; a long ts^l, a 
sharp nose, and a pdtich, • or'sack, outside'each 
dieek,' opening close to the coniers x>f^i|i. mouthy 
in which he transports the refuse of his ' labeilirs. 
He must have the mo9t implicit; faith in l2fe strength 
of Ms genius ; for he never sUf^ends the cultiva- . 
tion of it for a day. If h6 is ejected from premiBi^ 
which he has improved, he tiever mbums his loss, 
nor institutes legal prdoeiliHn^ to recover damages, 
but, with unabated energy, seekd anothei^ site and 
commences anew. He is both sagacipus- andjsus- 
picious ; and, in all his plans, manifests plainly a 
desire not to be unceremoniously intruded on. 
Thu^, when .he finds an eligible site, he proceeds, 
like all Settlers in new countries, to break ground; 
but, having gone under the turf, he forthwith lays 
himself out to elude pursuit. Down he goes, 
crooking and bending his path, tkow Straight, now 
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obliquely, for five or six feet.. It is not known 
that, at the end of this labyrinth, he Applies his 
thumb' to the extre^iity of his nasal organ, and 
looks bonteniptuously back ; but it is presumable 
that he enjoys something of the feeling which 
leads J;o this vesture m biped builders ; for he im- 
mediately -tiidrns toward th^ surface in another 
directioiL, and often extends hi§ researches'a fourth 
or a half-mile within a few feet of it. At points, 
B6t many rods-'dis^nt from each ot^er, he enierges 
with^his>acks filled witli egkth, empties their con- 
tents, iind -goes, back to reload; but, from each oi 
Ihese points, he nmkes a winding departure as at , 
first. T^;iu8 the little^ brown KiUock^ which he 
throws up^ are only indication^ of his vicinity, but 
afford little clue^ to his immediate whereabouts. 
These deposits are bflen found in great numbers 
together, forming a little village, in the subterra- 
neau streets of which it is not difficult to imagine 
'xsmay pleasant incident, whea toil i^ relaxed, and 
the ^ootal feelings come into play. 
' I remember, one ■ of these little towns, which 
must have . contained near three hundred little 
dark mounds ou the space of an acre.> They 
looked very social and pleasant, and w:ere calcu- 
lated,, withal, to- excite one's humor, when, on 
in^imingfx^ a. bOy, in the midst of them,^ for the 
town of — -^-weU known to eastern capitalists, 
be answered, with a ^n, " Why, this hyuris it, 
don't you see the sts^es]" Besides the Gopher 
settlement, tlj^ere were' two houses in sight, one 
about a mile, the other half that distance from us, 
in opposite^k-ections. 

The fox inhabits the prairie country, and is very 
much such a fox there as elsewhere, levying con- 
tributions on domestic poultry-yards, when it is 
expedient^ and, in default of these^ making the 
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ipQ3t an3cp^i4pus Bailies , agaki^t the grome^ 
quails, and other feathered neighbpr? of hie. He 
burrows iu the copses which skirt the jplains, ia 
the bluffs ihat border streams, and ou th^ sides of 
the most elevated swells in large ;prairies«l Hunt- 
ing him is a .sport much lelishe^ ^ the ^wiute't. 
season. * .^ >. , .^^ . 

The praiirie 4og formerly dwelt here,Jbut he has 
retired with the Indian, and i^ qpw scarcely^Ibuad 
east of the Mississippi/ He was ca ge^tie^ grega- 
rious, Bocisd ^tenant of ihis. beautiful wilderpess^, 
itnd seems,, by some, strange adhesioi^, tio the 
natives, to l^ve fled with them,^wbile many other 
animals remained, * . ^ . . 
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These are two species of pative wolf foilhd on 
the prairiesfc One is the small redvWol^ a cotn-^ 
paratively harmless ahinutl„7tarely att^pkieg any* 
thing about thefanH but sheep or small pige« But 
he is a noisy- neighbor in the night. CongregatQ^ 
in large troops, thejy trot off ^oin' yne pj»int to «iy^ 
other they desire to repu;h, and never, for a single 
moment on the way, suspend the growling, ba^kr 
injg, yelping, and i^hinmg, in wl^ieh they utter 
themselves in different moods. J remember- wheii 
I had lain on a sick bedibr several days, ^thout 
sleep, to have fallen into a^Oze about midniffht/ 
and been a^aken^ by a band of these marau^ra 
passing under my window. There .mus(; iiave, 
been a. large number of them, fqr die, noise was 
almost deafening while they passed tlie house^ A 
party of maniacs, of all ages and sexes, roaming 
the country, could scarcely ^ha^e produced a 
greater variety^ ^d confusion -q£ .i;ioise8.. It wui . 
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jm evQ spHnd t<> (Steal upon one's slumbers, and« 
lo my disturbed xuind, boded ho good. /Che next 
day we were infojm^d that their wand^ngs had 
terminated in. a Isheep-fold, about a mile beyond 
us.' The sl^u^ter was complete, not one of the 
terrified innocents having jescaped. This, howeyer, 
was ^ uncommon opcurrenca« ^ Puring a resi^ 
d^ce of i^xa years I never heard of 4 similar one. 

The Iftrge grey wolf is- much more ferocious; 
whet^ pressed by, hunger, he not un&eq^ent^y 
attacks ntentr Many cas^s at:e related of tr^relers 
who. have arrived pale and breathless at some 
cabin qiHihe borders, of a large pr^rie, their lives 
having been sav^ only by the. sp^d of their 
horgtBfi. ;The c^ravening, ^imAiAed wo^. has hung 
upon dieir heels for miles and at last been foiled 
mly'to retuTii^with deeper rage and desperation 
to die soHt^ plain? ^ Woe, th^,^to the unarmed 
traveller wIk). next crosses his path! Re fees his , 
death M^arraut in the glaring eye and gaunt, foam- 
ing moutbw ' ■ - 

In the darly period of ^hite settl^nents» die 
traveler; was sometimes startled -by cominff upon 
the bleached hemes and knotted scalp of- some 
nnlbrtunate^twho had j)erished thus terribly. But 
these are now tales of the past. The supremacy 
(^ nmn is^less disputed by these prowling maraud- 
ers, as his dwelhngs multiply, (Lnd his means of 
invading tjieir tetritcnry grow mote formidable. 
Qfioastonally, however, wheb hunger makes them^ 
desperate; they compel the unarmed traveler to 
stake his^ Ufe upon die speed of his hprsb^ or, in 
de&ttk of dkis, upon the best deface he can maike. 
I was informed by a gentleman, thtit lie Was at- 
tacked BO late as the sufnmer of iBdd, by a gang 
of theslB hungry fellows, in the midst of a prairie 
twenty-two miles in extent. One of his horses was 
Z 
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sick, and yery much^ emaciated,- and he i/ma with* 
out arms 6f any kind except % large club^-which 
bad Feeii accidentally left in his waggon, ^e 
confe^ed . that when he saw the huftgry troop 
making toward him, and looked upon hid ~ feeble 
hOfrse, and around on the empty waggon, he felt 
that thei'e were raaoy conditions more enyiabld 
than his^ 09.,they came/«nd for want of better 
tactics, Erected all their forces against liim. He 
was' a^ large and very powerful ncian, and having 
previously made such preparations as the circum- 
stances permitted, behave his startled horses the 
rein, and seizing t^e club, addressed hiipsel^ solely 
to defending the waggt>u. He dealt hisblmwwit^ 
so mudi vigor and rapidity^ that whttt with the pro- 
gress made by the teaim, clnd the bcliised heads 
and feet they bore^down from each assault^ £h^ 
at length gave over, and parted .cotepaiiy with 
him; but not without; man'yrloc^ aiid growb; 
which seemed, to threaten dire yengeancev should 
they ever meet him ki si inor6 helpless state. 

A most melancholy occurrence took place not 
far from us in the winter crf^'SS — 9, to which thiese 
lawless animals contributed;. though h<>W«&r<coQld 
never be ^^orrectly ascettained.^ A- poot-feUoi^ 
laboring under terapoi^try derangement, ]0ft his 
dwelling eaiiy one cold evenilifi;' when the snow 
was twd or three inches in dejitn, aiid still falling 
fast; and although the most diligent searehr was . 
made for several day?, no knowledge of .him was 
obtained till the following spring, wludn on plough* 
ing a neighboring corn-field,* his bones were feiuid 
sciU;tered over it, peeled of most c^ their ^sh, and 
exhibiting thrilBng proof that aftcor* death, if not 
before, his liml^ haa been torn by these merciliBSS 
animds. ' . . 

. In the early years of the settlement such paiafiil 
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events liot unfrequeBtly staitlecL die inmatee of the 
rude cabins which bordered the prairies. ^ There 
wer^ £dw other ferocious -aniipals to disturb the 
quiet of the setderis. . Occasionally a catamouiM or 
panther was found in the dark, wooded bottcnna^ 
but the treeless plains were never visited by them. 
There the won seems to have- been undisputed 
monarchy and, like the. hyena of the desert, when 
living prey was not. at hand, he rifled the tomb of 
its sacred trusts ', 

An ineideiitof this kind, connected with the first 
settlement on one. of the most beautiful prauies m 
the state, had' a thrilling interest ds it was commu- 
nicated to me. " • 
_ Thereat road iknuth^northem^to the southern 
extremities ^ the state paisses, for the most part, . 
<>ver large prairies. These are sometimes divided - 
by groyes two or three miles in «lxtent, soniedmes 
by open, (^lirsely timbered tracts, called barrens, 
and soqaetimes'by^a mere thread of timber^ tower- 
ing above the 9welling.plain, showing a dark greep 
Jine' at the distance of miles,' the first, glimpse o£ 
which 6ften elicits a cheerful '•toid ho" 6t)m trav- 
elers wh6 are unaccustomed to these long voyages 
hf lepra, firma. This* road intersects at reoria 
Ae Iffinois river, with which it runs 'nearly parallel 
for sixty 6r seveijty miles, at a distance varying 
from four>to eight, ten, and fifteen miles ^m the 
stream. The wood which crowns the blufis of the 
stream stretchies back at frequent intervals in lone 
Hues-, and fringes the plains over iwhich the road 
passes. These grbveS are generally very beautiful. 
They are usually seen on die high swells of the 
prairies, t^ir outlines clearly defined on the hori- 
zon, long befoi-e^you reach them. Their edges 
are bordered with the plum, hazel, and other fruit- 
beari^ig trees, and shurabs, which are frequented hj 
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birds, hares, s<]niiTel8, et cet^ The mudc, life^ 
and freshness. of these wbodlanids, together with 
their utility to the huisbandman, Jed the early set- 
tlers to select them as the sites of their new homes. . 
JThere the cabin^was lai4 up u^der the sj^ading 
boughs of the outermost trees j and there the hardy 
fi-ootieHsman placed, his family, remoti^ from every 
artificial meaiw of comfcwrt, "alone with nature," 
tich, beautifi4 Ktajestic, naCure in the silent prairie 
land. ' - r ' 
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1% wfite at fme of these spots that the incideni 
referred' to took- place. On the northern sid6 ' of a 
prairie, eighteen miles in extent, two groves ap« 
prpach within a short disianc^e q£ each Other from . 
the east and west. They lie on a lofty swell of 
la^d and are Visible many miles awiiy; The plain 
between these dark green promontories is^smooth 
as the unruffled sea, and yoa fancy as you look upon 
its quiet outline, while the tree-tops toss, aiid swell 
against the clear blue fky, that the (Smallest objebt. 
would be disctaiible^ !l^resently a 'short dstk, line 
rises against the light, and as the c^dxih toils over 
swell aii^r swell, and brings you nearer the ol^ec^ 
it growa distinct, permanent, ahdr-bold, and Catena 
itself with a stnyige pertinacity on the eye and 
mind. It concenti:ates your wandeiing thoughts^ 
and you wonder what could have led to the con- 
struction of such -an object oh that spot. No 4wel* 
ling OP other tenement is visible,^ and die green 
wall of the western > grove rises apparently a fuU 
mile -from it. , There it standi witiiout' proportion 
CMT symmetry, itshankh angles hnrelieved by a single 
shruh> its silent walls, brown with the storms of 
years. It is a tomb! Farther bade in the grove^ 
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stands a bouse near wbicb {ts silent tenant lived 
and died. 

Long before tbese lands Wew vacated t)y tbe 
Indians^ a settlor cam^ bitHer j&om the eastward, 
>witb his family. He. was jfoving through these 
b^audfiil gardens^ in search of a spot whereon ta 
liiake his home. Chie inoming his "vj^ite-topped 
waggon entered t)ie southern bdrder of this large 

Erairie, and, all day, was- seen' by the wondering 
adians at .the grove, to rbe and fall' slowly among 
the green swells, .coming, nearer and nearer, till at 
nightfall ivbdWd on tbe^ line where lib solitary 
tomb Aow stands.- , Here the^ travelers encamped, 
and x)ne who has visited thi' spot, will .not wonder, 
that when ^he patriarch had seen the next sunrise 
on the sc0ne .befi>re Um, he declared their jour- 
neyingS' ended I . A. site was 'selected in the grove 
for their cabin, the log^ were felled^ and laid up 
by the father and his sona, and^a frontier home 
soon ^eiii ita^smoke ctXrling through^ the overhang- 
in|^ boughs. Thdir only neighboj*^ were the ram- 
bling Indians wba^in their excursions from the 
nortb aiwl soutb, always ^halted at this erove, 
,They had. no domestic animals save the-- mthful 
cattle that had xiraiyn them and a dog. 

For many months after the cabin -was built they 
depended on wild game find fruits for subsistence^ 
The r^ of the lather Drought dpwn abundanf 
supplies of de^^-and :grotise4 and.the smaller mem? 
bers of liie family could trap the quail^gath^ ber- 
ries and pbtms, and beat the hazel and^nut trees* 
The wife. ,and mo^er wrought patiently for 
tbose she lovQd. Her, busy hands, kept a -well or- 
dered home duriqg^he 4ay, and at ni^t, they plied 
the 'needle to the wardrobe of her little household 
band. It wba already scanty, and materials to re- 
pkbce tbe.wonH>ttt gannents ^«ere far away, cynd 
z2 
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would/co^ what she bad not tk) give^ When one 
was worn beyqnd tk^ resuscitating powers, of hes 
needle, its place was supplied as well -as ^ight be, 
by the skins which they- had taken ibom their, game. 

Sunrij^e and, evening twilight found die father at 
}m labors. He had no hsarvest that year, but if he 
i^ould reap the nelt, much pireparation vgqaust be 
made before the winter cs^me. First, the turf was 
broken where he; proposed to plant his oom, rails 
were next made and lai(f around^it, some of the 
native hay w«s gathered and piledup at the e&met 
of his cabin, ^nd a little gai^en feiiced^ and 
ploughed. When- all these things.-'Were done, 
there yet remained the journey to the nearest set- 
tlement for winter goods and grains, and for the cow, 
which could not longer be dispensed with. When 
all was ready, the father and his eldest scm started 
in the enrigrant waggon; and were absent many 
days, during e^tch (n which the mother and her 
little children — ^prote^ed, if danger came, only by 
the d6g-r|:looked anxiously out upon A^ great 
prairie, now embrowned by the frosts 'of autumn, 
and wondered whep they wotild r^Uunj. Tl)^re 
were few ^travelers then m those i^ninhabited \ 
plains. Day «fter day passed, and no sign of life 
Was visible on the plain, save -the d^er bounding 
among its crisp herbage, or the iamishe4 Wol^ 
rushing ma^ly against the winds which bore the 
scent- of prey. The iAten^ isuushide which flo6d<erd 
this iBwaymg sea, was now softened by the^ hazy 
atmosphere i>eculiar to those plains in. tl^ autumn 
months, the flowers were all dead, tb6 trees dis- 
robed, and a wild, Vast desolation, which pene- 
trated, the soul of the <lone woman, seemed hover- 
ing over the fa^e.of her new home. 

. On the fifth day, a party c^ Sauk warriori, plumed 
and painted, ei^ered her ^IweUingl Her heait 
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beat quick, and her eye glanced wildly toward her 
little ones, a§ their swarthy figures darkened the 
door ; but a moment restored he^r self-possession. 
She knew they ^v^re not enemies, and felt secure 
in^heryeryhelplessnessr They had not lived^much 
among die whites, and it requires, some teadbing 
to induce the savage to fall on a helpless person 
who 18 not his £be. With' the few .words and signs 
which she had acqiiired, she entered into conver- 
, sation with them, and learned that they wqre .on 
their way to give battle to the - Kaskaskias and 
Peorias. Here was a^ new cause of solicitude ; 
her^ hu^band'8 road lay through the batlle-ground, 
and who could tell what savages, seeking blood, 
might, do 1 or what would be his fate, should he 
f^l betweeti the hostile parties 1 Offering them 
such ho^itality as her ppor home > afforded, and 
praying Wat it might purchase the»safety of the ab- 
sent^ she signified her' popes ^d fears, and watched 
theii: retarejiting footsteps vnUi a fcbding heart* 

All day she bent ^r.^yes to sdan the plain, but 
nothing met her search save the forms of the 
retreating watriors, which grew dimmer with dis- 
tance and the fading light^ till at length they Were 
whoUy lost.^ 'Ml^itb.achmg head and anxious heart 
she put bet. littie ones |o bed; and when they 
slept, she rose and; looked anxiously out upon the^ 
night. • Black broken^ clouds were driving across 
the heaven^ at' a fearful rate, and the wind rushed 
through the naked trees, and howled around heir 
chimney, like some bvi^ spirit demanding sacrifice. 
The only vHndbw of ;her cabin lo9ka over, the 
plain ; and there she stands' gazing as if the day< 
ught rested on it, and^she hoped each moment to 
see the long wished-for object heave in sight. 
Presendv a strange light gleams on the blackened 
sky! What should it beljnot Kghtning, for it 
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rose ; instead of f^Hpg, and hnng longer oti tiie 
sight than the electric flash. But it is' goti^ i — npw 
again it comes, stronger, and .looks as liP the bright, 
. fiery sun had lost his place^ and Without any pre- ' 
cursor were< rushing up the, s^th^in sky. .Again 
it ahnost disappears; but the &int tinge is soon 
increased^ and a bi*>ad glare bursts up which over- 
whelms that wido^^d heait.' The dread&l trudi 
pierces her v^ry heaxt^ and makes her whole firame 
tremble. The prairie.is on fire U'Oh GfodT what 
a. conticti6n ! She remembers now that they llaye^ 
talked of prairie fir^, and pro^iised theinselyeB 
much pleasure in beholding them; But she never 
dreamed of- the red demon as an enemy, and one 
to be encountered in this dreadful solitude.- ■ 

Her heart sinks within her.-' There are no'm^ans 
to avert or escape its The only living things about 
her are the childreh and^the fiiiithful dog. 'The 
former are sleepingvquietly, aUd ^e latter sits at 
her feet gazing m her face with a mQte^ ^inpathy 
that brings tQars to herieyes.' She does not need 
to look for the light now, for it* has gained so that 
she cannot escape its glare. -The wind is bearing 
the fire ttlmost with its own speed' acrojss th,e hn" 
niense savannah. She cannot ealcuhtte the dis- 
tance at which^ she .first t^aw it, but if it were at the 
extreme southern bprder, it must, vrith such^ ^ 
wind, reach her in a few hours, nay, even less ! 

But what to do, where to go I '^erush^ to 
the door. Merciful Heaven ! It is ill one sea, of 
dry combustibles around her. Grass, dry grass 
every whei'e! she can find no refiige, Itevery 
tree-tops, if she could gain them, with those she 
is bound to save or ^perish with, would afford 
her do protection from^ such a sea of flame as is 
roaring yonder! The wind increases, the.elements 
seom tp.grow madd^ as the flame approaches, and 



aggravate Itm fury. With every bttet, it towen» 
and dirlar cuid then; e« if enraged 4it its own^ im-^ 
potenoe^ aaaks amonaeHtoiilleiily, to gatlier strength 
for a fireah'efEbart. 

There is ar large <5reek about four miles away,^ 
and on lliiB ishe Jene woman ttangs her last faint 
ho^ The ^fnoA will not befiielad her, and she 
can (Hsiy hopp t^ the waters, piay nrrest the 
flame. Hapless ironMA) she litde* knew the 
strength of ihe devastatioff demon that was let 
loose that ittgfat ! - A slender t^ead of water to 
sepantte her .^netn saph a surging s€^ of flame I 
put if it did not.pretect her ! What then ! • if the 
last extremrty eame 1 wl>at should fhe do! She 
oould haiw hut.feW'mome|its to -v deliberate, sket 
tk^ dreadful £00 cooseed this 4ine. B^\ri)dered, 
almost etupi$ed> by the terron of her condition, 
she had nbt waked h^xhildpen. She. had con- 
templated ^iv dneiidflsl face ak)6e, altaiost in 
stlenca, and with.l|tde -action^ liter she opened 
tiie door^aiEid waSv overpowered by the cohrictioB 
that to leave the house was ev^n more certain 
deatbJthan to remain* * - ^ 

Now, when the time grew short, and the hot 
breath of her relentieas mk rushed fiercely around 
her, she- addressed herself rapidly, to the c^re pf 
her Mttte ones; she woke tWm with n^eh difli-^ 
euky, and with nnSdi more, brought diem to compre- 
hend the danger that avmted them. One l^ely boy 
enjoyed die spectacle, and ch^ped his hands,*^ and 
akaQst->maddened his < mother, by rushing out to 
get a fairer view of the wonderful scene; But 
v^^re was the dog t tbe noble dog who was her 
only intellwent flriend in this '^earfhl time 1 Her 
quick mind had connted on liis prbtection» in case 
die should escape avd -were sheltei;l^ss. But 
where was hel . She stepjped io the door^ the 
18 
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li^t wa9 Bpw stroag and r^real«d diMmctlj erery: 
object., He was nowhere to be seen i .<She made 
the wood ring with his B$sm, and presently a low 
siipplicatmg bark was bome to her eailB on the 
hot wind. 

The fire had <nrds8ed the caseek, and was tearing 
its wayf like an* infuriated demcm, up the plain, 
A few minutes must-dedde h^^te^^he'^fell on 
her knees, and commend^ herself and her help- 
less babes to the mercy of her G^od; and then 
^Qse^.cahnr^d collected for. the ement. She. hfid 
not, ^hitherto, Contemplated the wonderful ~i»cena 
apart from. the dangers with whic)i it was frau^> 
but how, for the first time, jshe w^l»tnick with its 
grandeur and sublimity. It was an unhrokeii Hue 
of flame, wide as the >ye could i^each^ mounting, 
roaring, crackling, and sending up <;olumiis of black 
smoke which, as they r6s«, became rarer, .i^nd^ 
rising still higher, were reilluminated^o'as to ap^ 
pear suiQtber devouring demon sweeping the 

> heavens. Mercy and- hope seemed a|like cut' off 
by its angry glar^. The .fiery vfall shut out ^he 
world b^ind, except occasionally) wliena blast 
defl it, it^opened upo9 a. black chasqi that liooked 
like the funeral vault of nature. - - . ^/ ' 

Scarcely had eiie .taken this brief survey, anid 
noted, the nearer approach of the. flaipae, when the 
dog cam'<d bounding to her side^ and, with the 
most earnest petitions, sought her attention with*- 
out the door; She followed lum a few steps, 
scarcely thinking what she did, but, finding nothing, 
and seeing ^im making, rapidly for soii^e distant 

- point, she turned ba^ck, iclosed the doo^, f^d sat 
down before the vrindow to -.watch the progress of 
the fire. In an instant he :was there, pawing, 
whining, howling-, and, by every means in his 
power, isoliciting -her attention. B^ore she coulll 
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open the door to admit .him be bounded throngh 
tbe window. ' ' 

"Merciful O^ I wbat bave you done ! we sball 
all be consumed — tbere i(^ no bope now 1 '.' He stood 
at ber feet ; tbe strong intelligence of bis fUce fas-^ 
einated her eye ki . spUe of the -dahger; What 
could be mean? In an- instant the sagacity of 
his instinct flashed upon b^r. ^To the Roughed 
6^1 , Yes^'tbera was bope^ and tbt&re ak>ne« 
dbe seized the* two younger children in one arm, 
and almost iifking the othiirl^y'^er band, she fled 
along tbe trodden path; the ^delighted dog going 
before, , and manifesting bis *joy by every sign in 
bis power. They gain :Aie fi9nc<9-"-tbe -fire is at dieir 
heels, it almost blisters tbeir unprotected faee^ ! 
Qfie or tVo more leaps^nd tbe herbless viound is 
gained. ^The fire bas^odung now to feed on, and 
almost fauit/witb tbe suddenand certain safety, the 
exhausted mother drops on the^ground among, her 
helpless infants. \ ..' 7 ' 

'' Merci&l' Sayior, what sin escape !" In a {eist 
minutes the flames are besieging the l^use,. the log^ 
cohered with dry bark are but a^morsel "in, their 
fierce jaws,' the -hay^'Stacli ^kes fife «nd communis 
cates^to the rest of the^ cabin, and wl^yie the'greait 
Tolinnetyf die ftre sweeps among the tfees and over 
the pkan, it leaves^|he beiivier mati^rials to be conr 
sumed more slowly. Long did tbe jigbt of the 
burning home, therefore, blight the eye of the ^oine 
woman afler the '' prairie Are- ' bad done' its worst 
around ber and; gone, bearing rpin and devastation 
to tbe norlbem plains and groves. Worn out by 
the terrors of tho night, she* sank into the sem« 
blanoe of sleep, oxa, the naked earth, among her 
babes, with ber faithfhl protects crouched at her- 
feet. '• . ■ ■ -: - ■ 
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CHAPTER ly. 

She woke in the moramg to tie jxaad realkj 
wfaidi bad. beem briefly JbsgottiBe ; but ivbicb now 
broke witti fltxmmng fercq upon'' her eetases^ . Het 
chil<ireB. were dialed and bnn^ry. The: 8poc 
where late their pleanOit lieiath^MLs shone waa m 
heap of moiildermg branda abd blackened ashea; 
YnA, vdncl^ ti|e mormngvHnda wenr toying in 
aerry paatnae. There was neither food nor shdi* 
ter! and M^n she* rose to her feet and^ looked 
ont upon^ie plttn, ks fltrange-appelurai«be startled 
hcT, it seemed mona hoiingdlera than ever, itnd the 
i>lackne8S'0f desolaticm brooded over every fi>ot 
of it. fo was clean shorn g( every hkde of vegetal 
tkm,-and )ft0)eared, within ^^he last few hones, to 
hare been liHghted with a curse fixim which the 
amHes of heaven could ^eatc^y redeem it; > 

With faltering steps the unhapW woodan gadi^^ 
ered.l^er litde tmes^ and prepared- to lea^e tbi^it 
. cheerless bed. But whither shoidd tney go ! tii&re 
was no house within many miles. Beside hn* own 
little roof she had not se^ another since^tbey^ li^ 
the last i^dement. To ^eetk shelter oi^ bread, 
there£Biie, €v€tm others was impossiHew H^ only 
resoufce was to search the wasted . wood and 
plain. fer root^ or nnts, or whatever might he left 
to snpport Iffe, till herhusband^s return.- The fire 
of her cabin .would warm . the shiTering babes fi^r 
eiie or tw)o days at least, apd if help- came not 
then, she isiust trust herseif to die m^Seies of a 
toomey oyer the bleak desiszt. . 

Bending b^r steps^ therefore, towards the smoul- 
deling ruins, ihe soothed and warmed h^ childr^i, 
and set out with the generous-"dog to search the 
grove for food. It was a^ desperate pilgrimage : 
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most of the nuts and fruks in the vibmity at the 
house, had beei^ gathered and deposited in the 
lofb for winter use ; and of those that were left 
uppji the ground, few bad escaped tlie consuming 
flames of the previous night Ogcasionally. she 
found one sheltered by a decayed log or a heavy 
cluinp of gtass,. which the fire in its haste bad not 
Stopped to devour. But they were, rare, and she 
had three mouths to feed beside her own ! A 
scanty meal was, however^, obtaitied^ and she re- 
turned to the fir6. ^ The warmth Relieved their 
liiifferings more effectually than the coarse mcMsel 
they had eaten. The Iktk ones wondered where 
the bouse was, but rejoiced in the , great pile of 
burning Ipgs, and after a little time^ the mother 
had the happiness of seeing them forget thdir hun- 
ger in some mOTry games. , 

'Lo^g and intensely this day diA het eyes dweB 
on t^ wide, black plain! <She had np need to 
l6ok so earnestly, for the most careless glance would 
have revealed tto white covet of the Waggon if it 
had beeti moving over the dark, surface., Nocm 
passed» and brought no signal of mercy. She 
could see the brown deer ieaping timidly over tji^ 
scorched waste, and the grouse wheeling his shorti 
svdft flight ftom jpl$ce to place; but this wiBis all. 
Another night of dreadftd solitude ! exposed to 
cold and hunger, and to the starved wolf [ shelter* 
less, weaponless*— the dog their only defenee. 

During the day sbo'had founda lew of the 
groiind-nutSt which grow quite abundantly in the 
edge of the grove ; with theee^ she fed her little 
ones; and p^ing "with nearly all her clothing, 
wrapped them in the -scant covering; and wiUi 
pleasant words,' \^hile her hearl was^ bursting; 
soothed them to sleeps and laid them on the charred 
turf -to the vnndwara of the smoking pile, while, 
Aa 
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with her noble dog, she sat down to watch their 
slumbers. At intervals, for several, hours, the 
winds bore to her aching ears the short, queru- 
. lous barking of the small prairie wolf, and once;or 
twice her , very blood curdled' when the shrill, dis- 
mal bowl, by which the large, grey wolf siimmons 
his neighbors for an attack, resounded over the 
bleak waste 1 The night was ' utterly black. Be- 
yond the little circle, faintly lighted by the wasting 
embers, nothing could be discerned. "Her eyes 
would not ^axn her of an enemy within thre^ 
. yards ;, and as often as she ^ peered into the dark- 
ness Q,\ every new sound, the faithful dog would 
nestle to her/ si4e* and lick Her hand, and turn bis 
intelligent eyes tp ward hers with ah expi*essipn of 
synapathy. and ^onfid^nce that cheered her solitaty 
vigu more than she could tell. -^ ' ' 
' jrh6 cold winds Jiowled, around her thinly clad 
frame and chilled it to the core. The noised one 
by one died iway, and, spite of the liorrors of her 
condition, a drowsiness stole over her which' she 
could scarcely resist Her eyelids drooped, and 
her shivering body swayed slightly, to and fro, 
when 4i© ismouldering ends of the Idgs tumbled 
into a new position, and sent npward a volume ot 
shining, crackling sparks, which roused her smking 
energies and htaced her for another hour's watch- 
ing.. At last.Uie darkness became profonndly 
silent ! Save the steadypressiire of the wind, not 
a sound Was heard^ The nocturnal wanderers 
ie^med to have withdrawn to .their haunts, and left 
nature to the undisputed reign of night. Chilled, 
and faint with fatigue aha i£asting, the lonely 
watcher could ho longer preserve her wakefhlness ; 
she curled her shiveiing form close to the sleeping 
babes, and left the vigu to the faithful dbg. 

It was stupor rather than sleep that locked her 
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feculdes tin the cry. for food recalled thepi. The 
fire was dimmishii^ff ; the su^n was up, but he 
locked coldly thn^h admass of leaden vapor that 
was crowdmg up the south-eastern sky. The 
whole heavens were curtamed with the still, sul-^ 
len >mass which threatened every moment to de- 
scend in rain. A few hours before, she £ad thought 
her conditioii could scarcely be aegravated^ But 
the impending storm was little le^s to be dreaded, 
in their feeble state^ than the tenibie fee which 
had exposed them to it. Her limbs were stiff and 
. fi)ll of pain ; her brain reeled, and^hep si^ht becape 
dim, as she rose to her feet .and.prepared to (Search 
t^ grove once more fer some&ing to sustain life 
in her hungry cbildreno - ^ - 

Herowu desire for feed was TOne-; she would 
have loathed die most tempting viands. But when 
the little ones himg upon her garments and begged 
for biead,^he summoned her feii^ting. limbs to one 
more effort; aud, taking a direction which had not 
been tried before, she feui)d, after a long and pain- 
ful search,;. a few stalks of the ground-nut, which 
Ifer feeble: hands with difficulty removed from -their 
firm hold upon the soil. The roots of these afforded, 
a morsel wherewuh to still the cries that pierce^her 
heart. And when there' was qo farther hope, and 
her limbs totter^ed ^neath her, and strange rack- 
ing pains wrung her worn body^ she hastened back 
to the spot whidi still seemed home, though nought 
of home was there, and felt, if her hour were come, 
it were bettee^tp lie down and perish by thode 
consecrated ashes, than in the cheerless wood. A 
drizzling rain wa9 felHng when she reached the 
spot, and threfLtened to increase. It would be im- 
possil^le to preserve the fire long ; but pushing die 
brands together, ^he gathered her trembling little 
imea about her knees, and, between her periods of 
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agony/ Bcmglit to hnpreto their iQemories with f^ 
terrible eventB that aad befallen ^them. She ent- 
deavored to make the eldest bo^r comprehend that 
he might be the only ikrrator .whom' his ^uher 
would find, should he ever return ; and leA many 
tender messages for him and for her first-born. 
With pallid, tesurfiil face he promised to do as ^e 
desired; but urged her to teH him where fldie 
would be when his &lher> eamiS, and whether his 
little brothers w^re gding with her^ to leaTe.him^ 
all alone. 

The rain. increased, and their dtefiehed gar-' 
ments gave the chilling blast redoubled pow^r^ 
The embers hissed and blackened, and «oon re- 
fiised to. warm the shaking group/ Like the pangft 
of de^th grew the mother's .agony !^ — as certain and 
relentless 1 And there, beside the reeking ruins of 
her home, the .Ufti^ earth b«ieath, and the pitiless 
storm abore, there alcNM, het .only attmidants the 
hetoless children and the dog, who sat at her head, 
and secnned almost to weep . over her> writhing 
fbrm^ the hapless woman gave birth to a little be- 
ing, ivboSe ejres never ^eped to the dtfsc^tion. of 
its natal hour I' ' . 

Long did the mother, 1i^ unconscious alike of 
fhe terror-stricken cri^a of the children, and the 
moaning caresses of her dumb fiiend. The day 
was.fiur advanced when her eyes epe^d on the 
dreadfui scene. The cold rain was pouring stead- 
ily down, and twilight seemed ^>her fiunt eyes to 
be creepitig over the earth. A pleasant sound v^as 
rin^ng m heft ears, but it waa eitheif a.dreun» or 
Its import had &dcdL from her mind before it. was 
fully-gmsped. She made an. effort to rise, but fell 
sen^lessv Once^again, heir ^es opened, and this 
time it was no illusion. The eldest of her littje 
watchers was shouting in h^r ear, ** Mother^ I see 



fiuk^V waggon;^' tnd tbeire i»de^ it was, cbfii 
at hluid before his tintx^ed e^e had cUseoverenL 
it. All day it had he&n toiling aeroea the hlack 
|»rairie t The riim had softened the tarf» and tlie 
wheele aaok tnt&out.tJutting H^ ^.that t^ last 
jfew miles hod hi&a ittconceivablj tedioiuk . The ^ 

' mpujmiiig giuila tifi the plain had vUraek the heacta 
of both fa&er'^ai^ ioa witib ind^iibable terrair. 
The fonnet would hate left his r slow team and 
floWn across itj but his aoB had diarge of the cotis, 
«ad thi^ was invpossibiew . More, alarmed and ex- 
«i|ed as he adyaliced»he W^sdll obliged to restraim 
hk intense fe^KggSy and aceoWtmfxIate his jnogresB 
to the sk>w motion cif the tired caittle. ^ Ni^t drew 
on before the. desokJ^oii €^ his home was rerealed 
to him.. When wi^nii abcm^ a^nule he ^61^ hove 
disepTered the bouse^ but all was a lOTel Waste! 
Untfl^ longer to endure the toriur^, he i^rang 
forward^ lea^Ug4;he*anknds to follow as they chose. 
.He flew, he AM$ed,^aiA the dog bounded to'meec 
the well-lo^wn voicev . When the bc^ sow the 
waggDB^ the .fitber had just left it, .so ihat even as, 

.'he repeated th^. joyfiil tidings^ the tbridkito man 
stood avtt iAkem^ haH^stupified by the effort to 
comprehmid the natun .and exiefsA of has ealami- 
fties. ■",-■- r' ■ ■ '\ \/ ^^ 

A group of perishing children, an infant corpse, 
a^ dymj^ wife ! aiJid all, all gone, wherewith to 
minister even the decent ceremon^ of such a 
period. . Oh, how bicteriy his heart^ciC^d the day 
when he trusted thq ireacheroiis beauty that in- 
Titeid him tbe]:e. He raised the dying woman in 
•his arms ; the seal was oll'h^: g^ing eye, and the 
faint fluttering at her wrist foretold the last and 
^worst that could befall him! Slowly, word by 
•word, she told- her agonizing tale. He threw his 
.garments over herj and wiped tbe rain^lropj 6rom 
aa2 
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her face, and drew her to his heart - But the cold 
dew returned, and told that storm- or shelter would 
be soon the same to her 4 {le prayed her for- 
myenesSytind with wild, incoherent words, accused 
hims€|lf of 4ier cruel miurder. She yindicated him 
from these accusations with All her little strength, ' 
and with nrany messages for her absi^nt son« and 
many prayers for her dear children andtheir father, 
she resigned her breath, tust as the last light was 
fiiding from the western sky. ^^ 

She had begged that her tomb might be made 
on the site of the burned cabin? Andthere, When 
he had watched twa days and nights by her. un- 
sheltered corpse, and hewn a rough coffin t6 
receive her and hef untimely babe, she was de- 
posited. ' The grave was a rude hollow, stooped 
with sticks and the hands of the widowed hui(band 
and his sons. The preparation^ were completed 
and the dead lowered on the a^moon of the 
second day. At midnight;' a^ troop of famished 
wolves attacked .the holy spot, and but for the rifle 
of the husband, would have torn its '^cred con- 
tents frdni their rude r^posQ. The next day he 
•felled the nearest trees, and laid ihein in the' form 
of a vault on the spot. And this it is which greets 
the traveler's' eye so^ many miles away on the 
untenanted prairie ! ' /' ^ 

'■ The grove has since retired- and left the tpmb 
alone 1 a bold an^ solitary mark oh the high line of 
the horizon. The plain below is still unchanged* 
It is the bame rich, green expanse in summer ; the 
same bleak, howling waste in winter. It is now 
skirted with farms under' the edge of the ^vood- 
lands. ; ^ 

One Cabip has 43prung up in its midst, on the 
bank of the stream. But it is forsakeii and dilap* 
idated. Its door is gone, and the rough plaimp ' 
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whidi m%d6 the floor have b^en used ^a fu^el, by 
cfpiigrants who have encamped near it. Its small 
cellar yawns dismally in^ the face of the curious 
traveler who* looks withizr. - 



CHAPTER V.y ' : 

SiK^H were scnhe of the incidents of eatly life on 
the fhnitiefs of prairie land! ' Yetfthe hcudy set- 
ders came and dotted th^ little ^ved with their 
cabins and inclosures; their domestic animals in- 
creased rapidly on these ricjn pastures; and in a 
ifew y^ars DTOm Jthe time the firetrdweiling was built 
on the border of a prairfe, considerable herds of 
cs^tle and large droves of horses might; be seen 
frolicking and feeding, oil it. The eaily settlers 
were pa.rttcularly fond of the latter animaL' . Living 
as they did, in the vicinity of abuiidant and deli- 
cious game, they cared comparatively little for the 
flesh of domestic animals. They used l^e ox less 
for draught too, than the^ffriculturist of the east- 
tern states do. The tuirf of meirflelds once broken, 
they have little further use for them. Tteir motion 
is too slow to suit the quick and changing dpsires of 
the frontiersman. His work must be done quickly, 
and at brief periods* He is not the steady, pa-' 
tient laborer of twelve or^Mden hours. If' his 
seed is to be put in the earth, he "plants a few 
acres, then mounts his fleetest horse, and rides to 
the neighboring towf^ to address his fellow citizens 
in behsdf of his o\vn or his flnend's, claiin to some 
political office; or he takes his 'rifle and pursues 
the diSer, or hunts the grouse or quail. 

Thus swifl; horses are die most valuable stock of 
these people. Beauty, however, is rarely combined 
vrith' fleetness, and the best hce generally short* 
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InHed. Thi^ k atttibuteol to the early period at 
Mrhitk tbey are trained to sendee^ to the random, 
uncertaiB charaicter of their lab(nr*> *^d perhaps 
not less than eithef, to the exposorefe they endure 
for want of shelter and proper care. 

For^a western settler w^ liv« many years on 
his farm, without ever having a barn, or other out- 
building of"9my kind, except a very small corp 
cirib^ and sometimes a staOble, the dtmenmcm of 
which correspond better to those of ^ poultry 
house, than anything else. ' If bams are built, they 
come .along after liiany yeats, und^ the hcKsd of 
admissible luxuries. The threshing is done in 
die open air upon a pieeiB of ground made hard 
1^ ^repeated treading, in the vieinil^ wh^ the 
grain is usually stacked^ The horses and norned 
cattle run out all vnnte^^ and icom the Httle care 
that is taken of theonj look miseraUy, long before 
the spi:ing herbage coUies to their relief. The 
eoats of the latter, psr^dularly, stand up like the 
hairs <[^f the cat€rrpillar,\ai)d shake in the wind» 
making theu'^poor owneiis klok as i£.stiffering undeir 
fcfrer and ague. ^ 



The countory* botddiing on- Bock River, in 
nearly its whole length, is one of the most beauti- 
fill that can be ii^agii^. ^ l*he slrealn itself is a 
clear and generally rapidr current, running ^ver 
ledges of lime rock or beds of fine gravel and 
sand. Its banks We ; beautifully diversified with 
grove and lawn, which sometimes form natural 
parks ©r many iniiles in extent. The tre^fesof 
these lands are principally the White, black, and 
ted oak, interspersed* vnih the elm, hickc«y, cmd 



biittmiiitf ia Amsll iiiiinb«r9* Tfaere ia tartly aaxf^ 
undergrowth, tialees it be of wild flowers, or finite 
bearing ebrubs and v inee. The blackbeny is very 
abimdaiH: in aomc.and in othiors the znindrake 19 
found in great profusion. Tfa^ g^ass is ;of ^>aniac 
growda uoons the trfi^s dan on dieprairies, ami 
tiie cleaft tiir^ spread beneath the li^tly woven 
bou^y is a channii]^ i^ectade to.the eye, and 
^iJQ more tempfang to fieet that lofie to stray ami^ 
b^autifiil solitude. When I yisited this region, it 
was the heyday of ^nature. .Midsummer among 
th«0e cool eopse^, green lawns^ and swift etx^aam, 
is a joyous Iseason, and if to these one adds a 
s^U cabin filted with the pleaaantest. friends, 
bpp|» and pictores, and iiunounded with ^ a few 
families of l&e clu>ice8t soqi^y, it will. not be^i^ 
ficuk to. uadecstand tHrhy I (Aen .lirish. the^ the 
eastjam pcMentate 'could have n(|adQ his tmi days! 
experiment ^without hssCaugujit istintteiu^di^ little 

town of G — . But no paradise is ever entraied 

without aoine previous atruggies which ser^e to 
Jiei^bten its enpyments. Peraaps they <^uld not 
be coin'plote witlfcout^ tbese preparatory contraats. "^ 
Thet^ogians so affimr, and the asseition is not^desti* 
tute of a i^ong resemblatice to ti^oth, in my own e^* 
perience on this oceasioo* Certain it is, that if the 
s&ength of the one is prbportioned to the intensity 
of the odier, I had a just clainx to all the dekghts 
which surrounded 'me at C ■■ ; ■ » . 1*0 readi tkem; 
I had endured a solitary pde of threes long summer 
days, (^liidc of diatvfoi:'a lady.withurtoiirae }) over 
Bcordnng plains on whi<^ not a drop of rain had 
fiiUen. for many WQeks.. The feet of four honm 
and die wheels of a heavy coach consequently kiept 
a- dense cloud of dust afloat, which, although It 
may have seemed, to the lookers-on veiy majestic, 
marching a^ser the pirairie, to lend a aort^^h^o to. 
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our progress, by no ineass contribnted to tlife com* 
fort either of the outwflrd or inwavd person. 

Our dining place on • the first , day yras at Ihe 
principal hotel in. the flourishing town of ^lorth- 
ampton. It (the town I mean, and the hotel may 
as well be included, for it is the only buil&ig in 
it) is nestled pleasantly ^mong earner bezels and 
scrub . oakcr, on a little .elevation, which yoy.jttp- 
proach by a winding road from below. The 
face of the hill is quite bold as you cdroe up 
from the south ; and on its brow are perched the 
remains of a windmill, which some speculating 
settler, not having the fear of Don Quixote before 
his eyes, had eroded there, in the bope, which ap- 
pears -to have been vain, of reali^ng.nlthy lucre-or 
corn meal from its labdrs^ You ascend the hill, 
and, at ihe same ij[istant,!flre quite astonished -t6 
find yourself- before the piazza g£ a house, which 
a tall sign-post points- out as the'* Northampton 

Hotei.;^ , . . ; .: ^ ^. '. 

If sisn-boards^were, like title^oges, ftny indica- 
tion "of the fare to which they direct^- the ts^ble of 
this house would a£R)rd yoa fewer tielicacies than 
most of its guests find upoj^ it I'he artist seems 
to have been been a severe lover of the usefu], 
and to have told his suny i^i the plainest t>f all 
possible^ black letters, upon the dirtiest of all 
white surftices. I did not notice whether any of 
the characters were inverted, or had turned ^eir 
backs upon their neighbor)^, a thing not an(;ommon 
in that country t^ large freedom; but I think I am 
safe in saying, that the title-page of •dd)s house was 
not an illuminated one. The same cannot be said 
of the room to which the guests are ushered. 
There is nothing very strikmg in its fiimituret 
finish, or proportions, on first entering; but its 
beauties gtow^upon the eye ; and you experience 
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some astohishment, on looking about, to ind your- 
s,elf in a sort of stereotyped picture gallery. I 
scarcely know to what school these efforts belong. 
Tl^at they are original does not admit of question, 
but whetier the ,ardst excelled in coloring or com- 
positioii, whether his^ pictures are allegorical, his- 
torical, or merely representatives of nature in her 
ornithological, zoological, and -flor^ creations^, I 
must leaVe, to virtuoH to determine. It was a 
problem with ih^^ after I h^d spent a considerable 
part^t>f two hours in. examining them, and it still 
remains so. They- are eXecxtted in red, green, 
^d blue, on d ^as^er surface, and consist of a 
great variety c£ vines, curiousty interwoven afid 
knotted, on which arer perched as various a colla- 
tion of bird&. I judge of the variety of the former 
froni the different colois of the leaves only, for 
none of ., them seemed io be in flower. Some 
gloried in green stalks^ and blue leaves, while 
otheik donned the extraordinary altogether,' and 
sported leaves, "done ia'* Spanish brown, from 
stems " donp in" blu^ ; oth^s combined::' all these 
eolors,. and, twined and groi^d as they were, 
presented a lively and pleasing effect. There was 
but one point in the room where the. artist con- 
descended to enlighten his s^mirers ; this was on 
the lower fece of the stairway.- Two heavy cir- 
cular lines, the outer red, the inner blue, inclosed 
a large sanguinary figure, -which morie resembled 
the beeve'S hearts^ wkhout th^ appendages, as 
they are exposed' in market, than anything ebe in 
nature. with which I am acquaimed. On its upper 
(Surface were perched a pair of bii'ds, apparently 
young eagles, in hot< combat, for their ferocious 
talons were lacerating the heart, and their beaks 
interlocked, with «ueh amazing fierceness, that if 
the hold of one had yielded,, his antagonist must 
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have beei^ predpit&ted, in terrible disotdier, te tbe 
ground. Eight letters wrere delineated between 
the concentric lines ; they were at equal distances 
from each other, and a full period of most yivid 
green su^obeeded each. These letters were an 
immense puzzle. I read them from all points j 
fi^om (iboTe,Trom below, from the eides, from tbe 
points forty-five degrees from the horizontal Eind 
yertical lines ; but all to- no purpose, I was about 
abandoning the enterprise .in deapair, and had 
taken my pencil to copy the cunosityf for the 
bene^t of learned Societies, both native and foreign, 
when I found xhat the letters L, O, V. E», written 
on a straight lin6, spelled a word with wliich I 
was tolerably familiar ; aiad, a key once obtained^ 
I wffl not long in unlocking the ring which con- 
tained the mystery.. It/was a beautiful solution, 
and the performance of it raised no trit^ing degree 
of complacency in my own mind, aa well a^ res- 
pect jn that of the host for my aftgacity* , He c on- 
aidered the Lore Ring one of the best jpkes that 
eould be enjoyed'at tbe«xpense of bi»- guests, and 
laughed as heartily at .each explanation, of tha 
mystical letters as if they were perfectly new and 
contained the essence of all wit. 

I could start no reasonable supposition, explan- 
atory of this artistical phenomenon, except that 
some impoverished. Titian had wandered thither, 
and being unable to. defray in money the expense 
of a scgoum, had at &e instance of th0 thri&y land- 
lord turned his genii)s to account upcm tbe walls 
of the reception room. . . 

The hostess Daeanwhilo plied her vocation in the 
neatest of all kitchens, directly back of this room. 
Three pr four sturdy children ^shared the apart- 
ment with her, and from time to time engap^ in 
the discussion c^ various Questions of authority and 
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domestic polity, on which tbey appeared to bava 
culopted opposite opinions. The warmth of their 
arguments occasionally brought the maternal palm 
somewhat smartly over the meatm auditorius, aiid 
led the parties to abandon their respective points; 
but always with a look which said plainly, " See 
if I don't give it you next time." 

Opposite the hotel stood — and I' presume still 
stand^^the skeleton of a large house which had 
been erected some two years before, and had pro^ 
grossed in a most singular nianner to a state of 
partial completion. It was partly roofed, partly 
mclosed at the sides, partly plastered ; some of 
the floor was laid, one chimney almost finished^ 
some of the windows were in; the cellar was 
partly excavated, one or two doois were swinging 
on their hinges; a picket fepce extended two* 
thirds the length of the yard, and the climax was 
crowned by a gate that stood agape about midway 
between the extremities. The enterprising owner 
had abandoned it at this Bt£^ of its erection, and 
offered it for sale as V a large house in the beauti- 
ful and flourishing town of Northampton." I trusty 
for the credit of £e place, it has found a purchaser; 



CHAPTER VI. 
We left our drtistical landlord, and the next 
stopping-place was twenty-two miles away. There 
the night was^to be spent, in case any amicable 
arrangement to that effect could be made with the 
muskitos who had previous possession. The land- 
lady too, as I had learned, was rather testy, and 
on my arrival, I found it even so. She had come 
originally from New York ; but twenty-five yearH 
^ frontier life bad sharpened many points of a 
19 Bb 
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cbaracter origiiia]ly salient, and the absoii^ do- 
minion which she held over the comfort of those 
who sought her roof, the only one for twenty-seven 
miles of road, had made her capricious and impe- 
rious in the extreme. Nothing, she asseverated, 
could give her greater pleasure liian to entertain a 
lady of gentleman ; and who should know such 
better than she, who had come fi:6m the city of 
New York! Having learned therefore the cue, 
it was not difficult to stimulate die good> woman's 
love of pleasing, so as to secure her most courteous 
hospitality. Her own room was> tendered me, with 
a flowing bowl of water and an ample brown 
towel, for maiking a toilet, afler the dusty ride. 
Just as this was completed, we were all summoned 
tp the tea table, which wets laid with a snowy cloth, 
under an open shed attached to the rear of the 
house, and looking directly into tie grove. 

The- sun was just- setting, and the long shadows 
falling aslant the grass would have made a delight- 
ful accompaniment, to bur delicious supper, had 
not certain admohitory twin^ about one's feet 
and- ankles put sentiment to flight, and given warn- 
ing of more seriljus trotibles yet to come. 

It was very warm ; and how we were to exist 
during the night with the sleeping rooms closed so 
as to exclude these marauders, was a proUem 
which I could solve on no other supposition than 
that muskito-bars surrounded our, beds. To asr 
certain whether this item should enter into the 
anticipations of the evening, I put the proposition 
to our hostess in a general and abstract form, that 
where these insects were so numerous, it was a 
great luxury to sleep under the bars and listen to 
their wailings, while you were perfectly secure 
fi«)m attack. She assented heartily, and added 
that die wished all her beds were thus provided ; 
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but that, from one icaase and anodier, she had de- 
layed furnishing any but her own I This announce- 
ment effectual^ quieted all my hopes of rest for 
^t night. 

"How long have you lived here, madam 1" I 
ventured to ask. 

" Twenty-one years." 

** And how long have you kept a public-house V* 

** Ever since we came." 

" And the muskitos havd divided the spoils with 
you all that time V^ 

" Yes." 

** How far is it to the nearest town I" 

'•Eight miles." ^ 

" How c^en do you go there 1" 

" Once or twice a week." 

" How much does the muskito-bar cost a yard 1" 

" Two bits and a pic, or three bits." 
> I made no conmient at the. close of this conver- 
sation, and may add here, that at every step I felt 
as if I Were walking over a mine that might spring 
at the next, and adia a diiscordant bass to the mus- 
kito tenor that by this time had gathered its full 
strength for* the night. The good woman, how- 
ever, in respect, as Captain Dalgetty would say, 
I had resided in her favorite city and should pro^* 
ably return to it ; and in respect, moreover, of th« 
assurance of the driver, given aside, that I was "a 
right smart lady^"'for my husband had gone a very 
long journey to the west (though how this fact 
demonstrated his friendly assertion I ' could never 
clearly perceive), bore the questioning with the 
most obtuse good nature. I almost wished, when 
I saw how pleasantly she took it, and felt my fiu^, 
neck, hands, and feet sweUing abd burning under 
the stings of the rapacious legions, that she had 
warmed a little. She remained cool, however, and 
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<^ered me the choice of two rooms, one on the 
upper floor, under the western slope of the rooi^ 
which had been closed all day, and consequently 
afforded about as i-ational a prospect of repose on 
a July night as the engine-room of a steamboat. 
It contained three beds and not over a million of 
muskitos. Each of the former she pledged her- 
self to have occupied by the females of the house, 
who would, she reasoned, share the depletion to 
which otherwise I alone i^ould bo doomed. The 
apartment beneath this contained one bed, a post* 
office, and, as nearly as I could guess after escaping 
from it, something more than ten times the number 
of muskitos that had tendered their services in 
the one above. The bed was curtained with thick 
chintz, from which she argued the muskitos could 
be expelled by the smoke of a few chips laid 
upon a shovel of coals, after which, nothing co«ld 
be more easy than to fasten the curtains virith pins, 
and so enjoy uninterrupted repose. 

The circumstance on which she most congratr 
ulated me in this case was, that I could make the 
little apartment within so tight that the muskitos and 
even rtie air would be effectually excluded. The 
good lady, therefore, stood quite aghast, when at the 
close of her harangue I asked, with a kind of des- 
perate resignation, tp be lighted to the upper room J 

Here I did service, turning* smiting, and groan- 
ing, until a rap at the door, just as the clock struck 
one, announced that some fellowHsufferer had 
grown desperate, and abandoned the attempt tCf 
sleep. 

" Jfa the lady kyuTj'* cried the voice at the door, 
in a tone by no means indicative of the tranquillity 
essential to rest on a summer night, ** who is going 
north in the stage V* 

**ye8." 
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" Well, it will be ready in fifteen minutes." 
" But you were not to start till daylight." 
** '1 1 shouldn't, but I reckon we may as well be> 
going, as to stay here and be bled to death by 

these muskitos." 

It Would be superfluous to add thQ,t the closing 
substantive was preceded by one of the strongest 
compound adjectives which the language affords;. 
In mteen minutes, therefore, we were on our way 
from the residence of the New York landlady. 
I had almost forgotten to add that she had a hus- 
band — an intelligent, but very quiet, good-natured 
man, whom one would almost expect to find set 
down among the -fixtures, if the premises were 
offered for sale. He had evidently preserved his 
thrift and industry, notwithstanding his early res- 
idence in the country] for his fields were well 
fenced, his crops luxuriant, and a fine growing 
orchard lay in iront of the house. 

At eight o'clock we arrived at the beautiful little 
village of Princeton. Here we breakfasted, at the 
first really filthy house I had seen on the route, 
and this was unequivocally so. There was no 
disguising the table-cloths, the soiled dishes, the 
buried fioor, or the Untouchable towel ! that was 
handed me> t6 make my morning ablutions. The 
court was in session here ^ and among those sum- 
moned to the breakfast-tablej I recognized several 
legal gentlemen firom different parts of the state. 
Some of these had many inquiries to make in 
reference to the Oregon expeidition ; the answers 
to which made me known as connected with one 
of those who had accompanied it. 

I afterwards experienced the benefit of thk in* 
direct inti'oduction to the company, in the loquacity 
of the new driver, whose first greeting after wo 
left the town was delivered. firom a face inyertod 

BBS 
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benetiA the rigfat-hand corner of&e coach roof, 
" I reckon now you'd be right glad to see your 
gentleman this morning/' 

As I was looking out in an opposite direction 
at the time, the familiarity of the address startled 
me rather suddenly from my contemplations ; a 
iact which led him to <' allow that it would not do 
for me to go such a journey, if I was as easy scar'd 
as that." On my assuring him that I was only a 
little surprised, and Could not conceive how & lady 
should bie alarmed while 6he enjoyed his protec- 
tion; he said he **eiq)ected I was about right," 
and expressed a ^warm desire to see the man or 
men who would offer any harm to a"" passenger of 
his, more especially if that passenger were a lady. 
As no one appeared to brav^ t£is defiance, he 
resumed his upright position, and in a moment 
mote the horses dashed off at full speed down, the 
long " bluff" which borders the valley of the Bureau 
Creek. Occasionally in our rapid progress, I 
caught a glimpse of the precipice, on the brow of 
which the road winds; but on we went, sometimes 
hanging over it, at ethers/ bounding against the 
bank on the opposite side. When ^^e gained the 
level ground, the inverted face again appeared 
beneath the roof. ^ 

" I expect you^re from the east V* 

« Possibly." 

** I allowed you was, 'cause no western woman 
would ever a rode down that bluff at that fate 
without screamin like thunder. I druv ten years 
in Kentucky, and four here, and I never carried a 
western woman that didn't holler like a paints 
every time I jolted her a little, or put the horses 
up faster than a trot." 

" Then you {Hrefbr, I suppose, to have eastern 
ladies ride with you ]" 
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^** Yes, tlmfs just what I do : if there's aiiythmg 
on aiith I hate, it's hearin a wcmian scream." 
Having expressed his choice in these gentle termSy 
he returned to the perpendicular and drove, on. 

We soon mounted the opposite bluff, emerged 
from the beautiful grove which crowns it, and 
entered on the prairie, pver whidbi the remaininfir 
sixteen miles of this stage lay. It is a high swell- 
ing plain, large tracts of which were covered with 
1;he rosin weed, then in full flower ; this plant is 
well known 'to the inhabitants of the prairies as 
affording a very pure white gum of a delicate 
flavor when chewed., Its leaves are very long, and 
about the width of a hand ; tliey are cut in narrow 
scallops from the edge almost to the cent^. They 
all spring from the root just where it rises above 
the turf, and the stal^ shoots out from their centre 
to the height of four or six feet, and then it unfolds 
from one to three flowers* of a bright yellow hue, 
very similar in form to the comtmon elecampane 
of the eastern states. This plaiit used to be the 
Indians' compass and diaL It was now just begin- 
ning to deposit its- gum in little, pure, transparent 
globules on the stalk, and my friend on the box 
proposed to halt a few moments, and give me an 
opportunity to test its excellence. Deferring my 
desiror however, to accept his proffered indulgence 
to the requisitions of the government, whose agent 
he was, I prevailed on him to proceed, expressing 
at the same time an intention to make the experi- 
ment at a mere fitting time. 



CHAPTER VIL 
Onb hour more brought us to the point of wood- 
land where stood the next " stage-house." It had 
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consisted originally of one fmall eal^in of iroQgli 
logs, which in due time increased to two., Thej 
)itood in iriendly contiguity, and were united by 
their roofs. In the shady passage between, at the 
itime of our arrival, the hostess was seated, with 
an apron full of green peas, which she was ejecting 
from their lawful premises, with one of the most 
forbidding scowls I ever beheld on the fiice of 
^oman. What could have happened ] I waB very 
ithirsty, but who could ask even a cup of water 
from the owner of such a face 1 She -kept her eyes 
studiously fixed upon her task, apparently deter- 
mined to afford me no opportunity to express my 
wants, or exchange a word of conversation with 
her./ I was quite chilled, and began to feel ex- 
vceediDgly uncomfortable at the prospect of the 
half-hour's stay which I had been informed would 
,be made here. I revolved in my mind every pos- 
sible form jof address which could act as an emol- 
lient to her excited feelings, and at last was about 
to make a desperate onset, with my humble peti- 
tion, when a couple of children came rushing 
around the comer of the lower cabin, full of glee 
and merriment;. I knevif not if she were their 
mother, but her face made thenr shrink back 
and hold their breath. It was evident they had 
some experience, and that, whatever the cause of 
the phenomenon before us, the person who pre- 
sented it was not to be tampered vfith. I spoke 
softly to the elder of the two, a little girl of^five 
yearis, and asked her to get me a bowl of water. 
She was gone a moment and crept back, whisper- 
ing, " There ain't no water in the p^il, but I've got 
the dipper, and I'll show you where the spring is." 
I followed her down a path that led to the foot of 
a. little eminence on which the hoitse stood, and 
having slaked my thirst, and gathered both curi^ 
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oritj and co>ltrage during my absence, I determined 
to make an assault on the icy jfortifications di the 
pea-sfaeller. The whole i^air began to wear rather 
a ludicrous aspect after my doubts about the drink 
were removed, and now, when I had no favor to 
solicit, I perceived that the countenance, instead 
of being that of a dangerous woman, was expres- 
sive only of "vulgar and animal rage, which propri- 
ety had not taught her to suppress in the presence 
of strangers; ' 

" Madam/' said I^ ** are you the landlady of this 
house?" 

" Yes, I am." . • 

" Your situation here between two large unset- 
tled prairies enables you to make a great many 
people comfortable V* 

"Yes, but I don't allow it's my business to look 
after other^folks' comft>rt, when liiey don't care 
anything abo^tinine." 

" That depends upon circumstances," I replied. 
" If you keep a public-house, you make it your 
business to attend to the comfort of people who 
visit it, and all well'bred persons wul certainly 
return vour kindness, by consultbg yours as fiut 
as possible." 

" WeU, I don't want to keejp tavern. Folks will 
stop here tb. suit themselves, I don't want 'em." 

"But, my dear madam, you live in such a place 
that people must stop willi you, or suffer all the 
inconveniences of traveling through an uninhabited 
country. On^ of the greatest comforts known among 
civilized people is that (^finding a pleasant substi- 
tute for your own home, when abroad. You have« 
traveled enough, surely, to estimate this your- 
selfl" 

"No! I neydr traveled 6nly when we come 
itjUTy and then we camped and slep' in our wagr 
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gons. If otlier ^Iks 'ud stay at home, as I do, 
diere wouldn't be no need of hayidg every other 
house a tsYem!" This was Ixnrdering on the 
personal. 

" But, my dear madam, people cannot always 
stay at home. Suppose now, your husband were 
to leave you for a feVr days on- business, and to be 
taken sick during his absence, and send for you ; . 
you would wish to go to him. But you could not 
encamp on the way, if you were alone, and then - 
you would, want to see kind faces where you 
stopped." 

** I allow that's a different case," ciaid she, eyemg 
VQis sharply, *^ Is your husband sic^ V* . 

" My husband is a very long way from home," I 
replied. 

** Well, that's another thing. If 1 could know 
when folks stopt kyur, that they was obleeged to 
go about the country on any such account, I 
shouldn't hate to wait on 'em so ; — but I reckon 
there's very few. that 'don't go to spec'late or see 
the tjountry, as if there wasn't any about their own 
homes, or^'bause- they're too lazy to do anything 
else but ride* about." 

Just at this moment the horn sounded, and I 
was obliged to bid the inhospitable woman a hasty 
good morning. She had nsen from the task I 
mund her .engaged on, and was standing, pail in 
hand, ready for the spring. 

"Good morning," said she, "when you come 
back this way, may be I'll be looking better than 
I am to-day. I had four gentlemen here last , 
, night, and it rained on their beds ; they found &ult 
with me, and I told 'em they might go farther and 
do better if they could. 1 didn't want 'em hyur. 
1 had a right smart blow up with one of 'em. He 
told me we ought to ^e ashamed to live here fivd 
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years, vnih a roof leaking, and I told him we'd 
live here ten years longer without mending it, if we 
chose, and he might go somewhere else for a dry 
bed if he wanted one ; for he shouldn't have one' 
here again! But I see John's team is at the 
fence. Good morning, ma'am. I hope you'll 
find your husband well." With these wordis she 
suffered me to depart, and went her own way. 

About four miles on, we were stopped by a man 
emerging from a pleasant-looking cabin to deliver 
some message to Xhe driver, who, I had forgotten 
to say, was a tall, sardonic-looking, half or quarter 
Indian, as silent as theother had been communicative. 
The man who' hailed him, announced that the day 
was very warm ; he nodded assent : that his horses 
sweated ; another nod : that his wife was sick ; he 
nodded again : that she had- been sick several days; 
another nod : ^and didn't get any better ; still an- 
other nod : and that he wanted to send for some 
lemons. This time the assent was accompanied by 
an abrupt offer, to get them. ** I reckon you may 
get three," sai^^the prudent husband,^ depositing a 

shilling in hb palm. " Tell, to send |ne good 

ones." Another nod, and we drove off, leaving 
the fermer gazing after us with his hand over his 
eyes, his teeth entirely exposed, yet still Wearing 
an expression of profound admiration at the man- 
ner in which his silent friend executed a. right an- 
gle at the comer of his garden. 

It was twenty miles from .this liouse to the near- 
est settlement, where medical advice or necessaries 
in sickness could be procured ; an^ several miles 
to the nearest house where common aid, in case 
of accident or death, could be expected. This 
good man, however, seemed as nonchalant while 
"sending for his three lemons, as if he had but to 
4iq>atph a boy across the street I So much indif* 
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ference do people acquire by liyingt in the wilder^ 
ness. He had come from the east about eight 



years 



before. 



CHAPTERVIIL 

At four o'clock we reached the southern bank 
of Rock River, at a place called, indiscriminately, 
Dixon's Ferry, Dixon, and Dixonrille. By the 
first of these names^it has been known many years, 
as corresponding on Rock River, to Fort Clark, 
now Peoria, on the Illinois. There is much natural 
beauty about the upper part of the town. The 
bank of ihe river is broken, and a bold bhiff of 
lime-rock rises abruptly to a considerable height 
abote the lower level, the summit of which is 
wooded with open, beautiful barrens. The trees 
hang on the brow of the ledge, and'wAve their arms 
pleasantly to those below. A fine spring -issues 
from the foot of the^rock, but 1 did not visit it. 
Opposite this portion of the town' is a beautiful 
plot of table-land, smooth as a summer lake,^ which 
Its owner had converted into eastern capital and 
itestern promises, by consenting to divide it into 
town lots. He had paid liberally for an engraved 
map, on which the streets were' adcMned with 
trees, and the public' grounds with churches and 
other lofiy edifices. Neither the trees nor churches, 
however, seemed to have any very fair prospect 
of becoming distinguished elsewhere. 

The old pBart of Dixonville, that around the ferry. 
Is built upon abed of cream-colored sand, abound* 
ing in fleas. The banks of the river are dotted 
with little copses and slightly broken. The north- 
^em one rises into a high bluff, which, just below 
the ferry, crowds up to the wat^s #dge, mi 
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bears upon its face an occasional tree or shiiib. 
On the southern side, the bluff bends away from 
the termination of the ledge, and sweeping inland, 
leaves a low track, the rear of which is broken by 
bushy gullies that come down from the height 
above, and terminate in the sand-bed before spo- 
ken of. , 

I was set down herb, at another very filthy 
house. But that which so disgusted me on first 
entering, I soon found to be one of the least ob^ 
jectionable features of the establisbment. The 
landlord was one of that class of people in whom 
all ' national and other distinctions are lost in the 
ineffaceable brand of villany that is stamped upon 
them. One would never pauise to imjuii^ whether 
he were American, English, Irish, or Dutch. 
You felt conscious of the presence of a villain ; one 
of those universal prowlers, whose business it is to 
prey upon society, and who, when it will be most 
advantageous, prosecute their schemes alone, and 
when otherwise, surround themselves with a gang 
of ruffians, whose less dis^ised vices form a bar- 
rier between their leader and public' indignation. 
He had a calm, imperturbable face, which, when- 
ever he saw that his designs were detected, as- 
sumed an expression of the most prc^ound meek- 
ness and resignation, as if its owner would say, I 
know your thoughts wrongs me, but what then 1 I 
can bear even that ! 

I asked to be shown at once to a private room, 
and furnished with water and other things neces- 
sary to comfort, afler a very warm and dusty ride. 
He escorted me to one adjoining the parlor. ''But 
sir," said I, observing boots, hats, et cet., standing 
about, ** this appears to be a gentleman's room." 

" Yes, it is occupied by a gentleman, but he*» 
out, and won't be here till night." i 

Co 
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" Hare you no room unoccupied V* I inquired. 
** Beside, there is no lock on the door !" 

" You need not fear interruption," he replied ; 
** I would give you the parl(M:, bat we diall want 
to pass through there, and joa can spend an hour 
here without any £»ar of being disturbed." 

" Very well, sir. Be so good as to send me the 
water a|id towels immediately." 

They were brought at the expiration of ten 
minutes, by a. gross creature, who united the 
characters of mistress, housekeeper, and servant, 
to the miscreant landlord. Hdr whole person and 
manner were, of the most disgusting description. 
She deposited her burthen, &nd then placing a 
hand on each side of her ungainly person, posted 
herself against the door, and commenced talcing a 
deliberate survey of myself and my proceedings. 
I waited a moment, 'and finding that she intended 
to remain as long as her convenience or pleasure 
would permit, inquired if it formed any part of 
her orders to rem^ ? " No ; but didn't I want 
some helpl" 

'' Not at all ; the most effectual Way of serving 
me will be to remove yourself as quickly as pos- 
sible from my sight." • 

She disappeared, and I barricaded the door 
with trunks, chairs, and whatever else I could 
place against it. I had scarcely, completed the 
task, when some person came rapidly up-stairs 
and through the hall, and seized the handle of the 
door with a violent push. 

"Open this door," exclaimed a harsh voice, ac- 
companying the words with another push, that 
made the fortifications tremble. I now added my 
own strength to the other securities, and informed 
the person -that a lady and stranger, was occupying 
the room for a very short period only, and that she 
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presumed he would, as a gentleman, only require 
to be informed of this to be induced to leave her 
in peaceable possession; or, if anything were 
wrong, to seek the landlord, who had placed her 
there. To this he replied, that any person who 
was in his room must leave it in a shorter space of 
time than it would* be proper to describe; and 
fliat he would see the landlord where- it was sup- 
posed to be much hotter than it was there, before 
he would go after him on any such business* I 
now saw tlmt I had done him great wrong, in sup- 
posing him accessible to any arguments that would 
touch a man or a gentleman, and, therefore, 
changed my ground. 

'* Sir," said I, '' I shall not leave diis room until 
I am ready, which will be a much longer time 
dian you name. If you. retire, and permit me, 
unmolested, to accompHsh what I came here for, 
your room shall be vacated in fifteen minutes. If 
you remain there, I remain here ; and 1 have, be- 
side my personal strength, the aid of two very 
heavy trucks, and a rifle, j^ced against the door 
at about the height of a man's head. - If you are 
not already acquainted with its contents, there is 
every chance that you will become so, if you open 
this door by violence.^' ■ Mutteii^g some terrific 
curses, he retreated down the stairs, and I pro- 
ceeded to make my toilet, in a trepidation which 
shamefiiUy belied my stout wcards. It was com- 
pleted in a very short time|, but even before it was 
done the, door was again rudely assailed, and the 
inquiry made whether I ^* was not yet ready." I 
replied, that I should leave the room the first 
moment after I was ready, and that these visits, 
so far firom facilitating my preparations, interrupted 
them entirely. Again l2ie steps retreated, and, in 
a £rw moments, I removed the trunks and rifle. 
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wd walked uito the purlen At the some moBieiSt 
the wretch cam& up-staiirs, and entered his room. 
He was a well-dressed, gentlemaply-lo^mig per- 
son, and, strange to say, wore a wide crape hand 
on his hat ! He peered sharply into tj?e parlor as 
he passed, remained in his room ahout the fourth 
of a minute without closing the door, and then 
disappeared down the stairs, and lounged away the 
evening ahout the bar-room and door of the house. 
Everything I now saw convinced me that I was 
in a den of the foulest iniquity ; but imagination, 
stimulated as it tras by fear, did not conceive the 
half of wb^ I afterward learnt to be true of the 
vile people who consorted there. This place is 
the Vicksburg of Illinois, and the enterprisine 
proprietors of the mail line had chosen the head- 
quarters of the gamblers, counterfeiters, horse 
thieves, et cet., as the most fitting place of enter- 
tainment for their passengers. I afterward learned 
that there vTasiin excellent house kept in the upper 
part of the town, remote from the pestiferous at- 
mosphere of these wretches, but, bemg a stranger, 
I had no opportunity of profiting by it. The 
people who hve here . are persons whose daily 
l)nsiness is the stealing of horses, the manufacture 
tif counterfeit money^ et cet ; and such was their 
strength at the period spoken of, that although the 
iietter peculation of the place, of which I was in- 
fi>rmea there was a highty respectable body, held 
theub in the abhorrence which their acts merited, 
they could make no demonstration against them 
without endangeting their own and the lives of 
their families. Sometimes, exasperated beyond all 
forbearance by their enormities, the citizens were 
driven to some feeble measure of self-defence; 
and, at this time, there was a set of counterfeiter's 
.tools under exeoutioh. But these movements 
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JieneraUy^ ended in some, tacit comprqmiae, hf 
which die villains were left to pursue meir iniquity 
aa before. 



CHAPTER IX 

One instance of the recklessness in crime, ^x* 
hibited by the wr^ches referred to in the last 
chapter, was related to me. A settler, who had 
opened a prairie farm some miles below the town, 
became the owner of a very beautiful* pair of 
horses. One morning they were both missing. 
He at .once started in pursuit, went directly up to 
the town, and, a few miles on his way,, discovered 
one of them lying dead by the ix>ad-side. It ap- 
peared that, for some Ipeason, the robbers wanted 
but one, and, as th.e other followed his companion, 
they had shot him down to relieve themselves of 
his presence. These, itnd ndany more incidents, 
evincing the most shocking depravity, were related 
to me after I had escaped. 

But .meantime my desire to reach the resi- 
dence of my Mends that night, increased every 
moment I therefore s^t for the landlord, and 
inquired the distance to C ■ ■ , . By the way I 
should observe that he added to the various call- 
ings already specified, some ' pretensions to the 
practice of -medicine, and that I had accidentally 
neard him speak to one- of his comrades in the 
passage, of having but recently returned from a 
visit to one of his patients, about four miles above 
the place for which I inquired. The name, how- 
ever, when I mentioned it, seemed entirely new to 
him. He mused a moment, and said that really 
he could not tell. It might be between twenty 
and thirty miles down the river. There had been 
20 c c 2 
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a little place settled down there Bomewliere/almii 
a year oefore, perhs^s he could find Bome gentle- 
man' about the nouse who could inform me. 

** Let the distance be what it may,*' I said, ** I 
wish to go there to-night." 

"To-night! that is impossible. We could not 
send you there to-night on any terms. In the 
morning I may find it possible to take you, or pro- 
cure an opportunity fi?r you to go with some per- 
■on that is traveling that way." 

"As you are. igiiorant of the distance," I said, 
" you cannot name yqut charge ui^ you ascere 
tain it." / 

" No, though I think it would be reasonable to 
say five doUara." 

1 had paid W six dollars for the previous one 
himdred miles. " Do you know the distance to 

,** naming the place which Jie bad visited tlMi 

day. 

" Not exactly, but I think it is about — " 

" You mean to ^ay that you have never meas- 
ured it with the chain, but having been there to- 
^y» you could doubtless ibrm a tolerably correct 
estimate." 

He said that he had spoken (^visiting a patient 
somewhere in the neighborhood of that place> it 
might be within half a dozen miles or so. I replied 
that " it was usdiess to attempt deception in so 
small and obvious a matter ; that I would wilhngly 
pay an exorl>itant charge to get fix>m his house 
that moment ; but as it was impossible, I 4>ould 
make up my mind to ^endure a night- in it. Let 
me hear from you," I said, " at the earliest hour 
in the morning, in reference to my departure; 
and now, if you will oblige me by showing me the 
room I am to occupy to-night, I shall require 
nothing more,"^ 
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" You are to dieep here/' he replied, " there is 
no other room unoccupied." 

** But this door has no lock, and if I am to judge 
of my security, from that which you promised m 
the first instance, I shall sit up all night." 

Oh, there would not be ijbe least necessity for 
anything of the kind. This was the parlor — ^it was 
never entered but by transient guests, and if any 
came, they could be shown to another room. He 
begged I would feel perfectly assured, and apolo- 

r'zed in the humblest manner for the interruption 
had experienced in the other room. The gentle- 
man who occupied it had not seen him, and he did 
not know who might be in it or wha|: they were 
doing. He regretted, et cet. 

To this I replied, I should place no reliance on 
his. promise, having found it worthy of none, but 
take ^ood care to secure myself, and thus we 
parted. 

It should be temarked here as evidence of a 
degree of civilized feeling, among these rufSans, 
that they felt themselves wholly unworthy the 
presence of a virtuous woman, and never expected 
one to appear at table with them. It was not the 
custom of the house, so the female before referred 
t6 informed me, for ladies to iq[>pear at the first 
table. 

" And pray where do^ ladies take their meals," I 
inquired, '' when they are so unfortunate as to be 
oblieed to eat here V 

"fr they are in a hurry ,ta ^o, we tote it up Ay«r 
to ^em ; if they ain't, they wait and go to the sec- 
ond table!" 

** And who sits at the second table V* 

" Mr. , the landlord, and I, and the drivers 

and so on." 

A delightful circle, truly ! I made no attempt 
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to get a meal that day, though I had eaten nothing 
since early breakfast at P. 

Making the best security I could, by placing 
the bedstead against the door, I prepared to retire. 

The room was excessively warm, and had a 
stench which rendered it intolerable, except the 
window were thrown wide open. The' bed itself 
would have been pronounced soiled by a jUry of 
Irish landladies ; I resolved, however, to make the 
best of the necessity "v^^hich held me there, and 
addressed myself to rest with an earnestness which 
was well rewarded by seven hours of uninterrupted 
oblivion. 



CIUPTER X. : 

In the morning I learned that .the good spirits 
kad sent to my relief an excellent old Ne^ Eng- 
land farmer, who resided some miles ^ below the 
place to which I was bound. • He was in a tidy 
rarm^ waggon, carpeted with an abundance of new 
mown hay, drawn by a pair of fleet horses ; and 
more than all, he was an intelligent, honest, high- 
minded man, and a pleasant companion on die 
ride, which proved to be but twelve mUes. 

Be&re I saw him, however, the landlord in- 
formed me that he had made the necessary ar- 
rangements^ and jpaid- the charge, one dollar and 
fifty cents. He remarked that it was reasonable, 
though more than he should have charged for that 
distance, if he had beeH going alone, and directly 
past the place. I paid it, together with his own 
bill, which was about the same as one pays at the 
Astor House for the same length of time, and told 
him that I never paid money more fireely for any 
purpose than for leaving his bouse; that I pre* 
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smned, in fixing his first charge he had a jost ap- 
p-eciation of my condition, and of the ransom 
which any person would pay to he released from 
it ; and that, considering the relief which I should 
purchase by it, it was a very moderate sum. 

Some remarks firpm my companion, on the way 
down, led me to inquire what he had received for 
my fare, and on his mentioning half the sum which 
I paid, I remarked that the fellow succeeded ,in 
robbing me of seventy-five cents at last ! 

" Only that !" said he, " you may consider yourself 
very fortunate ; that is a small sum for him to let 
any stranger escape for;" he added, by way of 
vindicating himseu, • that if he had known it was 
a stranger whom he was to convey, he should have 
refused any compensation, but that the miscreant 
represented me as a woman beloneing to die 
house, whose far« he: was to pay, and, continued 
the indignant old gentleman,. ''I considered any 
price too low to induce me to take One of the gang 
mto my waggon^ huts it is not safe to come to any 
open quarrel with them, so I told them I would 
take you for seventy-five cent^ !" 

I hope the beautiful country has been purged 
of such a population, before this. It was appre- 
hetided that the town would at some time be 
made the theatre of such a si^ne as was enacted 
at Vicksburg. I rejoiced heartily to escape fi*om 
it, and still more to reach the hospitable and 
pleasant abode of my firiend Mrs. P , We ar- 
rived opposite the town, or rather the town site, a 
little aftOT noon. The southern bank of the river 
is low and xovered with very tall grass; but it 
rises gradually as.it retreats, aixid finafiy swells inta 
a high, rolling prairie, which divides Rock River 
from Winnebago Swamp. The northern hanky oa 
^hich the town is laid out, rises boldly up froi% 
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the water's edge to ike height of aeveiit^ feet, aiid is 
crowned with a few scattered trees. Two cabins 
on contiguous lots, fronting tbe river, and an unfin- 
ished framed house, which will, when the street is 
built, be several doors above them, were all the 
evidences of town life which I beheld when we 
stopped and hallooed for some one to row across 
the little canoe which lay moored under the oppor 
site bank, far myself and baggage. 



In due tbne the passage was eflected ; and after 
a scnunble up the steep bieink, I found my friends in 
one of the ajfc^esaid cabttis, and a snug, cheerful, 
social little home it was, as any the country af- 
forded. '^ 

Here, also, were two other ladies visiting— one a 
magmficent woman, whose beauty had won her the 
title of Queen of the West ; the other, her younger 
sister, a shrinking girl, just entering upon womaU'^ 
hood, with rare beauty <tf person and extraordinary 
delicacy <^ character. Here we were all good-na- 
tured, all firiends, and all sufficiently accustomed to 
the unaccombdating necessities of western life, to 
make their exactions occasions of merriment, in- 
stead of chagrin, or ill-humor, A beautiful coun- 
try was about us, we had horses to ride, a carriage 
at our service, a boat on tbe river, a swing between 
two tall trees on the bank, boc^s, pictures, Sec, 
in the house, and ^e most ample freedom to say 
what we vrould; range where wewould, and draw 
amusement, pleasure, or mstruction from any of 
fhese sources. 

Our &iniliarity with these same necessities was 
DO trifling advantage. When three guests were to 
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be entostaiaed in a Iktie cabin hav^ but one 
room, wliick answered tbe purposes of parlor, 
dining and sleleping ioom,.ana the smallest of all 
practicable kitchens, it will not be difficult for 
nice^ imaginations to conceive that there might 
ariise'ceitain points on which a strict adherence 
to ettqaet by all parties might hav^ k^ us in 
st€Uu qmo up to dus period. For instance, if we . 
£ould not have yielded in some cases, where guests 
in a larger mansion 'Would ihink it impossible, we 
should never have gone to bed, or, once in bed, 
we should, by the same rigid constructicm of the 
rules, have remained there to the present day« 
There were five of us to deep, three lady guests, 
our hostess, and her husband. There were two 
beds, and a most bixurious vSofa. The debate on 
tbe irit ni^t wa8,^ho should' ti^ the sofa. It 
was cool, capacious, elaatic, in all respects but 
one the most deHiraUe berth of tbe three. But 
this one, alas! It wad fiital to all vi^ons of dream- 
less sldep, on the cool hm-cloth. It was no con- 
atkuent pait of the sofa, nor of the pillows, nor of 
the linen. It did not ejiter into .the composition or 
construction of anydiing in its vicinity^ It was 
not, strictly i^aking^ a physical difficulty; neither 
was it, whether we consider its own nature, or the 
results of its operation on ourselves, in any sense 
a moral oiie. One might, at &»t, have pro* 
nounced it atmospheiical ; but this Opinion fled, 
as did the patience of the so% sleeper, b^re the 
tests to which he was doomed, ft commenced 
with a sharp singing tr^ie, which, continuing with- 
out the least inflection or variation, except that 
caused by the nearness or distance of the perform- 
er, grew, in a short time, decidedly monotonous. 
Thus it would have lulled one to sleep in the 
pleasantest manner, had it not, just as you wexe 
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about dropping off into the land of dreams, 'sud-*' 
denly changed, from a phenomenon in acoustics^ 
to one in that peculiar branch of hydraulics termed 
" blood sucking." In'this stage it was, beyond all 
question, unpleasant; one, two, three, four« or 
twenty songs ceased at once, \and as many little 
hollow needles were instantly inserted into your 
hands, arms, or face; foreign branches fastened, 
nolens volens, upon your circulating system,, and 
drawing off its , current without the offer of an 
equivalent. 

There are few persons so consjtituted as to 
endure, patiently, a succession of such Arab rob-» 
beries during a whole night ; and hence it was a 
question of «ome interest, who should take tbis 
post. Both beds were protected against these 
merciless despoilers by bars ; but any permanent 
provision of this kind was impracticable upon the 
sofa. After due deliberation, jt was resolved that 
I sbould make trial iov that night. Accordingly, 
having gathered the veils of the company, with 
an ample array of darning needles and pins, and 
made the most effective outposts which such 
divided forces would admit of, I crept cfautiously 
within, and congratulated myself upon the pros- 
pect of repose, sweetened l^ the war songs of 
baffled assailants; but, alas! how often are the 
grandest anticipations . prostrated by the most 
trivial agents. My scheme and patience were 
alike blown to the winds by the entrance of one 
of these minute besiegers. He was soon followed 
by a ravenous troop, whose screams of exultation 
might, I thought, have awakisned the sound 
sleepers of the beds. There was no remedy now 
but to begin again : mending would not do. So 
I removed the gossamer roof of my couch, and 
sat upright to deliberate on the best meana o^ 
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securing myself against these penetrating ene- 
mies. 

It was all dark, and the deep, steady breathing 
of the four sleepers somewhat warmed my temper. 
I resolved, however, to. make another effort, and, 
preparatory to its execution^ rdse and took a few 
turns around the room by way of getting philosophy 
in the ascendant. Another array of the veils, 
another insertion of the darning needles, another 
spreading: of sheets, another^ cautious creeping 
under, so as not to disturb the arrangement, was 
jrery soon proved to be equally futile, by a second 
irruption of these Lilliputian vandals. Whose 
patience could be prolonged after this 1 whose 
fortitude could bear the painful effects of such a 
war^e 1 Scorning all su^ virtues, I determined, 
notwithstanding the heat, to adopt the only sure 
defence, that of wrapping head, face, arms, all, 
but the mouth, in the« sheet, and bid defiance to 
the exulting enemy. In this native vapor bath 
I napped- away two or three hours, and, after 
one or two short walks, and cme or two brief pe- 
riods devoted to the widest destruction I could deal 
among my untiring foes, morning at last came. 

The second night it was proposed that the sofa 
should be occupied by our host. I felt it my duty, 
notwithstanding the failure of the previous night, 
to express the opinion that the veils, et cet., might 
be made available in defence; and accordingly 
they were put in requisition. They certainly an- 
swered the purpose of permittirig us ladies to get 
into a quiet sleep. It had not lasted long, how- 
ever, when I was awoke by a dense cloud of 
smoke, which seemed to be increasing every mo- 
ment. My first impression that the house was on 
fire, was almost instantly removed; for our host 
was stalking the room in the majesty of outraged 
Dd 
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patience, swmgmg a large iron kettle fiHed with 
smoking chips. This process is more briefly de- 
lignated by its technical name of " smudging** It 
was performed on the present occasion with great 
vigor, and interlarded with frequent apostrophes 
to those whom it was intended to put to rout, 
and some passages of soliloquy ' that were very 
moving. 

" C^ you brown stinging imps, 111 give you 
enough this time to lay you up a day or two, I 
promise you. I'm not playing with you now, you'll 
nnd, before this smudge is over — ^Another furious 
8 wine and a smothered cough). Yes, these women a 
would sleep if the smoke was so thick you could 
cut it ; if 1 could sleep as they do, the muskitos 
might have carried me off into some tree-top and 
lefTme there^( A blow with thepalm). You scoun- 
drel, come here wheh my heaa is right over the 
kettle, will you 1 — I'll teach you to make game of 
me. By Jupiter, I'll smoke you till to-morrow 
night at this time, if that's what you want — fAn- 
other swing). Ladies, I don't think you'll sleep 
much longer, if you do, you've got better bellows 
than I have— (Another turn or two, swinging the 
kettle vehemently). There, you blood-thirsty ras- 
cals, how are you now, eh ! all still ] You won't 
sing any more to-night, I'll warrant you. Now 
I'll see if I can*t sleep a little." So saying, he re- 
sumed his couch; apparently with every expecta- 
tion of imdisturbed repose for the remainder of 
the night. I was just losino^ the recollection of this 
amusing scene, when a viment blow with the flat 
hand again aroused me. ^ Here again, are you 1 
Mars ! what a set of vampires ! If that smudge 
has not laid you up, there's no way to do it." By 
this time the smoke was very much diluted with 
the air circulating through Uid open doors and 
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windows ; tbe moon bad buret tbrougb the clouds and 
lighted the whole scene within and without. There 
was a pause for a few moments, as if despair were 
gathenng resolution, and, then the suffering Tictim, 
enveloped in a sheet, rose and walked out of tbe 
door, muttering that he would try it at the water- 
side. He crossed the lawn, descended the bank 
of the river, and was absent some ten minutes, 
when he appeared again, baying apparently made 
a fruitless search for a place (^ rest. His next 
resort was the unfinished house, but there it was 
no better ; and aeain the sheeted form appeared 
like an uneasy^ spirit walking up and down. 

The whole a^r now grew so irresistibly ludi- 
crous that it seemed sheer robbery to enjoy it long- 
er alone. I awoke my companions therefore, and 
while I was endeavoring to convey some faint con- 
ception of the scene, 16, the ghostly demonstration 
strode again before our eyes. It was greeted with 
a simultaneous peal of laughter, but it passed on, 
and though our frequent bursts of merriment might 
have provoked the return of a less irascible spirit, 
it came not back. We were not a little astonished 
in the morning to see him appear looking refreshed 
and good-humored as any of us. Nor were we less 
amused when a day or two afi;er we learned what 
resource he had finally availed himself of. Between 
the cabins stood a small sleigh with a box so high 
that it would have served for a prison van without 
a top. Into this, the persecuted man had climbed, 
and spreading his sheet over the top, sat boh up- 
right in one comer, bade defiance to the muski- 
tos, and enjoyed for the remainder of the night, 
as he asserted, the most luxurious repose. 

Such scenes might have lost the power to amuse, 
but our "queen" wa3 called away a few days 
after, and the sofa was at once vacated. Yet many 
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a hearty laugh afterward rang through the pie 
ant cabin at the viemory of those fiighte. lu sober 
truth these insects are a sad drawback to the en- 
joyment of the fine summer evenings which form 
one of the most delightful features of this region^ 
The hours of sleep can be secured against them 
by the use of the bar before referred to ; but they 
are a very serious interruption to the delights of 
the cool refreshing evenings which follow the sun- 
ny days of that open country. 

It may not be amiss to remark here that the 
climate of the western states differs materially 
from that of the eastern in the coolness of the at- 
mosphere after sunset. The solar rays acting all 
day on these large tracts of level moist ground 
draw into the upper regions of the air immense 
volumes of vapor which, after the Ibrmer are with- 
drawn, condense and descend in a miniature shower. 
The dews are consequently very heavy, and the 
nights so cool that nothing like the oppressive heat 
of a July or August night in the Atlantic states is 
ever known. 



CHAPTER XL 

But let us look at the picture of this little town, 
or rather of the spot selected for it ; for no town 
is yet there. We stand beneath a large tree, just 
in the rear of our cabin. This spot commazids a 
pretty complete view of the " section" on which 
the enterprising proprietors confidently hope to 
see a goodly city rise. Below us, half or three 
quarters of a mile, the river bends northwardly, 
and just at the angle a considerable stream pours' 
into it, which bears the name of Elkhom. Iti 
mouth i% low and fringed with tall grwm and bush- , 
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es, and a few trees, which cut off the prospect in 
that direction. At a point a short distance from 
the mouth of this creek, rises a natural terrace of 
some twenty ieet, which sweeps in a crescent form 
almost to our feet. The top of this terrace is 
crowned with wood, while the semicircular am- 
phitheatre inclosed by it, is without a tree or 
shrub, and looks a fit arena for the proud savage, 
who but recently trod it. Its base rests upon die 
river, along the bank of which many dead are bu- 
ried, their heads toward the water. Occasionally, 
as the earth crumbles away, the skulls roll out and 
tumble down, till they rest in a hollow or among 
iStie roots of bushes and trees which Ainge the 
if^ater. There is no under-growth in the wood 
which borders this amphitheatre, and the grass is 
shorter than that which grows on the praiHes ; so 
that as you look across the surface, the tall straight 
trees seem to be set upon a smooth velvety turf, 
clean as a fairy temple. We are on the terrace 
at the upper termination, where it approaches the 
river mer its graceful bend to embrace the little 
plain below. Above us the trees are more seat- - 
tered, and can scarcely be called anything but strag- 
glers, except at one spot in the open plain, two 
hundred yards perhaps from the river,, where they 
assemble in an oblong hollow form, completely 
interweaving their arms over a lovely little bower. 
Directly in front of us there is a winding opening 
to the prairie beyond. Along this is now a pretty 
well wrought road. On the rigtit is the common 
field or garden, in which aU the settlers have their 
crops for this year. On the lefb deep in the grove 
is the residence of the worthy doctor. It has grown, 
by the addition of sundry win^ and arms, horn 
a simple cabin to quite a comphcated cottage. 
The view across the river ^. open r the prairi« 
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swelb from the water's edge away for mileSy rising 
gradually, and at last beiurs qpe solitary tree just 
on the lij»9 of vision. The stream itself is a clear/ 
rapid current running oyer a rocky bed. It abounds 
in the finest fish, great numbers of which nxe easily 
taken by the spear after nightfaB. The torch- 
lights glancing about on the water make a pleasant 
feature in a night view from the high banks which 
overhang it. So much for the town site ; now for 
the town and its inhabitants. It has been already 
stated that we have a next door. It is a cabin* 
and belongs to the original owner of the lands we 
have just described. When they were selected 
for a town site, he saw no good reason why he 
should not become a citizen, and so remained. 
He is a native, and the oifly-one which the place 
can boast. But inore than this, he is an extraor- 
dinary specimen even of his extraordinary genus. 
He is some forty-five years of age, was bom and 
has always lived in the west ; he possesses a mind 
of uncommon natural powers, which has been 
strengthened by his mode of life, and adds to this 
a great fimd of reading. His ability to converse 
on books and other topics common in eukivated 
society,' combined with that species of rudeness 
which a life so totally destitute of artificialities 
creates in the most elegant minds, makes him ap- 
pear eccentric; but he is not really so. Place 
Iiim, even at this aee, in a city where he would 
be cut oflf from the nree, wild influences of nature 
and subjected to the restraint of customs which 
men have agreed to pronounce elegant, and though 
he might never lose altogether the free bearing of 
a man who has communed much with nature and 
loved her, he would assume the conventional tastes 
of those with whom he mingled, and his eccentricity 
Would wholly disappear. 
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His conversatioiial powers are pfien displayed 
in remarks that would be brilliant in any circle, 
and he possesses a vast fond of knowledge, drawn 
from his fervent lov« and deep study of nature, 
which might well be the pride of more pretending 
minds than his. He is now a gentleman of leisure; 
the advantageous sale of his property enables him 
to spend his time as his tastes or pleasures lead 
him. He sometimes visits us, discusses poetry, 
science, and polite literature in general. Oiie day 
he pronounced, in d, very brief sentence, the most 
comprehensive and truthful criticism upon his 
three favorites, Shakspeare, Byron, and Bums, I 
ever heard. 

It is painful to add, in qualification of so much 
that is admirable, that he has the vice which 
nobler minds have not escapckl, that of intemper- 
ance. Though not an habitual drinker, he some- 
times drains the cujp too deeply, and then adieu to 
philosophy, poetry,. and reason; he is one of the 
veriest infants of all the stricken family of the 
demon. His home is shared by a wife and one 
child, a boy of some four years. 

In the unfinished house above, we shall find 
nothing but carpenters' benches, bits of boards, 
barrels of lime, &c., and as these three embrace 
the whole of the upper part of the tovni, we will 
step down the terrace and see what the amphitheatre 
contains. Here we find two tenements, one nearly 
in the centre, the other below. The latter is rather 
a queer affair, even fbr a new country, and would 
be pronounced decidedly so, where necessity was 
not the supreme law in architecture as well a* 
oth^r things. Its body, if it may be said to have 
one, is buut of slabs in an upright position, and is 
roofed with the same material. It forms quite a 
^acious inclosure, the interior of which is par- 
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titioned with quilts and blankets into sevefal tocnds, 
each of which is thickly peopled. In this fold 
there are three or four famihes of " Buckeyes/' 
who, of themselveSy would make a respectable 
colony. They came hither from Ohio, early in 
the season, and are living in this slab house till 
they complete better dwellings. Their journey 
was performed in a boat built and owned by them- 
selves, and propelled by horses. It is now lying 
just opposite the' house, half out of water, its ^prow 
thrown up like the head of a dying alligator. It 
is. constructed very much as our canal boats are, 
but seemid a trifle higher. The families all bear 
one name, and are father and sons-in-law, or 
brothers and sons, I never clearly comprehended 
which. 

When tbey concluded to leave the Buckeye 
state, they consulted together on the subject, and 
determined, in view of their large numbers, that 
it would be more economical, as well as more in- 
dependent^ to perform the journey in some con- 
veyance o>f their own. Land carriage was out c^ 
the question, a flat boat would only float them to 
the mouth of the Ohio, a keel boat would be too 
laborious, and their last resource was to construct 
one which their horses could propeL This was 
accordingly done. The families and goods were 
shipped, and the strange craft launched upon " La 
belle Rividre." For many days she floated down 
its majestic waters, her silent way crossed occa- 
sionally by the resounding march of the high- 
pressure steamboats that crowd them. At night 
the prow was turned shoreward, and the Utile 
boat moored under some friendly tree, where a 
Are was kindled and su{K>er served. The smaller 
members of the flock, who had been confined all 
day^ eould now range the wood, and make ampl^ 
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reparation to their ill-used muscles and lungs. 
By early daylight the refreshed animals were 
again put upon duty, and while the cool, dews yet 
lay upon the silent ralley, they moved onward. 

I can imagine few things more delightful than 
this primitive, unti^ammeled progress qver these 
majestic waters. When pleasure or convenience 
led them, they ^ould go on shore; thev could 
visit spots never before trodden by the white man, 
and sleep in the midst of silence never broken by 
sound of civilized life, save the snoiting of tho 
fiery steed that ploughs the water a brief moment 
and is gone. Vast, unbroken, majestic nature lay 
on either hand of them for many days. At last 
they reached the mouth erf Rock River, and turned 
their little ark into its clear, bright waters. They 
landed at C- ; lived in their boat till the slab 
house was built; afed, in this. improved condition, 
were waiting the still* farther advancement of 
separate firesides within more substantial walls. 
Everything about this rude home wore an appear- 
ance of cleanliness and comfprf that made even its 
plainness inviting. The paths we.re kept clean ; 
the bits of board before the door were well swept, 
the children looked tidy, and the old grandmother, 
of whose fat, happy fiice, and clean-starclied cap, 
I have yet a faint vision; seemed t£e heJle ideal 
of a bold-hearted, strong^handed western woman, 
sinking into the well-earned repose of ripened 
years. • 



CHAPTER XII. 

In tne house above this we shall find a specimen 
of a very different .class of people, viz., a Massa- 
chusetts sea captain. ' There he stands;, a man of 
fifty years ; a httle above the middle height, with 
21 
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a slender person, and a sligbt stoop wbicli takes 
something from bis stature. His black hair just 
frosted, and his si^all, keen, black eye dancing and . 
twinkling beneath the dark brow, like the heat 
lightmng'of a cloudy July night. His dress is 
very neat, his motions quick, and his searching 
face always clad in smiles. He speaks much to 
the point,, when he choose, without a wander- 
ing or superfluous word; and when be does not 
choose, willbaiffle a whole co^ps of lawyers. His 
smile Ts a geniiine biibblingrup of sunlight, which 
bursts and is g^ne, to be replaced by another as 
fleeting. He is a great Igver of sunshine, and 
enjoys in a high degree the ability to produce i^ 
£ot mmself. Th^ early part of his life was spent 
on the sea> but cii*6umstances led him a few years 
since to unite with a ^colony and emigrate widi his 
large family to the west. His genius seems never . 
to have |ully expanded itself until it reached. the 
prairies. Not even the briny element he so much 
loved brought out all his resources so entirely. 
There, whije sailing from port to, port, his . mind 
was comparatively unenaployed. A severe stonn 
tnight occasionally call upon his strength, or make 
it necessary for him to assure his passengers that 
ibe. weather wap deligl^tfulaL^ and the oqean never 
in a finer state"; but there was little room for the 
play of tholae faculties which find a rich aiid end-- 
less field for speculation and thrill on the teeming 
prairies. - Here he could calculate the a^moqnt of 
ii^come which every foot of land would yield ; he 
could select town sites, lay' out the lots and s6ll 
them too, while he was riding^ along on his ordinaiy 
business; he could construct imaginary bridges 
where sloughs were. any detriment to a fine "lo- 
cation,'' end make the most envious neighbor con- 
fess that it was better than if the land were aH 
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smooth. If hifl horse. weM faafeened in one of these 
places, and the countenances, of his companions 
darkened, his admiration of everything a]:)out him 
rose to the highest pkch, and he appealed to them 
with a smiling earnestness- which . could not be 
resisted, to say if it were not ^the finest country 
ever beheld by man ! Even while he was strug- 
gling through the quagmire, burthetied with some 
helpless member of his family, ho would asseverate 
in the most cheerful tones, and with a smile, which 
nothing could repress, that the country was incom* 
parable; that thie very sloughs themselves, with 
their deep beds of black soil and water pools, were 
one of its best, features; that nothing would be 
easier than , to construct bridges " atiiwart" them> 
vfhen they would be. a delight instead of the tiding 
inconvenience which some might think they .now 
were. -* . . ^ 

He had already aided in btdlding up one of the 
pleasantest little towns iq, tl^e central part of the 
state, bad ereicted a good house for himself, occu* 
pied it about ^hree years, and. dien, yielding to^his 
love of fresh ^terprise, joined this colony, sold his 
home, and cotile into tms. newer region to begin 
s^ain. He has seJLected a beautiful, farm skirting, 
the river adjacent t;o the town, on^ which he is 
about building, but hid mind is now all absorbed 
with schemes for making the town grow into a 
large village. Of^jthe success of these he enter- 
tains no doubt ' , 

The only^ther charo^^ in this embryo city, is 
our host. • He is. a son of ]^ew England, and had 
spent a considerable fortune, which, waa.left him 
in early life,^ for the pleasure, of beginning ane:w on 
tiia own strength. He wandered through, the 
western states a few years ago, when many places 
that are now blooming with cultivation were waste 
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and solitary ; be built a double cabin in tbe edge 
of a large grove south of the Illinois river, fur- 
nished' if wiui a fine library, and other cherished 
household gods, and returned pne morning in Jan- 
uary from a ball, to find it burned to the ground 
"Vfith everything it contained. He subsequently 
opened several farms, and after many years of 
bacheloring in the new country^ became possessed 
vrith the idea that the presence of the absent one 
was indispensable to his happiness. Acting on 
this conviction, he left the prairies after the autumn 
frosts h^ fallen, and returned with the flowers the , 
next spring, bringing a fair girl who had consented 
to leave the. Granite State and share his prairie 
home. This is our accomplished aiid laay-like 
hostess, a highly educated, intelligent, affectionate, 
and truthful woman ; one who would have adorned 
the most polished circles^ She is now the mistress 
of this little^ rude cabin, but her culture and worthy 
80 far from being throvm away, in this inelegant 
home, make her shine the brighter; as genuine 
diamonds d6 in plain setting. She is a fair-haired, 
blue-eyed blonde, graceful m every movement, an4 
only prevented by tfie extreme slendemess so 
universally courted among American females, from 
possessing an exquisitely symmetrical figure. 



CHAPTER Xin, ' 
Such ir the place, and such are the people, 
among whom many pleasant days iirere spent. Our 
everyday pursuits and amusements were varied oc- 
casionally by a ride to the store and post-office, about 
five miles up the river. There were some charm- 
ing views on this road; the river at some points 
lay spread out before us iufull width, dotted with 
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iu etnerold ishoidBy aiid 'notched widi tk^ rUtk 
wo0dtppB liiat bordered it, mai at othetft it retreated 
(kom the'view bo as to k^ye onty a liquid thread 
hone and there visible amid, the ' waving greett 
wbkdr teibbedd^d it. ^ ^ 

In one ^ diese rides We ^rere ovettakett by a 
shower. It canve witii d viqie&t wind, ^sd co^ise- 
qnently fell at tA angle of about sixty degrees, lio 
that if we had tamed' our g% and stood still, it 
VfbxM have pjsotected us pemctly. But in th^ 
plenitude ^ our wisdom, we decided, to seeic reiuge 
m a house about three quarteiii of a tnile distant, 
ih the ptecise dii^ectibn ot the stortn.^ : We there- 
BxB faSoed the wind and;mi]i, urged oiir noble old 
Bucephalus to his m^ciost speed, and tffter a most 
ludicrous flight of some ^cunutes, bounding and 
springing over the knotted tuf^ arriv^, dretiched 
and starchiest at the Aoat^ just its the rain ceased. 

On6 of our &,vorite outdoor amnsemei^ wa^ . 
ridwg on horsebdfck ; another, sailing in our plt^as- 
ute-lif>at; anddier,. swingingVou the .bsu^k of the 
river in fivitit of the ifew house ; -another, gathiBring 
mandrakes jn th^ ^gtove, l^ithin,' we* had Shak- 
speare; BjrrBriyBufns, Bryant, and others, iu the 
poeticdi lin«; sottile variety, of scientiJSC) philo- 
sophical, and sentiinental iisdding ; Hogar^ and 
Dickens in the witty, apd "som^ "fine copies of Ital- 
ian and Swiss scenery,' by Way of presen^ng ou^ 
love di ihe picturesque / and rugged .in nature. 
With all these resources, and a country . more 
charming '.than language etat describe, it 'would 
hav<6 b0en unpardonable nol to be happy. • We 
were not so guilty. - /^ ^ * 

One of our aquatie excursions was undertaken 

for the putposd df spending an afternoon withMrs. 

C*, a widow lady, who with her six soncT aaid oUly 

daughter resided^bout two miles up the river, on 

Ee 
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the opposite side. "They had emigrated froiH onto 
of the principal citiei^ of .New England, and were 
altogether among the most' intelligent and valnahle 
&milies in society I ev^r met. Their little dwell- 
ing stood about -a quarter of a vaile from the river, 
and was -appfoac];ied by a hard-trodden, narrow 
path, through .grass rising pn^^ach side sdmost to 
the head of an ordinary sized man. When yoa 
em^^ged within a few pods o£ the door, the scene 
that opened before you was Unexpectedly pleasant. 
The house etb^ in. a. little open gladta, cm a riung 
^ ground which eommanded a fine yv&w of the acQa^ 
cent pr^e and groved, and admitted one or two 
glimpses of the rivef, buried fitmong the tifees and 
tossing grass. An arm of timber from die water-" 
side streMied up within a few. rods in the rear, 
and another a Htde farther off in frbnt pfrthe house. 
The building itsdf had been constnlcted something 
more than a hundred miles from the spot where it 
now stood, had been taken apart, moved on wagr 
gonaC and set up a^ain -on tUs spot. ^ Its various 
pieces werjj nicely jointed and fittpd. 'together^ so 
as to answer admirably for a summer-liouse. How 
it wouW serve when. Boreas isame down widi his 
frost burdien^-admitted of 49ome qiiestion. . 

Mrs. 0« was a woman wh.o po8Ses9ed thp highest 
order of mental elegance, viz., that which is native 
and unaffected by outward circumstances. The 
hospitality of her plain little home was charming 
as it' could have been if sumptuous viands had been 
served on costly plates, and luxury had waited <m 
every indolent desire.: Elegant without art, wise 
without pedantry, amiable without vanity, she was 
the .model of s^l that is lovely .in woman. Her 
sons had^ inherited much of her excellence and 
talent, and w€a:e universally heaved. We left 
her littki cottage at dark, ana embarkedfor home* 
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The day bad been very warm ; tbe ligbtning was 
flickering around the southwestern horizon before 
we started, and there was every probability that 
Vre miffht be « overtaken by a shower before we 
readied. our landing-piace. There was little 
wind at first, but it presently ini^i-eased, and bore 
iqpwar^ ^ying masses of black cloud, which ob- 
scured the little Hght -giveu/ us by the stars, and 
left us iiC ^darkness, only deepened by the firpquent 
lightnittg-flasfajBS."^ Our little sails^ fflkid by these 
gusts, bore us merrily through the rippling -waters 
d)i ihej' ceased, aad left^is to float with' the cur- 
rent until another came. ^- The banks of the river 
were involved: in profound darkness^ except when 
the cloud-temp burst up for a moment, out the 
broken sur&cerdf the water reflected innumerable 
fragments of light, so fain^ as to be .perceptible 
<H3ly to an earnest and searching^eye, When^da' 
caught themi the water seemed to grow more and 
mo^ luminous^ till another flash ccone and de- 
stroyed the beiiutiful illusion. - 

GKir- company were merry, notwithstanding the^ 
anticipated shower, fmd, stnking up jthe > • Bonnie 
Boat," made th^ silent woo4s-''ec]lo virith its cheer- 
ing strains. ^ It wasQ. deli<5ipus night to be abroad. 
on the water; and ouif spirits were so mufili. exhil- 
arated by ther scene, that we should have rather 
rejoiced than .grieved had we been^ visited' by the 
shower. ' We reaqhed our landing place, however, 
just as the first large ,drops began to plash in the 
water and patter among the leaves. It was ten 
4>'clock : ' the muskitos had sought shejter and 
would be harmless while the rain c($ntinued to 
fall. We opened our doors and -vdndows, there* 
fore, and the cool air c^ihe in laden with the fi:a« 
granoe of reviving nature ; a delightful preeursor 
of the 6wee(i tfleep which .was taf(£oW. - 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



Thb jcoontcy narth of tfaiB* seeticm of the rmr i» 
one of the most b^aiitifol that ca^ be imi^mecL 
Its <high Tolling prairies bxo- dotted vridk gFov«fr 
through which cl^ar rapid Btreams wind and bab* 
ble like dlose oif the eastern states. It was at tiiis 
period principally held bj the first «e|0^. ^A 
few late emigraiits firoHL^the Atlantic , fl|ide weipe 
creeping in> howevOT, and making daims^as tbej 
are daUed, on some choice spots ; but t}^ ** Sucki- 
ers" still held' the dominion. • w- 

This process of making dairas' is a- somewhat 
. curious matter, and not onfrequently leads to se-. 
rioup dttturbance ainong the settlers/ It is gOT- 
emed by difii^rent laws in various n^eighborhpqds. 
In some it merely consists in erecting a house ^av 
something like it, in Which the-blaimaot oi^. bis 
agent shcdl reside for a certain length of ti^e^ in 
bSiers he is, in addition tpthisf required to bieak 
and plant jbl piece of ground, and in still others, 
the latter is alone sufficient.^ ^Sp that you may 
sometimes ride -^through a piece. of com, growing 
on the open praiii^ with^ no liouse or other sign o£ 
^ eiiltiTation or ^ownership in sight. These clainto, 
if made according to the governing custiuns, are 
generaUy tis much respected when the land ia 
thrown into maritet^as a d^d • conveying the fee 
sipuple. But if the law of the neighboriiood has 
been evaded in part, or if there be ri^ claimants^ 
eadi of whom^haVe set their marks i^on a single 
tract, .it( leads to seriouff and often fittal^ifes. The . 
emigrant, however, has in Allthdse the advantage 
ov^r the ^first settlers. For as the puifibers of ^e 
tarmer increase, the latter retiiies before them as 
the Indito 1ms retured before \^. He fonns tbo 
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■econdjwave tbatpounB itaelf .into the bosom of 
Ais wilderness. When the Yankee hotnes thicken 
about him, and farms, are opened within t'^o; three, 
and ibur mijesy he begins to feel straightened, op- 
pressed; be wants more rocsn, and resolves to sell 
to tbe first Yankee that offers to buy. He d oes not 
wait Jong j and «;bargain "bein^ concluded, he stows 
. his plunderixnd^tnetxh.the cover of tiie large wag- 
gon, harnesses his four* horses before it, hangs his 
•* bucket'' *beneath and his " feed-box" behind, starts 
his iWiV eowB on in ^Van<$e, setis Bis eldest boy on 
the right4iai)d vrhdel horse J "with, a single rein in 
his htond, and ^bmmenceef his journey westward, 
e^Mtking. the d^ of the Yai^^ settlismehts from 
his feetfc H6 bas pften no place ia view, but jour- 
nfeyff on, always toward the' setting suUj^ fer he 
knows that f^edom such as he seeks* has retreated 
thither; He travels on, day after day, and riroWs 
more^complacettt as he gets further off. Some- 
times they sleep in . th6 cabiik by the way side, 
and at '\>theri^ m the Waggon and again T>n' the 
ground; . The females always do thkr own evok- 
ing either bjrtbe oattap filie, or'1>n the healths where 
they stop.' Tfcey never complain if the jour- 
ney continues for week^ but relieve itQ tedium 
by walking, driviiig the cows, &c. I have met 
maify hundreds of ibese nlGrving Caravans, and 
scarcely ever saw an unhappy or anxious face 
aonoag tbem. • TBey loVfe the large literiy of the 
wide prairie j thev Jove its sunlight, its waving 
grass, Its flowers, its lone trees/its" groyes, ifB silent 
strums. They loi^e the anticipation of ma*dng a 
new home <»i tite brow of tKe remote wilderness, 
abd living there, witb.half the careless ease of the . 
Indian and inbre thi^ h?.s happiness. Their minds ' 
exuh in theboldness and'fi^edom of those enter- 
prises whieh demand Htde practical detail. The 
EE 2 
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dan^^rs which himg over their ^mAy years hasire 
culuvated in them a certain boldnees and love* of 
adveiitiire which find.no proper field hut on the 
wild frontier. The richness' of the soil-has obvi* 
ated the necessity of severe labcn:, and they have 
consequently, ffrown upr with habits of indolence 
and a want oTpracdcsJ ^talent, found^ in no other 
free states oi the Union. Advancement in .the 
useful or ornamental arts is a thing «linost unknoiyn 
among them. The. son is content to «pend his 
days in the rude'^d coiiafordess cabin that Wel- 
tered his sire ) he rides in the same heavy, uncouthr 
vehicle; he never )>e8tows any increased care upon 
his crops; even though his eastern neighbor on 
the r^exvfyrm doubles his harvest by it. 

His aspiradpns.eire equally stationazy in the more 
iniportant particular- of educating his .children^ 
He '' reckons^^' they should know how to write 
th^ir names, and ** allows it's a right smart thing 
to be able to read when you want JboJ* . He 
'' expects " his sons may make stUmp speeches if 
they live ; but "jae don't ^* c^culaCe. that books and 
the sciences will -do aa ni^ch for a^man in these 
matters as a handy use of the rifle, and a free 
tange of the prairies." As for tfl&chSiig,"** that's- 
one thing he 'allows the Yankees are just fit for ;" 
he does not hesitate, to confess, that they are a 
" power smarter" at -that than tie westeni boys. . 
But they can't hold a rifl^ .iior r^de at wolf hnint 
with 'era ; and he reckons, after all, these are the 
great tests of merit. ■' 

With all these peculiarities, aiid this ignorance 
6f what is esteemed' essemial in cultivated society, 
these people "have strong intellects, bold and 
vigorous 4aeas, and possess a vast fund of know- 
ledge, drawn from sources with which a more,arti^ 
ficial society is too little acquainted^ They have 
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wd order of eloquence peculiar to tbemselves, 
rough; bold, and strong, aird blowing witK lllus- 
tratioite drawn from nature as they know her, and 
firom other sources familisdr to their minds. I have 
often listened to- theni witk delight, (us well as 
amusement. They are hot so witty as they are 
accredited to'be^ but their thoughts and fig^ures, 
so different from those we are accustomed to hear, - 
take us by surprise, and produce .*an emotion of 
contrast do Strong as' to excite irresistible laughter. 
Their illustrations are not^drawri from the lore 
of Grieece and Rome, but fronr the infinitely truer 
teachings of jiature; amid whibh the/ live. If they 
have not the artificisd elegance which the mighty 
ininds ' and associated events of x centuries have 
giyen to the former, they have aliigher intrinsic 
valuei and tell more effectually on their assem- 
blager than Wo'nld all the. mythology of heathen- 
dom. 
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The hospitality of the people of the west is ex^. 
haustless. Such as. their homed are, the stranger 
is ever welccHne'to lii^m^ and to what they cpn- 
tam. . the single room is as freely shared ^as if it 
were twenty, instead pf one. ' The abundant table 
is never tbo small for all that are within hearing 
when it is laid. 'You may feel embarrassed at jhe 
narrow physical Hmits within^ which all ^is is 
^confined, but your feelings are never perceived or 
appreciated' by your entertainers. YoiTnse in the 
morning and are conducted to the well or spring, 
or a bench beside thfe door, to perform your ab- 
lutions (necessarily scanty - under such circum- 
stances) ; your host, meanwhile, descanting on some 
*f boar " or " wdf hunt," on the approaching or past 



'fysayjost; ^dn Ae Us! xis^ tli^ wraing eTectJoix, ^n 
thp merits of ^yboro^, or the '^chance of ma^" 
finr f^^tismg pork, the akknoBs ^ the laB^-aeasc^ 
the nQceaeity of btimi^g th^ prairies toprevooA 

WitlQn, the good wife has meaatiine cooaaieiic^ 
her preparations for yo\irinOrmng meak The 
first step in this, as in i^U ofhermeal^i is (o plaeef 
lier large, %\^o gollon coffee-kettJe at the fire. Nei^f 
she lay<s the covers of two sioaU iro& ovei^ upoii 
the blazsing logs,re^^i»8 some ^M>i4sto the health 
with her larg^.woodea shoteX and iotroducioig its 
blazing 'edge to'the a^es in the comer, ascends 
the ladder with aJ^ or earthen TesseL Presently 
she reappea^ with meal foic. h^ do€Lg€r, This is 
made by wetting the nseal with cold w^r^ ^id 
mixing it with ^ Ujttle salt to the cpneostency t^a 
thick batten It is the^ taken in the hand.ftnd de- 
, posited in three di^ more oblong cakes in the angle 
of the skillet ; th^ coyer ia^put ovfet, a few coals 
thrown upon it, and so mudi of Weakfieist is in 
progress.. If you are a southern or ea8i:eni gUest, 
or particulayly rejected for any cause, tho> n^t 
step is to make a mixture of wfaeaten fliHir, cold 
water, iard, and salt, and cut it into small ^cakes^ 
which are deposited in the other skillet. Then comie 
the nieats,* wmch» with the corn dodger and-coffeo, 
are the essentials of all meftls amdng these people 
Mbming/no'on,.and night >ees j&om one -to three 
Turieties ^f this article, or every.well-spread table. 
All this time the^cpfiee. is. maintained m the. most 
Yigorpus ebullitioii.- Thd table is laid at intervals, 
^e^dodgeiii and /'hot cakes" watched, and whPn 
all is done, the coffee is^awn back and settled* 
with an egg ; the ashes are turned from the covon^ ; 
tlie cakes taken up on plates ; the meats disb^ ; 
the hearth brushed i and sovfm fcf^r little matt«lrit 
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of tiste about the room regulated ; and then you 
are invited to t^ tables The. tc^ee, it must be 
coi^essed, i6 execrable, and can only, be disposed 
ef by^e aid of the rich cream; which is not often 
epared. The hot cakcfs, as might be expected, are 
eoHd and of a deep leaden hue ; the dodger is in- 
comparable yikm quails deficious ; the grouse or 
deer equally «6; but the bkcon inBuJTerable^ This 
is pi^tty nekrly your bill of fare ftnr the^ day. You 
have fruits or sweetmeats pnd pudding c^ed at 
dimer ; aikL fresh baked cakei at tea. ^ But at each 
meal you have aU the meats of the &n»t, with one 
variety^ replaced somdtiines by the domestic fowl, 
and sometunes 1>y fresh baked pbrkv' AD the food 
<0f each meal is cdoked at the time i^^ia to be eat- 
«in ; and the ^t atep ^oi thii^ long^rocess is to 
pkiee the '* cofifee-kettle" whete. it e^D come to 
the boiling point a« ^eedily as possible. The 
Irestem people have an' unctmquerable aversion 
tor food that is mot sensed hot and fresh. fr;om the 
cooking vessel. They would look with contempt 
upon ^e most 8umptuot» hospit^ty of oastem 
tables, if one of the staple dishes had- been cooked 
cm the previous day. No bread is 'eve^ found in 
fi»eir hous^ir; they make li large loaf in their iron 
ovens Ivhich i& formented by what they call sait' 
ruing ; but it n^st be. eaten warm, and is then 
only tolerable to an eastern palate. . ' ' * 

As might be expected frdm this^ excessive use 
ef coffide in its worst form, from, the great amount 
g£ animal food, aii4 some other Clauses belonging 
to the olimatie which 4&ese grefUily Aggrscvate, they, 
for the iiH>st pert, wear complexions, of a faint 7^1- 
k^wish b^rown. Their 4^n has little appearance 
of life-, and looks more like a soiled leraon^olcnred' 
glove than the membrane 6f mingled red and white 
vkieb of right bekMiiga^to diem, . 
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CHAPTER Xyj. 



TbIb morals of these people partake strongly of 
the^ characteristics ahready natme^. They are too 
magnanimous to be often mean,* too free firpm «Ya- 
rice to be often dishonest, A little fi-aud or direwd . 
trid^ played upon a Yaidcee they consider a com- 
mendable evioence of superior sagmoity ; a thing 
to be exulted in rather - than repei^ed 'o£ . Their 
passion in trade is -for thf nerer-sufficiently^to^foe- 
pnzed hora^,and d considerable partx^ their patty 
litigation . e;rows out of this dass^ of transactions. 
Indolence is one of their wbist v^ces ^ fi>r k leads 
to many others. .This, however, t am bound to 
say, is i^onfined to the mal<^ «eX'. The females can- 
not be indolent if they would, and this for a num- 
ber of reasons ; quq of which is, that the fepciales 
of all newly settled countrieft- have many kinds -of 
labor tapei^orm of vdiich they are relieved ii^ older 
regions ^y th^ greater. perfeetdon' of . macbanery 
and afdiitecture, and tte presence ei a larger pro- 
portion of th^eir own sex. Another lA^ that the 
western country is ^visited i>y great sfumbers; of 
single men \, strangers, who lire -dependent for aH 
the domestic officer on the Women of the region 
or , neighboi^ood iq- which they • stop. This has. 
been a veiry imp^^rtant item in the labors of these 
females for the last fifteen years. But the 'male 
population may be pron^mced uneiquivocally in^ 
dolent. On a brij^t day they moimt their horses 
and'Cfaronethe little towns in the vicinity of their 
homes, dnpking and trading horses till late in the 
evening. It is- not extraordinary to , see two or 
more of th^n come to blows before these festival 
days end;, , » - 

They are prompt to redress an injury by l^[al 
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ptocess wHen the law affords it; wlten'not, by 
perBonal strength. . It is^ however, .due to them to 
say, that, they are equally prompt to make repa- 
ration when it ia demanded in tm henbrafile man- 
ner. They have little Ipve* or charity for the 
vices that stam artificial isociety. Duelling is 
irarely def(^iided;liceiitiou^e8S is little known, and 
theft is scarcely conceived of among them. 

Respect for the Sabbath and for religious obser- 
vances^-generaHy, is not veiy widely spread. Few 
churches ore sustained, and b^t little expenditure 
incurred'' for the sUppirt ql reHgious inaiitutions. 
3^he preTcdHng faitli^ or -folttfs of- wordhip are the 
Methodist and Campbellite. There are others of 
course, but these, are by 4kr the most numerous. 
Without- attempting any invidious dis^pctioii be- 
tween these beliefe, it will 'Cartg-inly be adhering^ 
^ to* truth to say that ^ the < latter are geners^y the 
more intelligent people^ the former the more hon- 
est. The pulpit oratory ef both is quite peculiar, 
I heard many of their " <^ircuit riders," and sev- 
eral" of the settled clergy of the Methodist church, 
and am bound to say^^h^t before^l h^d this ex|>e-, 
rience (should have considei^ a^y true descrip- 
tion ironical or lib^leus. Ajnong them all these 
were but one or two thkt deserve to be designated 
b^ any other name than that of the most airant 
rant^r^. Their efforts bore no comparison' with 
those of the stump orators and^ disputants oi deba- 
ting clubs, ly^eums, '&c.j which ypu may hear 
every week i^ the small towns settled by wesferri 
people. Like^moSt empty speakjers, these preadi- 
ers have. an abundai^ice of furious action, a bellow- 
ing utterance, and a tone which renders it extremely 
difficult for the possessor of > a- cultivated ear to 
preserve both, gravity and patience through ene of 
their interminable harangues. ^ 
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.The pricBitive style of dii^ ndeetmg*, and th^ 
xttotley and l^terogeneous app^^rance of the pck>- 
ple wba aasemble, makes them one of the inoakt 
striking novedties to Uie curious observer ^ West* 
era hifo and manners.; - ' - ^ 

The Circuit jrider embraces in ;his field xx£ labors 
from thirty to one hundred xnilea of conntiy. tiis 
meetings are<;alled in school-houses and churches,- 
wtien.held in towns or thickly populated nmgh-*. 
borho6ds^ apd in ^the^ cabins . of tla& settlers in 
in<»:e pruscntiYe regions. His -audience are seated 
on boajrds, tbQ ends of \yl»ch rest upon chairB, xjt^ 
whe^e these are i^ot to be had, on blocks of wood 
of Gonvenieni height. One chair is always reserv- 
^ for the speak^, in which he-Ut9 until, the con« 
gregation is iissembled/, He then rises, takes h» 
position beUnd-^, drops* hi^^ag handkerchief upon 
itis back; and reads a hymn, repeating each couplet, 
the better ^6 aid the mepiory of the sih^rs, most of 
whoit) are without books.. Thus cotdimenoe the ex- 
ercises of tbe occasiqn. The singing is followed by 
a long incongruous prayer.^ A^er this, the text is 
announced,, and the sennonizer launches ^ once, 
ovithout ][HTeface/ into the utterance of some of the 
many tbiogs which' he. int^ids to communicate. 

I remember becoming wearied with one of 
these harangues, which was more vapid than ususd, 
and finding great relief in a study of the inotlay 
grou^frctund me. • There were mothers present, 
withinfa^ of aU ages, firom fi^nr weeks upwlu^ds. 
One qf these, about four -months tdd. Was ^curiously 
cladk. 'It wore a dress of coarse brown ilnglish 
merino, sleeves short, and ruffled. at the elbow^ 
Mdth plain .footing about a nail in vridth. I infer- 
T^d that it had been originally white, not from any 
evidences then visible, but from the fact that I 
never saw it colored in the shops. On the head of 
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thb cHld waB' 9 jcfljico cap of the poar^eat texture 
and colors, trimmed profbaely with an orange and 
green ribbon of some antiquity. My next nei^hr 
bor^on the other iiand'was ^yiditig her attention 
i)etween Ithe sarmont and an infant of some six 
weeks, dressed fo grotesquely as to be irresisdble. 
A light cloak: ol^ blue cotton material . partially 
covereda dress of .green and black calico of the 
largest steotip; the head was .covered with a cap 
of the finest (fambric linen,, exqui^itelT wrought, 
and trimmed with a- faded black lute^trmg; nbbon^ 
about twd inches and a half in widths. The mother 
wore one of |he ancient scopp bonnets^. natural ^ 
hose, a calico dress^ and ^cape of diffieirent color 
and figure. Direotly in firont, s'at a young lady* 
the^ belle of the s^^tlement, atid withd, not a little 
pf ^a coquet, <. as . I afterwards learned. She was 
clad in a drei^ which 4)ad otice been printed, but 
yielding to, die pressing solicitaUoos^of the rubbing- 
bo^d,ha4 parted with, its colours, and .was now 
passing for white. £ach of its large threadp;wa8 
distini^y ; visible. Her neck was , dressed in a 
very coquettish style, /mth a,brig|^t red bandanna 
handkerchief drawn ^ tight ov^^' the. shoulders^ 
.and fastened with a pin, and a long pink ribbon^ 
which fipwed nearly: to her cowhide boo^- .'Her 
hands were narked and empty; ^ tasttf /cbIico ap*on 
being made to do duty in place of a pocket-hand^ 
kerchief. . Her,. head was, covered with the -spiled 
remnant of an apqient green <;aiashj thebridje of 
which enabled her to play oflT muiy effective 
glances upon the stricken **/eU^4*^ in her vicinity., 
Such ludicrous v^eties of (^ess Vere inexhausti- 
ble^, and aflR)rded a rich fi^ld of observation wHile 
the orator was floundering through his; subject; 
which on this occasion was an argument' on the 
immortality ol* the spul. He l^id not approached 
22' F^F 
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tl^ abfltmse question wit^utfeelhigitsimportance, 
bnd' making due pneparatioii. His mina had evi- 
dently been refreshed by ilie recent perusal of 
some elementary treatise on the scienee of as^n- . 
omy, which has been suf^oised by other great 
minds to affwd some evidence on this and iundred 
questions.. How this evidence was bortie did not 
^ery plainly appear firom thi^ discourse; the prin- 
cipal use mi^e of his knowledge baing^to propound 
to his audience^the qucaudons found -at. the bottom 
of the page; and after a.^du^ pause, to answec 
them himself ' Hal^-^nliour'.s ejiercise of this kihd^ 
abounding" in the gtoesest' a^ most ridiculous 
blunders, convinced the giving assemblage that 
Brother A ' ' ■ was m^ only '*a powerfid smart 
man, but one oJf mighty lamin." ^ 

It was safe then to return to the ongimd question, 
which every one' -had forgotten^ but winch, at the 
end of the lesson, he seemed ibrtuTnately to remem- 
ber. After . some -well-rounded sentences in' his '^ 
loudest key to prepare their minds for the -tremen- 
dous question, nO; said, drawing himself up with a 
dignity and cpmplftcency whitih no wordf can con- 
vey^ "Now, my fidend&^What is^he Soul V* 

A most impresflif e patlse followed tbia:intereat- 
ing interrogatory/ Every mind, 'save thpse of the 
dashing coquet and her rival admirers, was bent 
on it ; the.hoUBe Was awfully silen^for the moment ; 
bu^ the answer enunciated m a measured tone and 
mcmner, ** My brethren, soul andrbpdy is e^onemous 
terms;** carried my gravity by storm tod let down 
the rapt audience with such a sudden substitution 
of plain fact for subliipe inquiry, that there was an 
instantaneous shuffling- of feet, drawing up of bent 
forms, and exchan^^ of smiley, which said, *^ That ~ 
is it, but we could not have sadd it so well/' 
" 'When this sermon wa9 over, an. elderly sister. 
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^hq bad Exulted at eVvQry sentence, asked my 
opinion of it. To the. reply that I thonght Mr. 
A ;' pessessedTa fine voice, she rejoined-:=^" Ah ! 
he'sV ^awejfulsmart man* We thought Brother 
«—^,*' naming lii^ predecefssor, " was as good as 
aiiybody.i50\^dT)e,'but*'Brothcr A . ■ fe a heap 
ahead of Mm. "Where on airth he ever gets lamin 
to answer th^questioais lie's always askiniy I can't 
see ; t i-eckoii he must read a power of books." 

But notwith9taliding 4he ignorance of these men 
and the often ludicrous Qbaractef of their ^coursed, 
th^ir presence and^ services « are of ^eatvalue^ to 
the cpmmunities' among whom they minister; That 
most of :theip are^honest men, there u iu) doubt. 
The arduous and slafish c}iaFacter of their duties,, 
compared with'theexceeding^mall salaries which 
' they' receive, kre testimonies in favor of their in- 
tOjgri^j which no candid ^nd can re^t. Not can 
the value of theit.ministratiop, indifferent :as it is, 
be ddubted.- Among th^ people whom they teach, 
religion is a simpler and more 'genuine emdtion 
than in other states' of society,* where its rites and 
appliances^ constitute so much that is the subject 
of thought j envy, prejudice, and opposition. They 
have little of the vanity that poisons morejrefin^d 
Christianity. The stirring housewife sets her Ifttle 
cabin in order for' the meeting, and her neighbors 
|)repare to come in with far purer and more in- 
tense religious amotions, than the plumed Und 
jeweled dame arrays herself to visit the spjendid 
edifice thronged^with the votaries of fashion and 
wealth. There is a. sublimity and beauty in the 
stem simplicity of thei^ gatherings— the rough 
cabin but one small remove from Qie handiwprk^ 
of nature, whose broad and silent ^kingdom is 
spread around — the honest .sympathetic faces 
and hard hands that clasp each other with no 
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Signed wdittA, that com&end liwir bond^ of 
union more strongly thaia inagnificeiit piles, and 
-pedaling bellfl, and: souilding oi^^ans. Theirs *»- tke 
simplest action ' of the rc^gioiisr fieumltieB. The 
solemn stoiy of the Cross ^and the teachings ol 
Him who sufiered on it, bring t|iem tog^her to^ 
worship, adore, and love >HmL The 'motiyeB to a 
false profession of religiock are als<^' f^er here 
than in a-more compticated state of society. The' 
yicea pf this, c<^dition. sire not stidr as weald he eith- 
er concealed or tdded by the dofat*'of hypbcri^; 
They bedome professedly reh^oiis beeinise they' 
are, 'or. at I^^t think -them^Tes,, actually so ; not 
bepans^ it wiUenable.them to cttea£ m trade wi^ 
greater impuni^, or rob their njbighlbors' widows 
aocl orphans, on the-strenffth of lon^ prayers and 
a steteiscype solemnity jQf faces. Keligion is - reh 
garded. by them* as & source of happiness Aierely^ 
not of gain or standing, -or as-s^Hcease fcv jfirandy • 
However jumiple and iftiper^t,. then, -die 
ministratio&^f their- .w'andenng. clergy, it must 
command the respect emd complacent regard of 
every honest and reflecting mind, its fruits are 
the budding and blossoming* of Ifaith^ Hope^ and 
Love in ^the wilderness. Religious institutionB 
axid observances, have . greater ' beauty ' and feroe 
here, where man is restrained by few motives ex«> 
' temal tq himself, than^ where he is under the 
numerous obligations and restraints of a more 
artificial condition.- These bold», daritig people 
are brought into th^ church from* a freedom )aiid 
responsibility to themselves alone, scarcely more 
circum§crib^ than those enjoyed by the savage ; 
and Htke strength and harmony of the^christian code 
are beautifully demonstrated by ^he submission of 
such character to their guidances. There is be* 
sides a fitness in the relative condition t>f the minr 
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bter and Ms people ^pvkich renders him in every 
respect an object of their highest regard, and se^ 
cures to his teachings the niost unbounded rever- 
ence. Hia ignorance is never discovered by them. 
His blunders, when he vimtures beyond his usual 
aim to exhort or denounce; instead of exciting in- 
dignation, disgust, or miith, only stamp him as a 
man of wonderful learning. There is no discrep« 
ancy between their expectations and his fibilities ; 
and his position, therefore, becomes ridiculcHis qnly 
to better cultivated minds. These he.doe8 not pro-' 
fess to instruct. He is not sent for their benefit; if 
they participate in what he has to dispense it im 
l^ir own choice; and the liberality with which 
he ofiers it should cettamly, secure him against 
ridicule.' As the Yankees: increase in the settle- 
ment where he officiates, he willingly retires and 
leaves them a minister of their own choosing. It 
must not be understood that the descHption' I have 
eiven has no exceptions. There aie men officia- 
ting as servants of Christ in thes^ wild regions who 
possess an eloc^uenoe and strength that would ren- 
der them eminent anywhere ; men whose oratory 
is clothed with the richest imagery, whose every 
figure is a fiash from the glowing altar of nature, 
whose fervid emotion and lofty sentiment kindle^ 
and Novate the soul. ^ 



CHAPTER XVII. 

As my departure was now a fixed event, we 
began to cast about for a choice between several 
Ktue excursions in the neighborhood, which yet 
remained to be performed. " You must go to the 
store with me once more ;" said Mrs. P., ** and to 
the council-house and burying-gtound above Cap- 

FP 2 
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tain S's. farm ; and take another ereidng ride on 
horseback; and — do whatever else is possible." 

No objection being made to these propqeitionsy 
they were allowed to stand as the order of pro- 
ceeding for the remaining fiv^ days. The next 
afternoon was devoted to Uie shopping. Tom was 
driven to the door, at dinner time, and left at our 
service. As soon as the house was set in order, 
and dresses changed, a duty which, lonong west- 
em housekeepers, l^elongs to the afternoon instead 
of the morning, we took our seats and drove off 
over thebeaudful road already mentioned as lying 
along ,the river. 

Our shopping was rather incongruous, coiifHsting 
of the entire variety usually collected in a coiintiy 
store, viz. : dry-goods, groceries, hardware, crock- 
ery; and glass-ware, et cet. Lide Nell must have 
two frocks and an apron, and Hamlet a cravat 
There must be half a dozen new tumblers, two 
butter plates and six bowls, a tin pepper>box 'for 
the kitchen, a new water-pail, Bome aanubg and 
t&pe needles, three or four deep dishes for pump- 
kin pies, a jug of* molasses, a paper of ginger, ti 
pound of tea, seven of coffee, a few naiJb, and a 
stone pot for the winter butter. These were put 
up in die smallest possible compass, and even men 
it required no little ingenuity on the part of the 
polite and energetic shopkeeper to demonst^rate 
that we could get them aU home in the gig. They 
were, however, stowed in, and then it required as 
much care to finish the demonstration by keeping 
them there ; but we succeeded, by pj^dcing up one 
or two parcels when they fell, carrying the glass 
and crockery in our laps, and bracing die pail fill- 
ed with promiscuous articles between our feet. 

Our next and only remaining excursion was to 
the burial-ground and council-house of the Sauks, 



UFE IN FBAIRIE LANP. S43 

on tbe bank of the river, about a mile and a half 
above the town. The trail to this lay immediately 
on the margin of that beautifol section of the river 
before spoken of. Unbroken views of the entire 
stream, followed by glimpses, smiling through 
waving tree-tpps or swelling grass, continually pre- 
sented themselves. The tnal lay along the very 
verge of the high baiik, save where the latter bent 
from a straight line. It was dBep-woni,-and showed 
tl^at many « swalthy foot had trodden its narrow 
bed.. Occasionally, under a clump^ bushes or the 
overhanging boughs <x£ larger trees, were two or 
three graves, their rude outlines nearly effaced by 
the storms that had beaten upon thentand the lev- 
eling hand of time. Where the soil had crumbled 
from the hce of the high bank, a ghastly skull, 
rolled from its dreamless slumber, lay half way 
down the descent, arrested in its frill by die roots 
pf shrubs or trees. . 

The council-house is simply a circular area some 
eighty feet in diameter, artificially elevated by a 
terrace, perhaps four fSoet in height. Its surface is 
strown with bones, the remains of feasts that have 
been celebrated here. It is in a beautiful spot. A 
fine growth of young trees, secludes^it from the 
river, so that those who are upon land may be 
perfectly acquainted with the moyements of friends 
or enemies on the water without being seen them- 
selves. More interesting to me were the graves 
thickly , strown along the verge of the bank. Some 
had fiJlen in and partially revealed the skeletons 
sitting upright, their decayed canoes, which had 
rudely, served in place of coffins, crumbling and 
dissolving about them into the earth whence they 
had sprung. I know not that this palticular spot 
has been me theatre of great events in the history 
of the people who have now disappeared forever. 
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from it^ but I know that its rare beauty, in the still 
autunm day when, we visited it, seemed to me fitted 
to foster the wild melancholy which so deeply 
tinctured die diaracter of its decayed sbvereigns. 
Yet many a tide of excitement had swept ov^r this 
lovely spot, if it had not burst and spent its rage 
there. A few miles above was the principal seat 
of the Black Hawk war, the last faint struggle of 
the red men of the north to retain their ancient 
realms. A few miles l^low yrdB the viUage of the 
Prophet — th6 man who communed with the Gneat 
Spirit, and interpreted to His childroi His will 
concerning them. « Along this very spot had wan- 
dered excited warriors, cunning " medicine men," 
and wondering wpmen, in all the variety of emo- 
tion inspired by their several conditions. Rage, 
hatred, love, and sorrow had bedn bom and buried 
here, deep in the bosom 9f pa^ centuries ; while 
the solitude and grandeur of the wilderness was 
unbroken by sound or sight of civilization. The 
strength and freedom of the past were in sad 
contrast with the weakness And humiliation of the 

E resent. Formerly thous^ds of proud and fear- 
388 men ruled these beautiful wilds. Now how 
different ! I h^ seen, a few days befc^e, the mis^ 
erable, degraded . remnant of their race that still 
lingered in these pleasant haunts.' Drunken, poor, 
clothed in tatters, begging of those who-dwelt in 
their former home the fire that had consumed their 
soujs— pay, offering to bartet their wives and chil- 
dren for it ; they were a painfril spectacle— a sadder 
ruin than the crumbling temples and broken idols 
of Eastern lands. 

The war which a few years before had swept 
over these plains, had been the last struggle of a 
chieftain and hero, vainly seeking to inftise into his 
perishing people a spirit that v\rou]d lead (hem to 
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eoittend against almighty race; But the elo- 
quence that' warmfed their Ifearts ^id not restore 
^eir brave dead, nor increase the number of ihelr 
living warriprB.,. A little band of savages again^ 
a nation of armed inen ! a handful of withered 
leaves upon the tempest ! They could have biit 
ope path before them ; and jthey havie frodden it. 
Westwaird it ted them, andnow their ancient coun- 
cilf houses are deserted ; their hunting-grounds 
bloom under the hand of the agticulturist ; their 
tombs crumble and sink jiway beneath the plow; 
the smoke of their- Ipdges no logger curls on the 
breath \ofiiioming ; their hunting-dances are no 
more seen at evening! All that remJEiins of them 
tells of iBi race that has dwiiidled from power and 
t)ie strong majesty of ^freedom; * to humility and 
wasting feebleliess. [ •' ' - '"/ 

The story of t^e Indianr is a melancholy one. I 
have ofteii pondered jtip on it, with a syikpathy that 
would jiot b€i hushed by. the yoice. of reason; 
though it ^|^roclaim|3dtha$ they had; fulfilled their 
mission,' and must passaway-. *. A fair land abound- 
ing in all that would, contribtite to the highest 
condition b( civilized life* was tlie lawful estate of 
eivili^d tnan; and when' he came to claim it, it 
.was not the office of the savage^o dhpute hisrig^t, 
~I mou^n not so much the ^teof the )fndian, as the' 
indecent, the firaudulent' precipitancy with which it 
was consuramatect by our selfishness. We had 
room and time enough to have waited rnore pa- 
tiently, while Nature wa?' finishing in her own way 
the- plan sheliad begun/ And assuredly, while wo 
'cpngratulate ourselves upon the wide extent of our 
territory, our complacency lifust be somewhat qual- 
ified by the reflection that, in our haste to possess 
it, we have rudely expelled the original ownera 
firom homes which they loved and venerated ; that 
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we baye.cboB^n piiiri^wn time te bid them dLn^ 
pear &om a heritage arjcmnd which tiie very fibrea 
of their hearts were twined in Iqve and reverence 
^r the dead whp wer6 sloping, there, 9^ ^r the 
jiying beauty and majesty thM^ overspread it. 
We need not clothe theii^ . departure in poetical 

farb, to make it touch the heart of flesh.' The In* 
, ian, with all his prid^ laid independence of cbai> 
acter, wkh s41 his ^ergy and daring; with all his 
veneration .for the ashes of^ his dead, .all his^keen 
sense, of the great, the free, and the beautiful in 
nature, all hisibnd ftride in die magnificent hunting 

grounds- where he had been >bbrn, and wnere he 
oped \a^ dust might rest, wfa^m his spirit should 
be set free, in that scarcely inc^e beautiful region 
picty:red by his imagination; Ae. Indian standing 
m the attitude of one who bidsfai»3yelltQ'iill these, 
and is about to flee befi>re the superior craft and 
strength of enemies whom he despises, and yet 
icannot resist, seems to say, **.All this^have I loved, 
and still love; alldiis did my fore&lbers, befere 
they i^pt, give to be. mine fbrevef;.yet now the 
Great Spirit asks it for his-^ale-^^ed children, and 
will not be denied. . Thtf.^rms of. our warriors are' 
palsied before thexn; the l>ow refuses to send its 
arrows to 'theirjieart; they outnumber ^8 like the 
sands upon the shore of the great bliie ^at^rs, or 
the (Jeaves s>f the s.un^raer forest !- a destiny is await- 
ing us which we cannotifetveit ! It bids ,us depart, 
and come hither no more.* I hear i^ in the wmds. 
It spea^Ls t<xme frpn;L the deptns of |he storm, and 
whispers in t;he sunshine!. It tells n^e tha^ this 
shall no more play around my lodge; that I n^ust 
meet death .far.,hence, and be content to tell my 
children of the former glory of the jed man.** 

One must feel that these Ipave-takings wer^ 
fearful events in. the Efe of » being all impulsive 



%iid unrewpmBg as the iadian was. How die fierce 
ileartmust have wrung andxesistedy wlule it panted 
for the wasted strong. that\once would have se- 
cured reVenge! And then .how must it have 
refused to quail ^u^d retreat b^ore a power, uafath- 
omable, unoefinable indeed, but one whose repre- 
sentatives yet commanded no respect, inspirea no 
dread] . . . - ' • . \ " \ 
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. XhjB^NG the season following tl^at in wluc^ the 
events described in the last ^^ptero- ocetirred, I 
visited varioos pasts of tli^s state.: Some of my 
-Journeys were^ made -alone— others, ^in company 
with a brodiOT. ^ .^hey were. always sanded with 
great fatigue/but often with a novelty^ either in 
ihe tnann^r. of-accemplii^ing them, ill the events 
that,'be&l us^ ^r the diaractets that &11 in bur 
W/ay, whidi aiz)ply repaid the inconvenielice. 

Onc^ I remember,^ at two. o.'cloek on a bitterly 
icold morning, we found ourselves with six other 
pers^is, ex(£isive^of two on the outside, crowded 
.uito a> poacV originally calciuleted for six. Oar 
progress on this occasicn,. beside beiing Qxfiremelj^ 
uncomfoilabie, was attende4 witK nojittle danger^ 
the weather liaving suddenly^ changed during the 
night, and sheeted die whole country with ioe. 
The coach, oonsequi^tly, stood at all angles to the 
horses, and seemed every .moment to become pos- 
sessed widi.a sudden fan^yibr.explgring road-side 
elopes^ or tfie foot, of any Httle s^dl we chanced, 
to passi The horses,^ too, were yA ^1 ;po8ition8 ; 
now up r— now dovm -^ now half-^way . between 
both; and on- each recovering, seemed more 
idahned and uncertain than before. Under the 
eauk/dm^ni ocfimooeA by all this variBty, it will 
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Mtdily be credited that we /iad npt s«§En gmuiSf 
fircon the intense -cfM or th^ keen winds, bSing as 
they were. The itioming dawned and £9und us . 
in a deep wood, from wh^ yre emerged, just as 
the sun sKowed his fiery disk i^ the stem, cold 
sky. There was an immenlB^ stretdi of prairie 
befbm us, a great part of wluoh hact been bumed 
late in the autumfi; and now its J^lack bosom .was 
covered with pne, entire coat pf the frosit-mail. 

One rarely sees a more .impjessive spectacle 
than was produced by tlie j9ood oiTstrbng red light 
lliat was poured over ibis immense mirror. The 
ipaked .summits of the swells, black aJB ipk by con* 
U'SfSt wi^ .the surrounding brilliancy, Ipoked like 
so maiiy sable monsterB^^tiMBtGhed; upon the pUn* 
Theise, and the cp^Dr of j^.isharred suift^e, peiw 
Ibctly visible through the transparent iee/vi^iere ^e 
light did not &U upon it, and tix» myriad hues of 
rod and green, purple and go^^ which th^ in* 
equalities. -and our une^»y motion caused to be' 
reflected to the eye, made one of the^most gor- 
geous j^plays couceivable.' . Fiercely, th^»£are^ 
as the wmds swept around us, no objeetibn Mfas 
made to thipwiag im the curtains, that we mi^^ 
have free view of this wonderAil spectade. 

** It vnO soon pass |iwi^," said a gentleman, 
whose head; covered with a woolen ne|: cap, had 
fi)r the last two Jiours been dancing in i^very in* 
convenient contiguity to the^ shoulder o£my oom^ 
panion. v . _ r 

" Therevwill be another chah^ in the weather^ 
gentleman ;. and before night we shall hfive little 
ice to complain of, or Tni no prop^et^*^ he nxutt 
tere4« after- a pause; his head, resuming its c^ 
motion, and his eyes fast closed again. It seeme4 
suddenly to become a matter of great interest with 
eac|i of the seven peit^oqs inudoi tpaseeltiis 
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whetJiMr ih^ alt^rnatiyd ajuggested were afterw8t4 
to beeome a matter-<^-fiB^ or not^ for all eyes 
were instaiitly turned jipon iMnu Apparently they 
brougbt their own^s to very different cooc^usion^s 
Bome turned away witk entire indifference^ as i$k 
were of the least possible consequence^ that such H 
prc^becy bad been uttei^ ; others looked aeain t^ 
the <Hdd glaH^^ sky, and stretched iheir hea^ from 
the coach, as u to catch the wind anew rand fon^ 
an estimate of its chiirfMBt^ ^ while others shrunk 
depr^oati^gly into their wrappers or buffalo lt>be», 
and seemed to say^ ^* HWaven^send itipay be so!" 

These few words of • conYersatioif» atid the 
strong light, roused the ninth inside passenger 
from his slumbeza., and caused lam to raise his 
head and Jook deUb^ratdy about, to the no sm^ 
astonishment of those: who had not seen him be- 
fcNte. He was not, what the reader will autieipftte, 
a baby, about to aimouoiee, in 4iie usual way, that . 
his slumbers were at an ^nd, andthat othef people'iB 
must consequently t«rminate^ too r but anolde, great 
pcHnter dog, with large liver-colcHred earn, fipe in 
textuiie as a Fjrendi gloye^ lying (wet his white 
cl^ean &ce. ^ He hf^ -been li^^ at my feet aH 
nighty kec^nng them as warm as if t had h^en at a 
bnght fire^e,: ot in my own bed, .He became a 
favorite at onee, but ^nqt so his master, who was a 
young man> in a flashy dress, with the sWaggeHng 
ai^ of one who aim, '^ If you talk of men whcp 
have setti the world, look at tne/' ■ -' • ■ 

About an: hour tu^r .daylN!«ak we stop]>ed to 
bceak&st, on fiied quail, bacon, leaden biscuit, 
dodger,, and the most abominable' coffee, if one 
inij^t jud^. fix>m its color and odor, and the 
rapidity nmh which the conqpuiy folio w^^ my 
example of a glass of cold water. Our tneal over, 
we journeyed on; the prophetic gentleman settling 
^ Go 
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liimself comfortably in the bfeu^k^ comei', repeated 
bis prophecy, m a tone clearly intended to be one 
of defiance to any who f^hould be bo presumptuous 
as to dispute him. . No one seeming ^iisposed to 
do it, however, he fell off i«to his- did state, which 
kd the owner of die pointer to remarkr that ** i£ 
-he went on that way all day, the weather might 
change as many tiines ^a&' it liked, and he-would 
not be the wiser for it.** 

Notwithstanding the keennless Of the ^windi^ 
ti^ch swept jover the great, prairie, the warmth of 
the sun soon fnelted the ice from itis sudace ; and 
the dold abating^ by slow degrees* we found our- 
selves, at dinner time, thirty niUes^rwaid oii our 
route, and little troubled with ice ijadeed ; for the 
wheels were' rolling in thb soft black- soil, thawed 
to the depth of twa of three inches. : - 

The morning had worn away 4n the discussion 
of polit,ics, the future prospects T>f ** the west/* the 
condition' of the bs^mg system, and the Internal 
Improvetnent bill. 43n: all these tdpics diere was 
the usual diversity of Opihion,— one^ gentleman 
holding it to have been dmncmstratedy that the 
party then' in power was the mocit intelligent, 
patriotic, wise, ahd~ pure body of men. who had 
ever been entrusted with the destime§' of the 
. state ; knother^ witl^. th^ same- sources of know- 
ledge, holing, with equal' pertinacity; a dire<^y 
opposite opiliion. . All agreed, however, that^** the 
west " was ' a- gres^ country ; but one thought its 
greatness would be^ materially enhaneed, and the 
whc^els of its prosperity thrown forward « century 
at least, by carrying out the liberal system of 
internal improvement already projected; while 
another pronounced it the last evidence of folly 
which the people had^ to expect from their legps- 
viators. Ope regarded the destruction^ of baoks itt 
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Equivalent to the total extmction of all the sources 
of wealth in the nation ! Earthquakes, floods^ 
tempests, conflagrations, were noUiing in com*, 
parison with it. Another thought it the measure, 
of all others, becft calculated to secure the pros* 
perity, welfare, integri|y,ali¥iost the salvation of 
the people. - * . ^ .- -^ 

And thus they talked. My four*footed friend 
occasionally-looked up and snuffed the air, whil© 
these discussions ^efe going ou, hut he evidently 
felt that the ii^teres^ of die scene was a poor com- 
pensation for the eflbrt he was phliged to ipake^ 
m struggling through^ the fi>rest ^ .c^ limjbs that 
hemmed him in below. When darkness^^camd oti 
we were within afew miVes of the capital of the 
state. The winds blew warm from the south, the 
mud had deepened,, the sky was overcast, and 
there was every promise of rain before the fdllow- 
ing morning. Oiif prophet had • congratulated 
himself many times^ on th6 certainty with which 
he had foretold the coming «tprm ;^and though, in 
this case^ the " shadow cast before " had been a 
severe attack of rheumatism, ;aearly disabling hkn, 
yet he evidently would ra^er that its severity 
should be redoubled, than that-his sagacity should 
prove to have been at fault. ' ' 

We* reached the* city IcMig after nightfdll. Ex* 
cept in a few- public places, ie was pitchy dark. 
The black streets received no light from <the cloud- 
ed heavens j an^ looked thems^veS) like a more, 
dense ooiitinuation of the same darknes^'thslt reign- 
ed in mid air! The stage dl-oye to a large and 
well kept hotel, the: name ^of which I lidw forget, 
wheire we stopped for the night. 

After supper I was ushered into a drawing- 
room, where three or four highljr dressed ladies, 
and as many gentlemen, were sitting at cards and 
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b ackgam mon. . . They won eTidendy "plmymg t^ 
wear away the eyeoing, not from lote of tbegamee* 
In the intervals of ^ games/t^y . carried on,- a 
desultory conyersation ; and more inane or point? 
less efforts of the kind, it has seldomfall^) to my 
IfA to hear. The ladies were engrossed with " the 
t>erfectly beautiful style" of ikomethiilg that had 
lately made its appearance ialhe feshtonable world ; 
and the solethcone of their thought and speedi 
was how it would. become them, or cert^n persona 
of their acquaintkncfik; where it pould be had and 
what was its expense. . . v c ' 

When all possibla^changes ^had been rupg i:^ii 
^ theso varioos branches of the mpmento^ milyept 
and all varieties of opiidon expressed, on^ took 
lip >a' Jeremi^ oyer the loss* ^ her- piano ! ' She 
.was '' immeasurably grieved thajb'pa dbould have 
thought it expedient toxoine weftt without it. Not 
that she was very fond of mudic (a confession, by 
the way, which- yras entirely superfluous, considepr* 
ing ^at her auditors wbte possessed of eyes), for 
she yiras not,' but it was an accomplishment thai 
she. prized very highly, and* she was certain tha$ 
tiow, yrh€ai;she was safkr i^emoved from everything 
that could confer the smallest happiness on a re« 
fined mind, she shovdd feel the loss much more 
painfully^ In short she felt -quite |>osilive that 
when they came to be settled io ^eir new home^ 
4ibi0 shouki. be very wretched in- coosequoice of 
this loss; to saync^ing dfthe thpuslknd other ele- 

ricies whk^ she had been, compelled to resign 
coming to this di^adful coiiiintty. Her com- 
panions listened with an expression oif respectful 
sympathy for^her sorrows^ ioA she was evidently 
fast working herself into the belief, th«M^ a fnore 
unhappy and self^aerificing female did pot ^live, 
when the door bpened,and an ^deriy lady of fio$i 
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ttien and most intdlMgeht cbuntenioice walked into 
the room. 

She took a^yacant chair near me;>and, after lis- 
tening a moment to the foolish lamentation stiH 
pouring forth at the tahle^ turned and addressed 
herself to me in a few commonplace remarks. I 
replied, and very "soon found myself in earnest 
eonversatfon with <>ne of the most intellectual and 
affitble Women I had ev^ met^ She was a stranger 
like myself, but her observations on the country, 
the character c^ its ^inhabitiants, and the 'effect 
which life in it. was calculated to ex^rt upon dif- 
^ent classes of persons, evinced a mind g^ed 
with strong powers of perception, xkeen diserimi- 
nation, ^nd exalted feeling. 

" I have never, said she, " been more entii^ely 
convinced orthe empty and worthless diaracter 
of our plans of female education at the* east, than 
when I haire seen the subjects of' them transplant- • 
ed to this beautiful country. • They unfit females 
for everything like a natural or useful 'life.^ All 
things mwst be artificial about them. In truth they 
become, while passing through these systems, as 
nearly artificial themselves <as' ^ work of the Cre- 
ator can. Ipstead^ of preparing them £pt any of 
the duties and pleasures of life, they go far. toward 
destroying whatever natural capacity for these 
may have been' c^ginally possessed. 'The mofe 
finished And prolonged th^ process, the more com- 
plete is the destruetion of all power or wish to his 
useful, or to reap enjoyment from any but the 
most false and unnatural state of society/' 

** You are sfevere,"^ I^repHed, ♦'•nor can I deny 

the justness of your remarks, lanientable. as is the 

truth they contain.^' ^ 

■ " Yes ; lamentable indeed, when one consider 

the vast int^ests periled by 4t, and the ruin, di§^ 

23 qq2 
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Bcmesty, and faitlilesimesis wVich grow otit of k. 
I nevpr see a^oung female pinuig over tiie etnpty 
sorrows createid b]r these artifloial wants, but I 
think iT^tfa pity on the stern and real griefs which 
wait to follow in their timb — the sore tiriald sure to 
be multiplied a thbusand-fbld in consetjtieilce of 
this very condition of Her mind— and trenible Tor 
the. weak purpose and faintin? intee^Hty with 
which she must meet them. And what is worst of 
all/' she added, after H,* moment's pause, "I fear 
there is in the present state of society littldi^onal 
ground for hoping that it will be better." * ' 

" I must Imb permitted to differ with yoa there," 
I replied. ** I entertain Btr<Mig hope that a temedy 
will soon b'e sought for this veiy evil."^ 

"Your youth will account for that,'* said she, 
with B. smile. "When yon have lived as many 
years as I have, and seen men persist in the 
> wrong" course when the ri^t s<3emed plain as the 
path of tKe sun, you Will have less confidence in 
signs that promise r^ft>rm. If by that time you 
hav& Hved mudi in society, and reflected on its 
interests, you will have seen that the reform of a 
wide-spread evil l&e thiis, is slow as the growth of 
n^otintains." / '- 

"I. grant it is slow, painfhlly slow, ^ those who 
see its need. But every ti^oral movem^t, be 4t 
individual or associated/is governed by laws; and 
once in progress; much hope' is to be entertained 
that if it be not consummated itself it may kad to 
others* fliat will equally effect the object. The 
first step toward rtie rem^y of tfny ,evil, is that we 
b^;ome convinced it is -such; Thi9 conviction is, 
I think^ raking pretty general hold on: society, in 
reference to the present m9de of educating females* 
And as more rational views of the duties aiid ob- 
Hgatiooa of wos^an get abroad, may we iiotf«p6C( 
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that fit bettOT prc^araticm for 'iJaem will be 4e- 
mandear 

" To a certain extei)t,.but Lhave less confidence 
in die efficiency of refomiatQrj, dootrine^ and the 
force (^ neWtra^ dver old prejudices and long 
indulged habits, t^n your feinarks betray in your 
self. Neverdieless, I am willing, nay, anxious Xo 
hope^ cotdd I but Ibid that whereon to ground my 
hope. Go among the educated classes of females 
who haVe come hither from itie east,.and you will see 
and 'becur' that which wiU wdnder&Ily depr€»ss your 
sanguine expisctatio^ of referm. Daughters pining 
OTdr the absence of ^the finery in which they were 
Won^ to decoratis themselves, aiid inteireiated in no- 
diing so mi^ as What will Testbre them to their 
. former outward estate ; mothers grieving that their 
daughters iu:e cat off' from the opportunities of 
education iii fashionable schools; ^n-om French, 
Italian, embroidery, and music;- mourning over 
die loss they will sustain in these things, when the 
volume of nature, filled ta overflowing with what- 
ever is best calculated to stimulate-. inteUect, 
strengthen the nobler feelings,' in short, develope 
the true and the strong in man or woman, is dis- 
played all around them. I blush at such folly in 
my sex." 

• " And grieve, I can Well believe," said I, "for 
the suffmngs wiiieh, folly as k is,' it inevitably 
ereates.'- - 

^ ** Yes, I cannot choose but dp so," was the to- 
ply ; "^ though my pity is sometimes, I fear, quali- 
fied WU& too nmch indigpaticm*" 

As I was about to lead the conversation in an- 
othet channel, the door opened, and my brother, 
accoimani^ by one of our fellow passengers, cam^. 
in. ' They had evi4ently just come from the en- 
joym^i^ of some' rare joke, in which, they seemed 
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. to thitik I might -participate; ' It was a personal^ 
adventure that had just befallen a gentleman who 
had rode with us daring the daf. He was a 
stranger in the country, one of the corps ectitorial 
of the empire state, on a tour of Obserration through 
the prairies. He had sat aU day muffled in his 
buffalo wrapper, scarcely speaking, but apparently 
having a keen eye and ear fyr whatevei' was pass- 
ings On arriving in the city and ieaming that the 
stage-coach would leave beforis idaylight the fol- 
lowing morning, he expressed a vnsh to see some- 
thing of the place, ana -sallied fort}i» dei^lte the 
storm and darkness, tod the remonstrances of his 
companions, to look about.- He hswl gone bat a 
few yards fronj the door when by some mischance 
h^ fell prostrate in the black mud» not. even savipg^ 
his face from the unworthy cgutatt. His sudden , 
reappearance in such melancholy plight, and his 
determination, facetiously expressed, to go to bed 
and jsee- no more of t^ city, afler having left a 
pretty bold impression i^bn it, was very heartily 
enjoy JBd by his friends.' . 



CHAPTER XIX. 

At four o'clock we were ugain under v^eigh, 
with the rain pouring in torrents through the 
black morning upbn the blacker earth. " Daybreak 
found iis at die breakfasting !place, the first post 
frt>m Springfield. The house was one of the bet- 
ter class of cabins, and had about it some marks of 
age and cultivation, such as frotit trees, and a few 
currant bushes. The room which we^ entered 
at once by the outer door, cbntaiined a great log 
fire, blazinjg fifnely, a few chairs, a table, sundry 
chests, a Yankee dock, giving the most exaggera- 
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ted report of time oonceiyablej two rifleo andbend* 
ed by wooden books from the beams overoead, 
a variety of overcoats, et Cet., upon the walk, and 
two be^y .both tenanted. - .. - 

. The entraiice of eleven persons, two or three of 
yrhom, the unfortunate outsides, were dripping 
afid smoking from the storm, and all cold and hun- 
gry; wa9 a circun^itance so un&vorable to thd 
prolongatioti of slumber,* : that the four sleepers 
proceeded ibrth with to vacate the^ beds, and n^e 
ready for the ^vents thatrmight follow our amvaL 
In a very brief space of time they joined the circle 
at the fire, and €us it might be supposed, the new- 
congers, were more coaversant with whatever was 
going on abroad than thby who had slept peace- 
ably all night,, proceeded to question one and an* 
other on^ their several places, of departure and' 
destination,. how long they had been^on the road, 
how the traveling was, whether the . storm was 
likely to continue, all day, and if not,* when it 
would cease. All J^hese inquiries being duly an- 
swered, and' sufficient time having been taken to 
collect themselves, i^r 4)eing so suddenly, awak- 
ened, they proceeded to complete their toilets. 
The instruments wherewithal if was accomplished, 
were a small iron -skillet, on. a bench beside the 
back door, certain parti-polored. pocket handker- 
chiefih-ftheir own -personal property, and a small 
wooden comb, a part of the personal estate of the 
oldest member of the party. 

When the processes of washing, drying abd 
cpiobing were severally completed, they re^Sntered, 
seated Siemselyes at 'a little distance irom ike fire, 
and one of them drawing from his pocket a book, 
proceeded to read inaudibly, the others maintaining, 
meantime, a pr<^ound and studied silepce. The 
peculiarity of the affair was expiated in a mo- 
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ment hy ono of oor company wfaispermg *^'Mo»- 
mons." "^. " 

The iandlady looked aghast ^h'en* she saw the 
number of guests for whom $he had to prepare 
breakfast, but she nevertheless stirred about widv 
aright hearty zeal, setting 6n her qtta^>- chicken, 
pig, dodger, and biscuit. The table was ready 
m a short time, and our cloaks, overcoM, &c.y 
being oast upon the uniftade beds, we.gathiered 
about it. The scarcity of Chairs- threatened at "first 
to be a very serious inconVeni^ilce ;^ but whprf; with 
mustering one or two small oneSj-atid. as. mie^ 
with broken limbs irom the\kitchen, and moviiig- a 
large chest to one side ofthe table', we were all at 
length seated ; thougii at such unequal heights as 
almost caused thfiLsmiley:i^di which each regarded 
the rest, to break into a broad lau^. The good 
wonaanr— and a really eood and gentle woman she 
was, notwithstanding her rude,' poorly furnished 
cabin, and .coarse attire-*— made many apologies, 
and spemed quite overwhelmed to find herseli^e 
entertainer of so. many strangers. -^ < -^ 

" It was a new thing," she said-; ** they were not 
prepared for it j the passengen^ had. always break- 
fasted at the next hbuse ^U the day before, when 
some difficulty having occurred^ sh^ had'^een ap* 
plied to for accommodation. If it continued,) they 
could be better prepared in. a> few' dtiys tp make 
travelers comfortalde." There was so much willing- 
ness in her manner, and such apparent truA in her 
a{)ologiesj that we all felt disposed to receive them 
with't^be utmost kindness. Just as she he^ delivered 
them,'a waggish lawyer, seated on the opposite side 
of the table, in one of the'^ small chairs, his heid 
just visible" above the board, looked up and asked, 
" How long have' you lived, hiere,. madam ^ and 
when lahe replied "Seventeen years, sir/* looked 
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dowB at Us low seat vniik m expvenum so sug- 
gestive of the disparity between the length ^time 
and what it had produced, that^ seTer^ incipient 
bursts of laughter were just &intly heard, but sup- 
pressed to be indulged on a more fitting occasion* 

"I don't know," he ad4ed, when, the meal oyer, 
we were seating onrselyesln the coadi; ''I maj 
err in judgment, but :it seems to me that diain 
ought to have grown taller than that, in seventeen 
years!" • 

All dty t^ ram poured dismally ddwn» and our 
progress was very slow. Before night&U, howr 
evet»- we reached th4 town, at which we were to 
part firom oiir fellow passengers, and gd on jtx an 
"extra." We had' yet sixty miles to accomplish, 
and hoped by making &rty the first day, to. reach 
our. place of ^estinadon before the second night. 

These sanie " extras " at the west are sometimes 
purious specimens of their genus., Ours^ in thb 
jinstance, was a farm waggon with slender bars of 
wood fastened along inside the box as substitutes 
for springs. They answefed the purpose, how- 
ever, exceedingly yfelL The. roads were^ now so 
iieayy-^-ind as wift proceeded northward, where the 
rain had not e^tei^oed, were covered with so deep a 
coat of snow-^that ^e advanced much less speedily 
than we had hoped. Having obtained directions we 
set out about two o-'docAc Iq cross a considerable 
' prairie, beyond which was a grove, and still be- 
yond, a^ nouseT 9t which it w^ proposed to 
spend the nijht. We went on slowly, toiling 
over the snowy plain* not a.UttJe perplexed fi:e- 
ouently with die number and obscurity of the 
diverging tracks, and fipally ah^ogether at a loss to 
know whether we had followed the right one or not 
But ^ wrong there w^ no remedy till we should 
n^tisome traveler. Qr> reach a house, of either of 
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wkicb there wss no sign wliaterer. loHoaense flocks 
of i;row9 screamed and cawed from the low shmbs 
and woods skirting the plain> or wheeled with a 
kind -of chilled aiid dismal motion ^ough/the cold 
air above qiir hea^i Darkness beg^n to^ crei^ 
on, and still iio^ign of life or human Habitation ! 
Chilled and weary, our situatitMH became at last ex- 
tremely uncomfortable. Th^ miles seemed length- 
ened to leagues, and our iincertainty mueh increased 
^whatever el^e was disagreeable in the prp^>ect 
be^N-e us. At last we reached the grove which we 
seemed to have b^en an age in approadiing; We 
^teredpand the road still led on with noljiinginore 
to cheer us than the plain had offers, ejc'cept a 
p9rti^l protection frpm t^e bleak winds; knd ^en 
this was more. than counterbalaaced by ^the m- 
creased darkness. 

At, last, however, just a^ the night began to (Con- 
ceal the road from view, we found ourselves upon 
the high bluff of a small stream vnth a mill, below, 
and a little cabin i^intly visible on the' opposite 
height^ Xo our great joy we had reached the 
spot where- we proposed to take up quarters for 
the night. - The long bill was descended, the 
stream ford^» s^pd the opposite sununit at last 
gained. When we arrived at the house; ^ere^was 
still j^st light enough to xender visible two. huge 
emigrant waggons standing near the door. 
' V^iiose immense wagj^ons i^nd the small house , 
augur ill for our prospects of rest here,'* said my 
brother. " Nev^thekss, .^e wtil try." , 

The driver iialted, and was about alightilig to 
make inquiry, when a man appeared at the ,door. 
** Friend,*^ said the^last speaker, " can we find rest 
with you to-night 1 We are cold and very weary.' V 

The man cast his eye at us, for a moment, as if 
to assure hiipself of the right number, dien at the 
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waffgOBs, End then^ turnings quite ^txound, took a 
deliberate survey of 'the height and general dimeft- 
sions of the cabin. This done, he once mcn^ faced 
us, and rolling his qxdd of tobacco io his cheek 
once ox'twice, replied, "Wall, I reckon you'd find 
it considerable snug in thar," making a backward 
motion vfith his ^ead; to signify that he meant in 
the, house. .- " Thar's noiy family, besides the* man 
that's runnin the mill; and-a right smart one it is f' 
(whether this was a pompliment to the family, the 
mill, or the man who was running it, we were left 
to conjecture j) "then you see diar'svthe movers 
that come in these Ay«r,''-r-|)ointing to the wag- 
gons — " and another man^ al aort of lavryerj I reck- 
on, );hat come on .^ that ^beast, and flowed he 
couldn!t git any further; nohow, 'kase he'd had a 
shake gittmgsl^rotigh the grove." 

Of course i¥e had^aeen our fate long before thin 
statement of difficulties wia» completed, butit would 
not do to leave the man. while making.it, and ^ 
moreover, we weare dearotis of getting some inibr- 
mation . as to the road and prospects ibr entertain- 
ment beyond. \ ^. , 

** The road," said he in ?eply, ♦* L reckon yoir*ll 
find right bad ; thar hain't been much rain lately, 
but thar's a right :«mart of snow, and it's about hEiir 
melted now. That midkes wheelin heavy." ^ 
• " How^far is it to the next house 1" 

"We call it a smart three mild and a half — ^it's 
good that ; nearer four." 

" Is it probable we* can stop there ?" 
.."Wall, that's just what I*^aii't,tell^ou, nehow. 
The old ^nan hfts g6t.a nice place thar, but hiE 
woman ain't always so accommodatin as she 
mought be." . , 

The driver had drawn his reins, and the horaea 
advanced a step.or two, when he caUedout, " You 
Hh 



baia^t got Boeh a tUag a«^ bed in tke.TvaggQH, I 
reckon f* ^ ". \ s ' 

♦^You are right," replied ]^— r^" we huve not'' 
. *' I jjUiat allowed,, if yon had, you mojught Jnd a 

Slacet in thur ^ spread it down^ th& nights^ is «o 
ark and coU, that's alL'V 



CHAl^TERiX 

Pluimimo onee niore intp the bladmesa fhi^ had 

now almost become' .palpable, we j<?nmeyed on, 

flounderii^ through mud pools, a^d . patches of 

hatf-melted snow, shiveringv hungering, sonietinMis 

froaning and sometuneslanghing^ till at last a fise- 
]& light was: descried in tl» distance; and visions 
of a bright fire and warm supper began to float in 
x^ur/despairing mmds. Wd w«r0ta<rqf ed with the 
most. liberal of qll i^portonities to indulge theito 
pleasant anticipations,' for the i^)proaeh to* this 
cheering bea^n threatened to be-mtenainable* ~ 

^' ' A good fi^ur $niid^* indeed 1" said the driver ; 
''he might well say that/ • It's near» sfx. In a 
night like this, it virould measure seven, with any 
diain and compass I ever saw. But liiey jay.ab 
thingsthave' an 'end^ ai^d I s'pose this ride will, by 
and by ; I wish it w<Quld come* sooner^ that^s( ^1." 

It. did come at length.- We stopped 6|^site 
Ihe light; for the outline of die house vras perfectly 
lost in the thick darkness and fog. ^ A loud halloo 
brought the " old man" to thetdoer. 
. " Can we sipp with you to-night« fiieiid V 6aid 
' K*-^. ." There are three of us*-my sister, and m 
driver^ beside, myself." ' >- 

" I redton," was the laconic reply. 

We were just rising on our b^umbed feet to 
avail ounelves of the. privilege thus equivocally 
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grtuited, wbeu he dai^pd ouddeoly b«dc» imd re« 
turiimg after an imtant, sfdd, ''My woman ain't 
wiUintoiu", ^ . 

, A parley now coqameBced, not tf actly in dero-^ 
gation of the '' w^HDan'a'' ^mregative.to say w>, if 
she chose, but inquiring into he^reasons, said 
faintly suggfislang wither -it was quite kind to 
refuse strang^«, already s<> muc)).fiu%ued, and in 
such a night. . She presented herself to answer in 
person, and seemed, at last, to eompassaonate pur 
condition soinewhat, for she inquired . again, how 
many we were, and being told, asked if «ny two 
oottld deep ^gethen' , . , , : 

" O yes," .was JK— 's reply, ** the driver and I>GOuld 
oocupy t^ same bed, if you haye not enough £09 
alh We shall none of us be over nice in sueh a^ 
night as this, after having ridden forty miles." 
. "Then you'll want,", said the churlish woman, 
" two beds, aiMi-^" 

"Supper,*' suggested, the drivctr, in. an under 
tone. "' ; .. 

" And some supper,'*^ added my broth«»r. 

" I reckon you^may as well go on to the next 
place," she . replied,* half closing the door, an4 
looking 6ut ^om behind it, "'tain't'but a mild 
and a half, and they onen tt^^e folks there." So 
saying she latched the door «nd. cut -off all -chance 
$>f remonstrance. 

" That is no western woman," said I^ indignantly, 
as we drove^slo^y^away. ^ Se churlish and nanfow 
a heart as that was never bom pn^the prairies !" 
' Now agtiin we were, tcnling slowly onwai'd. A 
mile and a half! It was, doubtless,, true; '^ but 
even if double. that, ther^ was no alternative but 
to go patiently, toward it. Dwelling with many 
bitter denunciations on the inhospitabjb and even 
rude rejection we. had last met, estimating the 
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dbtflince we ha4 traveled^ nnfce inomiBg, . and 
weighinff tbe possibility of b^ing compelled t9 go 
on all nigbt, w^ were quite buwly employed^ till 
the feeble' ligbtfixnn the next house glimmered 
on our discouraged senses. It seemed a long way 
from the road. 'Two^or l^ree sharp halloos, how- 
ever, brought, some one to the door, and again the 
questioif was -put, •' Can you ' accommodate three . 
persons with supper and bed^ to-night V,* 

** I expect," replied a man^s voice ; *' I'll see 
my woman, an' tell you." 

** Ifeaven mnt that the woBExan may be more 
propitious this timeP' I excl^med., In a f<pw 
seconds he apjieu'ed again at the dopr, ynth a 
dieerful "^Yes,V and at| invitation to 'f come in4" 
We rose to comply with ^ this welcome request. 
My brother had already alighted, and I had placed 
one foot on the side of the .wagg6n, pr^aratory.to 
launching into the unfathomable darkness below, 
wh^ the (driver suddenly cried out, ^' Stop a 
minnte, till I ^ee if he's got a statble.rr^I say, 
friend,'^ addressing himself to the kind host, who 
Was now. approaching with a lantern to light our 
way, " haver ypu a good warm staUe 1 My liorBes 
are very tired and vfarm." 

"Yes, I've got as .good a stable; I calculate^ as 
any man in these parts." 

My foot became eptangled in niy cloak, or 'I 
should have been on the ^ound in another in- 
Btanti^ when he added, " 'Tam't just 'hyur, it's \ip 
to t'other place."" . 

" And where is the other place 1" said the 
djiver. - ^ , - 

My heart misgave me ! • " . 

'' Oh, it's jilst up hyur, about three quarters of a 
mild through the grove^" -' 

** Three quarters of a mile 1 Pray, madam, b« 
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seated again, and you too^ sn: ; we must try once 
more, if jou please. Much obliged to you, sir,"' 
he continued, speaking for the party, " for your 
kindness, but I, can't think of walkltig three mile 
to-night, and I can't go te hted^vddiout seeii^ my 
horses once after they are put up. I would rather 
drive ^em all night." 

The Settler, whose benevolent visage was now 
^Euntly discernible by the light which . he held 
over his head, regarded the speaker with some 
astonishment, and- dien replied, with a facetious 
sort of grin, that we should havi? been welconae if 
we*d " had a heap more !" 

,*Mts five.7»«W.td the next hotise/' he added, 
"and. I reckon; you!ll-4iardly ^iid 'em- up when 

^ you get there ; but they'es rigl^ cleyer, and won't 
make much ficcount of gittib up if they can take 
you.^' > ' , * ; • 

•We. jogged on. The )dnd, cheeiiul aspect and 

-demeanor of^ this man somewhat^ changed ih^ 
complexion of our' feelings,' apd though, it was 
later than when v[e left the last house, and the 
distance to the next nearly five times as great, we 
had derived a. courage and spirit for the task thiat 
mpde it sfeem comparatively eae^< 

-The ludicrous aspect, also, pf the affair, began 
nOw to present itself^ ^and, what with the recollec- 
tion of . similar adventures, and tne comments 
which this drew; forth, we grew very pleasant, 
and had many a hearty lai^h long before the five 
miles were accomplished. Suddenly, the chance 
of passing ^e house, in the profound darkness, it 
being too -late for the quiet settlers to. have a light 
still bumingy checked our mnth, and made us 
peer into the Surrounding gloom with a business- 
like feeling, quite in contrast with the. careless 
abandonment we bad just been^exhibjting. , 
uu2 
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•«'*Do.y6u Wftteh one Bid« of.die, foa^ih/' 
^ — « ind I will the otlier ; and if you see some** 
thing that lodcB a shade b^usker ^an all jiie^ rest 
of creation, call oiijt." ^ /" > 

Nothing cotdd be moreiaTOr^le to the indul^ 
gence of naxcj, atid t^e seeing c^ sights, than to be 
set on such a 'watch as this. I^sikness is e^er 
moTe densely' peopled^ them light, and with suc^ 
strange <)bjects, to0!' But when you look into a 
^ood dense mass of it, expressly to see some^ 
thing, your sensed aH shaipenetid «ind awake for 
that purpose, what an unlimited Hcense your fan^ 
, has ! The^ ws^ which had hitherto he^ solitary, 
became at once, crowded/ tSities, ehurt^hes with 
towers and taU spires, shooting into the douds; 
fantastic chunps of txiees ; farm-houses, latge and 
- generous-looking, like those of the east ; coaches 
with four horses ; single wageons and /oot passep- 
gers ; herds feeding in tbe, »^oining fields ; great 
overhanging piles* of rock ; rivers and^wcwided 
hills, rose up and spread about tis sto if by magic. " 
It was wonderfuli Many times I was on the ere 
of calling 'Out,, but a little* shatter look contiticed 
'me that the objebt I was. regarding was not 'the 
cabin, but something' very dmbrent, mere foggy 
space ! ' - - .^ ' ^ - . 

At last ! could 1 be mistaken 1 No ! -that was 
surely a light gleaming befor6 u>, and there must 
be the home of the settler ! : But what did they 
with a light at that, hour f_ It was certainly ten 
o'clock, and only some eSctraordinary emergency 
could keep them astir so late. We were b§set 
with fears. Sickness, a previous arrival, »<j6m- 
pany, something which would conflict with ouf 
prospects, was certainly afoot;- 

We reached the door, and called again^ A man 
stepped quickly out,' and, as he did so, revealed a 
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great blstmg Sre «iid a clean-swept wide hearth, 
that redoubled the gloom and cold of the outer 
world. *^ Can we get lodging here, friend V* was 
the anxious. inquiry. His firat; repjy expressed a 
doubt; his second a 8t:ft>Dger one ; and his third 
the almost positive certainty that we must again go 
on. But we had been rejected too often to yield 
this last hope without some argument. Would he 
tell us the reason 1 — some other beside mere con- 
venience I for, as to that, we could sleep' aln^ost 
anywhere, and go without supper or get it our- 
selves. We would be no trouble, if He would let 
us comd under his rb<^and rest fi'om our long and 
cold journey. '^ ;/ 

" r should be -;right glad to 'commodate yoti," 
hp said, in repfy, '<'bu^-r'^ 0nd he hesitated. 

" But what, friend 1" said my bn>ther, somewhat 
petulantly; fpr, by this time, our patience was 
pretty W^-iBxhaurted/ - ^ <~ ' ' 

"Why, the fitct'is," said the perplexed man, 
"my wife is not well;: there's a couple of the 
neighbotin women hyur,. and my oldest boy has 
gone for the doctor now.** 

"Spoken like a man.al-tast," said R-^,^utiable 
to suppress She laugh which- the honest man's con-^ 
fused )sind/ awkward manner 'ptoydked.- " Drive 
^Oh ; we will "not force ours^ves uJ>on your kind- 
ness under Gruch^cireumstaiices, if we $nd no shel- 
ter tin morning. But how far is it to C-— V 

^Four mild, and you'd bettier not stop till yoti 
get thar. The i:6ads*is tolerable gopd now, and 
you'll find pocnr 'eommodation any whar this side." 

" Thank you*" And for the fifth'time we were 
on the way. . - ^ • 

" The fiites are against us'to-ttight, certdinly," 
said K — . " I never knew the jades so perverse 
before. I shouldn't w'ofider now, if tlrere were 
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no re9t for us till we got to tbe ea^* of- oar roate^ 
How far is it, driver, i&om this place ahead to — V^ 

"Fifteen mile*, I believe, sir, and Tvo been 
thinking that perhaps we may as well go on." 

" We'll try'otir fortunes ;onc«' more at C , 
and if they^are npj; b^tcr we may peihaps' think 
best to do sb." . * 



dHAPTRR X]^I. 

The roads proved, as the settler had told ub 
they were, much better thian those we had passed, 
and we soon found ourselves before a wooden 
hotel, in the. principal Street of the -village. A 
bright fire was shinmg through the uBcurtaine4 
windows, and a gro^p of men were sitting iXkd 
standing (abou^ *it, smoking and' apparently enjoy- 
ing the highest degree of comfort. "We aligfate4i 
deterrai&ed to stop here^at all hazards. . I followed 
K — .into .the room, and, we seated^^ours^ies on 
chairs that .were vacated for .us at the fire. The 
apartment wa§ redolept of tqbacco.smoke and the 
lumes of brandy. In one comer was'a> little 
triangular. bo3^ cont^nihg sundry bic^es,. glass^, 
cigar boxes, ;&c. ; in the opposite one a flight of 
stairs leading to the room above. Thercoigpany, 
with the exception of three or four, strangers like 
ourselves, seemed to consist principally of^ the vilr 
lagers. They wera complimenting each other in 
various potations of 'brandy^ Whiskey, and other 
similar beverages,! betting on hors'i^ and candi- 
dates for the county ofice^ .«nd discussing^ a nota- 
bl0 wolf hunt that had recently taken pUce, at 
which, a fine horse had. broken a leg. A few were 
more, rationally talking oyer the different, methods 
of agvicidture adopted in. the neighborhood, and 
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speculating on tbe'pi'oba'ble^feiiiultjr of each. With 
one or two exceptions tbey were all western men, 
andvl suppose, they presented very>much the ap- 
pearance which this cla&s of persons always do m 
such meetings. • They seemed in thofear-room a 
totally different ordet<)f beings from the 'same men 
at home. I was pained with the contrast. 

• ' We were seated but a few minuJtes when the 
door of an adjoining room opened, a* little weazen- 
faced man looked in, and after glancing at us, call- 
ed out in the strangest of all voices to §ome one 
in the apattteent heyond,'to ♦'make t^ fire irf the 
ladies' parlor r* I was qu\te airtonished.. The idea 
of A ladies' parlbtwas so remote from my anticij^a- 
tions! N<jming could be itaoiie welctfihej how- 
eVery for the vioise' and blusteir df. the drinkers in- 
creased and rendered thi& placeanythihg but agree- 
able. ^ ' 

i ** If there is any other room with a fire," I whis- 
pered to my l>r6theF, " pray Jet me go to it." He 
followed the man with the wonderful voice, who 
retunaed vdth him in a moment and told- me if £ 
would just ^step into the kitchen till the fire wtw 
made irf the ladies', parlor, i lyoiild fiiid mysetf 
quite comfortable. " O^ainly," I replied, " let me 
ga-td your kitchen." I foUov^ed him across a naked 
dibing-'rQoin inta an apartment apparently bound- 
less ; its walls, if indeed, it had any, being wholly 
shrouded m darkness. Three pr four filthy, ragged 
servants were croudfiing and chattering over an im- 
mense cookingwstove, on' the top of which stood a ^ 
tallow candle, the only source of light and heat in 
the. room.** There was no floor, save the black 
earth trodden hitp ilumerous little hard hills and 
hollows ; there was but one chair visible, and judg- 
ing from the general aspect of* the place, I daiied 
not sit upon this; The: landlord had opened the 
24 
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door, motioned, me io^juid rfttieattfd witk- ike Itf^, 
so that I had no alteniadTe but to ftAnd there in 
the black, cheerle^ room, till -flome <»e came to 
relieve me. I did not wait long» tiU hereturaed, 
and Baying that the &ceJ^9A burning above, de- 
sired me to f(^ow him. I^did so, and rMuming 
to the bar-room was usbo'edjttp the open fiigl^t <^ 
stairs, through, twd sleeping-rocnns, mto a. third 
contaimng a curtained be4*' & Franklin stove in its 
centre, a largis rodung-chair robbed of oiie arm 
and odierwis^ mutilated, some haKdozen woodmi 
chairs of various cqlors and > fashion, juid ik volume 
of dense blue smoi^e that quite^ Cook. my In-eathi 

A kmqii vras standings as it appfesured to me, in a 

very precarious position on the sto^o; b^t there 

was nothing else on which t& place it* Thd dooi: 

. closed immediately after 1 entered the room, and- 

I was again alone. . ^ 

C^hill^ as I had beeq with the long rfde,^ I was 
still ti^mbling with cold> f^xiA thought only ,c^ gfet- 
ting to the &fe. I could' be indil^ent to every- 
thing eke if there were > ^nerbus -fire in the stov;e* 
I w^ked round in the . m>nt. : A few bhK^ and 
endflt of board? were .lying 'flat upon the heanh, 
with here and^ere a ztsmnant of ashaving between 
them. , There were no tongs, np" anditonsy- no fire^ 
-^not a spark visible, v Both -the large wtndowift in 
front vFere wide open to. permit the smoke to pass 
out, the stove-pipe apparently hai^g tio connexion 
whatever with this <^ce. I^ took Wld of ^e i«r^ 
chair, and found my glove whitened vHth the dust 
and ashes lying upon.it f This was fke kst blow 
that m^ forbearance could endure^ Walking^traight 
to the bed, I took on^ of the yellow f»illow«cases 
and rubbed every part of the chair yn& whi^ my 
clothes cou^d come in contact, and then seated my- 
self to wait the reappearance of the man who had* 
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broui^ 1110 t%idi^. In a few iniiHlte^ he ^apie, 
accompaxded by my brother. The face of rthe 
latter was glowing from the wann fire he had just 
left. .- ' 

"What!" he exelaimed^ "have you no fire 
here 1 . What does" this i^ean, sir 1 You told me 
she had « good , fire $^id was yery comfi^rtable. 
po you call this cog^fort T' ^slammiiig t^ wiu'^ 
dowB doym with a fiirca that sjiade them tattle. 

"Dear me, sir/' said the l^i]^Qr4» making a 
violent stir among, the blocks on Ui^e hearth, "I 
told them to snake a fire, and I^supposed ther 
had.V - ' ' * ;. ^ 

. " Supposed diey had !'' replied the other irnpa^ 
tiently; ^ would it. not b.aasjvell, if your peopla 
are no more to be^ trusted than this, to look a little 
after the coajd&rt of guests yeuj^in*' 

" I try to,- fiir," replied the little man, meekly, 
*f but I -can't 1^6 everywhere i^ 0Bee»" ^ 

" Weil, in any case ^tte^d to litdies, when tliey^ 
come in from such long cold rides us my sister has 
had;!, never leave one Again In such a den' as this, 
without fire or liglM^ and fille4 with, smoke.'* 

** Tbere^ that will do now," tbfe shavings having; 
b^esi ccjCused by the app)ieati<m of the> lamp: and a 
world of blowings inta a feeble blaze.^ 

" Oive us i^OBoe hard Wood, Ikfk will create % 
little beaty' and then see if we can have a warm. 



'None for ioe," said I, "I shall sleep better 

wjthput it; let me but get wium and I wiU re<* 

tire." ' . ' . 

. "We c^ give you a good supper, ma'am,^. 

said the obQequiQUS host, rubbing his hipi^ ^odi 



, "Well,wherei Your kitchen gives poor prom^ 
i^eof that," I r^Ued/ "Give me a good fi^ aftA 
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show m^ a sleeping-cbamber, and 'I will e^ no 
more." 

" Really^ ma'am, l^-mah-n^** - ^ 

" Will you get ustroin^e wood,'.' interrupted K- — , 
" and leaye us to our own choice in other matters !" 

" C^ainlyi sir !'' and ^e departed. 

The next' m'qrnipg we were off at a brisk hour, 
and breakfasted with the neat hospitable family of' 
an intelligent Illinoian, about five - miles from 

C -. The-wajrm, ch^^rful babin, V^ell lighted 

by a couple of windows, the'bright fire, the cleata' 
floor, the generous ts^le, and the Irank bospitality 
of both host and hostess, Were in lively cpntrast 
with the disappointment, churlishness, iind impo-^ 
sifeion we had^encountered the previous day. 
*• A lit(Ie afternoon we found ourselves at pur 
place of destination, whefe thci comforts of a hotel, 
rarely suipassed-. in the east or we^, umply ooip- 
pensated tor the hardshlDS and toU we had endured 
m reaching it. ' - 



CHAPTER XXII. / 

The opening bf the following s]^ng found nie 
domiciliated for a time with one of the plesisant'v 
dst families in the beautifi^lcity ctf" Alton. I say 
beautiful, because it was neVer otjierwise to mh: 
When I first reached it fix)ni the north, where 'vnti- 
ter was still protracting his r^ign, the foliage pf^ 
spring was just . bursting its ][)rief bounds. The 
days were bright and sunny, and such were wel- * 
come after my tedioUs 'jiilgriiaages^ in^the more 
rigorous north. - i ' ^ 

The position of Alton ifc one 6f much beauty. 
It stands at one of the tnpst charming points- 
oB the upper Mississippi^ having its ^lear, dark 



waters broken by two beautiful, wooded blands 
near the Opposite shpre, and commanding from 
the bluffs a finje view of- the junction of the Mis- 
souri with the former stream. Immediately above 
the city, terminates a line\of limestone bluffs, bold 
and towering, which wall 'in die Mississippi for 
near fifty mile». Immediately b^qw/ commences 
the celebrated " Aoiericiin Bottom/*^ which extends 
almost unbroken to the mouth oi the Ohio. The 
town is divided into upper^ middle, and lower Al- 
ton. . The last-named lies along the water-side, and 
is the principal place of business. Middle Towi^ 
^tends back 'on the heights,- -aiid contains' Bome 

* very picturesque and beautiful spots; and-Upper 
Town still feuther ba<ik, and down the tiver, has 
some points that, transferred to canvas, <vould^ bear 
comparison, vnth^e boastcfd scenery of the old 
world. • ' ^ .^ 

- A considerable proportionlof th^ houses-in the9e 
three divisions are built of stone ^ the great abund- 
ance of>it en the river rendering it, as cheap as 

^^any other, material: The grounds are sufficiency 
old tp be ornamented with well-grown trees, shrub- 
beries> &c. ^ and in the ^ason when' the heights 
and broken 4i wells are<c«vere4 with verdure, few 
more beautiful spols^at^ CbT>e found* in the country. 
In the immediate vicinity of Lower and Middle 
Town, ind^d vyithin Uieir yet unsettled preqincts, 
there is great vjwdety of scenery. High, rolling 
ridges, divided by dee^' valleys or round basins^ 
as perfect in finish as.rf constructed by rulefr of 
art, ^diversify the whole surface. The heights aBo 
for the most part covered with the hazel, low shrub 
oak, and forest trees. The level grounds between, 
are clad vnth a sniooth green turf, set during the 
spring and summer-. wi& a great variety of vwld 
flowers^^ In the vicinity of the t6W» are- many 
If 
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beautiful groves and tracts of barrens ; and fartli^ 
back, are small prairies, divided and bordered by 
clumps of trees and clean open woodlands. 

Many a charming ride and walk had we througk 
these natural parks, when they were in their pei*- 
iectien of beahty. When the «arly showers wei^ 
over, and the. clouds h*td passed avTay, we used to 
ramble into the groves or barrens and return after 
an hour -or two with great, clusters of the phlox, 
painted dap,^ moccadin flower and geranium; brigl^t 
and fresh from their pleasant Kbmes*^by stream land 
tree, to adorn and perfume ours. While wo. were' 
gathering them, the quail was running to and fro on 
3ie clean turf,, and* whittling to the merry' breezqj 
the robin was singing In the tree trop, and the 
brown- thi*asher performing his seriocomic sold, a 
little farther off on tiie lower branches. Th^ winds 
ran wild among the trees, shaking their long arms 
and making ;their lengthening shadows dance upon 
the bright sward with tigay motion ; afe if the very 
genhis c^'^mirth were disporting itself in the uni- 
versal' jubilee, ' ^ / 

• Oh, glorious were those days ! and beautifltl the 
Hfe which they inspired in the members of 6ui^ 
little circle! I have be^n in n^any plices wherd 
nature had lavished her eh^irms ha freely; I; have 
viisited such alone, and vrith others, but' I scarcely 
ever found that harmony between heartland heart 
that gave society the pov^ner to enhance the emo- 
tions which nature hispired. One is almost certain 
to feel thai; it ig better to be ^lone or with*} one 
kindred spirit. We must deny ourselves the 
0Qcial to enjoy the natuiuL Becausie the former^ 
is false, and hiharmenious ! Some selfish passion, 
some calking care, some worldly an^eiety pbs- 
Hesses one heart or more of those you would have 
ttee, ftnd strikes a jarring chord in your own. The 



9ow«r9 are lisss exquisitet tb0 sunsbine less bright, 
tbe breezes lefis inspiring from tbat moment. Thus 
much of whitt shc^ld be enjoyed is lost The 
dew is first braBbe<f from l;he fiowier^ tben.its px« 
quisite <x>l(m are dimmed, then it is crushed and 
at length ti4ie% lest The plain gf life ie a dis- 
mal w^te, on whieb one e^sa neitber veidure nor 
bloom. But with us iftwasdiffiBrent. Of the few who 
knelt together ardinid this festive shfine of nature^ 
we could have spared no oae without pain. . AH 
#ere feee, ail harmonioas^! The chaste and ele^ 
vate^ Joy which naltore afforded was not frittered 
away in pitife! eSoi^ to s^pear other ^an "we 
were^ nor |n.$iif of the thcM^nd petty ^ren and 
fltrifes whtiKh so degrfeule t}a0 epnt ; but seised om 
.as a boon from heaven; a^di'^ti^yed with righi 
liearty zest and freedom. ^ In such ii social atiiiio* 
sphei^, and surrounded with «ach objeelii, one 
feels that to bi^ is a ^Ifissing^' Btid wcmde'rs that 
life could ever have been ivksoine. The tolls and 
vexations with ii^ich man seeks ^^^nlarge him- 

^eelf ^befone has fellows ahdk into tbeir true insignifi^ 
^ance. We sufier nose ^t'^laem to mislead us at 
such a, season. W& laugh at them, and say m eimr 
hearts, *^ See, what are al %hdHi you ean brings com** 

. pared to theise birds, these flewers iBrnd 4rees, and 
runmng streams, and winds, and stormf, and sun- 
flhine ! These are whtt God has provided fer mj 
lanjoyment. But ye are bona of men, tdilhig, utrug* 
glmg men, whose spirits^ travail all their lives, aM . 
bring forth mcmdters to brood upon di/^ileiath4»edB» 
Away, we witt none of ye ! The iMurth is a £ur 
heritage ; and'blesmngs on its Author^ U is outs.'' 
Even the eari^ and amdettes fof the vbasait wef9 
sweetened by the all-prevailing calmness and joy 
of the season, Beautifiil indeed w^ life during that 
brief period,- 
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\ ; CHAPTER ixill. 

Indeed .we almost lived ,out of doors. What 
with rides, walks, visits, cjeJIs on the few who made 
up our free circle, ^e wete very much. abroad. 
We could iwA havQ^been too mudi bo. A pleas- 
ant preposition was n^e^ne evenijig to fcursake 
the abodes pf "men for a whole diBly and betake 
ourselves to the woods. It met with unanimous 
approval. We woul4 -^ go, and take the chil- 
£en*.t It should' be- ai> iiSprmal turn oulr; no- 
body Bbould take any care beyond putting a loaf 
of bread and a few ot^erplain refreshments into a 
basket. We wpuld meet at the ** White Cottage,"- 
and without any preconcerted arrangement drives 
into the woeds^ seeking pleasant places. An entry 
made in. my ^iary'afrer idut return, will sl^ow how 
wise ;i¥e were, and how foolish was the Ethiopian 
monarch, when he commsxid^d preparation to be 
mO)^ for ten days' pei^ct hs^pines^! 

"We stsurted at eleven in high spirits for our 
Ipicnic ground ; which, by the way, ivas not select- 
ed. Indeed, the direction we propo^ed.to take waa 
bat vaguely conjectured % most of us. As many as 
could be convenieialy stowed in Mr. A . ' *s kurge 
farm waggQn were- thus disposed p4 ^^ ^ke rest 
followed in smaller vehicles, but all making a 
merry band, hailing each othi^r from th^ foremost 
to the ^hindmost, and exchanging many gay chal- 
leiiges to marvelous feats when ^e should reach 
our stopping-place. ': ^ 

" Before we 'started,, every appearance of rain, 
with which we had been threatened in the early 
naming) had vanished, and the sky, softly and 
bed^utifully blue, when seen, was skimme4 over 
with light, feathery clouds, screening us in the.^ 
most friendly manner c from the otherwise too w:-» 
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dent; rays of th^ siui, The morning was l^reezy . 
and i&esh iii the green, open wood, and the bright 
phlox, a^d dazzling painted cap, and tender gera- 
nium^ danced and sparkled gaily, as the winds 
went by, like careless children who had nothing to 
do but revel in the life and beauty about, them. 

" We rddefive miles.^ Our lyay, for the inost part,^ 
wound along the summit of sweUs that divided cool, 
shadowv ravines, and t]^en descended the height 
to the snore of the Mississippi. Here we left our 
carriages,' took each a portion of .the necessary ar- 
ticles, and comi^ienced the ascent of another bhiff, 
Mr. — — aii.d myself preceding our friends^ a little, 
as a committee of selection, we cHmbed the hill 
for half a miQe, and' as. we Tose, that rpse heio^e 
us; now a Jittle ^pemng shaded by overhanging 
oaks presented itself, and now we were bending 
beneath their; s weeing branches. Gradually as 
we asqended; theproi^ect widened, ui^til at length, 
when the summit was fairly attained, 'a prospe^ 
burst npoQ ns k^gnificent beyond descnptidn ! 
* Eureka P acclaimed Mr. A — , and we* both ^It 
that further search would be vain. 

^* dn.the very pin^ade of. the blufiP, the east-^side 
of lyhieh was thickly yrooded and the west opening 
upon the river/we found a little, shaded noc^, just 
large enough to admit our nulnber.i Here, after 
. the vin6s and light undergrowth Had been cleared 
awayi we spread .our white n%pkins, table cloths, 
&c., and laid out our simple xefteshments. Two 
or three^ loaves of bread, a bottle of cream, Some 
goldep butter, a trio of cold chickens, and a loaf 
of plain family cake of the largest size, constituted 
the whole. A committee was now appcdnted, and 
sent out with authority to search the neighboring 
hiUs. andJioUows for water* ^heir pl*otracted in-- 
vestigc^tions had begun^to give rise to some^anxi^ 
iiS 
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<et7 in tife more youthfal mdmbors of oiir pilttjr, 
ivfaen they ireturnbd with a briliimkig pail of the 
parest sffld coldest water. The thanks' oi %k}» earn- 
pany having been tende^d them, in a neat spe^oh 
py one of the gentlemi^, we pcoeeeded to aeat 
oursebreer, in true-oriental style, around the cloth,. 
** Stories, songs^ ahd hymns followed tiie hincb, 
aiid when these were nd more etlled f^, one or two 
cbess boards were routed &om their repose at Um 
bottom of the' baskets, and put 'on duty" by B<mie, 
whOe others strolled dat to enjoy the'pix>raecL ' I 
was among the latter ; and rarely indeed had nature 
invited more irresistibly, thari in the pomp and 
glory about me. > Behind ^y the still wood, i^o 
the'^green idepths of which the youMfer member 
of our pitrty had strayed, itt^ search of flowers, ai^ 
whatever else of rare and bea^tilbl mighl;^ be found. 
Before, and far below us the Mississippi rellbd its 
majestic waters, now sleeping as pladdly i» tbn^ 
inisty sunlight,, as if t^ey had never tumMed and 
rushed in angry flood^ ternfyinf ^ hearts of be- 
holders. Away in the distance, where they shone 
and flashed like naohen silver, clusters of green^ 
islands 'feat upon their bosom, the farther ones still, 
as if chiselea in emeVald, the nearer oiies alivd with 
their tossihg fblikge.. This riveir had been to„ our 
childish minds an almost fitbled' ereatkm. A £ur 
a^vay land ^€ul givdli us birth ; a far away clim^ 
had lights olur eariy years. We had read of the 
great rivers, and almost ssuspended our breath in 
wonder at their ^magnitude ; but never dreamed 
that-our eyes would Kb favored to look upon ^em. 
And now one' was swe^ing its silent way two 
hundred f^t bblow us, wad the other rolluig its. 
turbid waters onward through- the dense forest; 
only a mile'fl'om the opposite shore-! It seemed 
the realization of an Irapr^ssive iJream I Te tbo 
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left, on tl^^IUitioiB side, bold rocky bluffs OTerbmig 
the waters in whi<di they had be^a minx>red for 
oentiiiies. To the right, the horiaon strc^chetL 
aWay in the faint sunlight, until th^ eye was pain- 
ed with the endestvor to define it, and the Missis* 
sippi might be seen at intervals, like a silver 
tluread, shimmering through the gre^n extent. A . 
light haze rested on th'e distant hills, mellowing 
and softening the lan^cape with that peculiar tint- 
ing which only the hand of nature can impart. 
Nothing could be imagined more magnificent 
t^SHd the entire vww, while in our iftim^diate vicin- 
ity the blu£& were alternately piled into high con- 
ical liills ^iid hollowed iiito deep^ ravines^ laden 
with vegetation, which, tossed by* the winds, l^nt a 

S3culiar 'grace and changefhlness to th^ landscape. 
ene.athus a precipice, tWo l^uieidred ieet in height, 
overhung the waCer^-— its face l;iollowed in so 
deejdy, t£at it was only by a tfomewhat dangerous 
exp^m^ntthatone'of the gen^men, laying him- 
self fiat npon its summit and looking over, could 
see its entire depth I On itf vvery brow a deep- 
worn, naiTOwiradL tdld of the.wand^ngs of the 
Indian! Many a light-hearted troop had v^ed 
aloiig that dizzy height^ cpnscious^of perfect secur 
rity, while our tamier blood curdled m our veins if 
one of us approached its^brink k 

*' As we sat and .gazed fi:x>m these heights, my 
Ihou^ts reverted to the eearlj time, when the 
light canoe skimmed those' majesH^ paters ; when, 
firom^ the surrounding heists, the council fireis of a 
mystery-krving and sanguinary race flashed i^ainst 
the evening isky, and hthe and duidcy fcrms trod 
with free step the unsoiled turf .»• Now all thi^ 
had ma^ the^life of^those scenes had; deputed t 
Only the mortal evidences that they had been, 
remained. Rude graves, ^tha« had eloiBed long 
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years before ov'er those who 'shated in tbem, were 
piled around us on the summits o^ the hills. On 
one of tbese a soHtary wild rose-bud had unfolded 
its delicate petals : but a bli^t h^ fallen iipon 
it, as on the mysterious race whose existence it 
shadowed foi:th I The bright bx^ glowing green 
had j&d^d, while it was yet spring, into'-^the sickly 
yellow. The spirit oi the deqparted had breathed 
over it in- saiiness*; no kitid hand was near to 
cherish it, or remove the Cankering rust; and the 
&ir rose was already nuihbered among the ftSlmi. 

" A beauti&l tale, told ^at blighted bud; of a 
race that had ^passed away-— of a people free as 
the waters beneath; and swm as the winds playing 
around, who had trbdden the very spot where we 
were seated; who had gazed upon the varying 
landscape, the bright river, and the far hills, wim 
feelings we could never know — ^who had scaled 
the beetling cliff,, and moqked the' eagle in his 
flight; whose 'war-shoiit ran? through the wild 
w:ood, and over the ^ater;^ and whose songs, once 
heard there, were • now for ever hushed ! , 

" With emotions^hafiitened and elevated by the 
scene upon which we had looked, and the ^ recol- 
lections with which it was fraught, we reassembled 
after our devious rambHngs. Conversation, music, 
and anecdotes succeeded, till the shadows began 
to lengthen on liie hill side.. Just as the second 
Itmch was i^read, the white signal of a steamer, 
fiir down the river, became visible, curling and • 
fiiding on the sunny breeze. - Mere speck as she 
speared at first, she was pronounced by the 
gentlen^en, on ^her near approach, to be a boat of 
3ie largest iaize. When directly opposite us^ her 
distance was still «o great, that ^he large black 
le«»^ , on the wheelhouse looked like-a fine line 
drawn aorofss it. She ran close under the oppo^ 
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site shore, and, as the wtiite wreaths rose, irom 
her iron throat, and &ded away among the green 
boughs, and her hoarse breath sounded faintly 
OY^r, the waters, she formed a pleasing feature in, 
a landscape which had been hitherto mad^ up 
exclusively of natural objects^ 

** We had little relish for our. second meal The 
fiense of mere esdstence had been such a joy and 
blessing all the day, that the common pleasures of 
life had lost their po:wer to engage our ^eiculties. 
,We were merry, but our merriment 'was not Aat 
which flashes in fitful gleams from the troubled 
heart, or breaks forth for a foment to subside on 
the recurrence of care into a deeper gravity lihan 
before. ^ It was founded on the deep, full, inward 
joy which we had been all t^e day drawing from 
the pure fmd beautiful woiid around us. And 
when the frequent bursts of laughter^ provoked by 
the wit of^ the moment, subsided, they were fol- 
lowed by no -reproving or half?repentant visages, 
but an expression which showed that > we were 
ready to enjoy the next as heartily. The deep, 
old, wood resounded with our mirth. 

^* Another report, from the- water committee was 
called for, wbicn those gentleipen Very ingenloiisly 
refieved diemselves from making, by introducing^ 
with a veiy pompous preamble, a ]?^solution that 
we * were not dry.' It ^wa» .passed by acclq^ma* 
tion, and followed by one as formaHy introduced, 
unanimously applauding th^ acumen, research* 
ability, and scientific . profundity evinced, by this 
discovery. Wheiji the sun began to peep under- 
the arch of our leafy bower, we commenced 
preparations for our return. - The napkins, fi^g- 
mentp, et cet.,. were repacked, and, when all was 
ready, we seated . ourselves on the turfSov 9. part-' 
ing song. * Rosin, the Beau' w|is first sUpg, in 
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AlU choir, and followed by. the Ibeontifii] hyau^ 
*God n good/ Wb then bade adi^ii to the feiry 
spot, and, taking up die line of march in true 
Indian ^le, we descended, the bluff, slaked our 
thirst 1^ It delicious q^ring that ^^shed. 6:oin the 
bank into a rocky basu^ below, and .thai, stowing 
onrselve»<into the waggons, were aoon xm tmr way 
homeward, by 1^ same road^ now bright and 
checkered vrik die ahadowa of erening. 
, "It was a* dehgiitful clbae to a ha^y day. I 
b^liere) as we retraced our steps, we each felt tktt 
it was good to have spent it tn communion ,with 
nature and our own heaits, tinder her divine in* 
fluences. As we were recounting our. ad ventures 
^nd enjoyments in pi^eeenoe of a person who had 
ii6t been of our party, he mnarkeid that as every 
sweet Jiad its bitter, he waited to leara what ours 
would be. But we had none. The very elements 
had oonsjHred widi the feir. eeordi and our own 
spiiits to make it all oceasion of uaalloyed happi- 
ness. At half-past ten we retired, just epou^ 
&tigued to apfMreciate the luxury of a quiet bed.''J 



CHAPTER XXIV., \ 
It win readily be credited thatone cpuld not 
leave a < place and society, like those I have atK 
tempted t9 picture^ T^ddunit many regrets; but 
the happiest seasons are sometimes me briefesly 
and one may not hesitate when duty calls. Widt 
die ripening summer I turned my footsteps nordi* 
ward, aiid a few days afber the picnic found me 
in the village which had formerly been our home. 
It had dianged little in outward a^ect since I 
last saw.it. But one litde knows, when revisit* 
ii^ places whidi are fem^ar akd seem to die 
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eye utiebafiged, what ^yents taaj h&ve happened 
to those who have never left it, te make olden 
-haunts and longrtrodden paths the entrance to % 
world all strange and new. It may be ooe of 
joy which fiUs the heart, or grief whidi cn^hes it. 
The streets may be the sain^ the bouses^ the gar- 
dens, the groves, the fields — ^pay, the very perscMitf 
who dweU among them, unchanged^ as to their 
identity ; and yet one Qiay have entered a world 
of happmesB while pursuing his daily ways among 
these, things, ^while another has rea^^ied the.oppoT 
site goal. While (he heart of the oneisrejoici^ 
in its neW'found possessions, and s^ingb^ghter 
flowers, and wanner sunshine, and gladder skies, 
the oth^ beholds .all nature Qlad in funeral garbk 
The winds that breathe around him tell of sorrow, 
the sunshine brings no gaie^-^-all that was wont 
to awaken joy and rejoicing is changed, And yet 
they are the same i ,- . 

I had not be^n long absent from our village; 
yet events, clothed widi power to work «11 tli^se 
piiracles, had befallen many of .its citiz^ns.^ . One 
tragical occurrence, that verapped the whole coqi- 
munity in gloom, had fallen with such a crushing 
wei^t upon the h^art of a wife- and mothe^^ as 
seemed io dei^ all attempts to heal and raise up 
the broken spirit. A^hushand and father, whom I 
have before. introduced to the reader, liad left his 
home on a bright winter morning for a few hours' 
i^rting, and |iever returned to it I His last words, 
as he l^ the door^ had been a playM invitation to 
his wife to prepare some favonte dish for his sup- " 
]per, for vdiich he promised her a reward that deaths 
never suflered him to pay; 

As night drew on and brought him not to the 
fireside and^ table where hir beloved presence, was , 
awaited,^ the expectant wife grew restless at the 
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long delay, and often stood beside tbe window 
oveiiooking the prairie, whence he waA to ap- 
jproach. Twilight came and deepened into night ; 
the evening wctre away, and supper was at last 
partaken without him. The mother, having ex*, 
pressed some wonder that he did not return, had 
been assured by her sons that he had gone to the 
house of a neighbor, about four miles away, where 
be was wont to stop occasionally in his excursions. 
. At last the family retire^d . The heart of the ^irife 
was not altogether quiet, but that, she reasoned, 
was because 'it was so uncommon) for him to be 
from home. The^mere sense of l6fieliiiess, not her 
fears, she was certain-, prevented her sleeping 
well. The nisht was long, Tory long, in truth, but 
then he would doubtless walk home to breakfast. 
Tbe morning -was mild, and she thougbt with an 
inward Amile how pleas€Uit it.wpuld be to him, who 
so loved the activity of the outer world, to walk 
those'^four miles, breathing the pure air, enjoying 
uninterrupted cornmunioii with his own thoughts, 
and, above all, anticipating- a social breakfast at hiiB 
own home with ^ose to whom his presence always 
gave delight. .^ 

' She rose eatly to pi^epare the morning meal"^ 
there was i^o nee4 of this, for the loiig walk would 
make him late ; but then it was pleasanter to be 
up and occupied^ than lying in bed when she' could 
not sleep } and beside, he might rise early and be 
there b^ore she expected, and then she should be 
prepared fof him.' So she had a bright fire blazing 
a welcome that Would greet him a lon^ way o^ 
in. case he should approach before daylieht, and 
her preparations for breakfast went cheernilly andr 
pleasantly forward. 

Pausing in the door once or twice, she heard at 
a dbtance tbe howling of i/^lves, that struck her 
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ear unpleasai^y, sad made her in^er hope tbat lie 
would not start very early, lest he might encoanter 
«ome of them. When they grew louder and quite 
dismayed her woman's heart, she tfaoueht with 
XBuch comfort that there was no probabihty of Im 
leaving the house early ; he would be fatigued 
with the chase of the previous day and would rest 
>well, knowing that they would be perfectly easy 
about him. Then she wondered that she should 
have been so fooli0h as to think he would be there 
early — still she could n6t help listening whenever 
>a sound from withoitf met her ear, and once or 
twice she started to the door with a bright smile om 
her face, for she was almost certain she heard 
his footsteps in the path. But wh^in^she got there, 
the night was black and .silent as ever; the low 
moaning of the wind, or the dismal^ howling she 
had heard,/ being^ the oaly sounds she could dis- 
^guish. 

Daylight seemed long coming ; but then she had 
risen eaiiy, a«d being alone must expect this. At 
last. a few faint strea^ begau to be visible in the 
east ; then she summoned her sons that they niight 
have^their cattle led, .and be ready fcr break&st, 
ao as ^ot to keep him waiting a moment ; 'for the 
loHg walk would have sharpened his appetite. 

So the ilsual stir of the morning commenced. 
And very pleasant it seemed to her to have things 
going on in their accustomed way. The stepping 
in and out as the Hght gained, the milking and. 
aetting the pail on the table, the straining and 
placing it on the shelf where it«belonged; the 
fading of the candle, and the assurance iwrhich the 
broader light without gave her, that he would soon 
be there ; the necessity arising from this, of bid- 
ding her sons hasten to be ready, was all .very 
cheerful ^and agreeable. - 

25 Kk 
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FiBaBj eterjUungi^riii attended to ifkUcfiit^ and 
the young iben catne in to wait breakfiwti Here 
«11 wdB ready too^ and broad day was oa the prair 
ties*— ^ little greyer yet^ p^haps, than it would be 
hdlf an honr henoe ; but (^ oo«id see a long wi^ 
down the plain. 

There was no one yet in sight ) birt the gtomm 
was only a mile off; he mi^t he in that yet, or 
iie might when she <^aneed to look 6ut» be in 9im 
of the ibany little hollolfni that cut the prairie. Bui 
Ae wished how more than erer, that he would 
come Jfor ihe waiting, when there was nothing to 
dp, was more tedious than ^before. . The day%ltf 
too made it more weafisome than when it had 
.been dark. As it wore on and the sim came up-^ 
the sun, that, bright and clear as it was, ought to 
have cheered her, she could not but confess to hex 
inmost Boal a chiUy sinking of her hopes« 

For now the day was going on as it always did^ 
and yet he came not. While it was dark there 
had been a sort of excited life in her feelings 
which the full day almost extingui^ed« 

At last she- proposed faintly, hoping that hei 
sons would dissent from it^ that they ishouM wait 
breakfast no longer; she half suggested in a slow^ 
hesitating tone that perhaps their fhther Would not 
be there till li^, and they would want to be lit work. 
Then it occurred to one of them j^iat he wouM 
stop to bve^faat where he had spent tbe nighty 
He had taken his game there with him, and as his 
hostess had been an inmate of their ^uosUy for some 
time previotis to her maniage, and knew so well 
how to pr^>are his favorite grrouse, and delisted 
so in dcniMf it for him too^ of courae he would 
take breaknist with her, and afterward walk homei 
What more probable than this 1 Foolish woman ! 
she thought, why had it not. occurred to her bgs 
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fore? ^e wondered at her thou^deesiiess. But, 
it was fortunate for them, she said with her own 
sweety patient smile, for the :&yorite dish of (heir 
^ther was theirs also, and, if she had not expected 
him to (>reakfast, she should hardly have risen 
early enough to prepare it. She had forgotten 
that she could not sleep ! 

. They ate hreakfast. , She was a little nervous, 
and started once or twice when something like 
fbotsteps were heard about the door; but she 
laughed feintly each time, saying how foolish it 
lyas, for he would not be home till ten o'clock. 
When thO; meal was over . she set her house in 
drdet, and thought, if it came on to snow, as the 
grey gathering clouds seemed to promise, how 
pleasant their fireside would be when they were 
all there, and the storm, was beating without. 
Her sons left her to attend to their morning caves, 
and she felL into her ordinary state of mmd, feel- 
ing quite as she. did everjr day, when they were 
all out engaged in their various, duties; 

The short morning wore away, and it was time 
to prepare dinner. She was quite surprised when 
she noted the hour-?-he had not come yet, and a 
feint gleam of the feeling that had, she must con- 
fess it now, dismayed her so in the mornings 
returned, .^ut then it was probable he had 
stopped on the way for game, and, perhaps, even 
now, would be there be&re her meal was ready. 
So she went busily to work, and, as her labors pro-* 
ceeded, she glanced- occasionally fix>m the window 
to see if he were near.* No! he was not yet; 
and then she bethought hersetf, with a suddenness 
that blanched her whole face, that she had not 
heard his gun all the momin|^! She almost 
opened the door with the intention pf commUni*' 
l^ating this to her sons, as a new and unthought*af 



968 LIFiB IN PRAIRtE LAND. 

evidence that they ought to be alarmed. JBut then 
phe could hardly persuade herself to do it.^ They 
might laugh, and say it was not strange ; or wonder 
that she would suffer herself to be anxious; but 
she was still more deterred, though' she hardly 
confessed this to berself^ by her reluctance to give 
form or expression to ber feelings; 

Noon came, but she did not call them to dinner; 
they had better dine half an hour later, and be aH 
together. Beside, their breakfast was late, and 
she did not feel the least appetite ! Half-pafit 
twehre-^one— and still no - return ! Now the 
phantom fears that had hovered in her mind, 
would no longer be denied their hold. She was 
no longer afraid to speak, and act, as she had 
been half prompted to do jdl the day. With her 
better defined apprehensions for him, she acquired 
more courage over her own emotions. She called 
her sons, arid requested the younger, after he had 
eaten his dinner, to ride down to Fanny's and 
see if his father were unwell, or what detained him. 
She spoke only thus; for, with all the calmness 
she had acquired, she found it imposisible to name 
the alternative that was lurking in her bosom. 

And now can^ another long period, during 
which she must compose her feelings ; though it 
was not so easy as it had been in the morning: 
there was more expectation now; and. its termina- 
tion was clearly before her mind. Her son would 
return soon, and then — 

He came. She had seen him a long way off 
over the naked plain, and felt her blood rush 
tumultuously about her heart, when sh^ saw him 
alone ! But a moment's reflection taught her that 
this was folly ; for, of course, his father would not 
be with him; and then she wondered she had 
not thought to send another horse down! But 
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wby did he ride so fast) He was, perhaps, 
hastening to reHeve her fears ; or^ — and once 
again she made a vain ^ideavor to supply the 
remainder of the sentence. He came on fast and 
faster yet ! His horse was almost rnnning ! She 
.CQiild see that his face was pale ) And then she 
turned from the window, and placed^ one or two 
chairfif in order that had h^en lefl standing^ — ^took 
up a work hasketthat was Upon the table; wound 
some thread on a spool ; ietna laid it down again. 
The s€tme instant the swifb feet shopped at the 
gate; the rider dismounted, and, ruling in, pale 
and breathless,. exclaimed, " Father has not beeii 
there at all T' Then, seeing he had been too 
shmpt (though he had only ultered words that 
had been on his lips every step of the way home), 
he attempted, by some broken speech, to soften 
the terrible truth. He might have been led farther 
&om home than he intended, in pursuit oi. son^e 
rare birdi or he had met with some acquaintance 
and gone down to D — —, a t>eighboritig town 
some ten • miles distant, or-^— but here his bewil- 
dered tongue refused to furnish another word in 
aid of his attempt^ and, when he looked mourn-' 
fully at his nK>ther, he found- she had not compre- 
hended a word of what he had last said. She was 
looking at him witb a stony, unmeaning gaze, as if 
she had a dim perception of his being there, and,, 
uttering something which she ought to under- 
stand, but did not. He spoke to her in terms of 
affection, and, after a little, she recovered, and 
looking slowly about her, said, " Go find thy 
brother, andr then, perhaps, thee had better ride 
up to the village, and — mquire,** she added, in a 
tone below her breath. ' 

He had not been at the village, neither had any 
pne seen him, but all thought, or, said at least, that 
Kk2 
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]>6tlap» he wcMiM b^ home-* tihat nigiit/ It ifiA 
.probable he would. If he did not tibey miiBt go 
out over the. country next momatg m veaivh of 
him. Meantine «t&wjMixiou8 iadirahiak «Kmoe- 
ed that night and rode out in various directions, 
but neither heard, nor saw miythiag to repent. 
Thus the day closed 1 

Ni^t came on. Nig^t which «o srach changes 
the aspect c^ the whole world; winch linn^shes 
new inures to the mind, end new energies to t^ 
physical powers ; which brings a cessation of eare, 
and a release from the barthens we hanps borne 
through the busy day. 

But it brought no chan^ to her 1 ^he could 
not look so 6r oter the prauie as b^bre t^e doi^- 
ness came oni^^^the praiiie osmv which libe had 
looked^r many, many honxs before ; tliough her 
eyes scarcely tiniied from the great waste since 
she sat down. Ther^ was but one object, indeed, 
that could have stirred the sense, now blind to afi 
others, and that dime net 

I said that night brought no change $ and it did 
not. TlK^re she sat, sometimes speakkig, whefti 
her sons, or one. of the kind friends vdio had come 
in to be with her, addressed her; but her lips onJy 
sp<^e. At length they peitniaded her to seek 
some rest. She retired, but lying down it was 
just the same. The pocation and place might 
change, but these had no relation to her stiiekeii 
souL The connexion between the material and 
the immaterial seemed toliave been suddei^ sev- 
ered ; and the latter to be existing in a time kmg 
past The body might suffer chimges, might giow 
pld, or be diseased. But until the rairit^faad re^ 
leased its hold upon that point of tmie, it could 
take no cognisance of these. 

Morning came and &en hundreds Of honmmen 
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tniglif; be «e«ii, £blt and near, sceoring the plain], 
looking csF^Uy through ^e groves and copses, 
searching by the banks of streams cmd logs, an4 
then raising themselves up, and loeking all abroad, 
^a^ then at. each other, with countenances that 
zendered speech superfluous. 

Another night came and' went, and no trace of 
the absent man could be found. Thej^had looked 
for shreds of clothing, for the hat, the gun, any- 
thing that cmild give the faintest clue to the awfhl 
mysterjr; but n^.ture refused all evidence, an4 
left theoa to conjectures made only more painfo^ 
by &rery disappointment. They had thought the 
accidental dkcbarge of his gun might have disa- 
bled him, and they should find him soihewher^ 
awaiting the arrival of help. A more terrible sup- 
positiopi was, that in this state he might ha^e been 
Allen upon by wt^es ! but tio traces of any isuch 
fearful catastrophe eould anywhere be found. He 
might have fallen into the stream, but all search 
that was practicable in its then frozen state was 
made — to no purpose. Other days and nights 
passed, but all ended as they had begun ; the 
search was fiiiit^ss, and at last v^ras gradually aban- 
doned. What ndore could the utmost kindness 
dol His fate, from the hour when he lefi the 
house with the gay challenge on his lips, was in- 
volved in impenetrable mystery. Hope, even won- 
ideor almost died in the lapse of time. But what 
.were her feelings 1 8he had tetumed at last to a 
full consciousness of what had befallen her! She 
-had passed fk'om the doubts, f<^ars, hopes, and 
xlread oi the long search, to the temble certainty 
that she was widowed ! But how ? That was 
Jthe most painfiil of all. Had she smoothed his 
dying pillow, had she heard his last kind words, 
at were bliss cosqpared to her.presMtt tx>rture1 



The most fearful conjectures thronged her ^o&hMl 
mind. Death, in his moet terrible aspect, ^zing ^ 
on the helpless victina, was ever he&>te her ! RaTen* 
ing wolves, overwhelmitig floods, bewring ctway 
their forey despite the fearful strugg^s ibr life; 
or, more terrible still, the «low death by starvar 
tion, in some possible nook that had escaped the 
eyes of those who sought to find her lost husband 1 
Oh ! who shall ever conceive the .agony of that 
period, when to know that she was a widow was 
a small part of the burthen that pressed upon her 
heart, and made its agony almost palpatio ! She 
had ^ends with her> kind, gentle, loving friends; 
who would have counted no effort too great, could 
it have assuaged her grief. But what were these f 
They cpuld tell her nothing. They could not-an* 
swer on^ of the many questions jtvhich her heart 
never ceased to make every where and at all tikneiL 

Weeks wore away, and though the inquiry 
ceased to be fii*st on the lip when neighbors met, 
and was followed, when made, with less eaiiiest 
ooa)jectui*es, still it was alive there, pressing its 
^cankering tooth to the v^ry core of her beiiig. 

The rude winds of winter at last began to be 
followed, at intervals, by the softer breath of spring. 
J*7ature hegan to dissolve. her icy fetters on plain 
and stream. The seiison of birds and flowers, and 
. universal beauty, which he had so loved, was ap* 
preaching ; the season wh^i their happy home 
was even happier; when all its pleasant places 
.wwe pleasanter. What would they be now 1 

On the stream which he had contemplated cross- 
ing, four or Ave biiles below his house, was a milL 
"It stood in a pleasant spot' — ^fbr woods and waters 
are ever pleasant in the prairie land— >and when 
the winter ice had disappeared, and the fresh bur* 
^en of the early spring rushed along withiti iti 
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jbmksr k Was cfaeering to see it come dasbmg 
pa«t the mill, leaping the dam and bearing along 
decayed logs, bits of board and fantastic branches, 
Tearing, plunging, resisting, and anon hurrying 
along more madly than the waters themselves. 

Here one sunny March day stood a lad, watch* 
ing the frolic and haste of the stream as it curled 
and foamed along, when suddenly the leaping 
.current deposited -on the verge of the dam, a large 
object which, at. the first glance, he took to be a 
log! Then the water streaming from some de- 
pendent fragments, made him look again with 
somewhat of earnest curiosity! He i^proached 
to get a ne&rer view 1 and then ran as for life to 
•the house ! In a few moments graver persons 
appeared ; took the long-lost body ; laid it rever- 
ently in a fit place ; and made preparation for the 
legal and decent ceremonies of the occasion. 
Though cruelly disfigured and dianged, it could 
not 1^ mistaken. The strongly maiked head 
and face would have been recognized anywhere* 

And now once more it returned to the home, 
almost as much changed as itself. Th^ dared 
Bot let the widow see it at first, and as she was 
ever patient and gentle in her grief as well as her 
happmess, she did not murmur or attempt to op- 
pose their wishes. At^ length, on the seceksid day, 
wheti her mind was calmer than it had been, and 
she had learned to think of him ad they described 
him in a few words, the gentlest they could use, 
as bloated, dark, bruised ! when they had separa- 
ted from her mind the idea of what he had been and 
-brought it by the tenderest means to what he wa&; 
they led her to his bier. 

There he lay, all that she had so loved in her 
early youth and sober womanhood, the father of 
her sons, the noble friend and protector of her 
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of b^ sick yeatB, her reUance when misfcHrtune or 
Borrow Qame, hter shield, her strong and patient 
ftiend in the adveise trials that had tranq»iante4 
them from afflueooe in the east to toil and e<Hzir- 
parative poiFerty in the west! 

She looked at^im, and liie blended emodons that 
imd harrowed «td tern her bosom since the day of 
their parting, were now all resolved into one (ftimp^e 
mnd overwhelming tide <^grief. Thei*e was bo longer 
-doubt, nor fear, nor hop^r^l had died when she 
looked on the mute witness that lay belbre her. 
And a mighty grief, &at seemed to strike -with iron 
fkng» into her very heart, took possession of her. 

They buried him, and she returned to her 
4iome ! And there, when I saw her seve^ mondift 
after, she went meekly about, discharging her 
daily cares and duties to hdr sons, and when she 
thought no human eye wcus upon her, permitting, 
as the only relief her feelings could have, withoi:^; 
being painful to others, tears to stream sil^itl^ 
down her pale, suff^ing &ce. I never looked 
upon grief so touching. 

And this mother and her two sons were all thiA 
remained of the family we left on a former page 
in such happy sfbd beaut^l relation to each oth^, 
and the world around them. 
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The return of my husband was now the event 
to which! looked forward. Sixteen months of 
perilous wanderings in the wiWemess, and upoh 
the ocean, were now drawing to a close. His 
arrival had been joyfully heralded by tetters from 
CJalifomia, and last of dl, by the public prihti, 
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'mnnoaeiaff tbi^ U-hoA been kk fait power to Bare th^ 
iives, and restore tbe Ubertiee of several of his 
countrymen and Englisiinien, prisonerB to the an- 
thorities of tiiat^nisgovemed, tmC beautiful coun- 
try. The. period ci waitinjor wee prolonged much 
beyond wnat I had anticipaled. Days ran into 
weeks, anid' summer was drawing to a close, and 
stUl lie caiBe not. At last tbe third anuiversary g£ 
our depazted 'boy's birA, amotig the last days of 
August, brought him. It was early one morning, 
lust after bveakfast, tjiat be came into my friend'^ 
lumse, following one of the yillagers'whom he had 
me^ in the street, and who could not ^bear play- 
ing the startling office of usher on the occasion. 

I pass over all that followed, the thousand intei*- 
^sttng things to be heard and communicated ; the 
welcomes and congratulations of friends, and come 
■to the time but a few we^s forward, when we 
were {^paring to leave prairie land and sever all 
the sacred ties that bound us to those who were 
sleeping in its quiet bosoin, and those who still trod 
its beautiful surface, full of Hfe and hope. 

We visited Prairie Lodge and the resting-place 
of those who had been laid in the q'aiet graves 
near it, two long years before. At that distance 
of time, I could look calmly upon those hallowed 
i^ots, regarding them as what they really were — 
one, tbe tomb of a woman who had lived, loved, 
and suffered— 4he other, the tiny couch of an in- 
fant, whose tender had c^ being scarce opened ere 
it closed again, to bloom in a more genial world. 
They were now objects of feith and hope, not of 
harrowing grief; and it was not altogether painfhl 
to linger over them, and train the evergreens and 
Other plants whict I had placed there lone before. 
The foliage of the surrounding trees and shrubs 
had already faded from the high .vigor and pomp 
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-of BUinmer into the sober and gentle beauty of 
autumn — the season Mary had so much loyed. A 
iew short weeks, isnd jth^ leaves would no more 
xustle to the gentle wind^, the birds would no mcnre 
4ance in the boughs above, tbe mellow sunshine 
would no longer stream through the trembling 
canopy that scmeiied its stronger glare into a tone 
harmonious with the- hallowed -character ai the 
spot. All were departing; and we were going 
too ; a few da^s wcnild see us bid farewell to. the 
country in which we had enjoyed and suffered so 
much ; which still contained so much of life and 
death, to enchain our affections, and di*aw &om 
our hearts in softer times strong longings to behold 
it once more. 

It was late in autumn when we bade adieu to 
the little village in which our home had been, and 
to the few fail£ful and beloved friends it contained. 
Yet late as it was, nature was still clothed with 
the full majesty of her departing grandeur. As 
we rode slowly over the high rolling prairies of 
the north toward our point of embarkation, I 
thought I had never seen the country more mag- 
nificent. It seemed inviting Us to return. • Distant 
£res, scarcely kept alive by the gentle winds, crept 
lazily over the great brown meadows, curtaining 
them from the flood of sunlight that filled the up- 
per $ur, and just veiling the line of the horizon, so 
that it seemed an interminable distance away from 
us, and from all mortal care and toil— *-a quiet and 
holy region, where, indeed, earth ^nd heaven might 
-meet without exalting the loveliness and peace of 
the one, or lessening those of the other^ Never 
was prairie land more beautiful to us, than in her 
£Bu:ewell smiles. Never were our hearts more 
deeply touched by her cbarms, than in those days 
when we were passing away from thei^ alL 
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* The surface of the river, Jill our steamer broke 
it into foam, was smooth as the skies it reflected^ 
aad even then its agitated waters fell off, as soon aa 
we had passed away, into a soft undulating motion^ 
that died upoii the sleeping shore, as if the repose 
of nature were too deep to be broken by man. 
Trees, half disrobed of their trembling leaves and 
bathed in sunshine, swayed softiy to and fro, their 
long arms reflected from the- still waters with a 
distinctness -tha( suggested the idea )f another 
creation slumbering beneath ! 
. Myriads of wild fowl sat upon the tranquil 
stream, chattering in low tones, and lazily disport** 
ing themselves in the genial element. They ha4 
been arrested in their migratory flight by the won- 
drous beauty and softness of those days, and now 
lingered in Uie still waters, their dreamy rest bro- 
ken occasionally by the panting steamer, and the 
more cruel gun of the sportsman on the shore. At 
long intervals, these merciless sounds boomed over 
ihe surface, and sent thousands of ^eese, brant, 
and ducks screaming into the air, till the silent 
woods and long line of water reechoed to the lary. 
These were the only painfrd features of the scene. 
Nature would have been altogether loveljr and 
gentle ui her repose ; but man was there, with his 
selfishness and cruelty, to mar it i 

Our route lay through the theatre of many of 
•the most interesting series and events in the his- 
tory of the race that has now almost disappeared 
frt>m these lands — the classic ground of the west ! 
.Legends of mighty deeds, such as make the boast 
of prouder nations, fierce hatreds, undying loves, 
-tfuch as troubadours delighted to sing of the knights 
of olden times, float over all these beautiful realms. 
, There is the ''Starved Rock ;" its frowning sides 
;pvc^rhang^ng the quiet waters^^its half naked sut- 
L fc 
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hie tftnywQ with thb booecj af htave ifien^ tedder 
ytcanen^ and belpkto tobildreB! Tbe stdmift of 
near a eentury bave UetMsked aad wast^ tbem 
into ermnbliiig fragmaots; for her^t ^ long agp/ 
m band of wanriora retreating witb their vfvreB and 
littie enea, tdok rejBige from their more powerfol 
teemies, thinking to miake their defence good on 
the anaall area^ which eould only be aj^piroached by 
one narrow padaage connecHng it with the main^ 
land. Here they a{ient mimy daya, defying thete 
besiegers^ and laughing at^^bear effinrta to, driTe 
them from Cheir shelter. " Food they had in plenty, 
and water ran at the foot of their fort, two hiua* 
flred and fifty feet bejow them, which they raised 
in bndcets lutached to baik ropes. On^ afternoon^ 
however, a buckeH was let don^ but when the 
Indian would draw it up, it was strangely light! 
Twice or thrice, after shooting it a £eiw feet, he 
returned it to the staream^ wondering that it did 
not dip! At length, weary at being thus foiled, 
he drew it hastily to the top of the rock. Con*- 
stetnation seized etery bosom! The rope had 
been severed, and the bucket waa gone 1 The 
^cperiment was repeated at another and another 
point with the same result 1 Where> t^ow was their 
hope ? The base of their rocky fortress-was sur^ 
rounded by the Canoes of their enemies ! If Uley 
Remained, a death more terrible than the totoa* 
•hawks and scalping knives of their Ibes eould inh 
flict was before them* Yet, with tbeir small nunv- 
bers, and their wives and (^dren there, it were 
madness to venture a sally* A council was held, 
at which it was determined by the warriors te 
awmt some relaxation on the part of their besie* 
geirs, or some interposition ci the Great Spirit in 
their behalf. Days passed in this fearftil condition. 
-Mothers with thmr nursing infants were ftimiBhing 
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ci thirst. Tbeir babes wm^ starving for the food 
which their exhausted systems could no long^ 
lumiflh! Strong warriors began to look aghiust, 
and tremble, as the^ wa&ed about ! The Great 
Spirit was angry with them ; for clouds, charged 
With the blessing they so much craved, floated 
over them, and poured out their deHcious treasures 
on the senseless plains and wooda arpnnd, but 
never timre. The clear river lay stretched fot 
miles before them, its waters glancing in the sun, 
pr maddening their thirst more fearfully when 
clouds darkened its checkered surface, making 
them look still more cool and inviting. Nay, it 
jan at their vety feet. When the gusty night* wind 
f^ept over it, they could hear the waters faintly 
plash and chime below, and could almost in thek 
madness have precipitated themselves into thenar 
£rOm the fearful height, to revel for one brief mo- 
ment in their abundance* Sometimes, at the deep- 
est hour of night, a vessel would, descend the roeK^ 
«tealthily ana slowly, that nd untowai^d ccmtact 
might arouse their cruel watchers, if haply they 
alumbered. But vain and infuriating the hope ana 
e0Qrti It resulted only in the loss of the vessel^ 
and the more dreadful aggravation of their suffer- 
ings. The terrible watcn was never relaxed fol* a 
m^om^t of the day qr night, and the stem sufferer* 
At every feilure» could hear the exulting lau^ and 
die fierce congratulation of those who had caused 
it* Then they Wo«dd heighten his ironies by toy- 
ing idly with the Water^ making it splash and leaj^ 
jtiU the victim could almost see the light bubbles 
dancing on its cool dark surfece. Some of the fee- 
ble women and the children died. But they could 
not be buried. Their bodies were laid decently 
away on the verge of the rock, and then the fnencU 
0at down to wait tiU they should follow ! . j 
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Oh ! wbat days and nights were those. Mana- 
cles on the limbs of the free, proud warrior, the 
lighted deathfire, the flashing tomc^awk wonld 
have been his paradise, could he but have thrown 
himself upon them. To sit in miserable kiaction 
all the day, he who was like the wind in swifhiess 
tend love of motion ; to endu^re the raging tormenta 
of thi)«t and hunger (for the latter had at length 
been added to their sufferings) ; to see his wives 
and his young warriors sinking and dying around 
him ; to make trial afler trial for their relief, each 
ending in failure^ more exasperating than before 
— was one of those fearful conditions of human 
being, which occur but once in the history, of ages, 
and form in the annals of nations the proverbial evi* 
deuces of bravery and fbrtitude, to which count*> 
less ages turn back with pride and exultation. 

At length, when the exquisite torture could b6 
no longer bome> and the prospect of an ignomini- 
ous death by slow degrees was the only c^tainty 
before them, they determined ^n a sally. Seizing 
an hour, when those stationed on the landwara 
side woiidd least expect a movement after their long 
repose, and causing their women and children to 
render redoubled vigilance necessary at the base 
of the rock, they armed themselves, and, strong 
in the fiiry which their fearful suffering had pro- 
voked^ issued silently from the retreat and fell upon 
their foes. ^ . 

The contest that followed was biuer as Indian 
hatred and cruelty could n^e it.. It resulted in 
the total route and destruction of the IlMnois. 
From that day they were no more seen in council- 
house or battle field. Th^ir name became extinct 
or was borne only by a few miserablejwanderers 
from tribe to tribe. Their bones were left to 
crumble on the field, and. their enfeebled women 
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and children slain within the fortress, whence they 
watched the fatal struggle. 

Such is the legend of the " Starved Rock l" It 
is now, in these tamer days, a curious and inter- 
esting object to visitors. Surrounded on three 
sides by the waters of the Illinois,^ it rears its 
frowning sumnut two hundred and fifty feet above 
them. The sides are smooth in many places and 
overhang the base, looking -into the dark mirrror 
below, as tranquilly as if they had never formed 
an impassable banier between mortal agony and . 
all that earth jcould afford to relieve it. The sum- 
mit of th6 rock is crowned with, vegetation ; rich 
grasses and a light growth of young trees render 
its surface a more agreeable resting-place now 
than when the wretched Indian pined and famished 
there in the noonday sun. From its top it com- 
mands a view of the river for many miles, Woken 
only here and there, by interposing trees or the 
gigantic vegetation that crowds Jts banks. On6 
can imagine the unfortunate savage standing on it 
and looking out upon those waters which his light 
canoe had so often paited around him, with a des- 
peration and agony that only the strong pride of 
his race could prevent him from u^ering m tones 
of inexpressible anguish. To me it was a thrilling 
and fearful spot.* 

But here is Mont Joliet with its fair proportion- 
ed valley, and swift running stream— the theatre 
where the good French pere planted the first 
cross ever reared in these sublime solitudes. The, 

* This rock is about six miles below Ottawa, on the east side 
of the Illinois. It projects far into the stream, and is connected 
with the mainland oy a narrow passage which could be defended 
by a few men against thousands. Thither a band of the lUinoia 
retreated, after a severe engagement at the north, when pursued 
by their more powerful and numerous enemies, the Potiowata* 
iciies, and then occurred the painful scene described abov«^ 
26 L L 2 
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tale is longer than I can tell, but it is a beautifol 
one— beautiful in its exhibition of exalted yirtue> 
•and its connexion with this lorely spot. It is one 
of the most glowing of those old legendn that en- 
rich the past. The past in the prairie land ! What 
romance, what mystery, what uncounted yolumes 
of .thrilling interest sleep in its mighty bosom! 
Into these majestic solitudes, ages ago, came the 
wandering trapper and the solitary, self-sacrificing 
missionary. Here they lived, alone and humbly, 
among the proud sovereigns af the land. Their 
rude cabins were constructed beneath the forests 
that bordered the streams, and there, upon the 
margin of the still waters, the former sprung his 
trap, and the latter, clad in his long, coarse gown, 
the (^mbol of his ikith and calling pendent at his 
girdle, preached, for the first time in these vast 
domains of nature, the doctrines of the Cross. 

Seasons came and went ; tender spring, glowing 
summer, ripening autumn, stem winter; and in 
them all was wondrous beauty or impressive ma- 
jesty ! From fort to soHtary iott they fioated on 
streams, thousands of miles in length, winding their 
lazy ways through a country unparalleled in fer- 
tility, beauty, and grandeur. Forests, magnificent 
1^ their richness, sublime in their loveliness, hung 
upon the margins of these rivers, their dense fbU- 
age peopled with myriads of g^y, glancing birds, 
l^eir daric mazes occasioiially threaded by the 
startling catamount and panth^ i Passed Uiese ! 
and plains, not less impressive in their vastness, 
stretched out before the eyes of the voyc^eur, dot- 
ted with countless herds of the buffalo, the elk, the 
deer, and the antelope, feeding upon their peace* 
fill bosoms. The gaunt wolf, stealing silently 
among them, hiding by day, and ^sending bis dis- 
mal oowl into the silent hours of night, added %> 
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gtnklsg feature to the strange joyousness of such 
wanderings. 

Nor were these journeys less impressive when 
undertaken by land. Their way from post to post^ 
lay in the narrow trail whiish the Indian had trod 
from time immempriaL Day after day they wan- 
dered over these plains, and night after night slept 
upon their bosomi^ beneath soft skies and genue 
ivinds. Sunset and twilight, auek as Itiedy would 
boast, ui^iered in their slumbers; and the grouse, 
with his mournful malan somg, aroused them witk 
^e dawn« and sent them on their way with hearts 
•welling in unison with the world-wide peace and 
joyefnatuiel 

What marvel, if tbey Beyer wearied with telling 
die wonders of their new home ! What marvel, u 
tthey spread its £ame to far knds, and were content 
to die, away in its deep solitudes! ' What marv^ 
viras ail this f Streams, whose course was equal 
Co a quarter of the diameter of tl» globe, were 
fltretehed around tiiem ; storms, whose &ar£ul 
wratk made the firm earth tcemble, eadiered and 
burst over them; sunshine and winds, birds and 
Animals, iawers and fruits, such as only the fairest 
regions of the old World would return to, unsparing 
labor, were here spnead over half a continent! 
What marvel, if, amid these^ they felt tliat lan- 
guage was too poor for their emotions, that &ble 
could not exaggerate thec^ 1 

Amid this magnificence tfa^y lived — alone widt 
the " untutored Indiui," aole lord and sovereien of 
it all. And wild and free was their lifis, wim its 
abundance — its great untried resources — its bound- 
less variety^ Ckke may well conceive diat, witk 
tnindK such as they possessed, it waa the realiza- 
tion of their highest ideaL But it was destined to 
iwiish! Tbfi second era of civilization dawned 
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over these majestic realms, and its light dispelled 
their dream. 

While the streams were yet unvexed by the im- 
petuous steamer, and the beaver and otter dwelt 
unscared in their early homes; while the forest 
tracts were yet dark with the unbroken foliage* 
and wide plains, over which ages were destined ti> 
roll before plow or spade should mar their beauty, 
lay spread around them ; came softly, one by one^ 
the white-topped waggons- of the early emigrants* 
They had left the dense forests of Ohio and Penn- 
sylvania, the undulating hills of Kentucky, and the 
old homes of Virginia, for the new and more hope* 
fill country which adventurers assured them lay 
beyond. Before them the Indian would retreat,' 
and his white friend must follow. The bond that 
linked him to his kind was between him and the 
red man. He had lived in his lodge, shared his 
hospitality, smoked his pipe, united in his hunts^ 
scalped his enemies, and cemented still more 
strongly their bond of union, by marrying his 
daughters. What had he in common with the cul- 
tivator of the soil, though wearing a skin of the 
same color ? What bad he not in conmion witb 
those who retired to make way for him ] 

Here nature would be herself no longer. All 
her former aspect would fade away beneath the 
despoiling hand that labor would lay upon her 
charms ; and they must flee to other regions where 
the spoilers had not come; their old haunts by 
stream and woodside were forsaken ; the smoke 
no longer ascended from their solitary forts and 
villages ; the rank grass overgrew their well worn 
trails, and the solitude of their familiar places was 
deepened by every object which showed that man 
had been there and departed. 

Slowly, and with mapy regrets and painful yeamfi 



LIFE IN PBAIBIE LAND. 405 

ings toward the land which time and association had 
so much endeared, they wended their way to the yet 
unbroken realms between them and the setting sun. 

Scarcely less a distinct race than these, were 
their successors. Their former lives— exposed as 
some of them had been by contiguity to savage 
neighbors, reared as others were in dependence 
upon slave labor, and accustomed as all were to 
the plain, subsistence afforded by only partial in- 
dustry — ^had begotten in them a love of ease, an 
unrestrained freedom which the new country was 
well calculated to foster. 

To labor with the steady perseverance which 
anticipates its reward— ^to toil for the gain which, 
slow m accumulating, smiles only on the later 
years of life, was not their mission. Why should 
freemen do this, when nature was inviting them 
by such pomp and fascination, to come abroad 
with her, and enjoy every passing hour. The 
first settler could not live far from her; a rude 
cabin and a single field were all that he could 
•brook of separation ; more than these were bur- 
theusome to the spirit, and reduced freemen to 
daves ; more was unnecessary in his new condi- 
tion. We have, already beheld him living thus, 
content as if palaces rose around him. But a dark 
shadow soon fell upon his home. Files of earnest 
.men, with hard hands and severe, calculating faces, 
pressed toward it from the east. Tales of its beauty, 
Its grandeur, its fireedom, its wondrous fertility, 
have reached their far firesides and rocky fields ; 
and they are pressing forward to see if such thin^ 
really are. When their eyes rest upon the glori- 
ous plains and gigantic forests, they exclaim, ** This 
was no dream ! Here is all that we looked for, 
and more than can be described ! We will build 
our homes here." 
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They sat down beiide the seeond son of nature. 
They fenced the plain adjacent to his field ; they 
•built a cabin, more finished than his; its jnnoke 
<was oontmually ascending before him ; their axe 
"was heard in the neighboring grove, and the brave 
old trees, that had tossed their arms in the storms 
of ages, fell and were piled into lofty bams, that 
were visible wherever he went. If he chased the 
deer or hunted the grouse, or was returning from 
A visit to a neighboring settlement, there they stood, 
^Ihe first objects that greeted his vision $ a blight 
upon the fair scene whose fi*ee aspect he had never 
thus marred. They struck his sight unpleasantly. 
He liked not these crowded ways of living, no^ 
the busy sounds that floated with the morning 
light fi:om his neighbor's home, nor his earnest toU 
in field and wood, nor his large crops, nor any** 
thing, in short, pertaining to his toilsome Hfe^ The 
country was less pleasant than it used to be, vrketk 
there were no buudings,no fisnces, no living thinga 
in sight but his own and nature^s. 

He begins now to contemplate the possibility 
of &>llowhig those who fled before him, and ev^i 
while he is doing it, comes his neighbor's firioid 
or brother, and proposes to bargain with him for 
his cabin and field ! Now indeed, it k dme for 
him to betake himself to a land of Hbeity. When 
the Yankees, not content with curtailing his free- 
dom, his very breath of life— >not contend widi 
crowding around him, and making a prison of his 
home, come and ask for that home itseli^-^there is 
no longer any akemative. Everything admonishes 
him that the time of his departure has come ! He 
therefore gathers his few worldly goods, and these, 
except his horses and rifle, are more than he wishes 
they were, and turns from his deserted hearth- 
side to seek a more congenial spot, where industiy 
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and trade have not yet despoiled the fair earth, 
€vr crowded it with busy, thriving homes. 

And now in his place succeeds a permanent 
population. His old haunts and pleasant way» 
are trodden by men, who, while they cast a care- 
less eye upon die flying deer, count the resources 
..of every acre which he scorns. 

Broad farms open as by magic on the blooming 
plain; stately houses take the place of die solitary 
cabin; and industry, that counts her gains, haa 
stretched her transforming arm over aU the fair 
land. The wild, the free, die mysterious, are 
fading beneath her touch* But a power is grow- 
ing up where they vanish, before whose might a 
continent may tremble. Who shall define the 
limits of its growth I Who shall conceive what 
intelligence and moral purpose may do, when they 
seize upon resources such as these, wherewith to. 
consummate their energies. 

Lands, boundless in extent, exhaustless in fertil- 
ity, lying under every variety of climate from the 
tropical to the arctic; accessible in all dieir parts 
by continuous water-courses of magnitude unpar- 
allelod on the globe, containing so much to stim- 
ulate the nobler faculties and gratify the senses ; 
BO much that is calculated to induce a high state 
of physical developement and fine perceptions of 
die beautifiil, the grand, and the true; lands whose 
primeval glory, when it shall have become ancient, 
will form the theme of the poet and glow on the 
paee of die historian ; thou^ too feebly sung and 
written to convey to future ages what the present 
feels. It must be the theatre of a life larger than 
human prophecy can foretell ! 

When die dde of intelligence shall have swept 
from the green barrier on Che east, to the bald, 
heaven-reared wall that stretches along the west, 
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and from the northern lakes to the gulf; when 
the remote tributarieB of the great streams shall 
have become the commercial diannels of the vast 
regions which they drain ; and territories equal in 
extent to empires renowned in history, and sur- 
passing the gardens of the old world in fertility, 
shall be overspread by a free brotherhood, united 
as to the great purposes of life, and pursuing them 
under a liberal and fostering policy — then will be 
presented the phenomenon of a life, of which we 
can have now but a faint conception. The pent-up, 
famishing legions of Europe may find room and 
abundance here, when they shall have burst the 
fetters that bind them there ! And here may future 
tyrants behold how great, and good, and strong, is 
man when left to govern himself; free from want, 
from oppression, from ignorance, from fear ! 

But we are departing from praiiie land ! The 
bright waters of Lake Michigan dance around our 
Steamer. Blue and dim in &e distance, fades the 
mellow-tinted shore, its long faint outline trembling 
in the golden haaje of the Indian summer I Fare- 
well ! land of majestic rivers and flowering plains 
— of fearful storms and genial sunshine— of strong 
hfe and glowing beauty ! Glorious in thy youth 
— great in thy maturity — mighty in thy age-— thou 
shalt yet rival the eastern lands of heroism and 
song, in the worship and affection of man ! Thy 
free plains and far-reaching streams shall be the 
theatre of a power and intelligence never yet wit- 
nessed ! Thy countless acres shall glow with 
checkered beauty and hum with busy life, when 
the generations of those who love thee now, sleep 
in thy peaceful bosom ! Land of the silent past 
and stirring future, farewell ! 

THE END. 
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